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The Cross.

Blest they who seek,

While in their youth,

With spirits meek,

The way of Trath,
To them the sacred volume doth display
Christ a8 the only true and living way;
His precious blood on Calvary given,
To make them heirs of endless bliss in heaven,
And e'en on earth the child of God can trace
The glorious blessings of His sovereign grace.

For them he hore

His Father's frown,

For them he wore

The thorny crowan.

Nailed to the eross,

Endured its pain,

That His: life’s loss

Might be their gain,

T™hen haste to choose

The BETTER part,

Nor pARrRE refyse

The Lord your heart,

Lest He DECLARE :

“1 know you not”

Then deep despair

Will be your lot!

REFLECTION.

The past—where is it? It has fled.
The tpmru? It may never come,
Our friends departed ¢ With the dead ;
Ourselves 2 Fast hastening to the tomb,
What are garth’s joys ? Thedews of morn.
Its honors ? Ocean’d wrgathirg foam.

Where's peace 7 In teals Meckly horne,
And joy? In heaven the Christian’s home.

BDiographucal.
s l';)r t;;e ;Jhrht;un Messenger.

Memoir of the Rev. Samuel N,
Bentley, A. M.

BY THE REV, HENRY ANGELL,

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, WED
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and commenced his Jabors on Sabbath, August
10thy, 1856, At first he regarded his stay
with, them as onI{' an experiment, Ina
note to the writer dated August 26th he says,
«“ I regard myself as only a missionary here,
to morrow is all unknown to me, The people
receive me kindly, and I find plenty of work,
I trust I may be divinely directed,” The
congregation began to increase and several
young persons united with the church.  Broth-
er Bentley beeame much encouraged, and
went to work with renewed energy to revive
the drooping cause. In the spring of 1867
the church was visited with a precious revival,
Brother Bentley thus graphically deseribes it
in the Christian Messenger April 15th 1857,
“ My connexion with this church commenced
some eight months ago, * Though during this
period, discouragements have pressed around
us, the people have been visited with unex-
ected mercies, I feel that L have reason to
Vthank God and take courage.’ Long linger-
ing doubts hung over my departure from a
dearly beloved people for the sake of labor-
ing here, 1t may have been that the painful
parting was meant for good,
Under the favoring swile of heaven it has
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heavy tever,
very weak,
four weeks, [ have just spent three weeks
with my friends at SBtewiacke, to recruit m

Influenza set in, and I became

my own pulpit again, [L.am still weak, but 1

how great the privilege was, which I had too
much undervalued before,
keep us, and dispose of us to his glory.”

His health continued to fail, He was at
times unable to preach, and was seldom
sufficiently well to perform all his pas-
toral duties. The cause appeared to languish,
and feeling that the church needed more pas-
toral labor than he was able to give, and that
g:rhlpl an itinerancy on behalf of the Home

ission eause might invigorate his health, he
tendered his resignation of the pastorate on
Sabbath, June 19th, 1859, Shortly after
this he went on a journey eastward and
visited Guyshoro, Canso, and other pluces. At

Guayshoro he took part in the revival which
heen my privilege to witness an increase of |was then progressing in the church, aud for

rayerfuluess and union in the chureh , . . .|the last time, I believe, administered the or-
Mhe hearty and able eo-operation of the|dinance of believers' baptism.. After a fort.
brethren to a degree aJmost unanticipated, has | night’s tour, he returncd howe. - In Ssptem-
given me much cause for gratitude, ber he setout again on his agency. He
For a number of weeks past we have met | preached at Plaster Cove, Oape Beeton, Oot.
more frequently than usual for prayer, preach- | Oth, from John xiv.27. + Peace 1 leave
ing, and exhortation. Brotherly love has heen

with you, my peace I give unto you: not as
evinoed, wanderers have returned to the fold,{the world giveth, give [ unto you.” It was

sioners have found pardon and grace through | his last sermon, and the subject was in keep-
* the precigus blood of Christ,’ For five suc-|ing with his own calm and trustful repose
cessive Lord's days we have been at the bap-

upon the divine promises and grace. A se-
tismal waters, with, first nine, theu fourteen, | vere zold brought on violent illness, and fears
six, four, and three, who professing faith in

were entertained that he would die away from
Jesus, were baptiged in the nawe of the|home. Amid the most severe suffering, his
Father, of the Son, and of the lloly G host.

mind was stayed on his God, He rallied suf-
May they all walk in newness of life, and |ficiently to'veturn to his family, His strength
keep their pli

r plighted faith and vows to the Re- | now gradually wasted away, and the frail tab-
deemer till their dying day” ernacle yielded to the rapid progress of dis-
On the 28th of April 1857, our brother|ease. Yet his hope remained firm and un-
was united in marriage to Miss Emily, eldest | shaken by the storm.
daughter of the late Henry Dugwell Ksqr.| For many years he had entertained the set-
The union was a happy one, but destined, |tled convietion that his race would be short,
alas ! to be short, Our sister Mrs. Bentley, | bat he always alluded to the thought in the
has been ealled’ to drink deeply of the cap | accents of one to whom death would be “gain.”
of sorrow, in the removal to another woﬂj. And now that the hour of his departure was
not. only of her beloved husband, bat|come, he welcomed the stern messcuger as a
recently of a kind and estimable father.|friend sent to eall him to his heavenly rest.
May God sustain the bereaved fumily, Two|Not a cloud dimmed the closing scene, as he
little boys have been left by our brother Beut- | calmly yielded his ransomed spirit into the
ley, who with their widowed mother have a | hands of his Saviour.
large ¢laim on the sympathies and prayers of | His deeply afilicted widow thus touchingly

the denomivation, portrays the last moments of oar brother.
The Nova Seotia Baptist Home Missionary| « Pe you would like to hear some-

