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For the Christian Messenger.
Letter from Burmabh.

Hextaapa, March 7, 1860. |
My dear Messenger,

“] feel like one who has set in motion a
powerful engine, and begins to fear that he
may not be able to control it.”’ 8o, in sub-
stance, for I quote from memory, wrote, more
than forty years ago, the first pioneer of Burman
Evangelization. The remark had reference to
the steadily increasing influence which the
truths of Christianity were exerting among the
Burmese of his day. Something akin to that
emotion I have frequently felt, when travelling
among the people, and witnessing the effect
upon the most thoughtful and intelligent among
them, prodaced by the sublime truths of the
Bible. The really reflecting Burman—and the
number of such is by no means small—is almost
invariably candid and straight-forward. During
& recent tour in the Thavawadi district, I was
so fortunate as to fall in with several of that
character. They were men whose influence
over the minds of ‘their countrymen was deep,
real, and wide-spread. Truly well versed in
the Bedagat, the source of all real knowledge
to the Burman ,—their opinion on any debated
point, is usually considered final add decisive.
When, then, I say, that I find such men gene-
rally candid, willing to be convinced, even anx-
ious to read for themselves the Bible and Chris-
tian books—it will be understood that Burmah
is not all ** stony ground,”” or “ thorny ground,”
but that there is aléo *‘ good ground,” upon
which. the seed cannot fall in vain. At the
town of Taingdau, where an assistant has been
stationed for the last two years, there is a man
who possesses an intellect singularly acate. 1
became acquainted with him very soon after
my arrival in the country. Calm, clear, cool,
and dispassionate—he forms a striking contrast
to the generality of his countrymen, and it is a
pleasure to converse and argue with him. This
man, as might be expected, so long as be re-
mained unrenewed in heart, bhas been a hind-
rance to the advancement of our cause in Ta-
ingdau. His townsmen all look up to him—
and whenever they are urged to think and en-
quire for themselves, the common reply is,
** Convince our teacher and you convince us.”
But there has been a change, a very marked
change, in this influeatial man.
whenever I have visited Taingdau he has invari-
ably come to see me, bringing with him a erowd
of his admirers, But he has come as an oppo-

nent, not as an inquirer,-~to get glory to him. | ex

self by a display of his metaphysical acamen—
nct to be enlightened 1n & more excellent way.
This time, however, as soon as [ arrived, the
assistant informed me that Ku-long-byau-says
was really seriously considering, and seemed
sincerely anxious to know the truth. This was
glad tidings indeed. And soon I had the op-
portunity of judging for myself as to the sin-
cerity of his professed anxiety. Ka-long-byau
came early in the morning and spent nearly the
whole day with us. The old disposition te
make a display and come off conqueror in ar-
gument, was no longer visible. His demeanor
was humble, his questions pertinent and simple. |
He said he wished to listen to us, and hear from
us all about Christianity. On the one great
fundamental point, that there must be a self-
existent Eternal Deity, he said his mind was
quite made up. After many hours of most in-
teresting conversation, in which the power of
the Gospel to save sinuers, as contrasted with
the professed inefficacy of Boodhism, was clearly
illustrated—he requested us to enguge in wor-
sbip, that he might know how we approached
“ God who is a epirit.” We gladly complied
with his request, and did not forget to intercede
for the ** new inquirer.” 1 have mentioned
this man’s case somewhat particaliarly, because
he is one of the most interesting of a class of
men, whose number is rapidly incressing, and
who, we feel strong hopes, are destined to exert
& moss bepeficiul influence upon their country-
men. At the village of Yay-gin there are two
men, very similar in character to the one above
meuntioned. One is a priest—the other a
** teacher,” as they call all whose intelligence
leads them at all out of the humdrum routine of
custom, and unquestioning acquiescence in the
blied faith of their fathers. The Priest, on our
very first #isit to his monastry, received us with
most unusual r and politeness. He lis-
tened patiently to all we said of Christ and the
great salvation, and confessed that, though
quite near to him, yet what he heard seemed
most reasonable, and worthy of serious consi-
deration. ln order to appreciate the agreeable

