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For the Christian Messenger.

Strait of Canso to Musquodoboit.

LETTER NO. 4. FROM REV. DAVID FREEMAN,
Dear Eduor,

Ibegin witherrata. In my letterin the C.M.of
Feb. 6, instead of reading “ six miles North,”
read “six miles West.” Instead of saying a
“ nice chapel furnished outside,”—say finished
outside, and instead of the ice becoming “ join-
ed” it became jammed.

The passage of the Strait was effected in a
small flat boat rowed with great difficulty by
four men instead of a steamer with sufficient
power to stem the rapid currents. 3

From the place of crossing it is 18 miles South
to Manchester, and 5 miles further to Guysbo-
rough. From this place it is 15 miles, South
East to Crow Harbor, and 18 miles further to
Cape Canso. There is a church in each of these
places, which at- present enjoys the ministration
of Rev. A. F. Porter. Guysborough is the
centre of his labors, and his residence. Ilis
ministry is highly.appreciated. He is instruct-
ing the people in the doctrines and principles of
the bible as well as stirring up christians to ac-
tivity and sinners to repentance. This church
are ecagerly anticipating the next Association
which is to be held with them, and that those
who go may be animated with the spirit of
Christ, and prepared for every good word and
work. -

From Guysborough 24 miles. South is the
head of Coantry Harbor. From this. latter
15 mies Kast is Isaac’s Harbor, also 10 miles
West is Glenelg or the Cross Roads of St. Marys,
near the Forks of the St. Marys River. From
Glenelg 18 miles South is Indian Harbor and
from this place 6 miles West is St. Mary’s Har-|.
bor or the mouth of the St. Mary’s River. In
all these places except Country Harbor there
are Baptist churches under the oversight of Rev.

H. Eagles, and all were visited by the agent.

True not much was done in raising money for
the College, yet seeds of truth connected with
this object were lodged in the minds of the
people which in time will yield a harvest that
will redound to the religious education of the
young. We may expect that prayers and stu-
dents and money will be forthcoming, sooner or
later. .

On arriving at Isaac’s Harbor 1 found the
friends fnoldm«v asocial tea meeting in their neat
little chiapel at which they not onl_v promoted
social feelings, but raised about eighty dollars for
completing the inside of their house of worship.
Before I left however, small pox as it was sup-
posed had made its appearance in one of the
families. Thus it is, in close connexion with
every thing that is good we find evil existing.

“ How vain are all things here below
How false and yet how fair

Each pleasure hath its pouon teo,
And every sweet a snare.”

1 found the little church at Glenelg with the
pastor wading through trials, yet united and
hopeful. 1 was present by request at one of
their meetings for maintaining gospel discipline
and could but admire the constancy and for-
bearance of the brethren. They seemed swift
to hear and slow to speak, proiapt to act and
slow to wrath ; in malice children, in understand-
ing men. The prominent deacon in a special
mauner seemed firm as a mountain, yet mild as
the sunbeam that rests eternally upon it. Sach
an oflicer im the church is worth scores of an op-
posite character.

On leaving Glenelg q Journey of 60 miles
West brings the traveller to Upper Musquodo-
boit. The road the most of the way follows the
bank of the West branch of the St. Mary's
river. One can but admire this noble stream.
skirted as it is with intervales and farms. It is
probably the most important river in the pro-
vince. It is navigable 10 miles from the sea to
the rising town of Sherbrooke, and logs and
timber are floated without difficulty from a dis-
tance of 75 miles in the interior. Both its in-
tervales and uplands are of a superior quality
I voticed lumbering operations going on in con-
nection with this river, within a few miles of
Musquodoboit. Part of the road from St
Mary’s to this place lies through a dense wilder-
ness. A Mr. Young formerly of Mills Village,
Queens County, aceompanied me. As we pas-
sed along we saw tracks of Moose and of herds
of Cariboo. One large moose tract had been

~made only the day ‘before. We dined on Cari- ‘
boo venison thn Caledonia. My

companion had been conversing about indivi-
duals of the last generation with whose names I j

