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“Bot slothful mm business: ferbent in spirit.” = 
—————— 

act B : I at It was opened for 
g conviction that there is a powerful in-| immediately repaired to Livefpool, and com- | the worship of God on the 22nd of July. 

fluence for good, in the counsels and instruc- | menced his labors, June 15, 1851, * He was | The venerable T. 8. Harding was present, and 
tions of a pious parent. | soon after called unanimously to the pastorate, | preached the dedication sermon. The cone 

Of the early days of our brother, we have | Which call, after prayerful deliberation, heac- gregation began rapidly to increase, and often 
Life wears away ! learned comparatively nothing except what cepted. He was ordained Nov. 23rd, 1851, {on Sabbath afternoons the meeting house was 

But heed it not, so look beyond, we gleaned from conversations with him in [in the old Baptist meeting house. The ser- | crowded, Brother Bentley preached with 
As a child for his home, with yearning fond ; | times past. He was it appears of a pensive Vices, which were highly interesting, were unusual unction and power, and many were 
We may laugh at Time, that he will not stay, turn of mind from childhood. He was at| conducted by Rev. Messrs. Dickey, Delong, | deeply impressed. Two young persons gave 
‘And smile in peace as life wears away. times, troubled about the weltare of his soul. Jas. Parker and Armstrong. Many observ- evidence of conversion, and were baptized, 
= =. |Deep convictions of sin, often cast a shade ed the deep solemnity and awe with Which | four others followed shortly afterwards. As 

Biographical 5 over his youthful pleasures, He feared death, Brother Bentley assumed the responsibilities of | the interest increased it was thought desirable 
: trembled at the thought of his own vileness, | 8 pastor. Shiey to hold a series of meetings. Rer. Johan 

and God's holiness, At length God in mercy | Brother Bentley's first two years in Liver- Francis visited Liverpool at the time on an 

For the Christian Messenger. | * dclivered his soul,” and he found * peace, | pool was a season of anxious, and apparently | agency for Acadia College, and rendered 
in believing” in Jesus. He ever afterwards |ursfccesstul toil. The congregation wus small | timely aid. The spirit of God seemed gently 

Memoir of the Rev. Samuel N. |looked back to the eighth day of July 1838, and did not materially increase. The place|to descend upon the people. Saints were 
Bentley, A. M. as the memorable period when he * passed of worship was inconveniently situated, being | quickened, backsliders reclaimed, and souls 

from death unto life.” Two years after this | at one end of the town, and at times was al- : was al-| hopefully converted. Brother Bently ap- 
he made a public profession of religion. Hemost inaccessable, the road leading to it bein : g | peared awakened to new life, His appeals in 

a ash Us | was baptized by Rev. Abraham Stronach, Qc- |ccasionally overflowed by the tide. The | the sanctuary were exceedingly tender and 
E | It is the testimony of inspiration, that “ the tober 25th 1840, and admitted to the fellow- | people generally became warmly attached to solemn, and hig visits from house to house 

righteous shall be in everlasting remember- ship of the Baptist church, Upper Stewiacke, | their pastor, and cheerfully co-operated with | were greatly blessed. One baptismal season 
ance ;” and while we may regard this truth | Ha often alluded to the period of his conse-|him in his *“ work of faith,” still there were | will long be remembered. The solemn rite 
as having a special reference to the recogni-| ration to Christ in baptism, as ove of the no ascertained cases of conversion to God.|was administered in the baptistry which had 
tions and rewards of eternity, we have many happiest seasons in his life, Brother B. was at times much discouraged, 
cheering proofs that it is frequently verified 

ag | hah 2 : just been erected in the church, and the scene 
. : and his faith was sorely tried. He fea ¢ | was rendered unusually impressive, from the 

in time, The influence of the lives and la- Bont ae ro ogres orbs 1+ was not the right man for the place. “ The fact that each of the bcm had been the 
bors of the devoted servants of Christ is At that time he proposed to dovite his Sikute people” said he, to the writer with tearful | subjects of many prayers. There were the 

father and son, together * utting on Christ.” 
Co even then he had serious thoughts about ful, and my love to them increases, but oh, |The former had for years 

will be felt by fature generations, and reach 

an influential 
thé: mated al dha ~alniininn shinies t OF heart's desire is not realized, souls are not merchant in the place, ~and had long etrug- 

8 arid eee and reach | oy treme coansieatiousness, however ed saved.” 2g A yi ed, he al ot | gies against his convictions, Bat fervent 
pov to pat fp i -- e were rgd | 7 ED Sr Spier Wa a ar in e wg pe ouly to wor he prayer was answered and grace had trium 
excellencies an » Will ever be a precious responsible, until he was fully convinced harder. God was doubtless trying his faith, ed. There too, were the husband and sister 
legacy to the church ; and a constant incen- |. & doing so, he was ** approved of God.” and fitting him nore fully for his work. of one of " the excellent of the earth,” who in 
tive to higher attainments in the divine life, He was always a firm believer in a special About this time (1852) Brother Bentley's an adjoiniug dwelling was fast wasting away 
and greater usefulness in the church, and the call to the gospel ministry. By this he did 3ttention was turned to the Foreiyn Mission- | with consumption, calmly awaiting the sum- 
oe . To = glorify God" in — ghd not mean an audible voice, or a mysterious x ogy and he ree deeply impressed | mons to her rest above. Her desire was now 

| Hs Te by, mg poe Phir Osten bidding him bear the message of mercy with the conviction that it was his duty to 

accomplish this, we should carefully secure. 

