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From “ Hymns from the Land of Luther.”

Mein Gott! ich weiss wohl doss
ich sterbe.”

“All the days of my appointed
my change come.”"=Job. xiv. 14.

time will I wait, till

My God! I know that T must die,
if}' mortal life is pas-ing hence,
On earth I neither hope nor try
To find a lasting residence.
Then teach me by Thy heavenly grace,
With joy and peace to end my race.

My God! T know not when T die,
What is the moment, or the hour,
How soon the clay may broken lie,
How quickly pass away the flower ;
Then may Thy child prepared be
Through time to meet Eternity.

My God! I know not how I die,
For death has many ways to come,
In dark mysterious agony,
Or gently as a sleep to some.
Just as thou wilt ! if but I be
For ever blessed, Lord, with Thee.

My God! I know not where I die,
Where is my grave, beneath what strand
Yet from its gloom I do rely
To be delivered by Thy inand.
Content, I take what $pot is mine,
Since all the earth, my Lord, is Thine.

9

My gracious God ! when I must die,
Oh, bear my happy soul above,
With Christ, my Lord, eternally
To share Thy Glory and Thy love!
Then comes it right and well to me,
When, where, and how my death shall be.
B. ScumoLk.
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PROGRESS 1N 1835, 1836, AxD 1837 —BARLY HISTORY
OF ISAAC L. CHIPMAN.~~NOTES OF THE REVIVAL IN
HORTON,~STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN 1538,
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The year 1835 presented another season of
comparative dulness, Only 199 persons were
baptized. Twenty eight of them joined the
Church at Newport. Twenty-one were add-
ed at Yarmouth, Granville Street received
thirty-five. The ravages of the cholera at
Halifax in 1834 had awakened much coneern,
and many were led to seek the Lord. The
Baptist church shared in the spiritual pros-
perity that resulted.

At the meeting of the Association in 1836
the brethren were again gladdened by good
tidings. A plentiful shower of grace had
descended cn the church at N ictaux, and one
hundred and eight conversions attested its
cffects. Kighty-five baptisms were reported
by the Wilmot Church ; fifty-two by that at
Upper Granrille Mountain ; twenty-eight by
that at Wilmot Mountain. All these ad-
ditions were in the County of Annapolis,
Thirty-two joined the chureh at Aylesford ;
twenty-one, that in Granville Street. The
whole number of baptisms that year was
458,

Although the baptisms in 1887 were not
quite so numerous (they amounted to 393),
the work of God evidently rospered in a
great degree in many places. Horton church
was peculiarly blesred. Many of the pupils
in the Academy were brought to the Saviour,
Fathers and mothers wept for gladness, and
praised Grod for his gracious answers to their
prayers. The number baptized in connection
with that ehurch was 112, ;

In the Minutes of the Association for 1837
the name of Isaac L. Chipman first occurs,
He was a delegate from the church at Hor-
ton, and his name appears among the Licen-
tiates, The subsequent labours of that be-
loved brother were of so great importance
and value, as will be hereafter shewn, that it
is desirable to place on record such details of
his early religious history as have been
preserved. A document in my possession,

entitled “ An Autobiographical Sketch.” en-
ables me to give it you in Lis own words.

“ I was born in Cornwallis, N, 8, J uly 17,
1817. T passed the morning of my days with
my parents, surrounded with all the blithe-
some sports of boyhood, and participating in
all the delights which the lively and happy
scenes of the domestic circle could contribute.
I omit not to mention, however, that the piet
of my parents tormed a kind but determined
restraint to the wildness and folly of my
youth, and threw around the domestic circle
a softening, hallowing influence. While un.
der the paternal roof I breathed as it were in
areligious atmosphere.  Often would the affec-
tionate earnestness of the minister of Christ
in recommending religion to my early consi-
derz tion affect me to tears.

“But the brightness of thé scene soon
vanished. The vigor of my youthful trans-
port received a violent shock in the death of
my dear and pious mother, who was conveyed
to the spiritual world the 30th day of May,
1826. Being eight years old my mind was
directed somewhat to serious reflections, and
[ think I took comfort in the expectations of
mee:ing my mother in heaven,

*In June, 1829, nearly twelve years old,
I weat to Horton Academy. I commenced
Latin with Mr? Chapin, and Ceesar with Mr.
Pryorin 1830, Begin Greek, March lctgg_

“ The wholgeof my life, I believe, previous
to this period.k“’ks characterised as that of a
good and studious boy ; but from the influ-
ence of bad companions, evil habits, however
concealed before from the observation of m
friends, now became strengthened, and devel-
oped themselves in bold relief, Daring this
period, however, I was in the occasional prac-
tice of secret prayer—but probably only hav-
ing the effect of repressing the calls of con-
science,