-

» | fore repentance.
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was famnha.r My mmd ran  back to the time
when in the wilds of Queens County the moose

yarded, and the cariboo herded near by the log |i

cabin of the new settler. And then still further
back to the time when none but the aborigines

' roved side by side with those denizens of the

forest. And then forward to the now very dis-
tant future when instead of the spear, the bow
and arrow, and the stone chisel, the only imple-
ments of bye gone days for gaining a livelihood,
we shall sce the plough, the fishing net, the

merchantman, the miner’s pick, and all the im-|i

plements of civilization in use. Instead of the

dense forest, the cultivated ficld. Instead of the |i

moose call, and the war whoop of the savage
shall be heard the rattling wheels and the shrill
whistle of the locomotive.

Within one month, besides small subseriptions
to the college, two Scholarships have been pro-
mised and are in process of settlement. In due
time they will appear. In Guysborough County
8 sermons were delivered, and six educational
discourses besides one in this place last evening,
and the distance travelled is about 300 miles.

This letter is already too long. %

Yours, &ec.,

D. FREEMAN.
Upper Musquodobml Feb. 14th, 1861.

For the Christian Messenger.

Exegesis on Luke 18 : 7, 8, again.

Mr. EpiTor,—

From no desire to have the last word do I
send you a few remarks on Dr. Tupper’s com-
manication in support of his exegesis of the
above passage. He says that I propose two
different meanings to the words makrothumon ep
autois in v. 7. 1 am represented as in section 1
understanding them to mean “ that God does
bear Mng with his people,” and in“the 3rd that
He “ delays, or waits long with'respect to them,”

1. e. delays to interpose for their deliverance,

and to punish their enemies. The Dr. adds—
“ these two opposite meanings-cannot both be cor-
rect, but they may both be wrong.” I am sur-
prized that my worthy brother should so misap-
prebend me. In combatting his exegesis 1 aim-
ed first to show that it was not absolutely ne-
cessary even allowing makrothumeo to have in
this passage the meaning he alleges. My next
¢hject was to call attention to the harshness and
confusion his exegesis produced, and lastly to
present and sustain the one I prefer. There is
certainly a very great différence between pre-
senting as possible, or as allowable under cer-
tain conditions, and proposing it & preferable.
I give the word only one meaning in the pas-
sage.
used here in its ordinary sense, I was a little
surprized that the passages (2od Pet. 3: 9, and
st Tim. 1 : 16) produced to show that God is
long suffering toward His peopie, were regarded
as referring to the period before conversion
Does the Dr. mean to intimate that God exer
cises no longsuffering towards sinners afler they

are converted ? Surely He bears long aml
much with not a few afler their conversion.
Besides he had conceded thé\ point in his first

communication, and it seems hardly consistent |

now to limit the exercise of it to the period be-
Perhaps 1 Tim. 1 : 16 may be
rightly explained as the Dr. takes it ; but cer-
tainly the following passage cannot be taken as
referring only to persons before their conver-
sion :—* The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise (as some men count slackness), but is
long suffering to vs-ward,” &e., 2 Pet. 3: 9.
The following passage though quoted by me is
not noticed in the reply :—* And account that

the longsuffering of the Lord is salvation”—v.
15. Here is Divine longsuffering operating to-
ward persons affer they had believed (See Chap.
1: 1) and resulting in salvation. But 1 dismiss
the further consideration of this matter, for
though important I regarded it not as the point
designed to be brought out by the Saviour in
the text. Dr. T. treats rather lightly my objec”
tion to his exegesis on the ground of the harsh-
ness and confusion arising from referring the
same pronoun within so short a space to differ-
ent and opposite parties. Ie makes many re-

. | ferences—all of them in the Old Testament, and

mostly in the Psalms—to illustrate his view and
also to show that confusion would in many in-
stances result if we do not so refr the pronoun
But examples from the Greek Testament or
other Greek writings would be wmuch more in
point and 1o the purpose. "

The Dr. says he has seen no instance in which

the word in question denotes delaying to afford

! lamnotawamtb&ttnyonehualhvged
this meaning. Ihad claimed to delay (or wait
long) as its metmng in the text. In endeavour
 ing to maintain his exegesis and refute mine,

