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body who will oscupy at least fiftoon minvtes !

in the exercise. 4. Make a long and tedious
dissertation on some topic in which mnobody |
has and never had any interest, and then read |
another long-versed, long metred hymn, and
call on some brother or sister who has by tais
time become half asleep **to joinjin the de-
votions.” 5. Be sure, in no case, 10 allow of .
any voluntary singing. but alwa¥p hunt up
your own hymn yours If, after 1hQ‘ prayer s
over, and the prople are scated, The lonZer
you hunt the deader the nreeting will get, and
the more sorry the people will be that tl!v}':
came out. Conducted in this way a meeting

. . . .-
s ¢ rtain to grow thin and {receze up, and dic

at lust a perlect death.

For the Christian Messenger.

Day of Humiliation.

Dear Brorneg,

It will be remembered that a resolution
was passed at the late meeting _of the Con
vention, recommending the churches to set
apart and observe Thursday the fifth day ol
December. next, as a day of humiliation and |
prayer.

The recommendation originatéd with the
Committee * on the swate of the Denomina-
tion*~Their report containsthis passage i—|
« Your Committee observe, with_deep regrct, |
that the number of conversionsg, as indicated |
by the baptisms rc;wrtwl. falls far short (;1;
any number recorded by this Convention since
1853, in which year the increase was unusu- |
ally small. Thiswds a matter for grave €on-
gideration and serious inquiry.” [a view of
this.mel incholy fact they urged the desirabic-
pess of holding a day of humiliation and
prayer, and the Convention concurred in the
propu.sul.

That there is much cause for humiliation
will be generally admitted. That it is befi:- |
ting to éxamine scriously our state, as indivi- |
duals and as churches, and to 4:lnluir1f whether
there are any stumbling-blocks in the way,
the removal of which may tend, by God’s|
blessing, to the restoration of prosperity, will |
not be denied. That God has often gracious!y |
regard:d his people when they have humbled |
themselves before him, confessing their sins,
and has *remembered them in tieir low |
estate,” is matter of history.

The pastors of the churches will.no doubt|
enter heartily into this arrangement, and use
t‘ut:ir h(;rl cud«:uvuuza LU secure a dn;'.‘uul uh-'
scrvance of the duy uppuiuh;'l. ;\lu)' au
abundant blessing follow ! ,

Yours truly, '

Noe. 1 186 J. M, Crawp. -

Clristion tbessenger.
" HALIFAX, NOVEMBER T, 1561. ,

1

Church Matters. Adgpission, &c.‘

Inx reference to the communication of “ A
church oflicer,” on another page, we may re-
mark that we do not attach much importance |
to uniformity of action in our churches in
cases of discipline, The independence  of
each church might bé seriousiy compromised
by attemptiog to-apply such a rule. Kvery
case has circamstances which belong to itself
alone, and there are shades of character pe-
culiar to every subject of such action which
might make it necessfry to pursue a different
course from what may have been adopted in
another, éven in the same church. It is un-
desirable, we think, to make the law of pre-
cedent in one church of any foree in another,

Laet each case be treated on its own merits,

In the reception of members, we be-
lieve gencrally the vote should' be a unanimous
one, A majority would not ordinarily desire
for the admission of, a person to fellowship

entil every member could receive such persou.

cordially into their full confidence, There
might, however, be a factious opposition of
some who had resolved to continue hostile,

such cases, if previously harmonious, one of
two results must follow—either a want of
unanimity must afterwards prevail in the
church, or the exercise of diseipline would be
necessary, if the member were received by a
vote of the majority ouly.

It may not be amiss to copy here the re-
marks of Dr. Hiscox on the Mode of Admis-
sion to Baptist Churches. He says :—

% There are three ways in which a person may
be admitted 1o membership in the church

1. By Baptism.—A person may be admitted
tg baptism, on a

u

¢h a one makes known his desive for baptism

to the pastor, or brethren, who become satisfied |

of his fitness for membership.
Then the person, if encou

ed by the pastor
and brethren, comes before

church at s

ehurch meeting, or such other time as it may | in your hand !

Y SR —

|as in the previous case

| ".'\"!ll‘i\l !\ .

rofession of faith in Christ. | mon the Cyrenian bore, if, with unwilling neck,

THHE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

and views of duty and of doctrine. After he
has retired. the church votes whether he ghall
be received to membership * on being baptized.”

