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orresponoence.

‘ For the Christian Messenger.

Plain Letters, on a plain subject,
to plain t‘olkqj.

[No. 6.]

“ It is more I;Ieued to give thau to receive.” e’

* Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of
them shall be witness against you, and shall eat your
flesh as it were fire.”—James v. 3. * And others save
with fear pulling them out of the fire.—Jude 23,

We have considered parsimony as arising
from various sources ; but its most revolting
character remains to be examined, One wishes
to leave a patrimony to his children, another to
die rich, and another to gratify his love of
power. But the miser ioves money for ils own
sake. He has an appetite for gold not unlike
the drunkard’s thirst for ardent spirits, To
this desire all else must yield. Outward com-
forts are nothing to the miser, Toil and self-
denial and dianger and suffering are nought if
they only add to his treasures. The head, and
back, and feet may go bare, and the stomach
empty, if the eye can only see, and the hand feel
the heap of yellow dust. Were the privations,
and sufferings, and intere:ts of the human family
laid together in & balance, in the miser’s esti-
mation one dollar placed in the other scale
would outweigh them all. Education, morals,
religion, missions, and bible societies are thrown
aside as rubbish if they threaten to lessen his
heap of dollars, His eye-hall is not half so
tender as his pocket. In life and in death his
eorrows concentrate there. While he lives his
chief concern is to guard his sovereigms, and
when he dies his chief regret is that he must
leave them behind him. The glory of God to
him is not half so bright aad alluring as his
shining dust. Milt-n descrihes Mammon walk-
ing the streets.of the celestal city, with down-
cast eye, ** admiring more the gold of heav.
en's pavements '’ than he did the glories of the
eternal throne. No doubt such a character,
if be could enter heaven would act thus, But
according to the bible such a character can
never walk the golden streets of the New
Jerusalem. The word of God declares that
‘ The covetous man who is an idolator shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.” Well may
such an one be called & miser. He is- indeed
miser—able in life, in death, and to all eternity,

Let no one sappose that he is not in danger
of sinking into the character here given. As
well might the moderate drinker say, that he is
not in danger of dying in delirium tremens, as
one who yields to covetousness in any degree,
suppose that he is in no danger of being given
up to his darling appetite for gold, and sinking
into unalleviated misery, Well might the
apostle James ery out, * Weep and howl ye
rich men for the miseries that shall come upon
you. Your garments are moth-caten. Your
gold and silver are cankered. The rust thereof
shall eat your flesh as it were fire.” Who knows
but that like Tantalus famishing from thirst
with water all around him, the sufferings of
the miser in the future world. will be, that
treasures of gold and silver shall be temptingly
epread out before him, but that when he
clutches after them they shall continually elude
his grasp. * If euch was his occupation on earth,
18 it unreasonable to suppese that such will be
hie punishment in the world of despair?

The unhappy destiny of the miser might he
illustrated by particalar examples. Bat I for-
bear.

The Lord Jesus who said *‘ it is more hlessed
to give than to receive '’ has drawn the picture.
‘‘ How hardly shall they that have riches enter
into the kingdom of God.” * How hard is it
for them that trust in riches to enter into the
kingdom of God,”” ** It is easier for a camel to
g through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of God."'—Mar
x. 2.

When therefore the fetters of covetousness
begin to tighten around the heart, may we

seven green withs with which he was bound or
a8 & thread of tow is brokes when it toucheth
the fire."’

Cuariry,
Nove Scolia, Dec, 15, 1859.

e —

The following letter should have appeared
last week. [t was anintentionally omitted.

lﬂ the Christian Messenger,
Leller from Rev, D, Freeman.

Biwce commumicating on the progress of the
Manning Fand, I have been somewhat inter-
rupted in my work by attending first to the

again to the half-yearly examination at the in-
stitutions,

and Perot.

I have, however, done something—
having visited Belcher Street, the mountain,

I have to-day returned to my work

within the limits of Canar church. After
passing carefully over this, it will be nesessary

to proceed more rapiply over other fields.

It may be asked, Why begin with a Profes-
sorship in the name of Father Manning instead

f some other of the old ministers? I would

reply that we must begin with some one, even

though we intend to commemorate the names
of all, ~And as in futare ages the college will

need a large number of professors, if thought
expedient all deserving characters can be thus
honored. Bat at present Elder Manning seems
to stand first, as the founder of the institution.

