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I cachers’ Depariment. 

Sabbath School 1 Scripture Lessons. 

DECEMBER 30th, 1860. 

Koad—Jonn xxi. 15-25 : Christ's discourse with | 
Peter. 1 Kings xviii. 1-16 : Elijah goes to 
meéet Ahab, 

Regte—Ilpux xxi. 1-6. 

JANUARY 6th, 1861. 
Ad 

Read— Marruew ii. 1-23 : Place and ¢ireum- 

stane-g of the birth of Christ. 1 Kings xviii. 

17-46 : Elijab's sign to determine the true 

God 
Badia ail. 15-17. 

———— 

MESSENGER ALMANAC. 
From December 23rd, 1860, to January 5th, 1861. 

"First Quarter, Dasessbor 20, 1 55 Morning. 
Full Moon, 27, 3 11 Afternoon. 
Last Quarter, Jaouary 3, 9 40 of 
New Moon, 10, 11 13 “ 

¥ Day! SUN. | MOON. | High Water at 

AS WK. | Rises. |Sets. | Rises | Sets {Halifax.] Windsor. 

43 BU. 736 4251 5 247 8 6 | 5 28 
4'M. (737/435 188/851] 4 8! 917 
95] Tu. | 7 37 14 25] 2 20| 4 66 510 | 1010 
se|W. |737/426/812/6 0 8 3, 11 5 
$7/Th. | T3714 2¢] 4 13] 6 68 6 48 morn. 
gl F. [737/425] 5 2¢] 761) 732 0 59 
29!8a. |736)4 24 637) 834] 812 1 53 
OBL. T3424 7629 9 $4015 346 
91'M. (7354269 6/940/ 930! 336 
1) Tu.| 7 38 [4 3010 12/10 20 1 2! 330 
2 W. Hii 3H 11 24118 59) 10 4 | 417 
8'Th.l 73704 32 worn {11 24] 1235! 5 & 
Fl £331 0 00111 #5 (3.8 5 55 
5) Sa. 7 37 4 84 169A. 12] A. 47 | 64x 
wie * For the time of Higa Wares at Pietov, Pugwash, | 

DECEMBER 26, 

—y and when she looked round on her pleas- 
apt home, ner blooming children, ber. prosper- 
ous busband, and saw how her eup was over 
flowing with blessings, she longed to show her 
g autnde to God. The command, “ Do good 

unto all men as ye have opportunity,” bad of 

late been moch uvpon her mind, and she had 

tried to find how and where there were oppor- 

tunities for her. 

As she sat thinking, 1 voice seemed to ask, * ls 

| there not a way opened now ?  Qught we not to 
take this desolate relative into our home, and 
minister to her declining years ?” 

Her whole soul revelted at the suggestion 
If there was in the wide world a person whom it 
would be uncomfortable (6 have under her roof, 

it was this very one—ihiey bad so few points of 

sympathy ; so very many of repulsion, It seem 
ed almost like introducing a serpent into a gar: 

denof Eden, to bring such a frecful, exacting, 
baggbearied woman into her lovely home—no 
she could not think of it ; anything else but shat! 
And a soothing voice whispered, * You bave no 
right to make home uvicomtortable to your hus- 
band and children jit is a duty to keéep it free 
from all discordant elemen's! to surround the 
children with favorable influences.” | 

But Mary Burnbam’s inward vision had been 
| puriind by much self-examination and prayer, 
land there wae no clouding it by the mists of self- 
| = Orinet “If ye do good to them which do 
good to you, What thank bave ye ? for sinners do 
evn the same” "Aud a host of texte enjoining 
| seli-denial, raking up the cross, doing good to the 
| sinful, rushed into ber mind, and they produced 

and Yermouth add 2 bours to the Same at | @ conflics” in her soul—that conflict so often 

- per Hie WATER at Annapolis Digby. &e.. and 
at St. Joubn N.B,, add 3 hours to the time at Halifax. 

