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HALIFAX, OCTOBER 17, 1860. |
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The Work of the Ministry.

o ' NIRRT R e i o WO N - N

' " . Head of the Church to each individual min-
- e \ister, and consider that this involves a per,
ORDINATION.

pristian Flessenger. o=

"HE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. _

the contrary. By such means however, the
desin of the service,—a recoguition by his

zen,of his being set apart to the sacred
office,—is destroyed, and his future usefulness
probably permanently damaged.

‘tbe editor remarks, * which
ed to us not an unreasonable one (or it would
not have been made) has been re We
|are sure that the resulting disappointment is
'by no means confined to the ministry, but
Whilst we thius view the work of the min- | participated in to a large extent by the Church |
istry as the result of @ divire call from the at Jarge” -

pet- | reference to the appointment of President
\ual obligation to continue for life in the 'the British Conference has made, quite at va- |

RS S SRR SRR S

The present editor appears to hold views in
!

A week or two since, we referred to the  work, except where patural obstacles arise to%rianoe with those of his prédecessor. In an

exalted

ble for want of space to treat the subject as
fally as we desires. |

The Church of the living God is described
as “ the pillar and ground of the truth.” As
all rule and authority is committed to it—the
body of believers—it is of vast moment that
a'l its members be well informed in whatever |
relates to its comstitution and officers. We’i
therefore ‘venture to resume the subject for

the purpose of noticing briefly, the initiatory ! largest amount of this element will be doubly
services of this great work as they are obh- | useful.

served by ourselves and otber “bodies of pro-
fessing christians. - Mach denomination has
its own peculiar views respecting Ordination
and the light in which it is regarded. The
mode of conducting” these services by each
eéommunify, is a very index to their

ehurch government. Kpiscopal ministers whe- | be, lay preaching is wrong.”

ther Papal or Protestant receive their ordi-
pation and installation to office from their
bishops, and are termed priests. The Wesley-
an body in imitation of these, ordain their
preachers by the President of Conference who
sustains a position somewhat analagous to the

Episcopalian bishop, and who alone po.w»sws‘

this power. They also use a portion of the
ordination service of the Church of England.
The Presbyterian ~body, however, object

strongly to any one ot their ministers being

over the others in this or any, other |

of their church organization. The body
of Presbyters within eertain districts, are
those who rule the church, and have vested
in them the power of ordaining winisters, and
ean do so we balieve, without regard to any
charch requiring their services. Congrega-
tionalists on the other hand, whether Baptists
or Pedobaptists, believe that ordination is
vested in the church, the body of believers
united together for fellowship and public wor-
ship in each district, communion, or locality.
1t is the practise, especially of Baptist Church-
es, in cases of ordination to invite dele-
tes, from ueighbouring churches of like
ith and order, to attend on a given day,
and meet with them as an advisory Counecil.
This Council of delegates when assembled in
econjunction with the Church which -invites
them, make the necessary examinations of the
candidate, and after consultation, determine
‘whether or no the ordination services shall be
proceeded with.

Now, these three modes of ordination—1Ist
by the Bishop or President, 2od by the Pres-
bytery, and 3rd by a church, with the advice
of a Council called for the special purpose,
‘may appear in some respects similar in their
results, and may be thought merely three dif-
ferent ways of doing one and the same thing;
but a little closer examination will shew that
a very important difference exists. More
particalarly will this appear if it is consider-
‘ed what effect they each wmay have, first, on
the ehurch, and secondly, on the minister him-
‘self. In cases where the ordination comes
‘from one individual or from several Whose
authority is supreme, the aet of ordinatien is
su to constitute the minister, and give
“him authority in those churches ; whilst on the
other hand, where the ordination is the more
~direct act of the church, it but recogaizes him
.who it is believed has already been constita-
ted a minister of Christ, by the bestowment
of gifts and graces from the Lord Jesus. the
‘Head of the Church. In all those communi-
ties in which the power of the church is sup-

: 'go*ed to reside in the Bishop, President, or

ynod, ordination is sa
-fies which the
“viously in

to confer quali-
persons ordained had not pre-
ion ; whereas we can find no

position the Christian minister occu- | that.being done, we deem it at the same time | article on * the Presidency of the Conference”
pied amongst his fellowmen ; but were una- ' highly proper for others who have giits con-

ferred on them, by which they may edify be-.
licvers and benefit their fsllow men, that they |
should employ those gifts as they may have |
opportunity. In giving encouragement to a |
judicious use of gifts by lay brethren, we |
conceive that we are not interfering with the.
regularly constituted gospel ministry, but ra-|
ther exalting it to a higher position. The |

minister who may bring out and direct the|

.