Let us hear the story from his own pen, as pub-
lished in the Christian Messenger for March 14,
1851. Speaking of the necessity for these in-
stitutions, he proceeds, ** The loss I myself sus-
tained for wapt of a good education, has often
led me to pity young men of piety and talent
who were impelled to preach the Word of Life,
who at the same time could not read correctly.
How mortifying” to a pious youth of good un-
derstanding, while addressing his fellow men on
the great matters of the soul, to know that part
of his congregation look upon him as an igno-
rant declaimer, How often have I, with others,
mourned to see youths possessing powerful in-
telests who might, under proper teaching, be-
come polished stones in the temple, left for
want of education, to resemble the rough stones
in the quarry, before the skill of the artist is
exercised upom them. 1 have often exclaimed,
what are we Baptists in these Provinces to come
to? Must we always be deprived of those ad-
vantages which ethers so largely possess? Can
no effort be made on our part to procure the
means of training up our young men to fill im-
portant stations in the civil and religious de-
partments of society? This subject was brought
to my attention particularly by the Rev. Dr,
Baldwin of Boston, Dr, Chaplin of Maine,
and Dr, Chapin of Washington. These dea

men of God had often enquired if a public
school could not be instituted by the Baptists
of Nova SBeotia, though at the first it might be
apon & small scale. In the winter of 1827, 1
communicated my views, grounded on those
saggestions to a beloved friend in Halifax, and
to my great joy, the next June our worthy
friends and brethren of the Granville Street
Church came to the Association at Horton pre-
pared with a prospectus, &c. 1 need not refer
to what followed as the results of this move-
ment, as they are so generally known.

Our institutions at Horton were instituted by
the Baptist bbdy. They are ours. We cannot
neglect them and be guiltless. We must sus-
tain them by our prayers and contributions
when needed. If we do 8o’ God will ‘bless us.
If we donot, I am assured he will frown upon
us, and surely we ought, as a people, to dread
the disapprobation of our eovenant God.”’

Tkis interest in our educational movements
Mr. Manning retained till his death. We can-
not then doubt his claim to be thus honored in
the promotign of a cause that lay so near his
heart,

In closing, I would remind the friends of
the College, that the first quarter's salary of the
Professors is now due for the present year.
Will those [riends who are in arrears for inte:
rest or extra subscriptions, make an effort to
meet this requirement? Also the local Agents
might render substantiai aid by the prompt
collection of those lists which have heen placed
in their hands. It is to be hoped that soon saf-
ficient funds will be forwarded to the Treasurer,
J. R. Fiteh, M. D., in Wolfville, to meet the
| pressing demand, :

Yours in t
D. Fr
Cernwallis, Dec. 23, 1858,
[ Christian Visitor ﬂ'/uuoopy.]

——

k,
"Agent,

_ For the Christian Messenger.
Donation Visits.

AT WINDSOR.
Drag Mg, Ep1or,

Please allow me, through the Messenger, to
retarn my warmest thanks to my friends, more
than & hundred of whom met Mrs, Weiton and
myself at the vestry of our Chapel on the even-
ing of the 22pd ult. After an excellent tea
prepared by thé ladies, they presented me, in
the person of Dr. Harding, & purse containing
over £20 in cash, besides other useful arsicles
sufficient to raise that amount to £41 0s. 10d.
Appropriate addresses were delivered by Jawmes
O'Brien Foq , Dr, Parker and others, and the

ssttlement of my family in Wolfville, and now

AT CANSO.

On the 16th inst., the members of the Bap-
tist church at Canso, made a donation visit to
the pastor, at the parsonage. A goodly num-
ber came, and left substantial and acceptable
evidence of their a'tachment, in money, cloth-
ing, and eatables. They brought with them
abundant provision for a repast, and the young
ladies furnished the company with a splendid
tea. The evening passed off pleasantly in con-
versation, with an address from the pastor,
The pastor was reminded of the presents and
donation visits, he was accustomed to receive
when in the United States.
house at Canso, he has received a present from
some one of his people almost every week.
Such kindness cannot fail to have a happy effect
on the mind of the minister. The union of

the prosperity of the cause,

Joux MiLLER.
Canso, Dec 206th, 1859.

——— - PN SP——

For the Christian Messenger.

Mission to Margaret’s Bay.