In some churches, the name of the candidate
is announced at a_public meeting, previous to
that on which he is to be received, to give all an
opportunity of acquaintance with .thc fact, In
some churches also, \he eandidatg is required to
come before a committee and make his request

and if the committee regard it unfavorably, bis!letter in fall.
applica‘ion 1& not presented to the chureh at all. | ied on the subjeet,

i

]

U}

We have received another letter from | very brief, yet may give some idea of the

o oy
! "
o

[November 6, 1861.

« Modesty,” entitled -» The Bev. Mr. Rand |spirit of the mecting.

making a clean breast of it.” referring to his
communications in the C. Messenger and P,
Witness on the case of the Rev. Mr. Flder ;

desirous of cqntinuing the discussion in our
pages we do not feel at liberty to insert the

2. 3y Letter.—A -person may reéceive from|gonarylly are, thet Mr. E. had rejected an

“‘v,‘:_:‘u ¢ !"‘,: oty ¢ > T ais - : A 4 ¥
r‘h. ur h. of which he is already a member, \ institution of Christ, and had aubstituted o
etter

of commendation and dismission, and with
it be received to membership in another church,

providing the one-irom which he comes be of |

farth and order.

\
the same

hutely necessary, yet it is di sirable that he should
be p;w-n-nt. and verbally express his wish to be
recerved.,

3. By Experience.~It is sometimes the case,
that persens who have re: eived baptism, but by

!

yut as we before intimated that we are not |

| thirty years ago.
. . Be | one of the pleasing results.  The good produe-
We are oursc!\'c_es quite satis- | oq had been in a great measure the work of the
as we believe our readers | the middling class of society ,—the higher classes,
'nothwith:tanding they suffer much from intem-
| perance, had unfortunately kept aloof to a great
human invention to which all the errors of | ¢xtent.

The chairman on rising expressed the
the pleasure he felt on loooking at the progress
of. Temperance principles at the present time,
and drew a contrast between the state of society
now and that which existed some twenty or
That meeting, he said, was

Various examples of this were given,

Christendomn may more or less be traced ; | and the evils of fashionable society commented
J L ( . ’

’

land the church of wh ich he wos pastor could
Such a one is received by vote of the church, ! pot therefore (:unsintcutly have done otherwise

|
i.nst Noel. and cites facts in their defence, we
| come means are not m mbers of any chureh, or |should do injustice to the memory of the

and though not abso:|kan they did.

As, however, a portion of * Modesty’s”
letter refers to Mr. Rand’s imputation of ia-
consistency in the cases of Judszon and Bap-

o ’ : . |
are wembers ing another denomination. desire to | honored dead, and to our respect for the

be admitted to mem!

4 satisfactory relation of their Christian experi-
ence. and 1. their faith and Christian character

be satisfactory, they are adimitted to the fellow: \

,.-_!.ip of the church on thear Christiun 4.//mri: nee.

,],h“ nates Ul. “-1!1'“-1411'\ 1o b-‘ H‘H‘i\wl In.\
letter and experience, as well as thos * for bapti=m,
are publicly announced at some meeting previous
to their l'|'='t'pli')n.

l)roll. also adds the fnll«Miug as Notes :—

Persons cannot be recdived to nwmlwrship on
the eredit of letters, from other denominations.
Such letters are ace t'ph--l only as testimomals of

| their pnmium standing-and Christian character :

but the applicants are to be received either by
’ul,»'/,-m it not already |):\|»!i7.«'4|-< or on thewr

(‘hl'ir’.l‘i!l ¢ :/;wrlm.m ’ l't‘l.’ﬂtd ill l»l'ra‘)lr l)(‘l“l‘tf {

the church.
It is a rule, zenerally acted on, that ne person

‘.-.h.xH be received into the church to the gl‘ivll of

any -one who is already a member, Hence, al-
though the ~vote of a piajority present at any
regular meeting pro perly decides any question
of business, vet, in receiving and excluding mem-

bers, and o her importazt business, it is very de-

| sirable there should be a general harmony, and

if possible, entire unanimity.

