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s0 error is perpetuated, because men persist
that, with regard to religion, they onght to be
children in understanding, If error is to be
exploded, and it we are to have right views
of Divine truth, we must call into exercise
our intelligence, ' 'If, in matters pertaining to
religion, men, instead of being like children,
wou%‘d only use the intelligence which they
use in the affairs of business, if they would
bring with them to the Church the good strong
sense which they take with thém to the mar-’
ket, we should soon seé a great alteration for
the better. [ have heard it said that many '
men put off religion with their Sunda({ clothes ;
this-is bad, but it is just as bad, and perbaps.
more general, for men to put off common
sense with their week-day clothes. |
The exercise of the understanding is also
demanded by the doubts and difficulties which, |
in the estimation of so many, encompass
Christianity. The progress of the intellect
in scientific résearch has brought to light many
facts which appear to contradict the testimony
of Seripture, and has produced some theories
that are avowedly opposed to Scripture ; and
there is scarccly a single principle of the
Christian -religion which is not the.object of
attack. When such a work as the * lssays
and Reviews” appears, it is very easy to pro-
test against the incousistent position of the
writers of these productions, and to say that
their tcachtng is in direct opposition to the
principles of their own church ; but the ques-
tion that men of s-pse are asking, and will
ask, is not, Are these priuciples in harmony
with a- ticles of religion and ordination vows ?
but, Are they true ? Nor will it weigh much
with shrewd and observant men that many
thousands of eager aspirants for ccclesiastical
preferment prove their orthodoxy, to their
respective bishops, by signing doeuments con-
demuatory of these startling heresies. There
must be something more than protests or we
ghall be in a miserable plight. If all that
we can say i8, “This is heterodox and thatis
neological, this comes from Germany and that,
my dear friends, is very different from: the
theology of the Puritans,” we shall ex
ourselves to the just contempt of all intelii-
geot men, If the various attacks upon
Christianity are to be met and repulsed, mere
declamation will not do; for refutation we
must look to the exercise of the understand-
ing. There are still some people who would
fain discourage inquiry under the apprehen-
sion that it is favourable to scepticism. What
an admission! What an implement is thus
put into the sceptic’s hands! May he not
turn round upen us, and, somewhat uttering
our own Master's words, say, “ Ye love dark-
ness rather than light, because your princi-
ples will not bear investigation”? Even if it
were desirable to repress the spirit of inquiry
it is impossible, f’rotestar.tism established
itself upon the right of private judgment,
and it must abide the consequences; it is
committed to the issues and outworkings o
this great principle.

The importance of the exercise of the un-
derstanding in relation to religion is also scen
in connection with the study of Secripture.
Suppose that all scept'cism is happily vap-
quished, and that we all heartily accept this
book as eontaining the revelation of the Di-
vine will ; then 1 would submit that, without
the diligent application of the understanding,
we nhalf:n see the full glory of the truth.
The great principles of salvation certainly lie
upon the surface of the Seriptures, and are
tolerably plain to every wman’s observation ;
but in this book there are other and hidden
glories. Just as beneath the fruitful soil
which bears the trees, and the flowers, and
the he , and the eorn, there may be pre-
cious metallic ores, so it i# with the word of
God. There are treasures on the surface,
which present themselves to every man’s no-
tice ; but there are treasures beneath which
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been in their graves a hundred years. And his companions .;t safe to land ; they bave,

—

as Thomas Fuller says, * reaped what God
never sowed ;¥ but, as he adds, *“theydo not
eat what they thus reap, for such | grainless
husks, when seriously thrashed out; vamsh-at
into chaff.” It is surely time that this child.
ish' trifling ceased, and that,” dispensing with
this feeble sentimentalism, we brought our
sense, and not our nonsense, to the study of
God's work. : -