“I must here express my regret thut I
have forgotten so many of the religious feel-
ings which agitated my breast about this time,
Suffice it to say (and O the riches of God’s
Providence in directing me hither !), that in
a gracious rain of the Spirit’s® influcnce in
Horton, some mercy-drops fell on the barren
wilderness of my heart. The Spirit breathed
on the chaos of my soul, and then originated
light and life. - I may mention inquiry meet-
ings as especially conducive to this. I be-
came alarmed about my soul’s concerns, I
became convinced that I was a grievous sianer.
[ felt the vanity of the world—its utter in.
capability of giving-me a preparation for a
never-ending eternity ;—-and for a short
period my mind was halting between the
world and religion, not having sufficient
strength to bid an eternal farewell to the
pleasures of the former, “or receive the lat-
ter with a cordial and decisive embrace.
Soon, however, on conversation with religi-
ous friends, I was induced to hope, however
tremblingly, that I had an interest in the
Saviour. I had been expecting some extra.
ordinary manifestations of grace, which would
leave no room for any doubt, 1 thought, too,
that I must of necessity know the very mo-
ment of conversion to God. So much ~ indis-
tinctness now hangs over my feelings at the
time, that 1 scarcely know what I believed to
be the evidence of my being born again ; but
[ think the love I had for the ple of God
first gave me a hope that I had submitted to
the Saviour., I soon experiencad many sea-
sons of secret and humbling joy, resulting
from views of the Saviour, not now particu-
larly remembered. My delight it was to go
‘0 tie house of God, to converse with the
people ot God about religious books, and to
pour out my roul in prayer and sweet medita-
tion on divine things. Often did 1 retire
alone for these purposes, and hold sweet com-
munion with my God. Often did I, accom-
panied by a dear friend, a tellow-student,
whose miud became impressed with religiovs
trath about this time, go to the minister's
house for kind counsel and encod m :nt ;
and [ need not say how advantageous those
instructions were to our minds, then so sus-
ceptible of impression. |

* On the 5th of August) 1832, when fif-
teen years old, he and [ were baptized on
profession of {aith, and admitted to the priv-
tleges of the church in Horton. The day was
noted for little else than inexpressibly solemn
foelings, mingled with little or no comfort,
O blessed change ! O bappy avowal! Taken
from the degtt:si.ng service of the wicked one,

y |find myself taking a part

y | for someé time appeared in prospect, though at
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to receive the easy yoke of the Saviour——O:
how blessed ! When shall T ever be thank-
ful enough ?  Eternity itself will but roll on |
in its endless rounds, to swell the deep-ton-
ed chorus of heaven— Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanks iving, and honour,
and power, and might, be unto our God for
ever and ever, Amen! May I not at last
in the ¢weeping,
and wailing and gnashing of teeth of the
damued into hell !

Having adverted to his engagément as as-
sistant-teacher in the Academy, from Aug

i

15, 1834 to Nov. 15. 1885—after which et

resumed his place as a student,
proceeds thus :—

“ It now remains for me to refer to an era,
perhaps the nfost important of my life. On
the 5th of November, 1846, when nineteen
years old, I made known to the church of
which I was‘a member, my intention to preach
Christ to a dying world, together with the
reasons for believing it to be my duty, which
were as follows :—

Ever since I obtained a hope in the Saviour
I have more or less felt that I was the Lord's
—that I was under the strongest obligations |
to consecrate myself wholly to the service of
the Lord, to cultivate my immortal mind, as
a preparation fo: whatever sphere of labour
he might intend for me, and to enter tpon it
with unreserved submission, 1 have felt, too.
that 1 should not be happy in this worla till
engaged directly, and perhaps publicly, in the
cause of the Redeemer. The ministry has

Mr. Chipman

a great distance often ; it is true, I have had
an earnest desire for the salvation of sinners,
and I have had a pleasing expansion of soul
in praying for the fulfilment of promises rela-
tive to the kingdom which is not of this world s
and I have looked upon the situation of the
ambassador of heaven as one with which the
hizhest dignity and the noblest happiness con-
terred on man are connected ; but the high
and holy characteristics of his employment
have only tended to place it at a greater dis-
tance. Suffice it to say, within two or three
months I have been persuaded to believe that
[ could not any longer defer engaging in it,
aod have peace of mind. The matter has
been brBught home ; my heart has been ex-
amined, with too little care, it is true, but
with at least some degree of faithfulness; I
have made it a subject of prayer, with too
little anxiety, I know, but with some sinceri-
ty of heart. My mind hadbeen in a state of
fluctustion, halting between two opinions,
My want of experience, and knowledge, and
es(feoially my hardness of heart, on the one
side, would lead me tp conclude that I was
only deceiving myselt about the matter ; while
on the other hand, the value of the never-
dying soul, the awful retributions of eternity,
the love of the Saviour to my soul and to the
world, as well as the infinite superiority of
religion to every thing earthly, made me will-
ing to think that not only I, but thousands
and thousands of others ought to be warni: g
sinners to flee from the wrath to come, My
leelings thus equiponderant—+but we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellen-
cy of the power may be of God, and not of
us,” seemed at last to decide the momentous
(uestion, It has been my greatest discoura-
gement that my heart has been un’eeling in
contemplating so solemnly responsible an un-
dertaking, I have been inclined to believe
that for a time at least it would absorb all
my thoughts and feelings, if it made a pro-
per imspression on my mind. But if I know
my own heart, I want to walk in the path of
obedience, I am not conscigus of being
swayed by worldly motives. I have human
aature, it is true, and probably do nothing
with perfectly pure motives; but I hope my
leading motives are good. If I am actuated
by vain-glory, or a desire of self-aggrandise-
ment, may my tongue cleave to the roof of
my mouth !