surprise enjoyed in the civil reception and
candid manner of this Priest, it must be remem-
bered that their conduct is generally marked by
precisely the opposite qualities. They are most
offensively haughty, and most tenaciously jealous
of the precedent which makes them the most ho- |
nored and priviledged class of society. The fact,

too, that their Priest was within one step of the
highest dignity in the Priesthood made.his un-
affected civility more surprising. He seemed
never to weary in the least in listening, but would
pay the closest attention for heurs together,
giving every now and then an emphatic assent
to the truth of what he heard. He would wil-
lingly have kept us talking with him all the
time—and when we had to leave to preach
among the villagers, he would implore us to
come again as soon as possible. The other
man, the *¢ teacher,”’ on our first meeting him,
seemed inclined to oppose strongly, but as soon
as he began to understand the nature of Chries-
tianity, the spirit of opposition disappeared,
and he is now reading the Bible with the ut-
most diligence—and we hope soon to see him a
true disciple of Jesus. I might go on and men-
tion many more cases, conspicuous for the hope
which they occasion in us, that God is about to
raise up for Himself a people among these poor
Burmese—but my letter would grow to too
great a length.
strongly that God's time to favor this people is
at hand. And this feeling has recently been
confirmed, since 1 ascertained that other mis-
sionaries have the same feelirg, and are watch-
ing in prayer for the fulfilment of their hopes.
W hether“this feeling and expectation be well-
grounded or not, one thiny is certain, viz., that
the missionary is impressed, in his itineracies
among the people, with a very noticeable quick-
ening of thought, and an anziety to hear-about
Christianity, deeper and more general than has
been heretofore witnessed. We expect great
things from God. Obh that we may be faithful
to attempt great things for God.

P. S.—Donabew, March 14th, 1860.—Having
recently stationed a missionary here, 1 have
come to spend a few days and enceavor to
strengthen his hands in his work. Donabew
belongs to the class of ** Hard places.’”
are, nevertheless, some hopeful indications—and
as Ko Choke is a laborious man, continuing,
unweariedly and pains-takingly, to h the
in every part of his field.
we have a right to hope for success. Went yes-
terday with the assistant 10 a neighbouring vil-
where theré are one or two enquirers. One
of these is an intelligent man—and is the “teach-
er,”’ or intellectu
our conversation with him, the truth which
seemed to strike him most forcibly, was that
pressed in the scriptural words :—** There is
none that doeth
total depravity of man by nature, and his utter
'inability to do any good thing without Divine
assistance.
ing thought to him that all his *‘ g
originated, not in love to God and reverence for
His law, but in shject fear of future
ment alone.
that fear were removed, his ** works of righte-
ousness '’ would at once cease.
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Hitherto, | lage

Queries of F. C. W,
Messrs EDITORS,—

As noue of your correspondents has answered
these ** Queries,”’ published in C. M., May 20d,
I am disposed to offer a few remarks in the way
of reply to them.
only state what appears to me to be right, or
advisable, without attempting to dictate to the
consciences of others.

1. When
tour in Prince Edward Island, to immerse a
person who wished to unite with a Pedobaptist
Society, I replied, that in all reason and consist-
ency, people ought to receive religious ordinan-
ces ut the hands of a minister belonging to the
body with which shey were uniting.
absolutely wrong, it seemed to me inconsistent
to saoction a course so inconsistent as that pro-

2. I should not deem it right to immerse a
believer who had been immersed on a profession
of fuith. How inconsistent soever it might be
in & Minister to perform a gospel ordinance in
& manner which he did not believe the Sorip-
tares enjoin, we consider both the subject and
the wode in this case right, It is, accordingly,
the general practice of Baptist Churches to re-
eeive such persons, when satisfied as to their
piety, witheut a repetition of baptism
they act upon the principle commonly received
by the different denominations, that this ordi-
nance,
soriptural subjeet, is not to be repeated.

8. The ** retai
who will not observe the ordinance of the Lord’s

when

For myself, I have lately felt

Faithfully, yours,
Artaur R. R. CrRawLEY,

There

feel that

leader of the village: In

, ho, not one,”’—on the

It was a new and evidently a strik-

works "’

nish-
Aund he readily admitted that if

A .C.

For the Christian Messenger.