‘! is customary, when members are admitted
to the church, whether by letter or haptism, for
the l;;x.ﬂul‘ to ;!i\'i‘ them, ** the II..'//I' hand D) ./} b
lowship.” This is usually done at the com-
munion service, immediately before: the ordin-

ance is administered.  The act 1s designed, sim-

| menced, he |w|-i~t.~ in adding to them, almost |

v as an c'\lnn-.-?vm of the church's welcome |

and tellowship for those received | and though
not required by any s riptural authority, is ver)
.‘ti)l;l"v‘nl"l\"‘. andis favored h_«. ~ -ripmn- :n“h.r-.\.
In some ¢ hurches lnfn'ﬂ"‘.l‘..n"_\' at the 50!]“., tle
hand of fellowship s given by the various mem-
bers pr‘«'.-a'ul. in order, instead of |') the l).t\'«)]'
a practice which, though less con
venient, is a more forcible expression of fraternal

\M'l- o,

2urther, in reply to our correspondent,

I
we hardly see the same necessity for una-
nimity in a vote of exclusion, although it
would be we!ll to use every possible means of
3nli.~!_‘,i'x,_' the whole 'm'l.‘,' bdim: ];rum:chug
to tzke a vote on such a question,

of exclusion. we are not aware that a church

is under any obligation to publish its aets,

'l'l ere may be cuses, huw(-\'cr, iu \h’hi"h l.hia
)

ership.  They bring no let-| highly estimable living, were we to reluse
| tofs, vor are they re-baptized ; but after givinz |y ortion to * Modesty's” vindication of them.

He says :—

- l'l’ to the ‘n'(--vnt moment the severest
thine done by either (the editor and correspon-
- . |

Rand's effusions and laugh at them. But -
stead of regretting and recalling, on reflection,
the rash and silly assertions with which he com-
weekly, others, cach, iff possible, more reckless
than its predecessors. Such is the character ol
these prnnlm-!ium that mo view it is possible 1o
take ot the r-uh_]«-wt, can stave ofl’ the conclusion
that, in writing them, Mr. Rand has most seri-
cnh‘:\' 1'Hlnplmu'lm"l himself.  The evidence of the
justice of that opinicn is only too abundant.”
w4 Mr. Rand, consiious that any such course
of conduct (as to |;ll'l»l; |} ln'nﬁ'rs a certam re-
l'A','-l‘)H\ iwl;rl ;uul |»l'i\.‘th'|} lu;lcl an .,l,',.,,'”..
one) would be l'c-putli.‘nml by “.ilnli.-h', and de-
JIOUI wl l:} ”N'lll as ean .‘Ah'l ‘il'!mm“l |!lil|l\.‘
to &ilence them by the sweeping assertion that it
was the ‘.rin"iph- adopted  and acted npon, as
far as convenient, by the most reverd ol their
body, specially paming amonz others Judson
and Baptist Noel, both of whom he involves in
his groundless slander of the eminent living and
dead. [/t is dmpassible to conceive af anything
more utterly fulse than the charge Mr. Rund 30

tou eight years ago:

on. The good which had been accomplished in
Pictou County by restricting the sale of alcoholie

liqquors, was referred to much more good, he
| said, would have resulted had the administrators
Lof the law been as active in supressing the cau-
| ses of intemperance as they are in putting down
lother vices, which spring from t.
' should be made to conquer intemperance by sav-

I xertion

ing the you'h and acting on the moderate drin-

ker.  Moral suasion, he said, changed the occu-
| pation of many liquor dealers in his vicinity,who
had seen its bad etfects,

Now there were men
engaged m it whe will not give up without the

aw takes hold of them ; and he regretted that the
Linfringers of the liquor law could so easily find
legal minds to defend them in their wrong. He
| dents of the C. M.) has been to puhli~|| Mr. |

spoke of the many temptations which beset our
people, particularly the young, and the great
necessity  for co-operation in the extension of

| temperance,

Rev. Mr. Gunnison was called on by the
Chairman for an address ;—that gentleman re-
marked that in the programme the Commiitee
had decided to give the brethren from the coun-
try opportunity of bheing heard. It was pl asing
to hear new volecs at such !l;]"|l'|’i||lr!<_

