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¢ For the Chrisuian Mnuu.or
Letter from Burmabh,

Henthada, Sept. 4, 1860,
My dvar Messenger,

The present, as compdred with earlier periods
in the his'ory of Missions shows signs, I think,
of & true appreciution of the real objeer of Mis-
siots to the Heathen, and more Christian feel-
ing in the prosecution of the great enterprise.
There can be no doubt that at one time, the
column devoted to missionary inteiligence in

vafious periodicals was scarcely regarded as |

readable unless the accounts contained a good
spuinkling of * exciting scenes,’’ * affecting in-
cidents,” &c. &e. Paul tells us that his great
cause of rejoicing was that ** Christ is prenched.”
But many, at the présent day even do not secm
quite to agree with Paul in this watter, Un.
less * large wecessions’’ are reported, the faet
that Christ has been preached over wide dis-
tricts, where his name was before unknown,
and the wondrous story of the Cross told to
multitudes for the first time, affords them but
small satisfuction. 'I'hese remarks ure prefatory
to an account 1 am about to give of a month's
presching tour among wy villages—and bhave
been suggested hy the fear that there may be
some such readers among your subscribers.
As 1 review this menths’ labors 1 find the
gen.ral ¢ifect upon my own mind 10 be a tirmer
resolve than ever before 1o spe d and be spen:
for the Burmese. And yet nome have been
gathered in. What then 7 Christ has been
preashed ! T have been enabled with a fullness
and elicicucy I never knew before, to show w
erowds of hearers, patient attentive hearers the
deceitfulness and desperate weakness of their
own hearts—that they stood before God ** bliind
and naked and miserable,” without excuse ; and
musl come to that Suvieur whbo gave himself
for them. But let me enter somewhat more
into detauil respecting my work during the past
month. [ lelt home on the 6th ule
and creeks being swollen to an unusual extent
large trects of country were under water, and
bence 1 was enubled to visit with my bout
almost any village within & cireunit of perhaps
50 miles, . Passing over the same route, I had
taken in the dry season on my way to the As
soclation (mentioned in & former letter)-—but
now covered with water to the dep'h of from
5 to 20 feer, the first place I stopped at was the
large village of San-u-ay, 1t was almost sub-
merged. ‘1he water had risen above the caves
of the houses, and in most cases the people had
retrented to a sort of cock-loft they hid rigged
up within 4 or 5 feet of the roof. In such
squirrel-nest sort of places they ate, cooked, and
slept ! Bmeérging, when requiring & change,
fron a hole in the wall and paddling off in their
litsle boat to fish or chat with their neighbours,
&e. T'hus state of things would probably strike

{inclined to leave,

The river |+
, | lent assigtant,

preaching to a oo'ngregation in America, Hmu'r1
alter hour passed away and still no one seemed |

Having said all that was ne-
cessury, besides arswering a host of questions

thut were very unnecessary, and my voice be-
| ginning to manifest very evident migas of retiving
for the night, 1 tld the people 1 would knvel
down and worship God, and 1 hoped they would
keep quite still ind uttentive. They seemed
qune pleased with the opportanity of wiitness

Ling an act of worship to a God whim they could
wot see ! And while 1 sought the Divine
blessing upon. the word spoken, the utmost at-
tention, the deepest rilence, was observed. |
then sang the doxology and went back to my
boat. thankful in my heart that se good an op
poriunity had been affurded me for declaring my
messsge. And thus, in every place, sooner or
later. [ succeeded in securing large numbers of
hearers—and many of them asked und received
books, At one small village | found a wan
who had, for some time, been intellectoully
convinetd that Budhism was a myth, and
Chiristiunity alone true.  He bud earelully read
several tructs received from one of the native
preachers, and wished me to sapply him with
such ag he hed not yet seen, | showed him the
fearful peril n which he placed his soul by
pretending, from the fear of man, to eonlorm
to the pructices of Budbism, which he felt to be
foulish, und knew to bhe false. | have lopes
that he may yet be led w Christ, though he

still hus the feur of man wmore than the lear of
God before his eyes.