In doing so I shall, of course,

requested, while on & missionary
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others wrong. Instances sometimes occur in
which a timid Christian obtains sufficient confi-
dence to go forward in baptism, but is deterred

To my mind it is evident that the two ordinanc-
in the days of the Apostles, ‘* They that gladly

received the word were baptized . . . and they
continued steadfastly . in breaking of

-bread,”” (Acts ii. 41, 42). So every baptized

believer is bound to fulfil the Saviour’s com-
mand, ‘“ Thie do, in remembrance of me,”’
(Mattexxvi. 26, 27,1 Cor. xi. 24-26). If, how-
ever, an individual decline to partake of the
Lord’s Supper through timidity, such a one
evidently ought to be instructed, admonished,
encouraged, and borne with,” (Rom. xv, 1,1
Thes. v. 14).

There are other cases in which & member of
a Church becomes disaffected teward some one
or more, or conceives that an unworthy person is
retained in fellowship, and therefore declines to
commune at the Lord’s table. This is decided-
ly wrong. The dissatisfied party should imme-
diately take the stepsenjoined by Christ, (Matt.
xviii. 15-17,) for the removal of the hindrance.
It is exceedingly inconsistent and improper for
ary one to withdraw, saying, ** Other members
of the Church know that such a person ought
to be excluded.”” If one may withdraw on this

| ground, others may also, and the Pastor may be

leit with only one or two, and these regarded
as unfit for membership. It is his duty to ad-
monish : but he ought not to be required to sub-
ject himself to extensive odium by searching out
every alleged offence, and directly bringing the
sapposed offender to account. Neither has any
person a right to blame the Church of which he
is a member for not dealing with one whom he
regards as faulty, unless be have himselfl scrip-
turally broaght she matter before the body. With
no less impropriety would one censure a Magis-
trate for not collecting a debt, or punishing a
crime, when the case had not been brought be-
fore him in such a way that be would take ac-
tion upon it according to law, If, then, a

be regarded otherwise than as ** walking dis-

as requires prompt and decisive discipline, much
forbearance should be exercised, and concilia-
tory measures ought to be perseveringly em-
ployed ; but it is neither consistent nor right to

them as such, when they can not be induced to
walk in gospel order with the Church to which
they professedly belong.

4. That it is “ right for Christians to bave re-
course to the law of the land when thev can
not otherwise publicly worship undisturbed,"’ is
indisputable. It appears to me, however, that
mild and gentle measures, which are certainly
most accordant with the spirit of the gospel,
are best adapted to promote the interests of
true religion, the welfare of community, and
the present and future good of the irreligious
and profane. The prosecuting of a man lor dis-
turbing public worship wocld not be so likely to
bring him to Christ, as would kind exposiula-
tion. Nevertheless, if pablie worship can not
be maintained in quivtness without receurse to
the law, tenderness toward the offender must
not be allowed to prevent the adoption of ef-
fectual means for restraining bim from his ne-
farious course.

Ever yours in Christ,
Cuarres Tuprer,
Tremont, Aylesford, May 25, 1860.

For the Christian Messenger.
English Correspondence.

From our own Correspondent.

Manchester, May 19th, 1800.
MRg. EDITOR,

Mr. Gladstone’s financial scheme for this
year provided for the Repeal of the Paper
Duties. The removal of that yvexations and
impolitic impost has been long decided on by
publie opinion, by the House of Commons and
by the government. The delay was only to find
a convenient time to effept it. The sweeping
measures of fiscal retorm proposed by our Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer included the repeal of
this tax. To extend our commercial relations
with the 40 millions of France, and at the same
time to simplify our customs duties by abolisk-
ing the duties on 400 minor articles, to remove
restriotions on the paper trade, to establish
more firmly than ever the dottrine of direct

taxation by laying an increased income tax to
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Supper,”’ may be right in some cases, a.nvd“i—n 1 upplj the defeet of the customs, theae were all

