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‘hige ; those who recognize him in his true

. mental iflea of a spiritual society, all of whosej
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‘individual soul.” 'willing that the institution or themselves
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 formed that did not- commence with this pri- rate excellence. Natural Philosophy, Geo-
: - -8 ~ !mary idea, that its membership was to in- graphy, and English Grammar, were also sub-
Premature Church Membership.* ' clude, so far as itself could judge,. noue but ' jects of the mornings attention. :

'the regenerated—new creatures in Christ| In ‘the afternoon a large assemblage of

_THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
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| the outgrowth of that one ever present, ever students and Teachers, and shewed that they'

@hriﬁﬁan @Itﬁ 5 tngcr ; ‘?emgnized principle—the life of God in every had been using great diligence, and were un-

* Since then, no church has been ‘properly should take any stand, below that of first-

This subject is undoubtedly one of the very ‘Jesus ; and any church in which this pri-‘the parents of the students and friends of |

first importance. ~There may - be differepces mary ided is
of opinion amongst the various denominations | lacking in v

of christians, and even amongst members of |
the same body as to what constitutes prema- |

+ture church men‘lbers;hip. but none will deny |

that it is a matter which deeply concerns
every member of the christian church. The
eondition of  the church and the result of its
existence in the world, will be materially at-
fected by the character of its membership.
The fature prospects of the world must also
depend greatly upon whether its church mem-

- bers have assumed that position prematurely

or no.

The author of the work just published with
the above title, and which has suggeésted this
article, commences by laying down the printi-
ple that « By premature church membership
18 meant a connection with the church, pre-
vious to*a change of heart.”

This we presume will be accepted by the

majority of our readers as a satisfactory |

basis, whilst many probably, will be surprised
that any other view should be taken in rela-
tion to the matter., A Christian Church
surely should be a church composed of
Christians; and-were-it-not-that in the corrup-
tion of past ages, Infant Baptism had intro-
duced wultitudes to the church who have
been anything else but christians, the objec-
tion to an amalgation of the world and the
church; in all probability would be universal.
It is not so much the introduction of non-
professors however, as of receiving persons as
members who-have not given suificient evi-
dence of Christian character, which is referred
to by the above term.

The Introduction to this volume by the
Rev. Baron Btow, D. D., gives an excellent
synopsis .as well as a brief but sensible
discussion of the subject. We may probably
give our readers a more satistactory view by
extracting a few passages, than we could by
any further remarks of our own. The work
itself may be read with profit by all church
members,

The subject he says ;—* Has an importance
which cannot easily be over-stated. Its rela-
tions are multiform and far-reaching., Its
bearings are direct upon great iuterests, indi-
vidual and social, temporal and eternal. No
finite being can comprehend more than frac-
tional parts of the consequences that are in-
volvel. If, in its immediate pertivency, it
belongs to the ecclesiastical, it is not circum-
seribed by any such limits, but spreads out wide-
ly, indefinitely, into the non-ecclesiastical, and
touches at every point the broad .area of
humanity,” * If the declaration of Jesus to
the group which he had chosen out of the
world—* Ye are the salt of the earth”—has
any significance, then, surely, it has a mo-
mefitous import, and cannot be too solemnly
or earnestly pondered.  Nothingecan be trivial
that affects the well-beingof one immortal soul.
Who, then, can measure thé importance of an
agenty whose relations are co-extensive with
the earth, and whose influence, conservative
or destructive, must modify the character and
the destiny of countless millions? Which-
ever be true—The World for the Church, or
The Church for the World—it is undeniable
that the great problem of the world’s destin
depends for its solution upon the antecedent
problem of what are to be the character and
the activities of the church, Hence, nothing
can be unimportant that affects the fitness ot
the church for her extended mission »

“ The New Testament idea of a Christian
church iz one of unsurpassed simplicity, and,
in outline, of remarkable definitiveness, The
first exkibition of that idea, in germinal form,
gpresents the single fact that a church consists

.of the disciples of Christ ; those who deny |
:themselves, take up their eross, and follow |

|

character, love him as supremely excellent,
depend upon him as their Biviour from sin|
and ils consequences, accept him as their teach-

‘in the.epirit of entire subjection, to execute

*his will in all that he requires of them.”