Shwgy loung s u pretty large town situated
on & gwall branch of the Irrawadi. My lust
visit here, wus severnl years ugo when | was a
wretched stummercr in the language. Hence
it was a gre«t pleasure to be able now 10 make
known to them more thoroughly the way of
lile, Found several here who bave read our
hooks, and huve acquaired a pretty intelligent iden
of what is reqaired of them in order to become
Christians. Taing-daw, the Assistant sa;. puru-d
by the St. Jobn Brussels St, Juv. Mis. Sogiety--is

stationed here, He is still & young man about
35 years of nge, and in every respect un excel-
Would that we had scores of such!
This is one of our most important stations. |
spant three days here in coustant intercourse
with the learned men of the place. The man
wentioned in letter pablished June 6ih, 1860
Ka-long-byan-saya, his so far as mere int.1lec-
tual belicf ic copcerned, shaken himsell gom-
pletely free (rom the degruding man-wowship of
Budhism, Bat his eyes bave yet to be opened’
to see the hatefulness of sin and his own lost
condition on account of 1, The fear of man
which bringeth a snare keeps him from o fear-
less profession before others of his belief in the
living God and his need of salvation. Hence
while there are others in the same town much
his inferiors in mind and knowledge of whom
we have much hope, it is to he feared that Ka-
long-byan-saya will be left to perish in his
pride of intellect and fear of man. [ have

a Nova Seotia missionary as not very fuvorabie much wore to write—of many other places

to preaching !
itis vory mueh so, where there must neces-
sarily be 80 much ennui. The arvival of a
“ white teacher” is bailed as n very pleasant
nove'ty. Pussing from house to house in my
bout several duys were epent in preaching, and
giving trects 1o such as seerved sinoerely
anxious to rvead thew. Passing by without
mention many other villages similarly situated,
and in which the same mode ol operation wus
pursucd—my reception &t Ma-ha-boung de
wands some nubice. Here nearly three days
were spent. At first, with the exception of a
few porsons with whom 1 had previously become
aequainted clsewhere, there seemed no incline
dion 10 listen. © by the deadness of the
people, on Bunday evening after dinner | walk-
ed through the vil'lage in hopes of gaining a
congregation. On pessing & lurge house on
whose nlminh & number of widdle-aged men
were y 1 overheard them exchanging
sneering murh about the ** white books, and
the Eterngl God,”” The whole bearing of these
men was forbiddieg, and yet L felt compelled o

walk up to the house and address them. With u | aid

ﬁdenu,mwhdvﬁtmoq Baimans,
they did not even ask me to st down—but et
me stand in the road snd talk. Thus I stood
talking and answering every i.qlnuykh‘of
questions, until & erowd haviag
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! Here; on the contrary. however, b

| were destroyed ;‘M several

visited, but short preces s-cure more read.rs.
Faithifully yours,
Asrive R R, Crawiey,

i

';r the Christian Messenger.
What shall I de wlth them ?

Reader, I wonder if you was ever in such a
dilemma as | find mysell in jost now 7 Here |
am in the midst of a great pile of old letters,
whieh in the morning 1 emptied from 8 great
hag. end here they are on the floor mized up in
most glorions confusion, presenting the appear-
ance of & ** dead letter office” on a small scale.
Now then, [ must act in the double capacity of
 Post Master General,” and head iclerk with
no * Assistant.” Since the moming, | have
been husily engaged in logking them over, with
a view 1 the ntkdﬂhuﬂo‘olgn most of
them in the flames. Bat as one after the other
is opened, | cannot help giving each a basty
perueal and as my eye rests upon the signatures
at the bottom of each letter, something whispers
to my mind, * Please don’t destroy this letter "
then | lay it on ome side with the thought,
“Well, I will WMQ‘!”Q"*”’.‘-
ing the whole day in this kind of Nk. ﬁl
is nearly a8 large as when 1

2'1

early morning, Now then, u l
and | with shem ?
1 have moved them about from ﬂm to 'h_q,

and from vlaee to place, and very often during
these passing: years, they have been greatly.in
my way. | bave wished agdin

;. 3!

beginning, I could not seem to have strength to
leave the reading, until many, v‘ery many of
them were re-read, the result of which would
lead me to think, “ Well, I'll not distioy them
toduy, but as I get leisure T will look them all
carefully over again, and those possessing value
[ will keep, while the balanée shall go into the
Bames™ And so it has been, how many times 1
cannot tell, until to day 1 am just us undecided
as ever, und ere they are put iuto the fire, 1
wish to read them once more.