We therefore could not agree with the fol-
lowing sentiment expressed recently on the
consummating the union of the two sections
of Presbyteriansat Pictou ; the Rev. W. Mc-
Culloch, there said “ An ordained ministry is
either the order of Christ, or it is not. 1f it
We know not
'how this can be reconciled with tire statement
'in Acts viii. 1-4. | By that passage of Sorip-
ture it appears that @/l the church were scat-
"tered abroad “except the apostlos,” and
|+ they went every where preaching the word.”
'Quite a number of other passages might be
quoted, and much more might be said on the
| subject. These few leading thoughts we leave
| with our readers as bat an outline, whieh
'they may fill up by their own reflections.

- s A

Wesleyan Methodism in Nova
Scotia, &c.

THE ORGAN OF THE BODY.

The Provincial Wesleyan has changed its

editor and made its appearance in a greatly

L]

in his Jast issue, he remarks,

improved typography. Mathew H. Richey,
Ksq, the former editor, surrendered ¢ the scis-
sors and the pen t0 his successor” in a Vale-
‘dictory on the 25th wult, and observed
that with that issue would ierminate the res-
pousibility which he bad held **for the past
six years,”

The necessity for retrenchment of expen-

diture is given as the reason for this change.
He remaﬁ(s that * it is no slender satisfaction
to observe in the terms which have been cho-
sen (by the Conference), to desiguate his con-
duct,—such as zealous, fearless, prudent, &e.,
—a receguition of those qualities which have
been most needed during his term of service,
and to be assured that the splenetic efforts of
some, with whose political predilections hi

forward march in the path of duty had brought

¢ We could, but regret that some reasons
were not given to justify the opinion expressed in

certainly+ .eem-“ ' l opporhmty

'think it has had too much already will, we *

o _JOCTOBER 17.

of héaring the matter discussed,
and will now form their own opinions. May
they be in aecordance with the will of God.
And when their offerings ‘at our next
Assoclations we may recognize to t extent

Jox Porurt is Vox Der” |

This matter we

farther  airing.” Those of our readers who

trust, put the best construction “they can on
this effort of * Vox” to discuss the subject.

The Church of England in Nova
Scotia.

these columns (a week or two since), that “ the
appointment by the Parent Conference of the
Rev. W. B. Boyer, as the successor of the Rev. |
Dr. Richey” in this office, had been madse ** with |
a judiciousness eminently characteristic of that |
body, and with an enlightened interest in the |
Methodism of Fastern Briish America®™ We |
have the fullest confidence in the wisdom and

intefri'y of the British Conference,~in its in-
tegrity ulwa‘yo.—-in its wisdom whenever it las
sufficient information 1o guide it in il§ decisions ;
but, we confess, that we must have more light
than has yet reached us upon the subject, before
we shall be able to concur in the above men- |
tioned opinion. ' :

For reasons not yetgenerally, if at all known

on this side of the Atlantic, a compliance with

this request has not been granted,—our request,

which certainly seemed 1o us not an unreason-

able one, (or it would not bave been mad.:)has

been refused, We are sure that the resulting

disappointment is by no m-ans confined to the

ministry, hnt.puﬂicneuwd in to a large extent by

the Chureh at large.

Whilst therefore the Eastern British Am-
erican Conference have exercised the privi-
lege accorded to them of designating “ by
name those by whom they have wished to be
appointed to these offices,” (President and co-
Delegate. or Vice-President), their almost
unanimous vote has been set aside, and a

. ) comparative stranger, we presume, has been

put over - them. is refusal to listen to a
nomination of President by the almost unani-

mous voice of the bedy over whom he is to| ¥

preside, he remarks is “the first of its kind
to be refused to an affiliated Conference.”