Once more ; it will not do to be children
in understanding when we take in hand any
work which has for its object the advancement
of religion. There is such a thing as * zeal
which is pot according to know]edge ;” and
the history of this kind of zeal illustrates
very abundantly the necessity which exists
for a high degree of intelligence in things per-
taining to religion. There can be no doubt
that thousands of well-intentioned and ly
men fought in the ranks of the Crusaders;
and it would be a great mistake to suppose
that all persecutors have been destitute of true
religion. This, at all events, is ccrtain, that
Papists, Protestants, and even Puritans, have
cherished the spiriv of intolerance, and been
so deluded as to suppos: that by persecuting
those whom they considered heterodox, they
were doing God service. . Let us also bear in
mind thenfact, that immense sums of moncy
have been wasted and very valuable lives
sacrificed in unwise schemes and projects, most
conscientiously set on foot with a view to ex-
tending the kingdom of Christ in the world,

Our Saviour says, be it observed, not to the
credit, but to the great discredit of his discip-
les, * The children ¢f this world are, in their
generation, wiser than the children of light ;"
and he intimates that all the acity, the
knowledge, the foresight, the well-based. cal-
culations, which guide men in worldly affairs
should be imitated by his people in their
(Christian undertakin We have all. seen
desigus frustrated angsi)rought to nought just
because those who had the management, or
mismanagement, of them were in understand-
ing children, and not men. Everything we
do for Christ should be done from love to him
and to our fellow-creatures ; but, still, no mo-
tives however good, no desires however holy,
no prayers however earnest, - will save from
disaster and failure the Christian undertaking
that is not under the guidance of knowledge
and sound sense, ~

Christan Tlessenger.
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Offences and Church Discipline.

SECOND ARTICLE.

In pursuing the subject to which our atten-
tion was asked lust week, by a brother in the
country, we may remark, that the difficulty- of
admonishing a fellow-member in a christian
church is greatly diminished when he is first
convinced that the admonition is offered in a
spirit of meckness, ** Faithful are the wounds
of a friend.” Skill is required even in the
management of an injured part of the body,
hew much more is it demanded in the treats
ment of a weakeped moral faculty. lo tak-
ing away the exhausted wick which diminish-
es the brightness of a lamp we have to use
much eare and caution ; we may do it so as
to greatly enrich its brilliancy, but if done in
a careless manner or too severely we
its light and perhaps cause it to go out alto-
gether, leaving us in darkness instead ol im-
proving its lustre,
The more delicate ,operation of seeking to
trim the spiritual lamp ot a christian brother,
should be attempted with far greater eonsider-
ation or similar results may follow,
The seriptural rule given by the Apostle to

must be deiligently and laboriously sought fer ;
aod the Seriptures will become increasingly
interesting valuable, consolatory, and we shall
bave a_ higher opivion of their excellence,
and a stronger conviction of their truth, in
proportion as we devote our understandi

to the attentive study of them in all their
details. It is thus oul{ the full glory of truth | brother's heart.
do not unde: value,
much less do I deny, the enlightening efficacy
of the Holy S i.rit;bnt the Holy Spirit, in
of God, makes use of the
anding as its iostrument, It
that wany Christians do bl
not know half the glory aod the grandeur of |conduct bas been of such a ¢
; do not know half
andeur of it that
might kuow, . Many have brought,
to the contemplation of Sgnitqro a fervent | circumstancgs calling for

can be discovered.

revealing the
hunan u
s to be f

the religion they possess
the ghey aad. tha
they might komow,

the Galatians is always applicable, * Breth-
ren, if a man be overtaken 1n a fault ye which
are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of
meekness considering thyself lest thou also be
tam}rwd "

lame-worthy,

commiseration rath

o assumption of superiority should be in-| ; : o -
dulged or it[.)  piad “:ertheg lyvennud to ::; not contribute according to his evident ability
Any act which ca'ls for re-
buke indicates that the heart is not fully open
to better influences and an injudicious attack | Eph.v.5. 1 Cor. v. 11.
on such person’s self-love is sure to be resisted.
A person who has gone astray or into error
u&n:u{ thinks himsel! unfortunate rather

‘ as
NMWNWW}{BM ised by his fellowmen, “ before unbelieve
cherishes the idea tLt he iu been illused, :?::aéh otber\:efore cil\";l tribunals, instead of
and that it is rather by the accidental force of | settling their difficultios * efore the saints,”—| cers and rs, a
iserati This was severely censured by the Apostle, and | p; F
made t

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

¢ w

| 2 \
B ,.'.&‘ -
v eH -
R L w,
5, Bl
[September 20, 1861.
i ; a5 & '-“ 5 o %
PV F— ~—
-y

cussion of this subject, but what we havealready
said on it would fail.in being of service without
some more practical application of the prin.
ciples laid down; we therefore make some
additional extracts from the work we made
uge of 'last week : = :

" Offences are usually considered as of two kinds ;
namely, private and public. These terms are
not designed to expréss thé nature or degree of
evil done, nor are these classes very clearly de-
fined.. This -distinction has reference mainly to

the objects of offences, and the manner of “treat-
ment. !