Some of them are considerably mere than a
quarter of & century o!d. Many of them were
indited by minds that have passed on te the

fingers which lung since have turned inté dust.
O how ean 1 burn these letters 7 They are the
silent though expressive momentoes of the past,
and they call up before my mind the scenes of
other days as though they were only as yester-
day. True, the paper on which these letiers-
are wriiten looks yellow and fided, but the
pictures which ihey paint are so full of appar-
ent freshness and life, that while looking upon
them, I seem to become young again, and w
forget that the grey hairs are fast multiplying
upon my lace and head,

Indeéd, ‘these old levters almost secmm to
rendering theiisclves vocul to my ears, und they
ull but speak these besceching words, * O do
not destroy us yet,"

- Again 1 usk, “ What am T to do with them ?7”
Well, really, | cannot consent to burn them to
day. 1 wmust therefore ugain do them up in
puckages,—tic them up again in the same old
bag, and wait for ** a convenient season.’”’ |
know thut I have said these same words scores
of times belore, and hence they are not yet
burut, But after a little lunger waiting 1 may

would like to keep them, bat they are so much
inmy way. And beside, my wife sometimes
oomplsin-, and asks, “ Husband, what in the
world do you keep those old letters for ? They
are useless, and in house-cleaning tiwe they are
much in ey way.”

And then the self-same answer has been given
the good woman for at least the put fifieen
years.

“Why wifs, T am enly waiting for tithe, and

A then 1'll do it.” But some how, I never get the

necessdry time.

* Oh ! she rcplies, ** the same old answer yet.
* Can’t get time.! Why you might do it in
twenty minutes, or even less. Let me ask one
of the boys to do it, then your pwn time will
not be taxed Tor the work.”

** No, no, wile, I wish to look them over
again, before this is done.”

** Yes, yes, my husband, and if you do this
belore they shed their light by fire, then they'il
pever be destroyed in your day.”

Perbaps not ! but-still | must insist before
they are burn, that | must read them over once
move. * Hereson, hold the bay while L pat she
letiers back again, It is now too late w0 get
through with the examination this evening, and
hence 1'll wait 50 finish some other time,"’

Ab ! it is hard to desiroy those old lettens.
Does the reader understand Wuy ?

For the Christian Messenger.

Froln Windsor, N, 8. to Port
Hood, ,

LETTER FROM REV. DAVID FREEMAN,

Dear Editor,~1 axvived at shis pluce last
evenung (Friduy), and was glad to receive a
truly welcowme reception from Bro. Tremain
apd his family, The road from Truro hither
way be thus deseribed :—A huge rasp one bun-
dved and fity miles lung and & rod and & half
wide, Truly with such footing * the of a
horse '* would not be duch security from dasger.
And yet sume good may yesult from such trav-
elling. It will demund a new immigration of
wheelwrights to repair damages, and thus pro-
mote wynuluctures, 1§ way also be 8 spiritaal
benefit by (rying the patience of travellors, and
thus making this virtue a perfeet work. The
snow, bowever, is setting in, and 1 expeet from
this stage of wy jourdey that the sleighing ap-

bmuhs with m. will gome into requi-

o“ however, buve oe-
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other and higher life, and were written by Eont “ eurcka”—1 ‘have found it.

breathe and to possess the wonderous power of

get more dourage, aud then I'll do the deed, |1

413

w

The distance from Truro to Pictou is forty
miles. Midway stands Mount Thom, the high
»st land in the province, sottléd to the top,
nd covered with a mantle of stow while thé
ountry around is bare. It was interesting to
race one stream to its source in a lintle alder
‘wamp and then diseover the 01igin of another
treatn near by which flows in an opposite
litection. 1t led one to think of the irrepres-
‘ible curiomty of those who encountered dangers
wnd death to find the source of the Nile and of
sther mighty rivers, and of thiat ancient philo-
'sopher who leaped from bis bath on discovering’
“the solution of a difficult problem, and eried
We like to

trace the origin of things. But even in #o sim-

“.lu a matter as the source of a small rivulet

)
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there is a limit to huwan knowledge. So in the '
Geep things of God if we can trave His works
 to their author we need not wuudur if we can
ponrt.rate no further.