»There is no departure from the funda-|

members are united to Christ and to one

. another, assimilated and rendered harmonious
“by one spirit, having “ one Lord, one faith,
. and one’baptism.” All the ends at which it |

practically ignored, is by so much the institution, assembled in the Academy |
alidity as a church of Charch 7 ' Hall, and witnessed with much satisfaction
*“The whole manifestations of . church life turther examinations in English Grammar, and
and enterprise, as we find them in the aposto- | Virgil ; The proficiency of the pupils in-Al-
lic age, may be generalized under two heads gebra and Arithmetic, was demonstrated by
~—the structural and the functional. First, numerous illustrations on the black board.

Y|ly can a greater wrong be done to them, cr

g firmatively answered upon a Seriptural basis.

'a Gospel church preperly consists of those |

only who have been regenérated and baptized, | in Composition, on subjects suited to the ca~
'and, as individual Christians, dre walking in Pacities of each. The evidences of genuine-

(all godliness and honesty. Second, the ends |

‘ot their combination into a .society are the | the éorrect and well suited language to ex-
| advancement, by social influences, of their own | press the ideas of the writers of the essays,
, y |P y

spiritual culture, the exhibition to the world |
of an example of brotherly love, the mainte-
nance of the worship of God and other ordi-
nances of religion, and the diffusion of
Christianity among the many outside of their
| eirele.” |

“ It will at once be apparent, that thé intro-
duction of an unregenerate member is a vio-
lation of the organic law of the body, and
secures-the presence of an element unfavor-
ble to the accomplishment of its objeets, « He
is unprepared to receive good from the asso-
ciation ; he can do no good to his associatcs,
or in company with them. He is no part of
the spiritnal mechanism ; he is a foreign
| substance, causing only-friction and obstruc-
' tion, The result, so far from any thing
like utility, must be only damage to himselt
and to others. Just in proportion to his
strength, he will contribute to the weakness
of the body. Whatever his station, his wealth,
his gifts, he, never truly -helps—he always
hurts,”

* It inevitably follows that a grave respou-
sibilty rests upon all who are concerned in
the examination and reception of candidates
for membership. The possibility of error at-
tends every case that may come before them,
and they should be held responsible for no
more than the faithful use of such means as
may enable them to form the best judgment
that the case will admit. In the amount of
evidence which_they furnish of new hearts,
they may differ ; but the quality in all cases
is essentially the same. The evidence, be it
much or little, must be unequivocal and de-
cisive. It exists in the case of every ‘one
who has been spiritually renewed ; and, exis-
ting, it may be collected. Its existence should
never be matter of supposition or of hope but
always of actual discovery. The whole question
is one of fact, and the proof offered should be
carefully sifted, taking forth the precious
from the vile, Is there valid evidence that
the individual “ kas passed from death unto
life?” 1f a douht exist, the cause of Christ,
as paramount in importance, should have the
the benefit of that doubt. The law of the
Master must not, for any reason, be disregar-
ded ; the welfare of the church must not, on
‘any account, be jeoparded. Nothing can jus-
tify a pastor, or a committee, or a whole
church, in favoring the introduction of a mem-
ber whose evidences of Christian character
are not, after caretul investigation, satisfac-
tory. It is often said of quite young persons
who profess to have become: religious, that
“the fold of the flock is the place for the
lambs.”  True, indecd ; but the main question
Are they lambs ? must not be begged.  Hard-

|

'to the church, or to the Christian cause, than
by receiving them before that. question is af-

' No tenderness towards the candidates, no de-
| ferefice to the wishes of interested friends, no
| ambition to multiply reported accessions,should
be allowed to interpose the slightest influence
towards what, by a real misnomer, is called
1“ charitable judgment.” Charity may work
 effectively in many direetions, without the ob-
jectionuble perversion that involves a practi-

Then came the exercises of several classes

ness which each paper shewed, tegether with

was one of the-most pleasing feawures of
these productions. The Elocutionary exhibi-
tions were of a very superior character.
The rendering of the several pieces, whether
consisting of harangue, dialogue, or more high-
ly wrought draffiatic jproduction, shewed that
nice appreciation of the characters represented,
which is the result of careful cultivation and
correct judgment, It would be invidious to
mention the names, where all so well perform-
ed the part assigned them. el

When it was announced that " the examina-
tion of classes had been completed, it was
evident that some unusual proceeding was
about to follow in which~the pupils were
much concerned.” This was soon explained by
one of the students coming forward with an
address, a copy of which is given in anether
column, and on behalf of the pupils, present-
ing to Mr. Hart a handsome writing-desk, as
a token of their esteem and affection on his
leaving the Institution,

Mr. Hartt with much emotion-replied, and
manifested the tender solicitude he had felt
for his pupils, and the difficulty he experienced
in breaking the tie by which he had for so
many years been bound to the Academy.

