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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

[SEPTEMBER 12.

Jeachers’ Depariment.
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Sabbath School Scripture Lessons.

SEPTEMBER 16th, 1860.
Read—Jonn xiii. 18-38: The traitor revealed.
Josnvua vi. : Jericho taken and destroyed.

Recite—Joun xiii. 12-17.

SEPTEMBER 23rd, 1860.

RKead— Jonn riv. 1-14 : Christ comforts his dis-
eigleu. 1 Kines i. 11-40 : David appoints
Solomon his successor,

Recite—Jonn xiii. 33-35.

———

 MESSENGER ALMANAC.
From September 9th, to September 22nd 1860.

_/) Last Quarter, September 8, 6.52 Morning.
L1

New Moon, 15, 1.54 “

First Quarter, ¢ 219 7. 10 Afternoon.

Full Moon, “ 29, 9.25 “
¢! Da SUN. | MOON. High Water at
5! Day| . = ol
A | Wk.|Rises.|Sets. | Rises. | Sets |Halifax.| W indsor.
9BU.153836 2211 47, 233, 1 2" 6 36
10} M. {5 346 20/morn.| 3 23| 2 46 735
11| Tu. {5356 18| 1 4/ 4 0] 4 14 8 32
121 W. |5 366 16| 2 19| 4 39' 5 22 9 28
1391 Th. |5 3716 14| 3 40| 5 6/ 6 14 10 23
14| F. |56 38.6 12| 4 68| 5 34| 6 57 il 16
I5{Sa. | 5 396 10| 6 19! 5 69| 7T 37 A‘L
16 SU.|540(6 8, 738 6 22| 8 13 ;3
17| M. |6 416 7|9 O, 652 8 53 1 56
18/ Tu. |5 426 5/10 18| 7 28, 9 35 353
19 W. |543(6 3/1133/ 8 9 10 20 356
20/ Th.|5 446 1]A. 43| 8 55| 11 11 449
N} F. | 545|559/ 1 41| 9 53| morn. 5 47
22| 8a. | 5 475 57] 2 30/10 54/ O 13 6 42

*o* For the time of Hicn Warter at Pictou, Pugwash,

Wallace, and Yarmouth add 2 hours to the time at
aX.

*o* For Hierm Warter at Annapolis, Digby, &e.. and
ot 5t. John, N. B., add 3 hours to the time at Halifax.

*+* The time of Hiea Warer at Windsor is also the
time at Parrsboro’, Horton, Cornwallis, Truro, &e.

*.* For the LExGTE OF DAY double the time of the
san’s setting. :

The Prose of Mhitrimony.

1 suppose there is a modicam of romance in
most natures, and that if it gathers about any
event, it is that of marriage. Most people marry
their ideals. There is more or less fictitious and
fallacious glory resting upon the head of every
bride, which the inchoate husband believes in.
Most men and women manufacture perfection in
their mates by a bappy process of their imagina-
tions, and them marry them. This, of course,
wears, away, By the time the husband bas seen
bis wife eat heartily of pork and beans, and with
ber bair frizzled, and ber oldest dress on full of the
enterprise of overbauling things, he sees, that she
belongs to the same race as himself. And she,
when her husband gets up cross in the morning,
and undertakes to shave himself with cold water
and a dull razor, while his suspenders dangle at
his beels, begins to see that max is a very prosaic
animal. In other words, there is such a thing as
a boneymoon, of longer or shorter duration ; and
while the moonshine lasts, the radiance of the
seventh heaven cannot compare with it. Itisa
very delicions litile delirium—a febrile mental
disease, which, like measles, never returns.

When the honeymoon passes away, setting be-
bind dull mountains, or dipping silently into the
stormy sea o! life, the trying hour of marriage lile
bas come. Between the parties there are no
more illusions. The feverish desire of posses-
sion has gone—vanished into gratification—and
all excitement has receded. Then begins, or
should begiu, the businese of adaptation. If they
find they do not love one another as they thought
they did, they should double their assiduous at-
tentions 1o one another, and be jealous of every-
thing which tends in the slightest degree to sepa-
rate them. Life is too precious to be thrown
away ia secret regrets or open differences. And
lot me say to every one to whom the romance
of life has fled, and who are discontented in the
slightest degree with their condition and rela-
tions, begin this work of reconciliation -before

you are a day older.