*.* The time of Hien Water at Windsor is alse the 
time at Parrsboro’, Horton, Cornwallis, Truro, &e. 

*s » For the LENGTH OF DAY double the time of the 

The Step-mother. 

A NEW YEAR'S STORY. ~ 

“ It is very sad for the oid lady,” said Mary 
Burnham to ber husband, “ Idon’t know whai 

she will do; Jolin was ber only dependeace, 

and bis death secms 10 leave no prop for her to 

lean on. llasshe auy relative 10 give her a 
home 7” : 

“ UM she bad done as she ought to, she would 
bave friends encugh,” said Stephen Burnham, 
rather bitterly ; “ 4s a man sows so must he also 

reap. If she had been a mother to us children, 
or treated us decently, we should have loved her, 

and been glad to give ber a bome in her old age ¢ 
88 it is, she has nothing to bope from us. Joln 
wag bor idol, she wronged vs in every way to 
benefit him ; little thanks she got for it 100, for 1 
have Leen told he was very unkind to her, 
besides being shockingly dissipated. Yes, she 
sowed svifishness, bi terness, injustice, and she 

must reap the crop.” 

Btepben Burvbham lost bis mother in early 

youth, and with two sisters soon after full into 

the hands of a slep-mo'ber—tihe person now 
under consideintion. There sre many execlent 
step mothers, who, amid manifold trials and 
difficuluies, possess heir souls in patience, meck- 

by and courngeously discharging the arduous 
duties of their position. We have kuown more 
than gue spch—noble, Goddcaring woman, 

silently doing » martyrs work with a marys | 
spirit—but old Mrs. Burnham was not one of 
these, She wes of a fretful, uncomtenable 

disposition, and worse yer, a scheming, selfish 

woman. Bringing into her second busban's 

family an only son by a former marriage, she bad 
succeeded by her unprineipied mansgement iu 
scouring 10 Lim all the property of Lier busbar d, 
while Lis own children were sent oto the world 
peoniless. It was met strange Stephen Burn 
baw’s tone tosk a tinge of bitterness, for though 
a professor of religion, and a trae Christian a 
heart, be was far from perfect. His meck, re- 
tiring wife bad made much greater progre 
beavenward than be, and her ideas of duty were 
far more clear and controlling. 
They were sitting round the parlor fire, the 

children bad all retired for the night, and, after 
the above remarks, Sieplien took bis newspaper 
end read, while Mary sat & wing and think- 

ing. ; 
o# What is to become of this poor old lady, 
now quite helpless, with no property, no relative 
@ gare for bey, no bieart 10 love ber? Lt may 
be her own fault, but who of us would have 
many cojoyments if we but received our just de- 

sorts? What is to become of vnamiable, disa- 
greeable old people 7 Bomebody wust provide 
for them, and not leave them to suffer.” And 

Mary Barsbam thought of Christ's infinite com: 
passion and forbearance (0 hv gy were to- 
+ A op © His pure holy nature, full 

heart became warm with love hid 
doers. She had long felt a desire to 

fought between love of ease, and the suggestions 
| ot coriscience. She tried 10 for, get the subject, 
to think of other things, ‘but again and again 
would come the question, -* Ought I not at least 
to propose it to Stephen 7 1 don’t think his feels 
ings toward his st >p-mother are right ; ought | 
not 10 influence Lim to feel differently 72° And 
when Maury knelt beore God that night, she 
made a new consecration of herself to His ser- 
vice, striving to withhold nothing, but bringing 
ber time, ease, strength, talen‘s, all she bad. her 
whole body and soul, to Him, to be used in ae- 
cordance with His will. “Father” she mur 
mured, “1 know Thou wilt ask nothing of me 
which is mot right ; nothing Thou wilt not give 
we strength to perform ; wothing which will harm 
we, though for the time it may be painful and 
bitter. 1 would be Thy rusting child; guide 
me, and I will follow, fearing no evil ” 