The minutes of the British Conference
state that

« It would have afforded us pleasure to aequi-
esce in your wishes respecting the intwent
of your President. The vxigencies of the impor-
tant work in which Dr. Enoch Wood is engaged
render it inexpedient to remove him from his
present sphere of labour. We have appointed
the Rev. William B Boyee to preside at your
next Conference, and the Rev. Humphrey Pick-
ard, D. D., to act as Co-Delegate.

We refrain from making any comments on
this phase of Methodism. . Lf the i
of such power in the mother Confarence over
the various branches of the family is essen-
tial to the connexion, it may be better that

ham into conflict, to desseminate a belief that
censure had fallen upon some portion of his
elitorial carecr, are altogether unsupported
by fact. The insinuation,” he adds, it is just
to the Conference to state, is as false as it is
malicious,”

The new Kditor in his next issue appealed
to his friends to aid him in making the * Con-
ference organ what it ought to be,~high in
tone as the advocate of Church interests and
privileges,—fearless aud uncompromising in
its conservatism of the principles of public
morality,” * free from every suspicion of poli-
tical partizanship, &e., &e.

From a brief notice, which follows the ar-
ticle above alluded to, we learn that the Book
Steward—the Rev. Mr. Churchill,—has now
undertaken the mavagement of the paper.
The loug experience of that gentleman with
the press will here find ample scope, and we
doubt not will tend gieatly to promote the
interests of the body. We beg to tender him
a fraternal welcome to a p&mc’a:ﬁo) in all
the rights and privileges of tae fourth estate.

PRESIDENCY OF THE CONFERENCE.

At the last session of the Conference of Kast-

ern British America held at Fredericton, N. B.,

- suthority for any eburch dignitary or pres-|the Rev. Enoch Wood, D. D, of Canada, was

“byter to couvey to his brethren any more than

co y nominated for the office of President as the

ar ion of a work already performed by | successor of the Rev, Dr. Richey.

the er. The right of the aunual ] of
Error in this particular we believe, has led | President of each affiliated ference 1is

to the

to all the evils of priestoraft, and eventually vested in the Methodist Conference of Great
pretended

wfallibility of the

Pope. | Britain. The question of who shou'd benam-

Where the minister is appointed to his office, | ed, or whether any one should be nominated

3

outside of the tion of
lievérs to whom he winisters,

God's and encouraging a supersti-
tious notion his t to exercise eqnuol‘
‘over them.

in his situation by an asuthority | seems to have been one of * absorbi

rofessed be- | est, and the topic of free conversation among

i ere it is not | the brethren” on the ubove occasion, A few

at all ::gmn‘w find him “ lording it over | of the ministers, it appears were in tavor of
of

ve sometimes arigen
* where & Couneil of::pu have judged it|

the Kasiern British Conference uiesce in
the parental decision, and as the‘::llitor advi-
ses, give Mr. Boyee “a right hearty loyal
welcome,” as their * lawfully appointed Pre-
sident.”

_—

We have reccived a further communieation
from our corres t * Vox populi, vox Dei,”
the bulk of which is occupied in re-asserting
his former statements respeeting * associa-
tion appropriations.” This part of his letter
he must excuse us from puﬁlinbing. In de-
fence of his nom de plume he remarks :—

« One word ubout the strange and ina -
priate signature, * Vo i, Vox Kg’
# The voic- of the people, the voice of God.”
In Acts v. 1, 2, 3, Poter seems to recognizs the
right that owners of money bave. to appropriate
it as they think proper, So far then the'r
will must be the voice of God, Tn Mat. xviii.
15, 16, 17, Jesus Christ recognizes the voice of
the chureh, in watiers of discipline at least, 10
he the voice of God, and as being rectified and
bound in heaven, Then, when a chureh passes
a resoldtion 10 dedicate & portion of its propriet

t one beneyolent ohjeet, | affirm there i g)oi
reason or be M“NN is ratified in heaven,
mdl)luﬂ{bdmdldu the voice cf God
on earth. All such church aetions of ecourse
must be in agco dance with his written word

hefore they can be regarded as the voice of God,
In this sense I use the signatyre.”