Renew the attentions of earlier days. Draw
your hearts close together. Talk the thing over.
Acknowledge your faults to one another, and de-
termine that henceforth you will be all in all to
each other ; and my word for it, you shall find in
your relation the sweetest joy earth bas for you.
There is no other way for you to do. If you
are happy at home, you must be happy abroad ;
the man or woman who has settied down upon the
conviction that he or she is attached for life 10
an uncongenial yokefellow, and that there is no
way of escape, bas lost life ; there is no effort
too costly to make, which can restore 1o its

First Babies.

A somewbat extended observation, and a sol-
itary experience, bave convinced us that first
babies have a bard time. Parents must have
two or three children, before they know whata
baby is—know how to treat it, and acquire pa-
tience sufficient to treat it properly. The poor
little fellows that have the misfortune to come
along first, baye to educate parents to their task,
and in the process they get spanked, aud shaken
and abused. After a man has three or four chil-
dren, he learnsthat whipping or striking a child
less than two years of age is baroarism. Weknow
one ‘ paternal head” who strack his first child
when only six weeks old he actually believing tha:
the child knew better than to cry andthat he stop-
ped erying at that particular time because he
struck bim. We carry.certain notions of chil-
dren and of family government into married life,
and the first child is always the victim of these
notions. And'hot alone of these, for the parents
bave not learned self-control, and a baby is
whipped quite as often because the parent is im-
patient or angry, as because it is vicious or in-
tractable. We inflict on our first children the
floggings we ought to have for our own impatience
or fretfulness, This pounding children before they
become, in God’s eye, morally responsible beings
is very etrange business. Patience, good people
unwearying patience ! Don't wait to learn [it,
until one of your little ones shall be hidden

under the daisies. —Springfield Republican.

Irrelponsibie Christians,

These terms sound like a contradiction. The
adjective seems to belong to a different family
from the noun. It is a misalliance, One of these
unequal yokes, against which the Apostle Paul
and goed sense bave always protested, but never-
theless such a marriage as not unfrequently takes
place in a world made wp of “ the sons of God,”
and “the daughters of men,” But what is an
irresponsible Christian ?

First. He is a Christian who assumes for
bimself no responsibility to attain to the fullness
of the stature of Jesus Christ. He does not feel
interest enough in godliness to select even a
standard. He neither rons, nor walks, mor
stands in the way of life—he merely drifts, and,
like all all drift-wood, in high water be is in the
middle of the siream ; and in low water he hangs
on a sandbar, or clings to the shore, or most lhikely
sticksin the mud all begrimmed waiting to be wagh-
ed off, and floated onward by the next swelling~.in
all likelibood ** the swelling of Jordaa,” which
will at last launch him on the sluggish tide of
the Dead Sea.

Second. The irresponsible Christian holds him-
self bound by no general obligation “ to do good
to all men, especially 10 those of the household of
faith.”  Objects outside of himself sit lightly
on his conscience. When appealed to for such
objects, his secret speech is, * What business
bave they to bring their wants here? Why
don’t they make collections at home ?” He does
not realize that al! Christians belong to the same
body, and are members one of another, and that
one of these members is suffering in Ireland or
Persia, no more excuses us from aiding and com-
forting bim, than the absence of a child from the
homestead cats off his right or our duty to belp
bim. An irresponsible Christian often gets to
these hard priuciples of conduct by calling him-
self @ Methodist or Presbyterians, and then call-
ing Methodists and Presbyterians * those of his
own household”—a kind of logic which neither
Paul nor Christ deemed valid, but rather other-
wise.

A third class of irresponsible Christians are
made after even a smaller pattern. They join
the church as a politician joins a party. They
are not lorm into it, There is no community
of life and no communion of spirit between them.
They are a sort of camp followers or suttlers,

hoping for victory and plunder, and in times of | ba

peace ormarchiug,‘* selling provisions and liquor”
10 such of the Lord’s host, who, like themselves,
follow godliness for gain ; persons to whom “ the
loaves and fishes” and not the miracles of Christ
are proofs that religion is a good thing.