Peace came into Mary's soul. A soft, sweet 
light lay on all its calmed waves, penetrating it 
with a joy not of earth—a joy true prayer and 
faith alone can bring. Not that she had decided 
with regard to this particular question, but she 
had decided by what principle to be guided ; she 
bad decided to do what she believed to be her 
duty, let it cost what it might, and, therefore, 
peace followed couflici—the peace of self-renun. ! 
ciation. 1 

She talked the matter over with her hughand 
from time 10 time, considered the obj-etions and 

| saci ifices involved, and endeavored to elevate 
bis conceptions of du'y to & proper point, and 
she prayed over it with an earnest desire to be 
guided into a right decision. More and more 
she fel, as she thought of the desolate, homeless 

| condition of this aged woman, that they ought to 
offer ber a home. 

“ Who knows," she said 10 her busband, “bat 
it may do ber good, to come into such a home 7+ 
| bave great faith in the influence of a tue 
Christian home. We are to overcome evil 
with good, you know, not recompense evil for 
evil.” 

“ Well, Mary,” said Stephen at last, “the 
principal trouble of it will come on you, snd if 
you are willing to visk it, | won't object. 1 
shall just let her alone myself—she and [| never 
could get along together—I don’t know but 

5 you'll manage to live in peace with Ler, but I 
consider it an experiment, snd a prety dou. 
ful one, | must say.” 
“We can but try to do right” said Mary. 

Two years have passed away ; it 1s New Year's 
morning at the Burnham’, und of course, ev 
corlybead there is wide $67 by the frst streak’ 
of dawn. There is such a wotting about in 
night-gowns, such ransackiogs, such joyful ex- 
clamations as ¢oveted treasures are out,and 
such noisy wishings of “Happy New Year,” as 
could only be knows in a bouse which had Fo. 

| children i init, Bw the grand pment te rs 
"8 was yet to come. Anna had 

her door, and 

and Charlie ragorshie- wouldn't put soything 
sj" had all 

Jat and u , down fo Tintle beg 
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| of her” —crossfits, he was going to say, bul he 

ery | dom could not have so 

Anna, had constructed 8 a __pincushios,) hud pat 
into it some little gift, “and it was now hay ing 

in a very styfted, misshapen condition, on the 
outside of grandma's door and every little heart 
was beating high with expectation. 

What would grandma say 10 the beautiful 

worsted cuffs Anna bad knit; to the nice ood 

mother had ghilted with ber own bands; and, 
most of all, howwould she like Charlie's unique 

gilt of a stufled black broadcloth cat, with 

yellow eyes, which the little leliow would put in 
becnus® Dinma liked back cats» 

“ Now,” cried Tom, * if she should be in one 

met his mo her's eye—* one of her poor-fecling 
days, she wou't like it mach, I guess.” 

— yes, she will,” exclaimed Bessie, * every- 
booy likes presents New Yeur's j and my cush 
ion is a real beauty, isn't it, mamma ?"’ 

** A very nice one, indeed, for a litte girl to 

, | to make.” 

“I think Ellen's comforter is the preitiest,” 
said Tom. * 1 wish it was mine.” 

“For shame,” said Anna, * it's a great Ceal 
too pretty for a boy—just the thing for grandina 
to wear cold mornings.” 

A rustle is beard, and an unlatching of the 
bedroom door. Every ear and eye are on the 
alert. Tom peeped hrough a crack, and saw ber 

start as the bag swung round almost into ber 

lace, as she opened the door. 

* What's this ? what's this 7" she exclaimed. 

Then, seeming to get some idea, she looked at it 
and wok it down, exclaiming, * Weil, 1 never! 
why, | haven't had a ‘New Year's preseat singe 
| was a lit le git]; and &be sat down on a chair 
quite overcome. 