And adds, -

“ Finally, Brother Elitor, you must allow
your hum ent **Voxr" to be his
o i is map e e pasiae 0 o

upon him. Hemaybeina on to
as correct an opinion about &m

any one else, and. you must leave it to himsel
o say wnat mission has the claim.
‘Vox ” flatters hi that he is blind,

The Diocesin Assembly eonsistinz of Dele-
gates, Clergy and Liymen, from various parts
of the Province, met at Salem (the Bishop's)
Chapel, on Thursday last. After-the prelimi-
nary servizes the Bishop addressed the Synod
and gave a brief account of his late visit to thie
United States. Welearn from the Reperter that
in his Lordship's v¥®it to Richmond, Virginia,
“ Que fact struck bim as woithy of notics. In
that democratic eountry it has been felt for the
interestc of the church that the Bishops should
not only have an absolute voice, but that they
shouid carry on their deliberations with closed
doors. Nothing accordingly, that occurs in the
House of Bishops is allowed 1o transpire.

He then alladed briefly to the visit of Iis
Royal Highness, and proceded to refute several
statements that appeared in the Church Witness
relative to oaths of obedience, ete.

He next referred to the objects of the meet-
ing. One of the most important motions wus
the notice relative Lo an application to the Par-
liament of this country for an act, A similar
coursé had been pursued in other colonies,
Some persons take no part in the Synod in
consequence of having serious doubts as to
the question waether they could .thus legally
meet together.. The Church of England here
is in a peculiar position. At home, from ite
alliance with the State, it has had various ad-
vantages conferred upon it, and some restric-
tions. Amongst these restrictions waa a restric-
tion upon their right of assembling -tog:-ther.
But these Testrictions are necessury in England,
and there have been doubts whether they apply
to the colonies, Diflerent opinions have been
iven ; but all woald remembeér that Her Ma-
jesty’s ministers had more than once declared
that there were no impediments in the way.
However, people still had their doubts, and ¢ n-
sequently various aets had been passed to re-
wmove them,

It was muech better, therefore, he said since
these doubts existed that they should be remov-
ed by an application to Purlament for an act.
He had considered the notice and prepared a
short draft, A petition, also, would have to
accompany the act.

In referring to the Church newspaper, the
Record, the Biskop said in the arrangements
first made he pledged himself to the comuittee
that at the end of every quarter he would pro-
vide what balance might be requisite to pay its
expenses of printing, &c. He was very happy
to say that that paper bad succeeded bey
his expec

Now the circulation of this paper was quite
sufficient to pay. Though the circulation was
so large. His ship continued, he had already
advanced several sums towards the payment
of the expenses. This would be not necessar
it the arrears, which wounld amount to £300,
were paid up. All must agree that he should
not be ea'led upon to such an exient. If the
arrears ‘were paid a8 they ought there would be
no ﬁi.ﬁ::ll at all. » .

i® ip concluded by ex ing & hope
that the u-o':wﬂcm lpi:z wlﬁvch l')‘l‘?l mark-
ed similur occasions would be display d.

Considerable difference of opmion was ex-
pressed on the propriety of un applie.tion ¢ to
the Legiclature for un uct to remove any doubts
tl;u way ?: as to Unhpol;er of the Cuurch
0 meet together for the pur of
A
discipline, &e.”

Several ¢
favor of such a
thought differently.

Hon, M. B. Almon spoke at some length in
opposition to such wotion, he said ;

* Now, my lord, if | understand aright the
d of this act it will but give effeet 1o aull
the proceedings in this Society. We are aware
that there are some in this diocese
hiek do not assent to the Synod at all. Those
parishes will be opposed to the passaye

n expressed an opinion in
lication while some others

act o s
Ty, o s i e " T

-

a

ature will he met by a counter in th
parishes that BE2% A 0ker sotion i Thoy
"nl"'“‘“:” ture that the act do not

pass ¢ will be the situation of

la
this Charch then if we are 80 0 opposed
ntlu ofit? Wil up::{uu the

resume will not require -

g their affuirs in matiers referripg to
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