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Sunday, March 3rd, 1861. 
Read—MATT. vi. 16-34 : Christ's Sermon on the 
Mount, continued. 2 Kings, iv. 1-17: The Shu- 
nammites Son raised by Elijah. 

* Reosbe~~MATTHEW vi. 9-15. 

Sunday, March 10th, 1861. 

Read—MATT. vii. 1-14 : Christ's Sermon on the 
paamat, continued. 2 Kings iv. 18-44 : The dead- 
y pottage healed by Elisha. 

Recite—MATrHEW vi. 19-21. 

“« Fearch the. criftures.” 

Write down what you suppose to be the answers to 
the following questions. 

17. Give instances where unlawful curiosity was 
remarkably punished, and state an occasion on which 

ns were charged on pain of'death not to indulge 
the spirit. ee 

18. Can you refer to an instance in which the rash 
imprecation of a father brought his son under sent- 
ence of death, for having taken a little food in the 
fatigue of battle, and when death would have follow- 
ed but for the interposition of others in favour of the 
condemned ? 

§ - - 

Answers to questions given last week :— 

15. “The spider taketh hold with her hands, snd 
is in kings’ palaces. 

16. The stork, the turtle, the crane, and the swallow, 
are used to reprove the wilful ignorance of the child- 
ren of Israel, Jer. viii. 7. r 

— 

‘- Woodman Spare that Tree.” 

The most beautiful and affecting song of the 
present day, is “ Woodman Spare that Tree,” 
as sung by Mr. Russell. It was written by Col. 

P. Morris, the editor of the New York 
"Mirror, and is founded upon the following inter- 
esting occurrence. When a person hears Mr. 
Russell tell the story, and then listens to his en- 
chanting strains as he sings the song, he must 

a heart of adamant if he does not feel 
Bie bosom swell, and the generous tear of sym- 

hy moistening his eye. 
Pe here was a family of opulence residing in 
the country, not a great distance from New York 
It consisted of the parents and a large number 
of sons and daughters, a¥l united together by 
those golden ties which no one but a parent, a 

_ brother, a sister, or a daughter can feel. They 
: d every thing requisite to ensure happi- 
ness—their home was an earthly paradise—their 
hearts the seat of ardent love for one another, and 
of generous, noble friendship for others.—There 

- seemed nothing wanting to perfect this little com- 
munity. The pecuniary circumstances were 
such, that they could indulge freely in the luxury 
o! administering comfort and happiness to 
the verty stricken and miserable. The 
naked were clothed, and the hungry were fed; 
not with that ostentation which exacts the admi- 
ration of the world, but with that kindness and 
satisfaction, which are the characteristics of a 
noble soul.—Their acts of generosity were per- 
formed for the satisfaction of doing good. vs d 
whey they had alleviated the distress of one who 
was almost erushed by the heavy band of pover- 
ty, they experienced that jubilee within the 
heart which none but the truly generous can 
feel. Their intercourse with one another was 
also of the happiest kind. It was the desire of 
each member 
happiness of all the others in preference to their 
own. Sisterly, brotherly, and parental affection, 
filled up their bosoms to overflowing. 

But this little paradise was not long to last. 
The generosity of the old gentleman impelled 

_ him to assist his friends by way of endorsements 
and their failures swept away every farthing of his 
earthly riches. The depriving him of his noble farm, 
his lovely cottage, and the beautiful verdure and 
lofty trees that surrounded it, was the ill reward 
of his disinterested friendship. And to be com- | 
pelled to give all these—to surrender those ma-| 
Jestic trees under whose shade he had passed so 
many t hours with his excellent family— 
and under whose protection, as it were, his child- 
ren had endeared every tree, and indeed every 
shrub to his heart. But they must be all aban- 
doned ; and this y community, which had 
been linked together by the strongest ties of the 
human heart, must be 1orn asunder, yl scattered 
to the four winds of heaven. 

- This misfortune dispersed them in different di- 
rections. Some went to reside with friends, and 
others to seek their fortunes in distant climes. — light travels, no ray from them has yet reached meeting. And if they would have others regard 
But the destroyer of life soon swept away, one by 
one, the whole family but the youngest son. He 
went to the south, and by industry and persever- | 
ance gained a fortune. He then turned to his 
‘old home, determined to ss himself of the 
wy ed “vy marr t it was so situated 

at be could not. He gazed longingly upon the 
nd. £5 trees that were Blasted: - tured 
by ha kind hand of his father. He lounged upon 

green grass beneath their shades as he was 
wont to do in boyhood ; but there were wo bro- 

thers there indulging in their boyish sports, nor 
gules to sweeten the scene with their pure feel- 
3, gushing forth in innocent rapturous laughter ; 

© me mother to watch them op ve mk 
in her eye, no father whose 

“Knee they climbed, the envied kiss to share.” 

