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“Thus will my moments swiftly fly, 
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the Christian Messenger. 

ids Musings. 

'Tis midnight ; and I'm all alone, 
The stillness is like death : 

Darksless sits on her ebon throne, 
nd nature sleeps beneath. 

sar ie strange hum, 
r doth come ; 

p
o
 

i] 

"Tis midnight § how the hours have fled 
Since last eve’s shadows fell. 

And scon the night of death will come, 
And life its story tell. 

Like arrows darting through the sky. 
Oh may these moments all be given 
To God, to holiness, and heaven. 

"Tis midnight ; all around is drear,— 
Fit emblem of a state 

Where sin and death in triumph reign, 
¢ sm Aud pain and woe create. 
Andwhere our hearts, though strong and brave, 
of ere marches to the grave. ¢ 
h God, while pilgrim here I roam. 

Fagpire me for a happier home. 

"Tis midnight ; "twas in such an hour. 
On Olive's sacred brow, 

The Son of God, in fervent prayer, 
For guilty man did bow. 

And while a world indifferent slept, 
For them he azonized and wept. 
[rustful, mv scul, and orateful be : 

He breathed those earnest cries for thee. 

"lis midnight ; type of that dread hour, 
When trembling men will hear 

The'angel of the judgment shout, 
“ Behold the Bridegroom’s near.— 

Ye dead arise, ye living come, 
And meet your heaven-appointed doom.” 
Oh when I hear the solemn sound, 
May I among the saints be found. 

The clock strikes one, the midnizht's past, 
And dawn’s first gleams of light 

Will soon blaze up the eastern sky, 
And chase away the night. 

Yo will heaven's bright eternal day 
Soon drive earth’s dreary shades away, 
And sin will end, and death and care. 
Aud there will be no midnight there, 

ALPHA, 
Yarmouth, Sept, 17th, 1862, 

Selections, 

From the Baptist Magazine. 
——— 

The Nestorians., , 

BY CHARLES MARSHALL, 

Cuarrer I. 

An unparalleled Journey. 

We trust that an increased interest in the 
ancient church of the Nestorians may be ex. 
¢ited in the minds of British Christians 
through the siugular visits to our shores of a 
presbyter and deacons from the valleys of 
Oroomiah, These two men, Mar Johanan 
(John) the presbyter, and Mar Yiskhak 
(lsaae) the deacon, having heard of the 
wealth and liberality of British Christians, 
determined to make known to us the need of 
their brethren, who are not only suffering (as 
they have long done) from the predations of 
the fierce Kurd tribes, and from the extor- 
tions of the Mohammedans, but also from two 
Or three successive seasons of dearth, With 
* recommendatory letter in bad English, 
Signed by the well-kuown reforming bishop 

ar Johanan, and by the uncle of the Patri. 
aroh, they started from Oroomiab, in North. 
®n Persia, in May 1861. ln Steen days 
they bad walked 800 miles of valleys and 
ills, and passing by way of Erzeroom, had 

reached Teflis, Still northwards, and they 
ross the Caucasian Mountains; then tra 
verse the weary Steppes of Russia, and arrive 
a Moscow about November, 1861. The had 
"OW accomplished a journey of about 1,500 
Wiles, crossing mountains, rivers, vi 
wong K rds, Armenians, Circassians, Cos. Sacks; without money, change of raiment, 

Puts it, “ without a tongue.” 

his bed fifteen days with ague. On his re- 
covery, ‘the two nchle men pushed on to St. 
Petersburg, thence to Hamburg and Konigs- 
berg, and thence to London, where they ar- 
rived in May this year. Throughout their 
long, painful journey they cried ever, * Lon- 
don! London !"—picture of the CH¥istian 
pressing onward, resting never, eying from 
bis heart, “ Heaven! heaven!” Kindly help 
was administered to them all along their route; 
and travelling in true apostolic style,” “ with. 
out purse or scrip,” and certainly without 
“ two coats,” they yet aver they have wanted 
for nothing.  Cousidering the distance of the 
journey—3,000 miles—the poor circumstan- 
ces of the travellers, their lack of a « tongue,” 
the advaneed age of Mar Johanan—over sixty 
—and the ‘cause which prompted them to 
leave home and country, we think we are 
right in esteeming this an unparalleled jour- 

