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What must I do ?

“ Sixce I first discovered Jesus to be the end
of the law for righteousness ‘to every gne that
believeth, I have more than once mot with a
oor sinner seeking peace at the foot of Sinai
instead of Calvary ; and I have heard him now
and again, in bitter disappointment and fear,
groaning out, * What must I do? [ have said

to him, *Po! do! what ean yvou do? what 'do
you need to do 7' ”

Nothing, either great or small,
Nothing, sinuer, no ;

Jesus did it, did it all, g
Loug, long ago.

When he from his lofty throne
Stooped to do and die, :

Every thing was fully poxk ;
Hearken to his ery :

“It is fimished !” Yes, indeed,
Finished every jot,

Sinner, this is all you need ;
Tell me, is it not ?

Weary, working, plodding one,
Wheref: re toil you so ?

Cease your poinG ; all was dene
Long, long ago.

Till to Jesus’ work you cling
By a sivpLe faith,

Doing is a deadly thing,
Doing ends in death !

Castyour deadly doing down,
Down at Jesus' feet ;

Stand in him, 1N uiM ALONE,
GLORIOUSLY COMPLETE.
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The Baptists of Nova Scotia.

Perron V.
From A. D. 1821 to A. D. 1828.

LETTER XXXIX,

FTATISTICS OF DITE PERIOD.~ERROES CONNPCTED.~—
ME. MANNING'S MEMOIR OF LEBBEUS HMARKIS.~
ACCOUNT OF ==—=TAYLOR, THE COLOURED BRROTH ER,
==PUBLICATIONS ON THE BAPTISMAL CONTROVERSY !

*=WILLIAM ELDER'S~—ALEXANDER CRAWFORD'S.
~WINTER OF 1826~7.

My Young Friend,
The general history of the period now un-

der review has been recorded. The following
is a summary of the statistics :—
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1522 18 100 13 13 8 1401
1823 & 89 6 21 12 1421
1824 21 M7 15 2 6 1545
1825 " 22 97 4 19 20 15580
1826 25 125 12 10 27 1634
1827 26 53 15 25 58 1605

1828 80 118 i1 11 20 2049

In preparing this table I have beea com-
pelled to deviate from the printed Minutes of
the years 1827 and 1828, 'in consequence of
the gross inaccurafjces which were discovered
in them. The totahumber of mewmbers for
the year 1827 is set down as 1711. Now,
the total number for 1826 was 1634, and the
returns show a decrease of 45, which would
reduco the number to 1589. The numbers

iven in the Minutes, however, amount, not to

711, but only to 1384, Three churches,
containing 121 members, are altogether omit.
ted in the column of Total,” mﬁne church
is reported one handred short of its actual
number ; 80 that we must add 221 to 1384,
which gives us 1605. Then as to 1828 :—.
the total is said to be 1772, which should be
1769, according to the printed figures. This
capnot be right, for it declares the increase to
be only 164, whereas four churches were add.

ed that year, containing upwards ot 400 mem-
bers. But the first Halifax church is omitted.

Maptist brethren.

That church reported 280 members the year |
before, which number, added to 1769, shows |

2049 us the actaal strength of our denomina- |
tion in 1828. This was an increaso of 50 per

cent since 1821,

The deaths of two ministers, Jokn H!Llﬂ.oou

ITALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1861,
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and Enoch Towner, have been reported.

Many brethren and sisters were removed to
the better land during the same period, of
whom no record was kept on earth, but whose
lives were fruitful in christian deels, and who
died * in the Lord.” Some brief' notices of
others have been preserved.  One of them I

give ydy in full. It is a Memoir prepared by

AMr. Manning, and published in the Magazine.