Rev. Mr. Hunt, the Secretary of the Bap-
tist Kducation Society, addressed the company
present, and alluded to the high satisfaction it
must have afforded all, to witness the results
of the course of instruction supplied in this
Academy.

The fact, that for nine years this Institation
under the direction of Mr. Hartt, had continu-
ed to flourish, and was now in a more efficient
condition than when he first took echarge of
it, was sufficient to shew that as an instructor
of youth and a christian gentleman, he, Mr.
Hartt, stands deservedly high in the estimution
of the community, Mr. Hunt was glad how-
ever to be able to inform the students and
triends, that the committee had secured the
services of the Rev. Thomas H. Higgins of
Liverpool, to succeed Mr, Hartt as Principal
of the Academy. Mr. Higgins is well and fa-
vourably known to many friends of the Insti-
tation, as a highly comXetent and thorough
teacher, and he had no doubt it would gratity
the denomination to fiud, that one so  well
qalified, would at the close of the vacation be
ready to enter again cn the work of carrying
forward and extending the advaneed course of
education, furnished in the Horton Academy,

Dr. Cramp then arose and briefly address-
ed the audience, adverting to the harmony
which had existed between the much respect-
ed Principal of the Academy, and the Faculty
of the College. They had ever found Mr H.
prepared to co-operate with them in whatever
would be calculated to benefit the Students,
and advance the interests of the Institution
In leaving, he would take with him their
christian esteem, and most sincere respect and
sympathy,

After singing the Doxology, the Rev, Mr.
Hunt pronounced the benediction, and the
young gentlemen were at liberty to retarn to
their homes in the various parts of the pro-
vince, from Canso to Yarmouth, and from New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Cape
Breton.

! (are so numerous, and so insidious, and so co-| The Public Meetingappointed to inangurate
er, axemplar, and sommander, and are ready, | iucident with the desi

cal falsehood, and, tends to results which S~

every friend of humanity should deprecate, iy A
The motives which prompt to superficiality Associated Alumni of Acadia

in this department of ecelesiastical service, College.

gus of Christ’s chief| this Society, was held at Wolfville on Tues-
Enemy, as that no one should enter upon the day evening, 5th inft. The large room in
work but with extreme caution, and with|the basement of the new meetin house, was

rayer for Divine guidance. The question to quite filled by a highly respectable and intel-

decided is one of infinite momentidy* It is ligent audience. J. W, Johnston, J unr., Esq.,
one of loss or gain on an extended scale. It!was called to the chair, and éommenced the

is more ; it involves fealty to a great Principle, proceedings by explaining the objects of the,,'

and to the Ove Lawgiver,” Association. He regretted to have to inform
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seconded by the Rev. David Freeman,
Resolved, That we hail with pleasure the for-

' mation of the ** Associated Alumni,”’ as indica-

ting an increased interest in, and the hope of
enlarged prosperity for Acadia College.

The second resolution, moved by the Rev.
D. M. Welton, of Windsor, and introduced
by a speech of much animation and ability,
was seconded by Mr. S, Selden,

- Resolved, That We regard the Associated
Alumni of Acadia College, vrganized this day,

‘as one of the best .measures for promoting the

efficiency of that Institution.

John King, Esq., of Onslow then addressed
the meeting with much acceptance and good
effect, on the inestimable value of education
to the individua! and the community,

Rev. Mr. Hunt contrasted the present state
of education in Nova Scotia, with what was
s¢en at the time antecedent to the efforts of
the Baptists, and rejoiced in the progress of
all denominations in this noble and benevolent
enterprise. He anticipated much from this
Society, and hoped it would be a nucleus
around which the increasing number of friends
of the College would rally, and thus become
a permanent and efficient organization to aid
it, and benefit all concerned.

S

Acadia College Anniversary
Exercises.

