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T HE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER .
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’thnt venerable bbdy. it was distinctly under-

stood that the Mission ground which the old As-
sociation sought to reach end cultivate should

[The following communications will afford Le considered common ground - and-<be open to

gratification to our readers, We were assured
that the complaints of * Vox' might be fully

met, and satisfactorily explained. We feel the
force of Brother Armstrong's remark and agree
with him and also Rev. Dr. Tupper that gener-
ally such charges against public bodies should
not be allowed, exoept the writer affixes his
name to what he publishes. For that reason
we appended our comments to the letter of
* Vox populi,” But as we knew not the exten
of the complaint and supposed it might magnify
end extend itself if it were puppressed, we
therefore deemed it better to allow the subject
ventilation, Especially, did we prefer this
eourse, seeing that the writer gave us his name
and with it the limited restriction, that * when
absolutely required” we could insert it, W hilst
we hold the opinion that anonymous attatks
upon publie bodies should be discountenanced,
yet wo think it well to give as much freedom
as possible 1o the expression of opinion, consis-
tent with the duty of defending the ncts of
public bodies, especiully when those acts ure not
eensurable, but rather to be commended.”

One fact is brought out incidentally in Dr,
Tupper’s letter, and also in the Rev, Mr. Arm-
strong’e, which will be very gratifying to those
of our brethren who may have partially for-
gotten it, which is, that although for purposes
of convenience the denomination in the Province
is divided into three separaté Assoviations, yet
in its sympathies and operations those three are
really oue body ; and rejoice now as formerly
in cooperation where that cin be effcoted.  May
the union be more and more cemented by such
wots as the Central and Eastern aiding the French
Mission, while the Western uids the Gaelic and
Home Missions! We tiust tLat ** Vox Popuii”
will hencelorth use his endeavours to prevent
the injury which it is feared his letter would
produce. We commend to him the French
Mission in particular. It has peculiar claims
upon him as well as others, The Home Mis-
sionary Boaid oo is worthy of more confidence
then he or any one else has placed in it. The
unly feeling we should cherish is the desiie to
do more, und give more, ip bebalfl of both theee

objecis thun has ever yet been done or given
—Kn, C, M.} :

—— e~

For the Christian Messengor.
Reply to “Vox Populi vox Dei.”

Mg. Epitor,

I like wmeither the commanication, nor the
name assumed by your correspondent,~** Vox
populi vox Dei ;" for 1 regurd neither as true.
He brings & charge of malversation in the ap-
propristion of wmonies by the Dowestic Miesion
Board, und censures the Western Assoviation
for endorsing the doings of its Bourd  Notonly
80, but charges a violation of our principles, and
an assumption of power at variance with our
professions. lle characterizses the conduct of
the Bourd and the Association, as icflecting on
the entightened judgment of the chiurches, and
interfering with their independence,—as being
arbitrary and veckless. | think, Bir, you should
have refused a place in your eolumns to such o
cvmmunication, reflecting 8o strungly on the
character and couduct of public religivus bodivs,
unless accompanied by the writer's nume, If a
brother leels he ought to make such charges
before the public, he ought ecertainly not to
shiink ivow the responsibility of wppending his
name to what he publishes.

“V. P intimates pretty forcibly that the ap-
propriations of which be complaine have operat-
od and are operating injuriously by diminishing
the contributions to the Domestic Mission funda.
I would be willing to let** Vox populi,” for hie
relief, blow his blast, under the sober and
gentle corvection of your Editorial remarks, did
I not think the matter tco serious to be thus
passed over : and considering that the publie
expression of even A suspicion that all s not
right, is too often laid hold of by the covetous
ness and selfishness of some Christian professors,
and made an excuse for not giving to the cauvse
of Christ, perhaps it will not be deemed out of
place for me to add a few ohservations,

Now look at the cases brought by your cor-
respondent. He complains that monies have
been improperly and recklessly appropriated by
the Western Board and ssnctioned by the Asso-
ciation. Do the faets warrant bis injurious
charges ? 1 believe not.