“ Mr. Lebbeus Harris was born in Connee-
ticut (then a British Colony) in the year 1746,
His father, the late Lebbeus Harris Esq.,
moved to this province when'it was ‘first set.
tled by the Kuglish. The subject of t: s
memoir, it appears, did not come with his
father and *he rest of the family to this coun-
try at first; or if he did, went back again to
New Kngland. While he remained thers he
experienced, as he trusted, a work of saving
grace in his soul. Shortly after this he re.
turned, or first came, to this pravinee, being
then quite a young man. Not long after his
arrival, he was united in marriage with Miss L.
DeWolf, dau zhter of ‘the lateNathan DeWolf,
Esq., of Hoxton, with whom he lived in love
and harmony about fifty-eight years. Mr.
and. Mrs. Harris had a numerous tamily of
children, most of whom have been called
away by death, and some have given evidence
that they died in the Lord. There arc still
fiv:, who, with their anziable mother, survive
to mourn the loss of so excellent a father ;
one of them is Klder David Harris, now
minister of the Baptist Church of Frederic-
ton, New Brunswick. [Elder Harris died in
1853].

“ Mr. Harris was a modest man ; and as
experimental religion was not much talked of,
and, it is thought, was not wmuch known by
the people in Nova Scotia, when he returned
from Counnecticut, he made wvo public profes-
sidhs till the late Henry Alline commenced
his ministeriai course, At that time numbers
were awakened to a concern for their souls,
and some believers, who had been too much
conforined to the world, were aroused from a
blackslidden state. Among others Mr, Harris
came forth and avowed his Lord, to the great
joy of .many. He united with Mr. Alline in
the Congregational crder, and cogtinued in
that order till the year 1799, when he and
his beloved consort, with twenty-six more, at
one time were baptized in this town, upon a

#| profession of their faith, by the Rav, T, H.

Chipman.

“ Mr. Harris had removed intoe Cornwallis
some years belore, where he continued uutil
his death. Ile, with the writer of this
skewch, and a nuaber more, continued with
the eongregationa' brethren, upon the open
communion plan, as it is called, until the
year 1807, when a considerable change took
place in regard to religious matters, and a
church was constituted upon Calvinistic prin-
ciples, and what is called close communion
was established. This resolution crossed the
tender feelings of the symputhising Mr. Har-
ris and his companion, They always seemed
to bave an affectionate regard for the regular
Calvinistic Baptists: but how could they
leave their Coungregational brethren, whom
they so much estecmed, and by whom
they were so highly esteemed in return ?—
The subject, however, being much agitated,
and a reformation already commenced, our
worthy brother Harris, who was a man of
some reading, and especially conversant with
the scriptures.—-uttel; much prayerful investi-
gation, saw his way' clear to uaite with his
Accordingly, he and his
dear aged partner were received into full com-
munion by the Baptist church in this town, in
which communion and secret fellowship they
remaived until his decease. This took place,!
after a lingering illuess, on Lord’s day the
20th of May, 1827,

“ His fuueral was attended cn the Tuesday
following, when a discourse was delivered in
the Baptist meeting-house, Canard Street,
from Job. v. 26 :— Thou shalt come to tk
grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn
cometh in his season.” This cext appeared to
be very appropriate, as the decease lived to
a full age, un«f was apparently ripe for glory,

“ Mr, Harris was, in various respects, an
uncommon man, As a husbaud, none could
be more kind ;—as a father, uone could be
wore tender ;—as a brother, none could be

‘more affectionate ;—as a friend, none could

more true ;—and as a neighbour, none
Id be more peaceable, barmless, and o.

WHOLE SERIES,
3 Vor. XXV..... No. 31.

bliging. Ie was a man of prayer, in secret,
in the domestic circle, and in the ¢hurch of
God. We shall long remember his modest,
affectionate, awfully solemn, and truly evan-
gelical prayers, ¢The memory of the just is
blessed.” Tt is said that he was neyer known
to have a quarrel with any person.  He ne-
ver had a suit in a court of law, as he uever
sued, or was ever sued by any one. He
a-pired after nothing more, in this world,
than to be an honest, ehristian farmer. He
might truly be said to be * not slothful in busi-
ness, fervent in gpirit, serving the Lord.—
Thus lived, and thus died, one of the most
amiable characters in Nova Scotix. As he
entertained the hope, 0 he evinced the piety
of a real christian for upwards of wxty years,
He was beloved and universally respected by
all who had any knowledge of him.