The Rev, Dr. ('l'.'unl»l'mn;,'?ululattwl the Chair-
man on his recent elevation to the office of G. W.
I’.. and the Order n |m\ill:__' such an old and
tricd friend of temperance at its head. The
speaker peferred to a ditficulties promoters of
temperance experienced, and reminded them of
that passage in the good book which says, * Be
not weary in well doime.”  The Dr. gave seve-
ral examples of difliculties overcome by l.:ui.-nt

preseveranee, He also, in a very feeliny man-

Lner, referved to the number of leading members

of the Grand Djvision who had passed away from
carth, who were present with him and the G. W,
I’ at the session of the Grand Division in Pie-
He brought to mind those

r:;,/[[f/. /,ll.;/ /;n.u-l/s ll.lldll.h.'" those jus! and .’/""'I men. | reminiseenees lm'lt'l_\' as a l't‘llllllllt'l' O i.“ ln‘c':wlll

Judson’s change of views, in regard .to the sub-
jeets and mode of Baptisin, were slowly foreed
upon him while preparing himself” to meet the
arguments of the “Apll‘l Missionaries he ex-
e tedd 1o encounter 1 India. /lunu'l/ul/ﬁ/f/ he
wrriced at a decision, he wrote 1o the Amerwan
Board 4‘,',,.14‘:“/“.'_' them with the fact. s work
on * Baptism" i simply a sermon lie subsequent-
ly l.r«'urht'«l in Calcutta, “.’nl;ll-t Noel wds for-

merly an  Episcopalian  clergyman, and one of

the Queen’s Chaplains.  His mind became dis
turbed con erning the connection uj the Church
with the State. In 1848 he resgned s chap-
laincy and seceded from the established 4‘hun-i

For sometunne he I'Illlll'h' ") um'unuu‘h-/ with ‘“'"/l
d /umu'lut.':'u/a. lll 1549 l.t' Iﬂl';!l-ll“‘l |H~ WUI'L'

on Church and State, and subseque utly he
anited with the Baptists. Do far from writing
a work in favor of Baptist views while filling

the office of a Pedubaptist clergyman, there s

: e o | 3 widence that he hadd any leanings toward:
With regard to giving publicity to a vo'e | g : e .

{ the H..l;li.-ls till some time after he had left the

. l
might be necessary for the purpose of pre-

venting further injury to the body. Of that,
however, each ehurch must judge for itself,
There is wuch diversity of opinion and
pr;u:li.sc we believe, in respect to the cligibili-
ty of female members voting on all enureh
matters,

|

|

!

In ‘the regeption of members, of |

Chureh of England. " It will tax all Me, Rand’s
i!lgl'l.'lil) to clear himse If from the nh!mlll) ol
having wade such charges against such men for
such a purpose. Either he knew the facts or
he did not.  On  neither Mlm»»iliuh 15 he far
{rom a very serious unlnu;uum."

Temperance.

Tar Grand Division of the Sons of Tem-

course they have a vo'ce equal in B“,pvrunvc commenced its Annual Session on

respects to that of male members,
be well il the brethrén were alway
to do good as the sisters, anl uﬁupublc of
forming a correct judgment on matters coming
within their sphere of action. Their own
diseretion will ordinarily prevent any im-
proper intrusion into the matters more prop-
erly belonging to the brethren,

Concerning another point referred to by
our brother,—a member of' a church be'ng re-
leased from his obligations— the following
extract from Dr, Nehemish Adums may be

rof service ;—

|

notwithstanding they were unable to produce |
satisfactory reasons for such hostility. In J

“ 1" he says, “any one is sorry, that he ever
yrofessed to be a Christian,” and $hinks that he
is not one, and would be glad to be released
from his uh“;{iﬂ'mlls. we would say, * Y()Ul‘ Olllv

hope of happiness and safety, here and hereafter,
and the enly relief for you from your present

» . ’ » 9
cmbarrassment, lies in vour becoming a taithful
follower ahd friend of your Redecmer.  As for

| escaping from your vows 10 God which your lips
| have uttered, and which your soul made when

vou were in ll"va, vou cannot do it. If you

should reccive « letter signed by your pastor,
the office-bearers, and the umninu of the

' church, releasing you from the church, you might

foel relieved for a while ; but that letter would
soon be 1o you a heavier burden than >
he endured the reproach of Christ. On adying
bed that letter would seem to you, in your dreams
and visions, like a great gate shutting you out
from heaven. What a sight it would be to see
you before the Lord your udﬁo. with that letter
e

appoint, and relates his Christian expericnce,' you would take with you to the bar of

It would be the last thimbhli

| Ksq., G, w. P

It would | Wedresday last, and continued in Nession
as ready | morning, afternoon, and eveuning, till about

one o'clock on Friday,
were rec ived in the Division room and ap-
propriately addressed by Avard Longley,

The officers elected for the ensuing year
are, —

G. W. Patrlarch,~ Mr, J. D. B, Fraser, of Pictou,

(;. Associate—Itey. N, Gunnison.