And he turned with a melancholy heart and 
perc And his visit can hardly 

a periodical to 
he 8 

| the sacfed grounds periodically. 
when he was on his way, he called npen Col. | 

‘Who Killed the Prayer-meeting? 

the family to contribute to the | 
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Morris to accompany him. The Col. complied 
with his request ; and when they arrive within 
sight of the trees that surrounded the old cottage, 
they saw a woodman standing near the roots of 
the noblest and most venerable one, sharpening 
hisaxe. The strangers put spurs to their horses, 

i rode swiftly up to the woodman, and accosted 
him thus: 

“ What are you going to do?” 
“I intend to cut down this tree,” replied the 

woodman. : 
“ What for?” 
«I want it for fire-wood.” 

old oak stand ?” 
“ You see I am an old man,” replied the wood- 

man, *“ and I have not strength to bring my wood 
so far.” 

wood brought to your door as this tree will make, 
will you forever let it stand *° 
The woodman answered “ yes.” They execut- 

ed a bond that the tree should remain; and the 
stranger turned to Col. Morris, and with a gene- 
rous sparkling in his eye, said : 

“ In youth it sheltered me, and I'll protect it 
now.” 

It affected Col. M. deeply as it would any mah 
who had a heart capable of feeling, and he re- 
pire home and wrote the following exquisite 
nes: v 

Woodman spare that tree! 
Touch not a single bough: 

In youth it sheltered me ; 
And I'll protect it now. 

It was my tather’s hand 
That placed it near his cot ; 

Then Woodman, let it stand, 
The axe shall harm it not. 

That old familiar tree 
Whose glory and renown, 

Are spread o'er land and sea! 
And would’st thou hack it down ? 

Woodman forbear thy stroke ! 
Cut not its earth bound ties— 

O! spare that aged oak! 
Now towering to the skies. 

When but an idle boy, 
I sought its grateful shade : 

In 8ll their gushing joy, 
There, too, my sisters plaved. 

My mother kissed me here— 
My father pressed my hand— 

Forgive this.100lish tear, 
But let that old oak stand ! 

My heart-strings round thee eling, 
Close as thy bark, old friend ! 

Here shall-the wild bird sing, 
«4nd still thy branches bend. 
Old tree! the storm shall brave! 

And, Woodman, leave the spot— 
While I've a hand to save, 
Thy axe shall harm it not. 

— Schenectady Democrat. 

The Beauty of the Heavens. 

How delightful itis to contemplate the Heavens! 
They * are stretched out as acurtainto dwell in I” 
Not only as far as the eye can see, but beyond 
the remotest boundary which the highest teles- 

| copie power can reach, does the ethereal firma- 
ment extend ! We can find no limit, no bound- 
ary. Millions of miles may be travelled 
from any givgn point of space, and still the 
heavens appear illimitable. And with what 
gorgeous splendour and magnificence is that 
curtain adorned! In every direction it is stud- 

| ded with worlds, suns, and systems, all harmoni- 
(ously moving in perfect and undeviating obedi- 
‘ence to the Almighty’s will. The soul in such a 
| contemplation is absorbed. Earth ceases to hold 
‘us with its silver chain. The mind, set free 
| from its grovelling pursuits, mounts up as on the 
wings of an eagle, and soars away through the 
immensity of space, surveying and admiring the 
_inpumerable revolving orbs, which, like so many 
‘crowns of glory, and diadems of beauty, bespan- 
gle the firmament, whose antiquity is of. * an- 
cient days,” and which so powerfully attest that 
“ the hand that made them is divine.” ' The im- 

- mense distance of fixed stars claims our attention 
land awakens most enrapturing feelings in 
the mind. Reason is compelled to give reins to 
| the unagination, which tells us there are some 
stars so distant that their light has been shining 
‘since the creation, and yef, amazingly fast as 

us! “The heavens truly declare the glory of 
God,” and in beholding such a display of y 
Land beauty, we are deeply impressed with its 
- manifestation of the power of the Creator, who 
sustains, upholds, 3 preserves such myriads of 
' ponderous revolving bodies, each in its orbit, 
moving in unerring obedience to His will. 