1sk, The sum of £30 given to sid the Nova
Bootis Baptist Home Bociety is alleged to prove
bis slatements. Let i6 be remembered that

when the old N, B, Association was divided in
1850, and the three present ones formed out of

wissionary operations by the three Associations.
And us the Mission field lay principally in the
BEastern part of the Provinee, that is, within the
limits.of the Eustern Association, the other two
Associutions were at liberty, Nay, | will ndd,
under solemn oblizations to Christ and the souls
of mien to send Missionaries there, or aid those
sent by our brethren, or both us our means per-
mitted, and circumstances rendered advisable,
Accordingly from the first the Board of the
Western Association has sent Missionaries to
the Eustern part of the Province, and for some
time apecially aided Bro, H. Ross in prosecuting
the Gaelio Mission in Cape Bieton, then under
the direction of the Eastern Board ; and in
1857 the Wistern Board paid towards that Miss-
ion wlone £45. Did any one ccmplain that the
Board had done wreng ?—that the appropria-
tion was arbitrary and reckless? In 1858 the
Gaelic Mission was adopted by the N. S, Bap-
tist . M, Bociety, It was felt that as the
Board of that Bociety bud wore immediete su.
pervision of the Eustern field, and had w better
opportunity of knowing i necessities, and also
had more missionaries then means, while it was
difficult for us to get men to fulfii missions,
though we had means to pay them the moment
their work was done, it would be better under
the circumstances, to transmit a portion of our
funds to the Nova Scotia Board to be employed
in Home Missions under its direction, than for
the Western Bowid to appoint one or more
ministers belonging to the Uentral or Kastern
Associntion to perform a mission in that field ;
which last the Board had unquestionably the
right and power to do, and would have done,
had it been thought best at the time, 1 the
W. Bourd had withheld help from the Home
Mission Society, when in its power to afford it,
it might justly have been charged with neglect-
the interest it was chosen to watch over and
further.
Now will any one, except * Vox populi,’” say
that the woney was diverted from its proper ob-
ject 7 Was it not given by the people and en-
trusted to the Board 1o be expended in preach-
ing the Gospel in the Home Mission field by
Baptist ministers ? Was it not in the utmokt
strictness so employed 7 Does not that field—
our field, embrace the whole province ?  And not
merely that portion of it within the limits of the
W, Association 7 Is there any foundation then
for the bold charge made by ‘* Vox populi ?”
Never was charge preferved aguinst uny public

body with so little reason,~never was one more
utterly haseless,

2nd. Nor does that brought against the
Board und Association in respect to the £30

given to aid the Acadian French Mission rest on

yany better ground. That Mission is the earliest

child of the Association ; it originated in the
progress, holy sympathies an | vows of ministers
and delegates in the Association ;-~it is within
the limits, and under the divection of the Asso-
ciation, ite Board is anvually appointed by that
Body, and 10 it renders & yearly report of ite
doings, 1t was once under the immediate direc
tion of the Western Board, and probably would
have been so again, as you very properly ob.
served, had not o legal difficulty been suppos-
ed tost and in the way. A distinet Board was
formed by the Association for the sake of eon-
veuience in earrying on the work, and not by
way of disowning or casting off the Mission. 1t
would have been a suicidal polioy in the D. M.
B. and the Aséviation, when in & condition to
affurd help, to have allowed the French Mission
o be crippled, its Missionary starve, or he com-
pelled to leave his chosen work in order to oh-
win the means of subsistence ;—hecause for-
sooth, sowmebody, (not ever judicious or bene-
volent, | imagine, or you would net have be
called on to publish * Vox populi,””) migh
raise the ery that the Board had scted unfaith-
fully—had diverted the funds to an ohjeet
Joreign 1o the intereast it was appointed to
chevish and advance. A econviciion is enter-

wined by very many (I had supposed o/, till

| Vox populi’’ sent out his thunder) that the

Board and Asociation acted wisely, fuithfully,
and vighteously in widing that Mission, and it
looks like small work for ** Vox populi vox
Dei,”" to endeavaur to excite distrust in the
peaple in respect to the management of the D,
M, Board, and i approval by the Association.
Can any man within the limits of the Western
M‘m‘ wha has given mm 't the D. M.
say~* my money has isappropriat-
ed and misspent because some of it has been
given 10 preach the Gospel in the Eestern part
of the Provinge 7" Or cen sny say, with rea-