“Some may think the portrait is in too
high colours. But a gentleman high in of-
fice, who was well acquainted with the dear
departed Mr. Harris, not less than threescore
years, after his interment remarked to the
vreacher, who had delivered in substance what
18 stated ubove, * You have said a great deal,
and well you might, but you have not said the
one half.’

“ It is deveutly to be desired that profes-
sors of religion in these provinces, and through.-
out the world, would follow the example of
the deceased Mr, Harris in many particulars ;
but especially in one, viz., 5o to conduct their
affairs, if  ossible, that they may not have oc-
casion to be engaged in controversies at law,
as alas! too many frequently are, to the in-
jury of the cause of Gog.”

{take the following narrative from one of
Mr. Ferguson’s letters to Mr. Maaning, It
is dated May 1, 1827,

“ We have lost another of the followers of
Jesus, whore death is severely felt by us—our
cotoured brother Taylor, ot the Plains [Ham.
wonds Plaing]. I have often spoken to you
of him. He was an eminent saint, and lived
in the affeetions of God’s people here. I ne-
ver knew a coloured brother that possessed co
vigorous a mind, nor a mind so deeply im.
bued with trath. Taylor liyed for eternity.,
While he rendered honour to those that were
above him, he feared not man.

“ An epidemic raged amongst the negroes
in that settlement this winter, Ab.ve forty
died, having hope in their death. T. ylor was
with th:m all, ministered to their spiritual
wants, and preached at their funcrals. The
same fever seized him on the 21st of April,
and he sunk under it in uin: days, We knew
not of his illness until atter his death, and
this is the more distressing to us, as we fear
that he wanted common comforts, Poor dear
tellow ! I would have bastened to him at any
moment, ‘ ‘

* 1 cannot say how anxious I have felt that

you, my dear friend, should know our depart-
ed brother,

Never saw I more humility, or

more true dignity, in any man, Truly, [ ne-)

ne- - . i
ver sa' v hiwm without feel ng my ow: iufenon-‘ Gonsequent on baptizing unbelicvers,

ty. He looked to me like what he was—the
son of a king. He was always afraid of ap-
pearing forward and it was only of late that
L began to get him near our friends. Ile
prayed in the meeting at the last administra.
tion of the supper,

** Hie loss to the coloured brethren is irrep-
arable, and to the church wo are about to
form above what you can conceive, We look.
ed toshim as the conneeting link of that chain
that should bind them ang us together, There
was nothing like a regalar gradation of mind
(if 1 may express myself s0) from tho lowest
in the seale to him. There is not one left
that we can place, in any good degree, confi-
dence in—not for want of honesty, but judg-
ment. They are an intéresting people. ~ God
has jewels among them, and we dread, to them
and to/the catse of God, the consequenees of
ba hing. Poor Taylor was as immovable
® a rock. Arm'nianism never held up its

y head in his neighourhood while he lived.

With what energy, when Mr. Hull and my-
self visited him last summer, did [ see him
bear testimony to what he emphatically styled
‘the eternal truth of the eternal God »

“I bave no particulars of his death, other
than that he was delirious until within a few
hours of his death, when his mind was restor-
ed, and he talked of his soul and eternity with
composure. We are making provision for his
widow, who, with six children, almost infants,
are in a very destitute condition,”

Taylor was a christian hero. He possessed
a large measure of the * spirit of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind.” He was a
rich man—* rich in faith.” He wes an illus-
trious member of the « royal priesthood.”
Would that there were many more like him,
of all colours !