Yes, that old, wrinkled, gray-haired woman 

bad once been a lighied-hearted . child, with 

sunny carls and laughing - eyes, who had 

bung up a little red stocking, sud found some 

very, very long ago, but it all came back 10 ber 
Bow as she sal there~—the old kitchen, with is 

great fireplace, its tall clock, its hanging. table 
her father’s arme chair, ber mother's low roeker 
in the corner, and the pale, meek face of tha 

mother, who bad one dreary day been put in » 
coffin, and laid in the grave-yard—it was all be 
tore ber as a present reality , and the bard bean 
was melted, : 

‘* Now,” whispered Tom, “grandma is cry- 
ing." 

Mary Burnham wiped a drop from her own 
eye, for, to tell the ruth, she bad felt a litte 
nervous over this experiment of the ehildren, but 

disliking to- damp their enthusiasm, had said no- 
thing of ber tears. 

There was no restraining the little ones an) 
she | longer. * Danwa, happy New Year!” shouted 

Charlie, ruoning up 10 ber, and * Happy New 
Year I" * Happy New Year I resounded from 
the whole, - 

“ Why, bless your souls,” said the old lady 
wiping hereyes, “1 don't know what 0 say, | 
don'i——1 feel” — 

“Du’s mine’ shouted Charlie, pulling out 
the black cat by the ears, and pouncing it ime 
her lap. * I dived.” 

“ And Bessie made that,” exclaimed Tom ; 
“made it herself, and mother quilted the hood 
isn't isnice 7” 

“ And Tom made this cricket for your feet, 
said Aamna; “it wouldn't go ino the stocking, 

but here itis.” Aud Tom looked out of the 
window and began to whisile. 

“ Well, it does beat all* said the old lady 
“ 1 never sce the like of this family ; you're all 
just like your mother, und that's a compliment, 
I can tell you. | thank you all very much: in 

sometimes ; but you mustn't mind it, old folks 
can’t be lke young ones” 

“ Well, mother, a happy New Voi) to yom,” 
said Stephen, in bis clear, manly voice, a8 he 

came in from the wood-ched; “a fine bright 
morning it is, and I hope you'll 
such,” 
"He had neveg called ber mother re — 

never would—never | and the wealth of a king- 
bis wife's heart, 

as did that one word, li showed that the 
in him was overcoming the evil. 

been successful. There bad been - days 
after the arrival of the new j days ‘iu 

wrested llr. (hoc Lr A! 
exercise ; when Stephen was irritated, and 

ad sib ba ake 
i eee Iughp Tromp 

Js 

pretty toy in it from a mother’s hand, It was| 

deed. | know your old grandma is pretty cross, | 

Yes; Mary Burnham's “experiment” ‘had | physician pronounces 

proposed that | spoke severely ; when Tom was sent 10 bis own | 
one of grandma's stockings should be hung on | rooas, and supperiess to lied, bersuse be was im- 

thoogh Tow bad at ret ohjroted, | periinen no 

dering if Ay lod done right, aud | if ever they 
[#hould again be a quiet, orderly household as 
before. But such days had been lived through 
somehow ; and now similiar troubles were of 

gradually softened in that atmosphere of love, 
and better though s had come 10 her, till she had 
now quite lost the old fecling of animosity 9 her 
step-son, and was really nitached 10 his wife and 
children, Still she was no saint, nor was. ever 
likely to be. But Mary saw a bright side 10 
every hing. 

“1 really think, Stephen,” she sail that night 
| * that mother’s conung here was the best hing 
that could have happened for the children, 
Tbey have been taught lessons of self-control 
and self-sacrifice by it, which will be worth more 
than gold or silver ; they have learned to keep 
quiet under provocation ; to give a gentle woud 

know it has done my own soul good—the cffort 
to always feel just right, Yes, I think we all 
love mother now ; and she is so much chang- 
ed. " 

* Yes, bat they war 3 not bave loved her, if 
you had not always managed to cover up all the 

wrong, and show them all the good in Ler.” 