Midway between Merrigomuh and Antigonishe
occurs another range of mountaing covered with
perpetual snow in winter. Here the streams
are lurger. The Postroad passes along the
bank of the streams through a deep gorge, with
steep walls on each side three er foar hundred
feet high covered with a noble hardwood firest.

Aboat forty four wiles from Truro, on 1he
East River, and not far below the Albion coal
mines, | arrived at the town of New Glasgow.
tere temperance secms to be in the ascendent.
On enquiring for a hotel T wus tcld, Yonder is &
hotel but itis a dry one, What do you mean
by *““a dry hotel 7' O they have nothing to
drink. No water 7. Yes, plenty of water ; but
no strong diink. A horse requires nothing
stronger than water, and a man should not be
worse than a horse. A temperanee hotel is it P
Tuat is just the place for me, Thank you. |
was alterwards informed by W. Lippincots,
E:q., &_good friend ol temperance, that very
little intoxieating drink is sold in the place ex-
cept privately. In the county of Pietou the
cause seems to be rapidly gaining ground.
Although I saw a few of * the sens of Buechus
flown with insolence and wine” or something
baser than wine, yet it is to be hoped that the
futher progrvess of temperance prineciples will
wuke such characters the subjects of hisiory or
ol the Asylum for the Insane.

At Merrigomish | turned from the direct road
to visit brethren Lowden and Meldrum. About
ninety miles from Truro by the route taken is
situated the town of Antigonishe. Here we
had preaching on Sunday, and an educational
lecture on the next evening. One hundred and
twenty four dollars weré added 1o the Manning
Fund, mostly notes of hand Here is a nucleus
for & flourishing chureh, and we should not mis-
caloulate upon the strength of the instrumental-
ity required to promote the cause of religion in
this place.  The Romun Catholies have o
flourishing college, and when they complete
their plans in the establishment of full monastie’
institutions for the purpose of educating the pop-
ulation, it will require no mean effort to stem’
the tide. It would he well if some devoted man
could establish a good high school to counteract
the immense inflaence that will soon be brought
to bear against the eause of the gospel. “ TlLe
brethren here ave under weighty respons bili-
tiee.,” May thev have groee to fulfill them. lnstru-
mentally they are sot for the de'ence of the
trath, Never were chrisiians placed in & more
fwworable position for good if they are fuishful,
or for evil, if they shrink from their duties, or
fail in their prolessions of piety. :

Thirty-five miles from Antigonishe is the
Strait of" Canso. Midway is Tracadie. The
Baptiet church 18 shuated along thé banks of
the river for six or eight milis (rom the shore,
They are eolored people. I had spedial reasons
for wishing t spenl ‘the night ameng them.
They bave their new mecting house bourded and
shingled,” But théy' do not worshi
Having taken the material of their old hou
build the new, they now worship n private
houses.  Elder Rickardson visited 'them in the
autumn, and they ‘look for him mh
winter  Heore is an interest” which requires es:
pecial eare. From their peculiar exoitability
they nearly all unite with the ¢hurch aud
at & tender age. ‘Hence the need of
teaching ** live upon like,” to keep 'them in the
right way. T stopped at the ministers’ Wome
the house of Mrs. John Bowden and was kindly
entertained. She employs a teacher 10 instract
her family and in the evening all were busy at
their reading, writing and eyphering. * Although
there woald ‘be s neial allowance from the
; | tredsary, they have no sehool’ in the sétrlenient:
Will not some devotéd and pious young woman

g0 to that placeand teash them and tabor witha!
mwmu wum&f 1 Gan “ehifk of
wid be of ser-
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