Society was formed at the Central Associa:|thing of your friend’s triumphant victorious
tion, held in Hantsport, in June, 1857, [ts|death. you seen the calm holy joy
ohject was to carry on the Howe Mission en- | that beamed from his eye, and the heav.
terprize with greater efficicncy, especially in | enly rapture that shone in his countenance, as
the Kastern section of the Province, Broth, |he waited for the welcome nressenger, you
ep Bentley was appointed Secretary, and|would have said it was not death, it was but
theew himself into the work with whole.|the passing of a saiut to glory—a christian
hearted geal. By repeated and fervid ap-|to his home.

posls to the ehurches through the pages of| He was only with us a fortnight after his
the Christian Messenger, he sought to awaken | return from Sydney. At times he seemed to
the sympathies of the peeple, and secure|think he might recover, but, he, would sa
from them sn increase of pecuniary aid. |« the will of the Lord be done, it will all be
Chiefly through his indefatigable . exertions, | right.” No doubt ever appeared to war his
missionaries were stationed at several import- | peace of mind for an instant. His lust night
ant points, Lo the deeply interesting report |on earth was almost free from suffering. He
of lﬁ work port‘omﬂy the Bociety, drawn | was perfectly sensible. I sat by his bed-side,
up by bimeselt, and presented during the|and wiped the dampness from his brow. He

sessions of the Uentral and Kastern Assogia- |often told me “ to cast my burden on the
Lord.” At one time he said * I shall soon

tions in 1859, it was stated that the sum of

- £701 8s, 114, had been raised for missionary |be amid a host of the glorified,” About 2
sud his visit to them a year or two since was | purposes during the year, that 22 missionaries | o'clock I read to him the 23rd Psalm, and
s season of deep satistaction to both. m been a chapter in Isaiah, [ then kneeled, and

. _ _ ) botk 4 yed, 219 persons. had-been |
The testimony of a brother in L‘"“C{" n ' :ﬁ’ a very large amount of labor|with one hand on mg head, he prayed for me,
s letter addressed to the writer, we i;‘vo had and his children, Oh how his words sunk in
“ '.

i 0 been forth to extend the cause of
expresses the views of all the ehurch. truth in land, Brother Bentley had|my heart as he said, * it way the last prayer
together on earth, the next would be praise,

Bentey was much beloved by us, and it was|thoughts of devoting his whole time to the

with extreme regret we were iged to part|Bosiety as its , but just when our hopes| At five o’clock he asked me to bring our listle
with him, His preaching, and o minie- | were raised, and the attention of the es|boy. He kissed him, committed him to my
trations were always W‘P“b& and from his | tarned to him s especially adapted to carry|care. At six o'clock he gently fell asleep in
earnest sincere piety, calculated to do good,|on the work with great efficiency and success,
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(Concluded.)

Brother Bentley's winistry in Liverpool
was a very successful one, His earnestness
and vigor in the pulpit had drawn around
him a namerous congregation. The church
had greatly inereased in nambers and influ-
ence, Over 180 persons had joined its fel-
lowship. He had done much to increase the
intelligence of the community by the eircula-
tion of Good beoks, and the prosperity of the
T'emperance cause, was largely connected with
his untiring efforts for its advancement, He
was not only beloved by his own people, but
was highly esteemed by all classes in the com-
munity, Besides this, a large number of
young persous had been gathered into the
church during the recent revival, and were
in mach need of judicious pastoral training,
Just at this juncture, when it was most n«j
ful for him to remain, he resi the pastor-
ate. We are well per that our dear
Brother agled conscientiously, yet we have
always viewed the step with the deepest regret,
It is true, declension had followed the recent
revival, yet the church needed his help to sus-
tain wholesome discipline, and to preserve its
union and stability. As it was, however,
they were left for some time destitute, and the
cause greatly suffered.

We have reason to know that our brother
afterwards looked back upon his resignation
as prematare, and we thisk that all who sus-
tain the pastoral office may learn this lesson
from the incident, that the pastor of a church
should only leave one field for snother, when
there is an e cause.

Brother Beutley retained his ardent attach-
ment to the church at Liverpool until death,

: ~/ Jesus.” He expired on Saturdag morning
though bis humility was such, that he was|the Master called him to his rest. Brother | Nov. 26th 1859 aged 86 years. On the Sab-
always fearing that he was in the way of a| Bentley’s health had for years been jufirm,

better man,”

The North Baptist Church in Halifax had
been for some time destitute of a pastor.
Brother Bentley bad oecasionally
for themm with much.

s his inteation of leaving Liy

bath following his interment an 'lpprerilw
funersl sermon was preached in the North
Baptist chapel, by Kev. Richard MclLearn,
who has since been called to join hiw * before
thée throne of God and the Lamb.”