“Nov, 13th ‘1886, This is a memorable
day to me. To-day for the first time I at.
tempted formally to unfurl the blood-stained
banner of the cross. My text was 2 Cor, v.
20. 1 occupied half an'hour. Had but lit.
tle difficalty, I believe, in saying what I had
to say, though once I wholly lost the train of
my ideas; iqt I felt too little the awful
weight and importance of the busi

ness upon
which I was entering.

'the Lord in
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ever, if T am designed for this department of
labour in Christ’s kingdom, it was only intend-
ed to shew me my dependence on the arm of
the Lord. May T be resigned to the will of
every respect ! Pride is probably
my greatest snare.”’

[ gather from the same document some
notices of the revival then in progress.

“Dec. 2, 1836, Attended an inquiry
meeting. ‘Many present, many, [ hove, anxi-
ous, and appearances encouraging. Endeav.
oured to show an interesting young wman, a
stranger, the reality of heart-religion.”

“ Dee, 3., Attended conference meetin
to-day. Many of the church. especially the
sisters, much aroused. It is true, we must
beiieve that insincerity often prevails at such
meetings to a m:ourntul extent ; out until we
lose all confidence in human assertion, I must
think many of the christians in this place
much engaged in prayer for the cause ot God.
Five persons offered themselves, on profession
of faith, for reception into the church.
I'he greater part of what was stated by them
gave good evidence of an acquaintance with
the Saviour—but it was not wholly unexcep-
tionable, I was unavoidably impressed with
the belief that we as a church are not suffici
ently cautions in receiving persoms to our
communion. What was said at the meeting
seemed to imply that a willingness to profess
religion was sufficiént evidence of a change of
heart. Day of calamity to the church of
God, when any thing is substituted for real,
vital godliness! May the members of this
church have ‘the word ef Christ dwell in
them richly in all wisdom, and may they
never lose sight of the absojute necessily of
the Spirit’s influence !”

“Dec. 6. Attended a meeting on the
mountain. People apparently very solemn,
and much weeping. A large number .of
young unconverted persons present. My own
mind somewhat aroused, perhaps more  from
the circumstances around me than the impres-
sion of truth. It is evident that the truth
alone will make a salutary and permanent
impression on the heart. I want to feel the
point and efficacy of divine truth.”

“Deec. 7. Attended an. inquiry meeting
this aftercoon, But few preseat, but some of
those few, we hope, permanently anxious for
the salvation of their souls, Enjoyed some
pleasure in conversing with them about eternal
realities,”

“ Dec. 8. This evening had some religious
conversation with fellow-students, The idea
struck me that religious young men engaged
in study, so much requiring religious influence,
ought to have a society among them for the
cultivation ot piety, as well for the purpose
of rendering them usefal as for that of en-
dearing them to each other and to the place
where they reccive information. Ia other
employments the mind may b> occupied with
other things, but in study the mind must be
directed to that alone, and on this account is
the danger of losing religious impressions,”

“ Dec. 10. This afternoon attended con-
ference. A large number present. The peo-
ple of God much affected, and others appar-
ently very solemn. Twelve persons offered
themselves to the Church, one of whom was
refused, nearly all the others having related
satisfactory exptriences,—some of them ve
much so. The latter part of the meeting,
however, was too much hurried and slighted,
for such awfully solemn business. I am more
and more convincéd that our churshes should
act with perfect and undissembled faithfulness
to souls and to the cause of God in receiving
persons to their communion. The candidates
should always be requested to retire, and then
every one express his opinion with freudo_uh -

“ This meeting is an evidence that a power-
ful revival is in embryo. Oo the mountains,
in the valley, at Wolfville, the glorious work
is prevailing. If the Lord of hosts manages,
all will be well.”

“Dee, 14, Having spent the most of the
day iv study, with my wind too much imbued
with the world, went with brother Dimock to
the mountain. Found meetinghalt out, Took
some pleasure in talking with the people ;
and from what was discovered at that meet-
ing, and from information given, found the
people in almost every part of the , mountain
real'y awakened. Some have obtained hope,

and many may be expected 'to join the church
next conference,”

An uofeeling heart

was still my greatest burden, Perhaps, how-{

In addition to those who were a&lod at