A fourth kind of i ble Christian is
man who takes no interest in the prayer-meeting of

lllyvdnndln baving
*|off a bohhupofr:h.vbhibil.ohnr

church, beyond renting a pew for their family,
and perbaps regularly occupying it on the Sab-
bath. If there is any work to be done for the
Sabbath school, or for the poer, or the stranger,
they alwaysexcuse themselves, until at last, from
the delicacy which such indifterence begets, no
one thinks of asking them to do anything.

A sixth sort of irresponsible Christians is dis-
covered when a church wishes to make up the
minister’s salary, or pay a church debt. It is
perfectly astonishing how many Christians there
are in every community, who will enjoy every-
thing about a church enterprise but assisting to
pay its honest and necessary expenses. People
who will enjoy the preaching for a whole year,
but feel no responsibility to pay tor it, or to pay
in an honorable proportion. '

Is there yet a seventh kind of these irresponsi-
ble persons, and are they Christians? In a
church of one hundred and thirty, are there only
ten working members ? Out of thirteen Chris-
tian men, only one responsible Christian ? QOut
of thirteen Christian women, only one responsi-
ble Christian? One advanced clergyman once
told us that when he entered the ministry, he
thought there was one in ten. He now believed
there was but one in twenty. Only one in ten,
thirteen or twenty, that is responsible for fuel,
light, rent, salary, singing, Sabbath school, prayer-
meeting, charity—a developed Christian charac-
ter.— Herald.

The barrel of Flour.

When Dr. David Nelson was once ahout leav-
ing home on a preaching tour, his wife said to
bim, *“ My husband, we bave no flour in the
house, and it will not do for you to leave :ue and
the children without anything to eat.” The doc-
tor was in doubt, and sat down to consider what
he should do. To give up his tour would be a
great disappointment. He determined 10 pro-
ceed, but told his son to yoke the oxen to the wag-
on and follow after him, to see if the Lord would
not direct them to some place where they might
ges a supply. A few miles on the road was a
mill, but it was owned by an infidel, who bitter-
ly bated Dr. Nelson, because the latter had not
only alandoued infidelity, but had shot at it
many fierydarts. Toask this infidel miller to fur-
nish bLis family with flour, without -the money,
would not only be a severe trial of his feelings,
bat most likely would be met with a refusal, and
perbaps, with curses. He proceeded, resolved

that if the worst came, he would even ask the
infidel to sell bim flour on credit. Busy with
these thoughts as he rode along, he heard his
name called by some one, and turning in the di-
rection, he saw a little girl running toward him
from a house that stood off the road, calling out
“Dr. Nelson ! Dr. Nelson !” When she came
up she put into his band a-very little parcel,
saying, “ Mother sent you this.” It contained a
five-dollar gold coin, just the price of a barrel of

flour, which was purchased at the mill and sent
home by bis son.

w
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How much hay will a sheep consume during
the winter months ?

“ The usual rate of the consumption of food
is at the rate of 34 pounds of bay daily for every
100 pounds of live weight. It is rare that a
whole flock of .fine wooled sheep will average
more than 70 pounds for each bead, though it
may be that this weight is exceeded in some in-
stances, At the rate mentioned, a flock of 100
sheep should use up or consume 280 pounds of
hay per day, or a total of 25 tons in the winter
season that lasted 180 days. If grain forms a
part of the ration, of course of the bay may be
saved ; but if the animal is to be kept growing
wool, it will need its full ration of hay, and a
little grain, 100.” —Michigan Farmer.

The Vegetarians of New York gave a dinner
to Mr. D. U. Martin, the wherry voyager, their
worthy disciple. For the benefit J who
ve never partaken of a vegetarian dinner we
give the bill of fare —Boiled Corn, Stewed Toma-
toes, Stewed Lima Beans, Mashed Potatoes,
Graham Crackers, Steward Pears, Apples, Corn
Starch Jelly, Apple Pie, Pelcbea Bread,
T Pudding, Green Gage Plums, Water-
melous, Sweet Potatoes, Ace-water.

There is now growing in the gardens of Moor-
send, near Chelienbam, Eng., an i

-hi‘t: r:o“m.!:sdnyfod “'!tinmu
rfect est to between
f;,ooo M:",.OOO wm it.-'h:in., liter-

bioom, desiees thrown
round it, and present t

appearance of a bed of
snow.

‘BeEs, m:;r;-mln. A. G, Morse
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A column of Varieties.