80 good, and so unexpected that the nation was
intoxicated with joy, and looked on Mr, Glad-
stone a8 the first man of the times, The Opposi-

through fear from approaching the Lord’s tablé. “Ttion party were powerless before such popular

enthusiasm, but trae to their imstincts they

es stand upon the same footing ; and that, as |quietly waited till time had enabled each in-

terested clique to calculate the probable effect
of the proposed changes. And very effectively
have the outsiders played their game. As a
whole the measures of the government were ap-
proved, but objection has been taken bit by bit,
«od each objection has given them a- few more
votes, till it i® now questionable whether we
shall get that little bit of a Reform Bill passed
or éven the repenl of the Puper duties. Very
likely the foreign policy of Lord John Russel so
opposite to that of the Derby party, has been

the principal cause of the opposition the govern-
ment measures have met. I presume the climax

is almost reached, for Lord Derby has at last
raised such a storm of indignation that must
lead to something. The Paper Bill bas pussed
the Commons and according to centuries of pre-
cedent should formally have passed the Lords’
House, but the opportunity to be revenged on the
government was too good to be lost so Lord
Monteagle proposes to throw out the bill. To
do so would not only fix upon the nation £1,-
200,000 of taxation more than is required, but
would be a precedent for future iunterference
with the money bill. ;

Lord Derby has been in the Lower House and
knows all this, yet he has been guilty of the
folly of threatening to exert all his influence to
defeat the bill. Let the House of Lords succeed
in this and where would be our boasted liber-
ties? Certainly for the sake of bringing about
a little more uniformity of government than
now exists in Europe, it would be a capital
move, We shoul! not then present such a
great contrast, when compared with - the
continental nations. But this will not be. The
country is verily angry with the troublesome lord

tand his party.

Immense indignation meetings
wre being held over the whole country to pro-
test and p tition. Modera:e men of all partie

church-member, after being instructed in his ‘onsider that Lord Derby has forgotten himself,
duty, refuse to perform it, and wilfully with- ' "as allowed himself'to be unwittingly drawn
draw fellowship from his brethren, he can not :into a trap and Monday next, when the motion

tor the defeat of the bill will be brought before

orderly ;”” and consequently fellowship should |their Lordshipe, & discussion will commence,
be withdrawn from bim, (2 Thes. iii. 6). which will be read with intense feeling by the
Where there is not such immorality of conduct !nation. None can anticipate the result. De-

feat of the bill may be followed by a resigna-
tion of Mr. Gladstone and a cessation of his re-
form movement, or it may turn out the whole of
the Palmerston wiaistry, and then what may

retain’persons on the list of members, and report | we expect? In the present unsettled state of

the Continent, the chances are that we should
be drawn into a war and loans and heavier taxes
must follow, with bad trade, dear food, reduced
wazes, stoppage of factories, &c. It is to be
hoped those dire -evils may be spared us. Bven
if the Lords seek to allay the agitation they
have aroused and quietly pass the bill, our posi-
tion is one of great uncertainty.

The question of Parliamentary Privilege al-
most hides from view the state of things abroad,
and quite eclipses all other home questions.
Happily our foreign trade is not confined to
Europe, otherwise we might now have com-
phining in our streets, but with abundant and
cheap cotton, with a world wide market for our
productions and a free ocean on which to send
our richly freighted ships we can still feel cur-
seives 10 be in a prosperous condition, though
the nations of Europe are busily employed in
preparations for war. However so closely con-
vected are the peoples of the world, that the
state of our money market, that Political ther-
wometer, is readily affected. And the adverse
changes of the last week betoken a condition of
ancertainty of the future and fear of bard times.

Hastings.

For the Christian Messenger.
Juvenile Missionary Societies.

A NATIVE PREACHER IN BURMAH SUSTAINED BY
ONE 8. SCHOOL IN ST. JOHN~—EXTRACT OF LET-
TER FROM REVY, A. R. R, CRAWLEY-—SAHBATH

SCHOOL CONVENTIONS.

Dear Editor,—Many of our friends doubtless
are aware that the Brussels St. Baptist Juvenile
Missionary Society some time since deecided to
support & native preacher in Burmah under the
directions of our beloved Brother Crawley,
Our first remittance was made last Autemn
through Dr. Tupper, Secretary of the Foreign
Missionury Board. We have received a letter
from our Missionary acknowledging the receipt
of the amount, an extract from which I enclose,
I believe that any thing from our dear Brother
will be interesting to your readers generally.
My chief object in publishing this is, that other
children may be stimulated there to go and do
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