1 have just finished the rémaining two weeks
of the Mission assigned me by the Board—at
Margaret’s Bay, Indian Harbor, &e., &o.
Meetings for prayer and exhortation, confer-
ence and preaching, were held at Black Point,
Mason's Point, Hubley Settlement, and Indian
Harbor. 1 preached once in Peggy's Cove. In
all the above places, the people listened to the
woid 'with deep and solemn @ttention. But
especially at Mason’s Point and Hubley’s Set-
tlement the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit was manifest. Many were, wo trust,
liberated from the bondage of corruption, and
brought into the glorious liberty of the children
of God.

I spent eight weeks in the service of the
Board, during which time I preached forty-
three sermons, attended eight Conference meet-
ings, visited thirty-five fumilies, and baptized
Sforty-two persons, most of whom are in the
bloom of life.

Everyamark of christian affection and regard
was shown me by thé brethren and sisters, to
whom I beg to tender my sindere thanks. May
the reward promised to him who gives-to drink
* a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple,”
he theirs,

Although the fisheries have failed for these
two or three years past, and consequently the
people feel the pressure of ** hard times,”’ yet
they have done what they could for the support
of the Mission, 1 received' on behalf of the

Board—

At Black Point, . - - - - £311. 1
Mason’s Point, * . - . 3 9 3
Hubley Settlement, - . YA W 8
Indian Harbor, . . - . 'y D

Mouthly Concert collection in Bridgewater, 1 10 0

The work is still gomg on, It is of the
utmost importance that the field should be oe-
cupied just now. Nething but imperative duty
compelled me to leave. May the Lord send
them a messenger to proelaim to thém the Word
of life, and may many more be gathered in to
the ehurch of ** such as shall be saved.”

Yours faithfully,
L. J. SxinNEr,

For the Christian Messenger.

Obituary Notices.
Mgessis EDITORS,—

After baving deferred the preparation of a
Memoir of our excellent Brother Stronach for a
considerable space of time, in order to obtain
additional information relative to his labors
abroad, I deem it requisite to proceed to the
discharge of that duty now, with such scanty
materials a8 I have been able to collect,

. 1t is my earnest desire that some one intimate-
ly acquainted with our valued Brother Bentley,
whose early demise wany deeply lament, may

speedily furnish you with an aceount of his life
and labors,

As ever, yours in Chriss.

Cuanves Turesn.
Aylesford, Dec. 28th, 1859,

MEMOIR OF Rev. EBENEZER STRONACH.

¢ He, being dead, yet speaketh.”” Sugh is the
inspired statement resp-cting ** righteous Abel.”’
If, however, a record of his faith and obedience
had not been transmitted to subsequent genera-
tions, he would not have continued to speak.
Henge manifestly ap the propriety and
utility of publishing Memoirs of men eminent
for faith and piety.
“:hmlnﬂwou:h. son of the late George
Mary Stronach, was born in U Wilmot
on the 4th ds{ of October, 1792 ’m parents
were among the firss mu'm
Wilmot, in Annapolis County, which from
their early residemce in l;‘ {u been called
‘ Stronach Mountain,”’ Daring - thful
days of Ebemeser there were very -:‘::lubi-

evening was very pleasantly lgo‘t‘ W»“
. M. Warron,

tanw; and consequently no school was taughs

£\ .

Since he has kept- |

minister and people is of great importance to |

of that section of

13

there, His father, however, who ‘'was a man of
considerable learning and intelligence, attended
to the instruction of . his childrén at home with
commendable diligence. By this means Ebene-
zer reccived the rudiments of an English educa-
tion. He is said to have been a: steady, well- -
disposed, and industrious youth.

My acquaintance with him commenced in the
early part of the year 1815. Having recently
obtained a hope of pardoning mercy, 1 took an
active part for the first time in a religions meet-
ing héld on Stronach Mountain near the resi-
dence of " his tather, with whom he then lived.
On conversing personally with him, 1 perceived
that he was a thoughtful and considerate young
man, who was disposed to listen attentively- to'
religious ipstruction and warning.

He subsequently found eonsolation in Christ ;

| was baptized by the late vererable Thomas

Handley Chipman, “nd became an esteemed
member of the Baptist Chureh in Nictaux.
Being, however, naturally diffident, for some
years he took no prominent part in the promo-
tion of the Redeemer'stcause.