PrivaTE OFFENCES.—A private offence is
an offence committed by one member against an-
other member, and not against the whole church,
as such. It is an injury done by word, action,
or otherwise, intentionally or unintentionally, by
one member, against the person, character, estate
or teelings, of another member.

8o long as such matters of difficulty exist and
are treated privately ; that is, between the per-
sons concerned, and are not brought before the
church in a public manner for its notice and
action, they are private offences; but become
public when brought before the church.

The course to be pursued in such a case, is Xre-
scribed by our Saviour in Matthew xviii. ny
departure from this rulé,is in itself an offence.
It 15 as follows : :
1. ‘First Step—The member who considers
himself injured, must go to the offending one,
tell him bis cause of grief, and between them-
selves alone, if possible, adjust and settle the
difficulty. “ If thy brother shall trespass against
theey.go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone ; if he shall hear thae, thou bast gain-
ed thy brother.”
2. Second Step.—If this step shali fail of suc-
cess, then the offinded member must take one
or two of the brethren, seek another interview
with the offender, and thus, possibly, by their united
wisdom and piety, they may succeed, where
himself alone had failed. “ Butif he will not
hear thee, then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every
word may be established.”
8. Third Step.—I1f this attempt also be unsuc-
cessful, then the énjured ore must tell the whole
matter to the church, and leave it in their hands
to be disposed of as they shall think best. *“And
if he sha{l neglect to hear them, tell it unto the
church ; and if he neglect to hear the church,
let. him be unto thee as a heathen man, and a
publican.” «
It should be most solemnly inpressed on the
mind of every church member and every church
officer, that this course, for the treatment of per-
sonal difficulties, was prescribed by Christ as a
positive law for his church, and that it stands
mvested with all the sanctions of divine autho-
rity, and can never be departed from with impu-
nity. 1f every church would require a strict and
invariable compliance with this course of pro-
cedure, it would greatly lessen the number of
personal difficulties, and make those which did
arise comparatively harmless. ry
PusLic O¥FENCES.—A Public Offence is one,
not against any particular individual, but against
the ohurch as a body; an injury to the cause of
piety, a reproach te the Gospel, a scandal to the
Christian name and profession.
Every difliculty or offence, when it claims the
'attention of the church as a body, and comes
before it for its action, is a public offence,  All
those difliculties which individuvals cannot appro-
priately reach or undertake ; or such as they
might, but will not attempt to settle ; or such as
having attempted, they fail to reconcile or re-
move, come within this class.
The following constitute the more common
causes of public offence ;
1. False Ductrine.—Holding doctrines funda-
mentally false, and contrary to the faith of the
church, and the word of God.—Gal. i. 9: 2 John
12.
2. Disregard of Authority.—When a member
refuses to regard the authority, and submit to
the requirements of the church.—Matt. xviii. 17.
1 Thes. v. 14,
3. Contenti:n and Strife—~Where a member
is factious, foments discords, stirs up strife, and
becomes a leader of evil, disturbing or destroy-
ing the peace ot the church.—Rom. xvi. 17.
4. Immoral Conduet.—Such acts and practices
as are inconsistent with that rectitude and puri-
ty of life, which the Gospel inculcates and re-
quires.—1 Cop, v. 11,
5. Disorderly Walk.—Such a course of con-
duct, or habit of life, as is contrary to, and sub-
versive of, the professed faith, and established or-
der of the church, of which the person is a
member. It does not necessarily imply immo-
rality of eonduct.—2 Thes. iii. 6. 11.