The progress of our denomination in the
provines naturaily excited general inquiry
respecting the sentiments held by us, and
the foundations on which they rest, ‘Con-
troversy followed. It was commenced hy
the Rev. Mr. Ross, Preshyterian minister of
Pictou, who published a treatise on infant
baptism (or, as we call it, infant sprinkling)
in 1811, A few years afterwards another
volume appeared on the same side, by the
Rev. J. Munro of Antigonish, also a Presby-
terian minister. * The Baptists,” it was re-
marked, ¢ confident that the New Testament
impartially viewed, is the best possible- trea-
tise on their side, took no notice of these pub-
| lications, but quictly laboured to promote
lcvungelic:xl knowlcdge, as the best means of
| promoting the Baptist interest, which they be-
lieve to be identified with the best interests of
wankind.”—About the year 1822, the Rev.
George Jackson, a Wesleyan Methodist min-
ister, renewed the warlare, in a series of
“ Letters.” A Reply was issued in the fol-
lowing year. It was entitled, “ Iufant
sprinkling weighed in the balance and fourd
wantiag ; in five Letters, addressed to the
Rev. George Jackson, Wesleyan Methodist
Missionary ; being a Reply to his Lietters in
defence of Infant Sprinkling. By William
Elder.,” This was an octavo pamphlet of 56
pages, closely printed. It was a respectable
compilation, and appears to have produced a
powerful impression, for not only did Mr.
Jackson defend himself, at great length, but
Mr. Ross entered the field again, and thus
added “a fifth clerical treatise to those al-
ready published in these provinces, to defend
infant sprinkling, or rather, to wage war
against the Baptists in the person of Mr. El-
der.” Alexander Crawford, a Scotch Bap-
tist minister, resident in Prince Edward Is-
iand, replied to Mr. Ross.
bulky pamphlet of 135 pages, entitled, * Be-
liever baptism, as opposed to unbeliever sprink-
ling. In two Kssays:—first, on the Abra-
hamic Covenant ; second, on Christian Bap-
tism.” The Contents were—

“ Essay 1. On the Abrahamic Covenant.
1. The nature ot a covenant.
ings of the covenant. 8. The ratification of
the covenant. 4. The token of the covenant.
A view of the allegory in Gal. iv. Au
Epitome of the Abrahamie Covenant.

* Essay IL. On Christian Baptism. 1,
The meaning of the ordinance. 2. The
meaning of the word ¢ baptize!’ 8. Tho
subjects of the ordinance. 4. 0'j etions & -
swered, 5. The practical uses of baytism,
6. Mistakes concerning baptism. 7. Evils

A private collection was made at the As.
sociation in 1826, amounting to ten pounds,
to enable Mr, Crawford to publish his work.
[t appeared in 1827, My, Crawford attend-
ed the Association that year, and preached
from 2 Cor, 5. 17 : “ an able discourse,” said
Mr. Manning, “ but a little - tinctured with
Sandemanianism.” He made a gimilar re.
mark respecting Mr, Crawford's pamphlet :
~—*“The more [ read the better I liko it,
though T think it is a little tinetured with
Sandemanianism, or what we would among us
call the peculiarities of the Scotch Baptists
~—, Which I think rather an injury to his book,
though they do not, it is true, cnter into the
essenco of the controversy. Yet his oppo-
nents will no doubt avail themselves of those
peculiarities to ery down this most valuable
publication. He boldly asserts that there was
but one covenant made with Abrabam, and
yet proves that there were two ; but he calls
the first ¢ type,” and the second, ¢ anti-type,’
Yet the Hu!y Spirit by Paul distinguishus
them in the plural—the fiist’ and the ‘second’
—the “old’ and the ‘new.’ Laun sorry that
in some things he has been somewhat eccen.
trie; for I believe him to be a man ¢f God—
a man of talent—and greatly enlightened in
the scriptures—aud an able advocate for be.
lievers’ immersion ; —and sprinklers will have

pretty hard word to. eomfate his arguments,
take them as a whole.”

It will be but fair to let Mr, Crawnford

H's work was a |
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