ney, and perhaps the more especially when 
we reflect- upon the probable result of their 
nob.e, self-denying effort. Not surprising is 
it it some think that these two men have en- 
gaged in an enterprise absurd, unreasonable, 
Quixotic, wad ; but how often are the weak 
things of the world, and things which are des- 
piscd, chosen to accomplish mighty purposes ! 
May this mission of our Kastern brethren be 
eminently ‘siccessful! - The Nestorians are 
poor, and suffgring, and we'trust that pecun- 
tary help mg er afforded them ; but 
they may be ted more effectually still. 
Security to person and property ; relief from 
the outrageous exactions of their oppressors : 
these are their great wants, and these, doubt- 
less, would be extended to them, were the 
sympathy of Protestant churches expressed 
on their behalf. That they merit such sym. 
pathy none will doubt who know how nobly 
they deserve the name often given them, the 
Protestants of Asia. 

Before we pass to the startling history of 
this graadgold church, let won few 
further particulars concerning Mar Jobanan 
and his deacon. | 

Their Portraits. 

The presbyter is a fine, noble-looking man, 
of truly patriarchal appearance, with hoary 
bair and long flowing beard. He is evidently 
a man of much intelligence, and a happy, de- 
voted Christian, Thus he writes to Mr. 
Cowper, a gentleman who has taken a most 
kindly interest in them, and who is able to 
communicate with them in the Syriac: * My 
wife is old. The Lord gave us two daughters. 
Our children God hath taken from us,” “All 
the American apostles [Z. e., missionaries, of 
whom we shall presently speak] know me. 
The day that God took away Mar Stoddard, 
I, the presbyter John, was with him that was 
Mar Stoddard, on the day that he slept the 
slecp of death, When he, Mar Stoddard, 
came from America, Mar Perkins, the fist 
apostle of Oroomiah, sent me to Mar Stod- 
dard, who spoke with me ot the salvationgof 
our Lord Jesus Christ, He taught me 5. 
cerning the way of true Christianity in 
Lord Jesus Christ, Mar Stoddard inst 
me in this way of salvation. God gave 
his reward in his kingdom.” And 
speaks of his journey : “I went for m 
my house. As God said to Abraham, ‘Arise, 
go forth from thy land, go to another coullry,’ 
Abraham knew not ; I also, presby\gilRJ ohn, 
went forth from my house, nov ih the 
way whither I went. The Lord Jesus Christ 
helped me in the way as h> helped Moses 
when he fled from Egypt ; as he helped Jacob 
when he fled from before Esau ; as Joseph in 
the land of Kgypt ; thas helped me our Lord 
Jesus Christ in all my ways. So helpeth the 
Lord Jesus Christ all Christians, Amen.” 
The following are sentences from a letter ad- 
dressed to the writer of this notice :—+ We 
came forth from Oroomiah because of the 
destitution there was among us, unto you, 
true Christians, believers in our Lord Jesus 
Messiah. Amen. . ... . Two months 
and fourteen days have weg sojourned in Loa- 
don, without a tongue. Qur Lord Jesus Mes- 
siah has given uuto us Anges, My brother 
in our Lord, Mar Cowpeg, 
you by the letter I wri 
known all the necessity there is unto us, : , 
I have written a letter to my brother, Mar 
, < , in the Lord, The Lord bless his 
oR od + congregation. May his love 

abound to our Lord, day by day. , At Moscow the presbyter was confined to My beloved brother in our Lord, 

hen eggs with 

Mar Marshall, we have been many days in 
London. Our Lord Jesus, the Messiah, bless 
all the Christians who are in London. The 
love of our Lord Jesus, the Messiah, he 
among yow, true Christians in our Lord. 
Amen. My brother, I ask of thee, every 
time thou prayest a prayer, to remember us 
in thy prayer. My beloved, in faith thou | 
doest whatever thou doest to the brethren, | 
and especially such as are strangers,” 