But though I do not regard the word as|,

,; the good brothei‘ @& the ‘reader fo fdmesmber

remark made in his first article, and which, he
informs him, was not met in the “ Examination,”

—* that in the parabk (v. 1-3) the * judge” ob-
viously did not exercise forbearance toward the
widow, but toward her adversary.”” Not “ ob-
viously,” Dr. So far from being obvious, it is
not in my view even probable. It is not stated,
or necessarily implied that he did, and therefore
it may be doubted. It is not intimated that he
refused the widow's request out of any kind feel-
ings toward her adversary. As the unjust
“ judge feared not God, neither regarded man,”
it is much more in keeping with his character to
consider him as having in the whole transac-
tions more regard to himself—his own ease, his
prejudice, or perhaps his profit, or the mere ex-
hibition of his power—than for either the widow
or her adversary. However, nothing can be
built on the judge’s forbearance toward the ad-
versary ; for it is not in evidence, nor even pro-
bable that that personage exercised any. The
Dr. adds an important remark, though his ap-
plication of it I regard as wholly unwarranted
by the parable :—* It is surely” he says, “reason-
able to expect that the application will accord
with the parable.” Now the principle laid down
by him will I believe legitimately help me. As
the Dr. called attention to an omission on my
part in not noticing what he viewed as having
weight, let me remind him of an omission on his
pait of much greater importance. The unjust
judge exercised no forbearance toward the wi-
dow nor her adversary ; but he delayed to do her
justice. IHe would not for a time (v. 4 Epi
Chronon) grant her petition ; here is delay in
the parable. May I not now ask in my brother’s
words. Suarely is * it not reasonable te expect
that the application should accord with the
parable ?” In my exegesis it does corres-
pond most exactly. Makrothumeo in the appli-
cation vorresponds with what is expressed by
Epi Chronon in the parable. The main points
in this statement were brought out in the “ Ex-
amination,” but not in the reply. Let us now
read the passage in the light thrown on it by the
parable, and see how well they correspond.
“ And shall not God avenge his own elect, who
cry day and night unto him though He delay
(or wait, long) in respect to them ?"—i. e.
through He delay to avenge them. “ I tell you
he will avenge them speedily.”

The passage from Ecclus. (32 or 35: 18) in
which as he informs Dr. Geo. Campbell and the
Greek Lexicographer Parkhurst recognize a
similar use of the word, and which I had quoted
in support of ths meaning I allege, Dr.T. thinks he
has shown to be in his favour. But I do not
perceive that anything has been presented to
warrant his claim, except it be that the transia-
tors have refidered. it, “be patient.” But the
translators were not infallible as he has often
shown in correcting them. And with due de-
ference to them and Dr. T. in my humble
opinion they ought to be corrected here. It is
as good an example as one could well desire to
sustain the meaning I assige. The Hebrew
parallelism will enable us to aseertain in what
sense the word is used. This is the chiei
characteristic of Hebrew poetry, and consists
in a correspondence of sentiments and words so
that those in one verse or member answer tc
those in the other ;*and as in many cases the
sense is substantially the same in each member,
s0 word corresponds to word. Indeed sometimes
the words so answering the one to the other are
synonymous. The passage from Ecclus. is evi-
dently, I think, one of this class.—* And the
Lord will not be slow, neither will' the mighty
delay (or wait long) in respect to them.” Here
we have Bradunei (to be slow) in the first mem-
ber of the parallclism, to which makrothuneo
(to delay) corresponds, and must have a corres-
pondent meaning. They mean in fact substan-
tially the same thing :—the latter is but the echo
of the former. In the same way * Lord” and
“ Mighty” answer exactly to each other in the
same passage. It will, 1 think, be now seen that
to “be patient” does not bring out the paral-
lelism. To my mind the passage affords not
only * plausib'e, but satisfactory” evidence of
the meaning I assign to the word Luke.