wu wad truth—* My money has been diverted

been employed to preach the Gospel to the
Acadian French P” Can there be a Baptist or
the friend of a Baptist throughout the Western
Association, who, in giving his money for the
D. Mission, would say—** flove Home Missions,
do not therefore, under any circumstanees, take
the least portion of it to preach the Gospel in
the Kastern part of the Province, however
great the ery of the people there or pressing the
want of means to carry on operations by the
Home Mission Society don't give that Society
wny of it j—also I wish you to employ none of
my money to preach the Gospel to the Acadian
Irench, or to aid wny who are preaching it

and act as if he were blind ¥ Would not his
love to Home Missions be at the lowest possible
point? . Would even * Vox populi”  himself
speak out thus 7 | believe not ; and yet that is
the spirit that underlies his communication,

I will put the whole matter so that a child
can understand it, Suppose that the Western
Board shall now appoint brother Delong, as they
did in 1859 to o mission of four monihs in the
Kastern part of the province. This would cost
from £25 to £30. Could uny onesay that the
Bodrd had travelled out of its field—had wisap-
propriated and recklessly squandered the money
on u foreign objest 7 Not one. Suppose again
that the Board should directly employ some
minister who speaks the Gaelic language on a
three months uiission to Cape Breton, (costing

that the Board had no right to wmake such ap-
pointment—4that it was ous of their field—that
the proceeding was arbitrury and reckless—that
the money was diverted from Home Missions ?
I think not, Suppose npow that the Boad
should sppoint either brothér Angell, Martell
or Stubbert a mission of four months in Yar-
wouth County—the principal field of the French
Mission, would any one complain that the
Hoard had assumed power,—that they had done
wny thing not strictly proper P No. Suppose
again that the Board should directly appoint
bro. Normandy, the French Missionary, to la-
bour four months in Dighy and Yarmouth
Counties, could sny one maintain that the
Board did not occupy Iome Mission ground ?
Not one. Instead of thus appointing brother
Normandy the Board considering it best under
the ciroumstances, sent £30 to the French Mission
Board to suppprt him while lubouring in the same
field, aud doing the same work he would have
done had his appointment originated from and
been performed under the direction of the W.
Board. Will any one say that the result is not
precisely the same. Cun any reusonable man
complain that his money in last case 18 not
expended in home missions—and that it is not
fnithiully expended P Not a penny of the money
thus appropriated, and sbout which **Vox
populi™ raises such u hue und ory was diverted
from the people’s work ,—it was all sacredly
devoted to one ohject—Home Missions.

“* Vox populi” asserts pretty strongly that the
action of the Board and Association reflocts on

interfores with their independence.

We respect enlightened judgments and love
the Scriptural independence of the chiurches, but
do not perceive that either has boen tn the least
violated. The enlightened judgment of the
churches can certainly feel the shight, and per-
ceive that the churches independenco is in dun-
ger, if either has really been done, without some
distorted ** Vox populi vox Div" 10 sound the
alarm. Has any church complained 7 Not one,
Perlaps some way be waked up to do wo by the
discordant and dolorous notes of ** Vox populi.”
I think however that ** Vox populi”’ may blow
his trumpet long and loud before the churches

ciation have departed from their duty—have
woted unfuithfully—are guilty of recklets and
arhidgary condact—that they are influrnced by
wihidf¥ Lo calls & spice of Episcopacy or Preshy-
terianism, because they huve appropriated £30
out of the D. M. fund to aid the Baptist Home
Mission Boeiety in preaching the Gmpol in our
provinee ; and because they have given a like
sum 1w the French Mision Board to presch
Christ and his salvation to the Asadian French
within the limits of our Associstion ; and in
both cases by our own Ministers, and under the
direction of our own beethren. No ;—their
judgmenis ure 100 enlightened und their love for
Home Missions too styong to ullow them 10 en-
turtein, or wot on such eonclusions.