accomplished, and she could cheerfully say, 
0. thé guilty and the perishing, but an ardent preach the gospel to the heathen. He had|‘now Lord let thine handmaid depart in 

In this, as well as in other respects, we may Yainsiien 
express our gratitude to God for His gifts, 

desire for the work, a modicum, (§P0ught seriously upon the subject before.| peace for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.’ 
a . ' | While a student at Newton he had frequently | There also were a brother and sister the: at least, of qualifications for it, and a deep : : - , conviction that he could be neither useful or | "versed with two of his class-mates who | children of one who had once been a baptist 

ow high SE ae piety. obo. happy. could neither do the will of God or as paryonr appointment to no Foreign field, | minister, Sad changes had separated them 
anima Pliow the example of those | cj) discharge hig duty to a perishing world, |" be had felt his mind stirred to a kindred | for years, They ha recently met again, to 

* who through faith and paticnce inherit the in any other vocation. In after years his sympathy with theirs. Apparent want of | unitedly embrace the Saviour, and confess him 
pos. : convictions became move mature. & his con | #000088 in his present ficld of labor caused |before the world. 

Influenced by these considerations, the tion to the work has proved, and the him to fear that, like Jonah of old, he had| The heart of the pastor was cheered by the 
ge WOR VA JUN Sa signal manner in which God blessed his labors Ssh the Lord, and hy consequence of gracious revival. “Tearful sowing” was 

pir nage de a “bro . — er has fully justified his choice. | this his impressions returned with resistless 

materials he has been able to secure are 
#0 scanty, and also, that our recently departed 

now followed with * joyful reaping,” and our 
He remained at Horton about three years power. At a deeply interesting Missionary | brother from that time, was tly strength- 

and excellent brother, Rev. Ric McLearn 
to whom this work was at first entrusted, did 

sor Shit fa ¢ Sait tat all meeting, held in connexion with the ‘Baptist | ened in his faith in God. It was remarked 

not live to perform it, 

wick. In 1848 he repaired to the Newton Convention, assembled at Sackville N. B. in| by many that after the revival he 

Samuel Newcomb Bentley was born at Up- 

Theological Lustitution, Mass,, where he pur- 1852, at which time Rev. Arthur Crawle 

per Stewiacke on the 4th of J y 1822, His 

» Vo y | with greater freedom of utterance, and with. 
sued the regular course of st udy, Dreparsior) was accepted as foreign missionary, Brother | more confidence and fervour than previously. 

parents were for many years exemplary mem- 
bers of the Baptist church in his native vil 

= wt Bentley touchingly alluded to kts own con-| In 1854 and 55 he frequently performed: : 
EE L— SH, victions. A committee was appointed to con- | missionary tours in Shelburne Co. ehiefly to 

lage and according to his own grateful testi- 
mony carefully instructed him in the princi- 

. : h : fer with him upon the subject. After prayer- | Ragged lsland and Sable River, These visite delivered in the Merrimac Baptist church, : : : : Boston, on the 7th of May, 1848, from Luke ful consultation, they wisely concluded, that | were ver 

ples of religion. His P rnd was suddenly 
summoned to his rest, during the summer of 

Love crowns us with joy, or hate with thorns— 
The heart beats on with its loves and scorns— 

Life wears away. 

& Ver Vr ney HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 1861, Vor REV aa 

Brother Bentley's experience is another acces- of & poor widow.* They were fecble and des- | day however began to dawn upon his labor at 
otf. sion to the many and encouraging evidences pised by the world,, but God was with them, ' Liverpool, and he gradually became convinced 

~arrnanmnnomnnsnasansseass of this truth, The writer has more than and ns ews lowly abode was often * the. that the united opinion of his brethren was 

. once, heard him express his high estimate of gaté of heaven,” and became the spiritual | the * voice of Ged.” A few vears afterwa 
Life wears away. parental bstridtion: and also, bis affectionate Birth-place of many souls, The Se pray- | when his health was mu a — pre 18 pee 

Life wears away regard for those beloved parents, who, in his ers of this devoted band * availed much.” | he said to the writer, “it is difficult for 