Ox Wednesday last, according to public
announcement, these yearly exercises in con-
nection with Acadia College took place in the
new Baptist Meeting=house at Wolfville. The
large number of Graduating Students render-
ed 1t an occasion which had been anticipated
by many, with more than ordinary interest.
The lowering ekies of the morning threatened
some interferenee with the full realization of
the wishes of those at a distance, Many,
however, unwilling to be disappointed in par-
ticipating in the wental festivil, were early at
the centre of attraction, and escaped the
drenching rain which came down upon the
more tardy. Notwithstanding the unfavora-
ble weather, a large assembly gathered at an
early hour in the handsome pluce of worship,
to hear the Orations of those who had now
completed their course of study at the Col-

lege. At about § past ten, President Cramp, .

Protessor Sawyer, the Tutor—Mr, Alfred
Chipman,—the Governors of the College, and
the Students in their College costume, cutercd
and took possession of the ample and con-
venient platform erected for the occasion.

By request of the Presidegt of the College,
the Rev. W. H. Humphrey implored the Di-
vine blessing. The choir performed an intro-
ductory Anthem, and eleven Orations on the
following subjects were delivered by the Un-
der-Graduates : :

LIFE A BATTLE-FIELD,
Mr. Silas Allward, of New Canaan, N. B.
THE LAST OF THE STUARTS,
Mr. William Chase. of Wolfville.
ItaLiaNy Freenowm, ;
Mr. Aundrew P, Jones, of Moneton, N. B.
NamoxaL Soxa,
Mr. Charles F. Hartt, of Wolfville.
MoNasTICISM,
Mr. Edward Hickson, of Bathurst, N. B.
THE TRUE MEASURE -OF MAN, :
Myr. William Wickwire, of Cornwallis.
Eanxst Live,
Mr. Robert Jones, of Lot49, P, E. I
Tue TeacuiNas or NaTvne,
Mr. Alfred DeMill, of St. John, N, B.
Lorn Macavray,
Mr. John Y. Payzant, of Falmouth,
Epbvcatiox axp Farrn,
Mr. Theodore H. Rand, of Cornwallis.
Tue Furere iy THe Past,
(Valedictory), Mr, James E. Wells, Harvey, N. B.

The music performed by the choir at inter-
vals, under the direction of Mr, Newcomb, of
Cornwallis was highly appropriate to the oc-
casion and executed in a very superior style.

The Conferring of Degrees upon the gentle-
men above named, was quite on imposing part
of the ceremonies. The long array of those
recciving their diplomas (eleven) was nearly
double the rumber who have attained that
distinetion on any previous Anniversary.

The Degrees having been conferred, the
newly made Bachelors of Arts retired, and
after a few moments re-entered with their
Bachelor’s hoods, to receive an address from
the Presideat. He (Dr. C.) spoke of the dif-
ferent fields of conflict they were now about
to enter. They had been furnished with their
weapons und prepared by wholesome discip-
line, but now they must enter on the real battle
of life, and wonl!lnd the actual value of what
they had acquired. He gave them his pater-
nal blessing, and wishes for all temporal and

spiritual good through life, and an entrance

a!:ly gpoken {6 b Avard 'Lénéi;y,‘Esq., and

aimed, all the service in which it engaged, pre-
supposed that such was the character of its
_constituent All the subsequent deve-| Tyy Exursrrion, at the close of. the Term

lopmentg, giving it ter fulness of form & 1 ti
-a&m.mmm‘ greater fuln wmbm?:.:hu institution, tcok place on Tuesday
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Horton Academy.

il Pkl Gheistn bt . by Rev. M. 1. 10 the morning the Greck and Latin Class-

Fory, A. M ,with as istroduction, by Rev. Baron ¢ Were examined, and exhibited an amount

‘the Alumni in their efforts. { were as may be

- - the audience, that the committee had been dis- afterwards to everlasting rest.

appointed in their expectations with regard,  After the National Anthem, the benediction
to Dr. Pryor's appearance amongst them to was ‘The audience who had list-
deliver an Oration. A letter from Dr, P,'ened with interest for nearly four
was read, giving reasqus for his unavoidable hours lprnd no less attentive at the close
absence, and expressing his deep interest in than at the commencement. They expressed
the objects of the Society and sympathy with their high admiration of ﬂfl"o’:md‘l::

' supposed
WBuw, D. 0. Now Tk, Auson D.F. Randoiph. Of proficiency which reflocted eredit on'both | The following resolution was moved and jeots, such us did honor te the College and its
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