When a powerful and extensive revival of
religion occurs, its beneficial influence in the
reelaiming of notoripus backsliders, 'and in the
conversion of ‘the ungodly, is very apparent,
and becomes a theme of general remark. The
salutary cffects, howeser, produced in many in-
stances upon sedate and upright Christians, are
ordinurily less, noticed ; but they are no less
real, nor {cu worthy of acknowledgment, From
these great benefits® frequently result, both to
the individuals, and to others through. their
means. Such was evidently the case with re-
ference to Bro. Stronach. The gracious visita-
tion which commenced toward the-close of the
year 1828 in Aylesford and adjacent places,
eflected -u great and abiding improvement in
him. His Esitb and hope were much strength-
ened, and his zeal unj aetivity mightily in-
creased. Religion became his daily theme. He
naturally took plessure in music ; and now it
was his delight to sing the praises of the Most
High.
ing welfare of his lellow men, he diligently
improved opportunities to aid in promoting it,
buth in public and privute.

A Baptist Church was formed in Aylesford,
including Upper Wilmot, on the ith day of
March, 1829 ; and Bro, Stronach was one of
the members of which it was composed. As he
evidently possessed the qualifications requisite
for the Deacomhip, he wus chosen, on the 20th
day of April following, to fill this office. The
duties of it were satisfactorily uischarged till he
was appointed to another.

It uppears (rom the Recorde of the Chureh,
that, as he was endaed with much caution and
prudence, he was frequently put on Committees;
and when any Council was called in adjacent

laces, he was almost invariably one of the
Jelegates sent by this Chureh, lle was aiso
repeatedly chosen to attend Asscciations.

As Brother Stronach was earnestly desirous
to labor for the furtherance of the cause of
Christ, and for the salvation of lost sinners, and
his talents, though not brilliant, were wanileat-
ly adapted to usefulness, on the 10th day of

ebruary, 18:1, he received a License to preach
the gospel, To this work he attended faithfully
and beneficially, both within the bounds ef the
Church to which he belonged, and likewise in
destitute places abroad.

He often travelled in places where there was
no ‘ordained Minister near, and where the ad-
winistration of religious ordinances was re-
quired. It was therefore deemed desirable that
he should be set apart to the work (f the
ministry by the imposition of hands. Accord-
ingly lesters were addressed to sister Churches,
and a large number of Delegat:s, including
some of the venerable fathers in the winistry,
assembled. By unanimous agreement he was
ordained as an Evangelist, 23rd May, 1833,

This faithia! laboror, being now authorised
to discharge all the duties of the Christian
ministry, visited numerous places in Nova
Scotia and New Bruvswick ; and his labors
were obviously attended with the divine hles-
smog. e was sometimes employed by the Do-
mestic Missionary Board ; but he often per-
formed long tours among the destitute withous
any worldly compensation, suve occasionil small
contributions and donations. With unques-
tionable truthfuloness he might have said to
those among whow he preached, ** I soek unot
yours, but you."

When Bro. Stronach was at howme he readily
aided in sustaining the interests of religion, by
his influence and efforte. By the labor of his
hands, however, he principally supported his
family Haviag married Amy Randall, a daugh-
ter of the late worthy Deacon David Randall,
he became the father of five sons and three
daughters, The nts enjoyed the satisfac-
tion of having orderly, quies, and industrious
children, who, when they attained to sufficient
age, greatly relieved their father from care,
and thus afforied him an oppurtunity to go
abroad in the discharge of uunilwria{ duty,
without anxiety in reference to home. He was
called to part with one of them, who died n
the assurance of faith : and the others, (ex-
cepting one, for whom also he entertained a
hope,) be was indulged with the rrivilege o!
:eel:é united with the churgh to which he be-

on

One prominent trait in the charaster of this
amiable disciple of Jesus was his lave of .
His placid and cheerful eountenance clearlydn-
dieated the pacific di"uultion of his heart.
When digs:nsion and ‘Wivision unhappily ee-
curred in the church of which he was &« mem-
ber. he strove %0 promote harmony and kind
feeling. So frée was his mind from all bitter-

.| ness, and so cautious was he in all his wove-

ments and expressions, that he invariably re-
tained the confidence and esteem of the com-

r""d“'f.":,'.;“f‘ His labors were therelore ac-

Feeling a deep concern for the everlast- "
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