Deacon [saac has rather the appearance of 
a Kurd, but appears to be intelligent, and to] 
take kindly care ot Mar Johannan, who is 
much his senior, 

Early Origin. 
The Nestorians trace back their history far | 

beyond the fifth century, when Nestorius lived, 
and in fact do nct like the name by which we | 
distinguish them. Why should they be called | 
after a mere servant of ‘the Lord, however] 
honoured that servant may have been? They | 
would be named after the Master! Syriac 
or Chaldaic Christians are they: 

From the regions in. which they dwell 
many went up to the Jewish feasts, descend- 
ants, doubtless, of the tribes carried into cap- 
tivity. Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, heard the apostles 
preach Christ crucified with the irresistable 
might of the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. It cannot be doubted that the new 
converts on their return told their triendsi 
and countrymen of the Saviour whom the{"| 
had found, *the Desire of all nation®” 
Equally probable is it that Christian churches 
were immediately formed. Tradition very 
generally atlirms that Thomas, the apostle, 
himielf preached throughout this district, 
and "won multitudes to Christ. Twas no 
fashionable thing then to wear thé Saviour's 
nam, no easy thing then to bear the cross; 
it was still, so to speak, wet with the blood 
of Calvary; yet these early Christians, ani- 
add A he BO co wzefly the 
bloody cross and bore it bravely, and, so 
heavy though it was, carried it into the far 
countries of Central Asia, and even int» re- 
mote China ; planted it in the mid# of idola- 
trous mations, content then te die the martyr’s 
death at its base, and _spMter it with their 
own gore. Some 300 year heroic Chris- 
tian effort and salplime ess rolled 
away. The churches being constantly thrown 
into the furnace of fiery tgials, were thus 
kept ever pure; constantly beaten by the 
fla'l of Pagan tyrants, and winnowed by the 
winds of persecution, were thus kept free from 
chaff. At length, wiser grown, the great en- 
emy changes his tactics, and sows the fields 
thick: with -tares. Closer and closer they 
drew around their troubled hearts the pure 
comforting doctrines of the Gospel while the 
stormy winds rage!; but when the sun of 
prosperity arose on them, the churches wil- 
lingly abandoned their most cherished truths. 

rows folly! Vanquished by a smile sho 
| notgbe overcome Ry a world in arms 

Tha Greek and Romish Churches ¢ 
gradually from the light of truth into Egyp- 
tian darkness. A remarkable providence pre- 
served the Asiatic charges as depositories 
and missionaries of the truth, 

! 

Nestorius. 3 
In the fifth century lived a mouk of great 

piety, whose kindly charity and rare elo- 
quence gained him the hearts of the people, 
He was elevated to the gee of Constantinople, 
but, alas! grew giddyyin his high position. 
Nestorius began to hunt out the Arians and 
Novatians as: hatotul ties, and allowed 
the natural arrogan his disposition to 
usurp the place of Qentle virtues ot the 
minister of Christ, ril, Bishop of Alex- 
andria, a strong-willed, impetuous, ambitious 
man, bacame jealous of the rising influence 
of torius, and sought opportunity to 
effeclhis fall. An occasion was soon found. 
One Pnastasius, a presbyter, and friend of 
Nestdvius, warmly declaimed ainst the 
title * Mother of God,” which now began to 
be applied to the Virgin, Nestorius ex- 
plaineg and defended the seatiments of Anas. 

pi 

i, ipsisting that the Virgin sheuld rather 
Ghd. * Mother of Christ,” since Deity 

be bore mor die. Cyril seized 
the ity to oppose his rival, even 
b him as a herotic, censuring the 
Egyptian monks who bad embraced she re. 
formed as we may term them, and, 