* 0 Stephen, | bave not done thas. 1 have so 
often felt irrnated and unkindly myself.” 

“ Oue thing 1 am sure 01,” said ber husband, 
* it has done me good, | have tried to for get 
old i injuries, and 10 do my daty to her; and i 
hus given me peace o! mind, and the old biver- 
ness Las all gone now. Is is bever toto good to 
those who have tried 10 injure us” 
“ Itis always well to do right” answered 

Mary, her eye bsaming with inward lighs. 
And peace folded her solt wing over tha 

home, and the blessing of God rested upon all 
is inmates — W. & R. 

Agrieyhnre. 

Apples. . 
There is scarcely an article of vegetable fond 

more widely useful and more uvniversally loved 
than the apple. Why every tarmer in the na- 
ton bas not an appie-orchard where the trees 
wil grow at all, is one of ihe mysrenes. Let 
every Jan, lay in from two o lem or more 
bai rels, and it will be to them the most economi- 
cal investment in the whole range of culinaries. 
Aaw mellow a 8 digested mn an bour and a 
halt ; ; whi'st bo RAvRe cabbay ¢ requires five hours, 
Lhe wost healtbhlul dose 1 xt which ean be placed 
on the Libie, is a baked apple. 1 taken freely 
at breakfast with coarse bread and buster, with- 
out meat or flesh of any kind, it has an admira. 
bie effect on the general sysicin, often tr 
coustipalion, eorrceting acidi wes, aid cooling 
tebe couditions, more cfcciually than The 
most approved med:eines. 
I famiiies could be induced 10 RE the 
appre — sound, ripe and luscions—for the 
cokes, candies, and other sweetieats with which 
their children are two often indisereytly stuffed, 
there would dMninution in the som total of 
doctor’ bills in & single year sufficient to ley in 
u stock of this delicious f uit for a whole seca- 
os wse.~ Hall's Journal of Health. 
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CixpErs Por Pigs. ~—J J. Mechi, of TH 
Hail, Eng, bas been publishing his o Bet rant 

be bas learned rhe faot* that pigs are very tond 
of voal ashes or cinders, avd that you van hard- 
ly tar pizs properly on boarded fl oes, without 
giving thew a moderate supply daily, or ecoa- 
sionally.” He says :—* lo the absence of coal 
ashes, buraed Pi or brick diss 8 a good sub- 
sutute. It you do not supply ashes they will 
guaw or eat, the. brick ils of gir sheds, |] 
wave to scicoce 10 explain A cause of this 
want, It is notorious coals, are generally 
sucovesful pig-feeders, Those who find that their 
pias, when shut up, do pot ppogress favorably, 
wil do well to try this plan ; a neighbor of mine 
found that a score of fut pigs consum: : quite a 
basket of burned clay ashes daily. ¢ know 
that there is an abu io Xo of alkali in a 

‘A Suxk Remepy vok Frrow.—It is said F 
somebody, who pretends to know all about 
that the tollowin » $ sure remed for a felon : 
“Take a soap aud stir in air-slack- 

ed lime al A or og consistenc fot glasier's 
pou, Make her thimble, fill'it with this 
Patt and nsert the finger therein and a 

cure ¥o certain 
Lone Prades is a Jai 

w 
on i. lb with that phe wi 
Bie Advocate. 

Cure ¥oR Fapnrag-ot you roumg a 
nail into ber foot rece The inj ced 

| toekjaw of such a char that her 

A 1 old purse then 100k her had Spee 
beet root to her rgmoved then as 
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a slead mukes the following statement ; - 
+ com richest and oe — ay ols 

tas ing) Wed ods 

very rare occurrence. The old Indy’s heart had . 

and a kind deed in reply for a harsh one—and 1 

in fatteming swine, and, smong others things, 
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