Permit me to say in reply to some remarks
which seem to imply the contrary,—that the po-
sition of the pronoun, or whether it be singular
or plural, or the presence of a negative particle

- | has nothing to do in determining the meaning of

the verb, and need therefore be taken into ac-

MM.- "

'I have now presented my view of the passage

with the evidence from parable and example by

which it is sustained ; and the careful reader

can by comparing it with Dr. T.s discern which
best with the text and context and

decide accordingly. I have, Ithigk, furnished

evidence sufficient to satisfy most persons tha
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there is good ground for the meanirg I give the
word in the text. The simplicity and directness
of my exegesis seem to commend it as true. It
requires the fiilling up of no ellipses, and does
not require the pronoun to perform double duty
within so short a space—to represent the ad-
versaries of the elect and the elect themselves.

I hope this friendly discussion will produce
some good in leading each to think, investigate
and decide for himself as truth and evidence
may direct.

I shall be sorry, should it appear that any
thing I have said has in the least wounded the
feelings of my beloved and highly esteemed
brother Tupper. Such has not been my aim or
wish. I know he writes for the good of his
brethren and the cause of our blessed Lord and
Saviour. I humbly trust my design is not dif-
ferent.

I remain yours, in the hope of salvation,

Gro. ARMSTRONG.
Bridgetown, Feb. 13th, 1861.

For the Christian Messenger.

United States Correspondence.
: (From “our Boston Correspondent.)

DEAR BROTHER,—

There is not much change in political matters
in this-country, since I last wrote you. If the
mob of soldiers in South Carolina can be kept
quiet it is probablesthings will remain as they
are, until the inauguration of President Lincoln
on the 4th of March. The Governor keeps the
Charleston populace quiet, by allowing them to
employ themselves at fortifications, &e., &ec., but
as discretion is the better part of valour, he has
decided not at present to attack Fort Sumter.

The speech of Mr. Linceln on leaving his
home at Springfield, is such, as strongly to ex-
cite hopes in the minds of the good people and
true, of the-country, and there are here many
such. Mr. Lincoln declares his firm trust in
God, and looks to God to direct him in the crit-
ical position which he expects soon to occupy.

But I must not always be writing to you on
the exciting political events of the day ; for the
papers and telegraph, I suppose, keep you
well posted up in these matters. With your
permission 1 would like to addressa” few words
to my brethren in Nova Scotia, on a subject of -
higher importance than the convulsions of
States.

There are some appearances of good mund
us. In Watertown—a few miles from Boston—
the revival to which I referred in my last letter,
still continues and it is believed that about fifty
have been converted. In Newton Corner the
next church to Watertown, there are signs -of"
good things, and a protracted mee.ting is' now
being held there. In Gloucester (Cape Ann)
there is a powerfu] revival and it is hoped that
more than a hundred, principally men from
seventeen to forty yearsof age, have experienced
converting grace. A few other churches in
Massachusetts are somewhat revived ; but as a
general thing, the state of religion among us is
deeply humbling. I fear too from the absence
of accounts of revivals, in your excellent paper
in Nova Scotia, and from a similar lack of good
news in the Christian Watchman in New Bruns-
wick, that the same painful state of things exists
in the Provinces.

To what is so affecting a fact to be attributed ?
It demands that each one of us should put the
question to ourselves, “ Am lin any measure con-
tribfiting to this Jow state of religion ?”

Through you, dear brother, I address first my
brethren in the ministry. “As the preaching of
the. gospel is the grand yneans of converting
men, and building up the Church, is it not in
some degree our fault it the church is languid
and declining ? If personal piety is necessary to
private Cheistians, it must be of increased im-
portance to one, who as the shepherd of the
flock, and the representative of Christ has duties
to discharge, and difficulties to struggle with be-
yond other Christians. Nothing can supply the
place of personal piety. I may have strength of
genius, force of talent, natural and acquired
powers, and through these, I may, for a ume.
have partial success ; but the influence of these
will soon evaporate and leave me in a poverty of
the most miscrable kind. If I would eénkindle
the flame of religion in the hearts of my people,
I must see to it, that in my own bosom, it bum
with vigor, purity and warmth.

As ministers, then, dear brethren let us re-
member that our work demands not only piety,
but piety of the highest order ; that earnest
prayer and humble faith should be our constant
employmeant, and that, in the absence of these
while we have reason sadly to exclaim “ My
leanness, my leanness” we shall realize only