How to lead others. 

tis a very old saying, that the father who 
says to his sons, “ Come, boys,” will draw them 
much more surely to the field, than he, who sit- 
ting still, says, “Go 8.” But the most re- 
cept illustration of it is found in the story of a 
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deacon in Maine, who could not persuade 
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| No. 2. 

| Ore evening we met in the vestry, with tle 
expectation of having a good meeting. A large 
‘number were present, and there was in tie | 
church at that time more than ordinary religioys 
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interest. 
The meeting was opened with that animating 

‘hymn, 

‘“ Arise, my soul arise; 

“If you want fire-wood,” said the stranger, | The cob 
“why do you not go to yonder torest, and let this | 

“If T give you money enough to hire as much | 

Shake off thy guilty tears.” 

gregation united in the singing, and 
rarely have we heard such soul stirring music. 
And when they came to the last stanza, 

“To God I'm reconciled; 
His purdoning voice 1 hear; 

He owns me for his child; 
I can no longer fear, 

a With filial trust I now draw nigh, 
And “ Father, Abba Father” cry,” 

it scemed as if every heart was melted in love, 
and with confidence drew nigh to God, earnestly 
desiring his favor and blessing. 
A short passage of the sacred scriptures were 
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5 1 Showing piety at home. 

In Portland] recently, a divorce case between 
Freeman Waterhouse and wife was determined. 
From the evidence in the case, it appeared that 
the wife was an * exceedingly pious” woman, 
and that she left her husband on account of his 
profanity. Judge Appleton said she should 
show her piety in a becoming manner by re- 
turning to her husband—that she had no excuse 
for leaving him, and that, it’ she continued to 
desert him after this, nothing could be recovered 
of him for her support. 

te elt et 
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Save the Ashes. 

Our readers need not be told that ashes, from 
mat- 

ters which they contain, are very valuable for 
manuring purposes ; mixed with leaves and wood 
or coal cinders, they make an excellent manure. 
There are many who are not farmers, yet poss- 
ess small plots of land for gardening purposes. 

: g «| Such persons can use their ashes or cinders with read in a most impressive manner, and a brief pe 

scent of the Holy Spirit, and the manifestation 
of his power in quickening the 
and in convincing sinnersiof their guilt. It was 
a prayer appropnate to the occasion, and one in 
which every pious heart appeared to unite. 
Then followed singing, remarks, and prayers.— 
all in perfect harmony with the spirit of the 
meeting. There were life, zeal, devotion, and, 
in fine, everything which gives to a prayer-meet- 
ing interest and profit. But when a 
the time usually allotted to such meetings had 
expired, a certain man arose, and wished to give 
his testimony in favor of religion, saying that it 
had done everything for him, and he desired to 
recommend it to others. He spoke some time, 
but evidently his feelings were not in tone with 
the spirit of the meeting. A chill seemed to 
strike the hearts of all, and when he took his 
seat the spiritual thermometer was down nearly 
to freezing point, and the meeting evidently was 
dead. Some attempts were made to resuscitate 
it, but all in vain. There was no life lett, but 
only the cold marble form. Mr. killed that 
meeting. The proof was clear and decisive, 
But you perhaps ask how he did it? Well, 1 

will tell you. It was not by what he said ex- 

feeling and sincerity in that. His language was 
very correct, and of itself not particularly objec- 
tionable. But the fact was, his daily life was 
unchristian. He wasshrewd in bargains, takin 
the advantage of others whenever he cou 
His word in business affairs could not be relied 
bn. His promise was not worth a straw. No 
onc expected he would do as he 
there was any possible way of avoi it. And 
for him to recommend religion, and tell how 

desired others to embrace it, was a mere farce, a 
serjous method of joking. He had no religion 
when out in the world among men, and it was 
useless to pretend that he had it in the prayer- 
meeting ; for everybody krew that he would be 
just as usual the next day. 

But some may inquire “ What right had such 
a man to speak in meeting 7” In one sense, no 
right, unless he had a confession to make for his 
hypocrisy and his guilt. In another sense, he 
had a right, for the meeting was open to all who 
desired to take a part in it. Besides, he was a 

fessor of religion. He had not been exclu- 
ded from the church though he ought to have 
been years before. But he was one of those 
slippery kind of men, which vou cannot hold 
very easily ; who, when you think you have got 
them fast, will make everything appear so »lau- 
sible and fair. that they dide away from, you in 
fs of your efforts, Nobody had any confi- 
ence in him, and yet nobody was ready to say 

that he was guilty at just this point, or in just 
this thing. And so he was slipping along hav- 
ing a name to live when he was dead, pretending 
that religion had done t things for him, when 
in fact he was néglectful of the Dai 
common morality. 

ople of God the chiffons
. 

ut half 

agreed to, if gon the large 

much it had done for him, and how much he oy 

inest rules of 

but most fervent prayer was offered for the de- BERN QPTRIMBPE YU SHUN I. Show: Shem into the street to be wasted and raked over by 
Farmers also can use their ashes 

with more profit on farms than by selling them. 