Like the rosy flush on the morning cloud, early years, * allared” him “to bri hter | Precious penticostal seasons ersued, under the ime to give up my fondly cherished desire, but 
Like the flower’s perfume by the strong wind bowed, | worlds, and led the way.” The writer trav- | preaching of Father Ansley, Rev. I. E. Bill,! my brethren were right. I now see I am not 
Like the sunbeam’s smile, like the night's dark elled with him to the Western Association and others. The church greatly increased in fitted to endure the hardships of foreign mis- 

shroud, convened at Clarence in 1855, and it was ' numbers and influence. Plain, but commo- | sionary labor.” The comforting words address- 
Life wears away. during the first session of that body that ti- | dious houses of worship were erected in town ed by the Lord to his servant David, who was 

i Kil ki do : dings of his father's death reached him. and at Milton, In 1850, during the success- | not permitted to fulfil his heart's desire in the 
4 oC Sa good we may— This painful announceiuent almost overwhélm- ful pastorate of Kev. R. B. Dickey, it was | erection of the temple, might ‘with propriet 
& Whether we spend it in work or play, ed him, yet he manifested the most entire re- | thought desirable to form a new interest in| be applied to our brother, thou didst well, 
5 Preeze in December or dance in May, signation to the divine will. We passed the town. A church was accordingly organized, | that it was in thine heart,” as also Matthew 
a Life wears away. ensuing night together at the house of a consisting of 42 members. Brother Bentley | Henry’s judicious comment on the pas : 

: friend and before lying down to rest he pro- | having recently returned to the province, the |« sincere intentions to do good, shall be gra- 
Life wears away, posed we should mutually pray. In kis pray- | attention of the brethien in Liverpool was di- | ciously: approved, and accepted of God, 

i With its pleasures and pains, its hopes and fears, er, he spoke of his irreparable loss, and pour- | rected to him, as a suitable person to take the though Providence prevent our putting of 
¥ 10 lodusy and guine, Np Stier Sd Seas | ed forth his expression of gratitude to God, | pastoral oversight of the new church. He|them in execution.” 

; WO Sy DOIN Jb SD, DRS SY WI Hy for the guardianship, and example of such a|was accordingly invited to visit them. After! In the summer of 1853 a costly and sub- 
-_ bio aor father, new a faint in glory. No one could | attending the first session of the Western stantial sanctuary was erected by the people 
Life wears away ! have listened to that prayer without the abid- | Baptist Association, held at Yarmouth, he | in the centre of the town, 

With its restless nights and toilsome morns, in 
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BY THE REV. HENRY ANGELL, 

. ] acceptable to the people, Several 
xix. 41-42 as Brother Bentley's health was feeble, it| persons dated their first religious impressions 

“ 5 ds would be injudicious to appoint him to a fo-| from discourses delivered during these excur~ 
Thus equipped for his good work, he re-| eign field. This decision was confirmed by |sions. The church at Ragged Island invited: 

turned to Nova Scotia, resolved, with trae | the Convention at Nictaux in B53. Brother | him to the pastorate, but his usefulness ia 
christian patriotism, to devote his remaining Bentley was keenly disappointed. At first, | Liverpool constraived him to decline the im- 
days to the advancement of the Redeemer’s | he folt unreconciled to the decision, snd |vitation. In the spring of 1855 Brother 
cause, in his native land. After a season of | thought of offering his services to the Ameri- Bentley's labors were greatly blessed, and the 

itinerant labor, chiefly in portions of the Pro-|can Baptist Missionary Union. A brighter | church was again visited with a delightful 

bis attention was providentally directed to) «Laliude to the late Mrs. Dolivar;” « mother in | Lord.” The good work spread to Milton and 
SS. ty ve gd edd ho Aer united with the Live eatkeh at its organization. Port Medway, and a large number were add- 

The church, being few in number, and unable tol ed to the churches. urin e i and achieve his greatest success. build a place of worship, met in a small room in her 8 he. erin} 
The history of the Baptist.eause in Liver house, "Her zeal and activity kept the church from Brother Bentley's health guve way before ine 

extinetion. When the 2 or 3 ma e members declined | tense labour for the welfare of souls, and fears 
pool and its vicinity is full of interest. Its |io conduct the meetings, she gave out the hymns 
commencement, was indeed * the day of small | herself, in prayer, an encouraged the other| © for a while entertained that his work on 

t sisters to do likewise. Her house was the home of | earth was nearly finished. He thought so 
things.” The church was organized upwards | the ministers of Christ, and she maintained her love ¥ DE S— the = of C d she maintained her love himself, et he would not retire from his post. 
0 years ago, and met for worship for se- - y © nemphs| He appeared resolved to die * in the harness.” v ly is » root in the b ble dwelling [Rien Dos Mh 1088 aged 4. Her record is on Althougd ble  p Nr 5 

1855. From the concurrent testimony of 
those who knew him, he appears to have been 
& man of industrious habits, of sterling in 
tegrity, endowed with a vi understand- 
ing, and truly devoted to his God He sus. 
tained for many years the office of deacon in 
the church, and * purchased to himself a 

d degree” ‘in the faithful discharge of his 
ge _ The mather of our departed friend is 

iving. 
Home influence and training have much to 

do with the future course and spiritual well- 
being of the young. A child trained + in the 
way he should go,” seldom * departs from it.” 