Tae NeEwsPAPER~I am a newspaper; I
carry the news to all of your dwellings— where-
ever you choose; a more faithful servant can
bardly be found, almost omnipresent I'm scatter-
ed around. Like stars in the heavens, snd sands
on the shore ; like leaves that have fallen when
summer is o'er, I fly o’er the land, I pass o’er the
sea, I brave every danger—it's pleasure for me.
I gather the news from the steamers and cars and
telegraphs, sparkling with trade peace and wars,
[ fill up my mission, defending the Truth, and
teaching usefu! lessons for old men and youth.

QUESTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMINATION, — 1,
FDou it cost anything to print a newspaper ? 2,
How long can a printer afford to furnish a news-
paper without pay ? 3. Do printers eat, drink
and wéarclothes ? 4. If they do, how co they get
them ?. 5. Do I owe for my paper ? Is not this
particular period a first-rate time to “ pay up P’
Say aloud to yourself and then send it on.

Asx Your SsstEr~Don’t propose to any
feminine until you have asked your sister what
she thinks about it. Girls know oue another;
and when thcre is no rivalry, you may depend
upon them. If you are so unfortunate as not to
to have a sister, ask your cousin. Cousins are

not always to be-relied upon, and mothers are
partial.

A woman always looks another woman all
over, and then looks her through. = Let her get
but a glance, and she will tell you the cost og a
lady’s clothes to two and six-penece, and be very
likely to make as good an estimate of the value
of the lady herselt from a dozen little indications
a man would never think of. ¢

Mrs. Betsey Adams, a young damsel of 108
years, attended a chiurch at New London, Conn.
on Sunday last, and also the evening service, and

she walked half a mile before breaktast.

WanTep 10 KxOow.—A little four-year-o'd
the other day nonplussed its mother by making
the following inquiry :—

‘ Mother, if a man is a Mister, ain’t a wornan
a Mistery ?”’

A gentleman baving ‘a horse that ran away

bor that he wished to purchase it for his wife 1o
ride upon. “ No,” said the wretch, 1 intend to
marry again myself, .

The prettiest trimming for a woman’s ‘bonnet
is a good-bumored face.

A benevolent old gentleman used to give a-

way wood by the cord, in order as he said, to
bave it re~<corded above.

A darkey’s instructions for putting on a coat,
were, * Fust de right arm, den de lef, and den
gib one general conwulshun.”

Tae OLp MAN’s SkcrET.—An aged clergy-
wan, who bad known not one day’s iliness, was
|asked his secret.  “ Dry feet and'early rising,”

was his reply ; “ these are my only two precau-
tions,”

FATTeENiNG TurkeEys—Charoal mixed with

| the food given to Turkeys increases the fat won-

derfully. Each bird should get about one gill a
day.

A Daxeerous Rioe.—The Hamliton, C. W,,
Spectator tells of a sailor from Buffalo who rode
from Hamilton to London, on the Great Western
Railway, clinging to the truck, under the car.
He got aboard the train at Suspension Bridge,
and baving no money to pay bis fare was ejected
at Hamilton. On the traiu reaching Paris, the
conductor was astonished to see his sailorship
standing onthe platform. He refused 1o answer
how he had travelled, and, as the conductor had
not seen bim in the train, he was naturally enough
puzzled. The train passed on ; but, lo! when it
drew up to the London station, there was a sail-
or again. The Conductor began to think that
he was baunted by some spectral “ Ancient
Mariner:"’ but by severe questioning he elicited
{rom the man the confession that be had ridden
as we_have described. He was not allowed 10
resume bis perilous position, nor was he granted
a free ride in the cars for the rest of the journey
a8 be should have been.

Pravive At FAapLye—~A correspondent of
North-Western  Christian  Adpocate tells of a
Methodist minister who, baving overheard the
conversation of bis flock on secular subjects, Just
before the Sunday service began, concluded bis
ther, grant especially 1o bless us in our corn in-
terests, and if we should be permitted to come pp

port favorably éongerning our poultry, and sll
in beaven.. or Chriecs ks, Amen.”
It is in vain ta bope to please ,all jalike.  Let

.u.l *”"“ ',' In!" - Ly . i
o ¥ vu!-’;t'c‘o', - )'.”“

spoke in meeting. On the following morning |

and broke his wife’s neck, was told by a neigh- .

on next Fourth Sunday, may we be able to re-