known and esteemed from a very early date. It 
was a very common practice among the Jews to 
burn their stubble, while Cato recommynded to 
the Romans the burning of the twigs and branch- 
es of trees, and spreading the ashes om their 
lands. The German treatise on husbandry, by 
Heresbachius, printed as early as 1578, tells us 
that “in Lombardy they like so well the use of 
ashes, as they esteem it farre above any doung, 
thinking doung not meete to be used for the un- 
holsomnesse thereof.” Their use at the present 
day is almost universal in some countries of Eur- 
ope, whereby crops of grass, roots, and grain 
have in numerous instances been almost doub- 
led.” Lands in Belgium and Flanders. which 
would otherwise be completely exhausted, are 
keptin a fertilized condition by the constant 
addition of ashes, combined with other manures. 
The German farmers not unfrequently go to the 
distance of twenty or thirty miles after them. 
It would be impossible for the English farms to 
support such a large population were it not for 

actly, though there was evidently a want of the top-dressing afforded by ashes, derived: from 
the burning of wood, coal, turf, peat, and burnt 
clay. On account of the native richness of their 
coil, American husbandmen have not in the past 
set that estimate on the reinvigorating quantities 
of various manures which they are now coming 
to from necessity, from the exhaustion of the 
lands, particularly in the New-England States. 
The virtue of bones as a manure arises partly 

amount of the phosphate of lime 
which they contain, varying in amount from 37} 

'r cent, in the bones of the ox to 35 per cent, 
in those of the hare. A careful analysis of the 
ashes of various kinds of trees show that they 

a large amount of this phesphate of lime ; 
those from the young oak containing as much as 
25 per cent. They also contain a considerable 

rtion of the carbonate of lime, which is valua- 
e as food for vegetable life. But their chief 

value is in the alkaline matter which, acting 
upon the vegetable matter of the soil, causes it 
to decay more rapidly, and yield its ammonia 
for the use of the growing plants. Ashes that 
are leached, of course lose a ion of their 
fertilizing proporties, but should by no means be 
thrown away. According ts Baron Licbig, one 
hundred beech trees will furnish as much phos- 
phate of lime as five hundred and seven pounds of 
the richest manure. Flint, in his recently revised 
work on grasses, states that land producing one ton 
to the acre has been so improved by the use of 
leached ashes as to yield three tons to the acre. 
Coal ashes, of which sosmany tons are annually 
wasted in this and other cities. being composed 
of a greater extent of earthy materials and less 
phosphate of lime, are not so beneficial, yet they 
are far from being valueless. As a top-dressing 
for many kinds of grasses, Lord Albemarle es- 
teemed them superior to all other fertilizers. 

; - : For stiff clay land they are excellent, the cin- Then I wrote in my journal, the influence of]; : ‘ this clase of pe is of incalculable 4njury to ders making the soil more porous, more open to 

the cause of religion. They not only kill pray- 
er-meetings, but they kill the zeal and coun- 
teract the efforts of 
proach u 

ses’ disciples. They should learn that the world 
forms its opinion of thém by what they are in 
their daily lives, as well as by what they say in 

them as christians, they must live like christians. 
More hereafter. Bunyan. 

| Read of all men. 
A minister-of God from a foreign land once 

remarked to a Christian assembl 
“To one sinner that reads the Bible, there are 
twenty who read : Qhristians.” How 

in nt then, that we she 
t-houses, that men may not from our short- 

comings and sins, make 
souls ! 
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faithful, and bring a re- : 
pon the cause of the Redussiior; Throfoss alia 

to be his disciples, when they are not even Mo- 

in this city, 

Taxes ox Wives ix NaTAL—In some offi- condition so manifest in every 

Licutenant-Governor * as t chief over ' not atta 
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the gases of the atmosphere, and easier of culti- 
vation. On this account they are especially 
desirable for and turnip *flelds. since by 

the soil light and dry they favor the 
healthfulness of the tubers. It is also said that 
in the case of early sown peas, when they are 
covered on the surface of he proved with coal 
ashes a quarter or balf an inch in thickness, they 
will be three or four days earlier than these to 
which the ashes have not bee applied.— Methodist. 

—— 

Experiment with Salt. 

E. Roberts communicates to the Philadelphia 
Farmer and Ga: dner the results of an experi- 
ment tried a year ago. When a field of an acre 
of turnips were putting out the third leaf some- 
thing like one bushel of salt was applied to about d shine as moral | one h of the field. A very severe 

pwreck of their im- succeeded, parching up everything. The turni 
did not. appear to advance a bit in their growth, 
exce 

cial correspondence respec our colony of the field. When the leaves of the unsalted por- 
Natal, just the Ce ce, 4 Vion were it the morning, the saltest part 
tax of 7s. a wife is al to as in operation iS i pfpees they had imbided 

5. per annum to pay ernment.” | a much turnips on ot 
bo pg de imposed by order the | an: on the other — The fly did 
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The virtue of ashes as a manure has been . 
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