I any one besides ** Vox populi” feels ag-
gricved ot the expenditure he complains of,
and his benevolence, intensely shocked, b in
danger of dying an instant death, or withering

beautifully and respectably less by degrees,—.
:'thhtc u_u-.-.zmm eud reeotion

among them 7" Would not such an one speak '

some £20), is there one who would venture to say

the enlightened judgment of the churches und

will believe that the D. M. Board and the Asso- °
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from its proper object, because some of it has and especially u little more love 4o Christ and

the souls of men would reconcile him to so
enormous & wrong ; nay, would lead him to
approve and support the Board and Association
' their endeavours to reach and oultivate the
mtive home mission ground, as fur as their
weans admit, either by direotly #ending mis-
sonaries to labour there, or By aiding those
ent by our brethren of the Home mission
Jociety, or the French Mistion Board. The
fleld is one—the object is one, and if we cannot
teach it by one agenoy, Jét us employ such as
are equally legitimate and efficient.

[nstead of doing too much on any part of the
home mission field, we do by far 100 little. Let
| w8 not complain of what is done, where there is
no real ground for complaint ; but let us labour
to do wiore in all departments of the home
Mission field and in doing so we will be blessed,
and by thé grace of God be made & blessing to
many who are perishing in their sins.

In conelusion | beg to say that, seeing | know
\nut who “ Vox Populi” is, 1 hope he will pardon
‘uuy thing he may regard in this communication
Wodinru;mml'ul to his digeity. or wanting in
churity to what L hope are his good, though
certainly mistaken intentions.

Sorry for troubling you and your readems
with #o long & communioation.

I remain Mr. Editor, yours, in the love and
!mvioe of Home Missions.

: - UBORGE ARMSTRONG,
Bridgetown, Sept. 11th, 1860,

For the Christian Mossongeor.

- “ Assoclation Appropriations.”

| Messes. Epiroxs,

, L ugree with your correspondent—unknown
to me—who has written on this subject, (C.
M. Sept. 5th) as to the nevessity of appropriat-
ing monies contributed for benevolent ohjeots
in accordance with the exprossed wishes of the
donors. He seems, however, to be laboring
| under some misapprehension when he represente
the ** Western Association™ as being * in the
habit” of departing from this course, and re-
fors for the proot to the ** Report of the
Treasurer of the Home Mission Boird, endorsed
by a resolation of the Association in Hillsburg,
1860."

Your explanations may he jastly considered
sufficient. As, however, it is & matter of im-
portance, since & wrong impression made on the
public mind . in reference to it is liable to do
much harm, and my knowledge of the subjeet
enables me to siute some fucts which may not
be generally -known, 1 deem it inoumbent on
we to offer & few additional remarks.
| When the one Baptist Association of Nova
Seotia was divided into three, in 1850, the
| boundaries were fixed according to ihe plan pro-
f posed by me, as suggested in the lotter from the
Awherst Church, of which | was then Pastor.
Both in Committee, and subsequently in the
public assembly when this arrangement wae
wdopred, | stated-distinotly, that, though it was
judged expedient to have separate Boards, yet,
as the principal destitution existed within the
'hounds of the K stern Association, contributions
raised 10 the Western were not to be restricted
to its limits, but to be extended to all parts of
the Domestio Missionury ficld, including Oape
Breton and Prince Edwurd lsland, This was
wdimitted without o dissenting voice. Accord-
ingly money has been oxpended fram time to
time, in agreemont with the well understood
wishes of the oontributors, hy sending Mis-
sionaries from the Western to the Kastern por-
tion of the field ; and when the services of
suitable men could not be obtained in the former,
funds have beon very proporly remitted to sus-
toin Missionary Hrethren resident in the latter,

Neither huye there ever boen any vestriotione
with veference to the language spoken by the
people inhabitating this Home Missionary field.
While, therefore, special econtributions have
been made for the Gaelio ‘Mission, sums have
likewise been furnished in aid of it from the
general fund. 1 am not aware of any reason
why the same course shocld not be adopted in
relution to our French Mission. 14 has indeed
boen deecwmed convenient to have & separate
Board, located in the neighbourhood of the
French people ; to manage ite affisire more som-

I modiously.  But it is obviously & part of our

Home Missionary enterprise. Bome donations
are mode expressly for it in connexion with

Uunion Socleties ; but the papers ciroulated do
not 80 far as | am aware, ususlly contsin & dis-

vinot columu for the French Mission, while there
w invariably one for she Home Mission, whioh
weems sulbwiantinlly to embrace the whole fleld.
U'he appropristion, sherefore, of tweaty pounds,
oot required ot the time for the English depart-

ment ot howe, appears o me to have been per-
feotly cousistent and righs.