God be praised for a life so devoted, and a

and at times it did appear as though the frail
tabernacle would break down ‘beneath the

'w incessant toils in the cause of

the Redeemer, He :&peared determined to

- as 8000 | cease to labor onl n he live.
y

|

y
became | In the latter desth #0 triumphsot. Dearly beloved, de-
known' o them they invited bhbnwwiﬁ??iolmmofmkmm puhdﬂlaﬂ,‘my hznhouhuno
smong them. He accepted their invitation, | greatly weakened him. In & letter to the|us! We cherish thy memory with gratitude

NESDAY, JANUARY 233, 1861,

I was not able to rrcach for |

health, and exchange pulpits with Bro, T, H. |
Porter. A week ago | returned and tried | parted friend we would glance at his excel-

. ut 1| Jencies as a christian, 3 fiiend, and a * minis-
hope gradually to reghin wmy health in a ter of Jesus Christ,”

measure. *When T could not preach, | learned '

. I the cheerful cast.
The Savior still!

y | before as I feel to night.
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writer, dalled Dec, 14th, he thus speaks of and love, and would emulate thy devotion to
his illness;—* I have just narrowly escaped a thy Master's cause.

“ Hopefully wait we God’s holy time,
That .~h:tf| call us to share thy rest; .
Till then we must dwell in an alien clime,
While thou art in Abraham’s breast,”

In closing this imperfect sketch of our de-

His piety was more of the pensive, than of
While at times he * re-
joiced in hope,” yet he oftener appeared to
lie low at the footstool of sovereign mercy,
“ He endured as seeing Him who is invisible."
His was every day religion. He did not rise
very high or fall very low, but seemed every
day to walk with God and rest on the atone-
ment of Christ. In the discharge of christian
duty he was extremely conscientions, Only
donvinee him as to what he ought to do, and
no matter what difficulty stood in the way, or
how great the sacrifice necessary, duty must
bé performed. While he esteemed all of
every name who loved the Saviour, yet he
was very firmly attached to our distinetive
denominational principles, He was never
ashamed of them, and when they were as-
sailed, manfully and ably defended them. To
every good work he gave his aid, but the
cause of the Redeemer especially lay near
his heart, His cousecration to his Master's
service was not a mere form, it was &

that ruled him in life, impelled _him to work
hard for God and souls, and was unquenched
b{ decayipg hodily vigor, and the approach
of death,

He had * a passion for souls.” He, more
than any person [ ever kuew, seemed absorb-
ed in the work of “saving souls trom death.”
During his pastorate at Liverpool he kept a re-
cord of the families in his gation, and
of each member of the several families, He
appeared to have & tolerably correct idea of
their spiritual state. He once shewed the re-
gord tome. *“ That one” said he, ointin'g
to a ngne, * is | think a christian, this one is
hopeful, and that one I fear is a stranger to
grace.” He would often write letters to ab-
sent members of the congrcgation concerning
their eternal welfare. He once sought an in-
terview with a dyoung man who was about
ing to sea, and failed, He wrote a fervent
and importunate letter urging the young man
to seek the Saviour and entrusted it to his
mother with the request that she would place
it in his trunk, that when far away on the
ocean, he might peruse it.

Nor did he labor in vain, There will be
many stars in his crown in the great day,
One evening he preached in a Wesleyan
chapel in Shelburne Co. His text was, “ great
peace have they that love thx law.”  His
appeals were very solemn, young man
was present who was a great opposer to
religion, and a bitter enemy Lo the Haptists,
The bow * drawn at a venture,”. smote the
conscience of the youn% man, and he left the
house of prayer under deep conviction. Go-
ing to his home, he leaned upon a gate and
wept, saying to a companion * I never felt
L am a great sin-
ner.” He afterwards found  peace in beliey-
ing” and is now an active member of one of
our churches.

I called to see Brother Bentley, on one oe-
casion, and he met me with a joyful welcome.
A young lady had just ealled to tell him she
th found the Baviour, and that a sermon
preachcd by him had been b‘m as the
means of her conversion, He asked me to
kneel with him and return thanks to God.
» Will you not promise me you will retura to
the Lord and his people” he siid once to a
backslider, The appeal was uttered with so
wuch tenderness and solemnity, that she found
no rest until she sought the Lord and returned
to the church, But eternity alone will reveal
the whole result of his hitkfulful efforts to
bring souls to the SBaviour.

In the pulpit our brother was sn able
preacher, His sermons were carefully pre-
pared, and were often original, full of fine
thoughts beautifully expressed, - When his
natural difidence dig not restrain and embar-
rass him, he would delight his suditory with

manly thoughts, and souching appeals. If it
was leldomgthhu his hearers were carried away

by the tide of eloquence, were often
szdwdlntwlah:‘nnwd?:.’m

& quiet sarcasm would provoke & smile, and