6. Covetous Spirit——Where a member will

for the support of the Gospel,
bear his ;froporﬁon of the pecuniary burdens of

charcho=8 Jobn 9,111/ Taual

7. Arrogant Conduct.—Where a memboar in a ‘
spix_-it of pride and arrogance, assumes authority | . New Yorg, September 13th, 1861.—The An-
. :;h:l(ol:ndou not b‘:::ﬂ “’b:':‘v :"ddw“";l:lmtﬁ‘ nivemr{b:f t’hb American Bible Union will be

H imneer over mem ¢ e : v
Even wheo bis own « s ok T %‘;}‘1

b V{";;c;;ld;ill;gly avoid furthet;pubiwio dis-|in this as in_]nll;tber-matte; rei;ting to His ~

church and people.

Evucarionan.—The Rev. Dr. Forrester has
been spending several days of the past week
in visiting, the Schools of the City. On
Thurtday last he gave an. address in the
Lecture Room, Dalhousie College, on ** The
best method of supporting Education, and of
elevating its standard in large towns.” The
audience was far below what it should have
been for the consideration of so impertant a
matter. About forty or fiffy persons were pres-
ent. He foreibly described the defeets in.our
educational arrangements, especially in the
city of Halitax. = The want of competent
tcachers, he thought, was now in some mea-
¢ure provided for by the establishment of the
Normal School. In other countries some al-
lowance was made hy way of inducement to
students to attend such institutions. Here no
such assistance was offered, and yet the at-
tendance had far exceeded the most sanguine
expectations, ' The necessity for some me¢ans
to be adopted for the purpose of giving ade-
quate remuneration to teachers, he
thought was now the great desideratum. 7The
general assessment of the people he deemed
for the only efficient means of raising a revenue
this purpose. He observed that \here should
be more provision of Schcol accommodation
for Halifax, “He thought the Schools of the
capital far inlerior to many in the country,
and absolute'y a disgrace to the citizens. The
erection of two large School-houses—one in
the north and the other in the south, ho
deemed a ‘highly desirable object to be ac-
csmplished. He believed the only effectual
rémedy was the introduction of the assessment
principle, and that but little progress could
be expected in educations] matters till some
general measure of that natare was enacted by
the Legislature.

At the close of the Lecture S. L. Shannon,
Esq., was requested to take vthe chair. He
made some veéry judicions remarks on the
subject of providing for education and the
necessity for elevating the position of the
teacher, A vote of Lﬁanks to the lecturer
was moved by the Rev. Mr. Cochran, second-
ed by A. Mackinlay Esq., and passed unani-
mously.

On Saturday the 21st Dr. Forrestor by in-
vitation met a number of the Teachers of the
city and neighbourhood. The principal sub-
ject which occupied the attention of the meet-
ing was that of the best means of securing a
regular attendance of pupils, and of making

| the parents more highly appreciate the edu-

cation of their children.

The enemies of truth and righteousness are
busy sowing the seeds of infidelity and palm-
ing on the people their vile trash. Some
parties, finding, we suppose, that their occu-
pation, in this line, i the U. States, is at
presert, gone, have lately been going through
some o§ our western counties with some small
pamphlets, trying to induce the people to

try (doggerel). Specimens of these vile produc-
tions have _been forwarded to us by a friend.
It the sentiments were no worse than the form
in which they are presented, they would be de-
serving of genall-J exeeration, as they must
be destructive of all elevated taste as well as
thought, . They arc not only miserable in
théir ‘style and language, but déstructive of
all respect for the Bible and atheistic in
their tendencies, damaging to the miod as well
as the hea:t, _
One of these commences with the following
couplet : o
“ Friexps AND Brovuers—Lapies Axp Gexrs: I hare
a word to you,
And if you "Il list, I’Il speak it out, and let you see
if "ts true.”
After 24 pages of the same character, it
closes with— '

““ If ever saved, we must be saved by efforts of our own,
Unless we wair-—take ’:‘tlﬂ’. gait, which slewly plaits

expose the réal character of such men and
their produetions,

We have been

uewedv to WW the

and | refuses 1o following * for the information of the numer-

ous friends of the enterprise among our read-

the church, evincing a covetous disposition.— | ers.” »
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