G Senibe—Mr. P. Monaghan,

G, Treasurer—Mr, G. G, Gray,

G. Chaplain—Rey, W, (. Purker, of Nictaux.

G. Conductor=Mr. D. Mawshall,

G. Seutinel—Mr. k. Mournson.

Applications were reccived from several
places for the Quarterly Bessions, They were
decided to be held as follows :

In Junuary, at Hantsport,

Iu April, at Londouderry,

Iu July, at Baddeck, C, B. -

In October, (Anuual) at Halifax, '

On Thursday evening & public Boiree was
given, to which all the members from the
countfy were invited, The room was filled,
The tables were abundantly sapplied and the
cowpany were enlivened during the evening
by & number of pieces on the fine organ, st
which Mr, J. C, Craigen presided.

After the supplies on the “tables had fur-
nished the repast, the intellectual festivities
commenced by a speech from the Grand Wor-
thy Patriarch, J, D, B, Fraser, who occupied
the chair on the occasion, The following re-

port of the speechos from the Sun, although

| Bruvswick and other places,

Ou Wednesday evening the Bands of Hope |

that they too must pass away. The reverend

l;,zvmlc-m;m referred to the pleasantress of the
| present meeting.

and elosed with quih' a burst

of eloquence, in which he expressed a hope that

those l:l't-wlxl would be ;{uivlwl ‘r} that good book
which all there bhehieved ill, and if lln') l'i;||l|y
sowed, they should in due gme reap their re-
ward.

We regret exceedingly that, for want of space
we are unable to give an outline of the. several
intereresting speeches made.  The other spea-

kers were : A, Longley, E. McDonald, R., Mec-

| Girigor, Esqrs a d the Rev. Messrs Parker and
1. | Gunnisons

Tue letter of Rev, Dr. Cramp, in another
columh, will commend itseif to the churches
generally, The fact of there having been a
smdller number of additions to thew during
the past year than for many previous years,

demands serious consideration.  This circum-

| stance, however, is not pewuliar to Nova Seo-
‘tia, nor to one denomination,

We regret to
find that the same thing is seea in New
In the Salem
(Mass,) Baptist Association, receutly held,
the churches * r«'purh'«l 66 hupt‘.l."". 8 re-

lee'ved by letter and experience, 498 dis.

missed, 2% excluded, 69 died, during the last
year,  leaving a total membership of 4,507,
'which is a loss of 475 from lust year, Of

'the 498 reported as dismissed, four hundred

\and sizteen were dropped by the Worthen
| street church, Lowell, because nothing had

been heard from them for years.”

“ In the Old Colony Association, only five
| churches reccived any accessions by baptism,
:Ul the GO ‘ml;lil,t‘il, 1uny-(hrcc were lm;.lilml
Lat South Abington, were a very precious work

of grace had been enjoyed. There are in the
' Assoeiation ouly five churches which have a
membership as high as 100 each,”

Lu view of these fucts may we not well, on
the appointed day, come together for special
attention to this matter, The recommenda-
tion of the Convention will, we trust, be con-
carred in by the churches in the three prov-
inces, and steps taken to hold appropriate
services, 50 a8 to make it a simultaneous as.
sembling of ourselves as a commuyity to call
upon the God of Heaven to remember his
people, and bless their labors for the salvation
of their fellowmen,

e

Tue Rey, J.B. Goucher inlorms us that
having become the pastor of the Baptist
(hurch at Port Medway, he will be glad for
all letters wnd papers for him to be sﬁdrwed
accordingly.

May the Oharch at Port Medway and its
Pastor be abundantly blessed in the formation
of this new relationship,

g~ Tne Aruexxom Bawp ov Hore will
give an Entertainent at Temy erance [lall, to-

morrow night. Consisting of nes, Reeck

tations, Music, &e,  Price of adwmission, 4d.