Bishop of Rome, in a. p, 430, assembled a 
council of Alexandria, and thundered forth 
no less than twelve anathemas against Nes- 
torius, The injured and resentful Bishop of 
Constantinople retorted the accusation of 
‘heresy on Cyril, charged him with confound. 
ing the two natures of Christ, and loaded him 
with as many anathemas as he had received 
from him, : 
The next year, a. v, 431, a general Council 

was called at Ephesus by Theodosius the 
Youngér, to settle the matter, at issue, which 
had assumed serious vroportions. Most un- 
fairly Cyril presided at the Council though he 
was the party concerned and the avowed ene- 
my of Nestorious. He arrived first with a 
great train of bishops, who sided with him 
and insisted on determining the matter forth- 
with, though John of Antioch and a great 
number of ‘the eastern bishops ‘had not yet 
come. Nestorius naturally objeeted to this 
unfair arrangement, and refused to appear, 
but was judged and condemned unheard, de- 
prived of his episcopal dignity and sent into 
exile, where he ended his days. His party, 
however, headed by John of Antioch, held a 
council at Ephesus a little later, and denounced 
Cyril as heartily as he had Nestorius, 

Concerning this disgraceful controversy, 
the fruit of the spirit of ambition then rising 
in the churches, Mosheim says: “Among oth- 
br accusations of less moment, Nestorius was 
chagged with dividing the nature of Christ 
foto" two distinct persons, and with having 
maintained that the Divine nature was saper- 
added to the human natire of Jesus after it 
was formed, and was no more than an aux- 
iliary support to the man Christ through the 
whole ot his life. Nestorius denied this 
charge even to thelast. . 4. . The greater 
number of writers, afier a thoroligh examina- 
tion of this matter, have positively concluded 
that the opinions of Nestorius and of the 
Council which condemned him were the same 
in effect, and that the différence was in words 
only,” 

The grand fact is evidently this: Nestorius 
made a very vehement protest against the 
rising spirit of Mariolatry which has helped 
so largely to.ruin the Gréek and Latin church- 
es, and from which the churches which sided 
with Nestorius were thus happily and gra- 
ciously preserved. Theig forced severance 
from the western churches was a blessing un- 
mixed : they were the better able to retain 
incorrupt the glorious doctrines of the Gos. 
pel ; and while both the Greek @ud Latin 
churches merged into thickest darkness, the 
Nestorians, fired with the old apostolic zeal, 
carried blazing aloft the toreh of the Gospel, 
and in an incredioly short space of time il- 
lumed the whole of Asia with the light from 
heaven. ° 

We must reserve the account of 

ble missions, their present condition, 

examinations of the question, Are th 

scendants & Israel ? for our next. 

’ 

" Qur future Quel 

It appears to be settled that the heir-ap- 
parent to the British throne is to ma 
Princess Alexandra, of Bchleswig-Holstein- 
Senderburg-Glicksburg. - Althotgh the con- 
templated union has mot yet been formally 
announced to her Majesty's Privy Council, 
there seems to be little doubt in the matter, 
judging fro official paragraphs in The 
Times ho t, Boul as from 
the late movements of the Royal Family. — 
The gossiping Belgian papers of the last few 
days have been very precise in chronicling the 
whole of the events eonneeted with ®he arri- 
val of Queen Vietoria and ‘Wer e!dest son at 
Brussels, and they do not hesitate in the least 
to couple as bride and bridegroom (he names 
of the Pringess- Alexandra of Schleswig- 
Holstein and Prince t Edward of Great 
Britain. We learn that the father of the 
Princess, Puke Christiah'6t Schleswig-Hols- 
tein, together with his whole family, dined 
with her Gracious Majesty on Wednesday 
last, at King Leopold's snug chateau of Lae. 

and went aiftrwards to Ostend, expeoting the 
Prince of Wales to land there, but i 
of his sudden arrival at Antwerp, flew back 
in great haste to the ca of Belgium having the co-operation of Celestine, The next day's news record a great reception 

ken, * was received with military honors, 
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