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The Great Ejectment of 1662.
A LECTURE,

BY J. M. CRAMP, D, D,
’\

CONTINUED,

The provisions of the Aect of Uniformity were to the
to:lowing effect, viz :—

1. That those ministers who had not been episcopally ordained
should be-re-ordained.

2. That they should declare their nnfeigned assent and consent
to all and m'w:.\' thing contained in, the book of Common l’ray.c-r
and administration of sacraments and other rites and ceremonies
%t the Church of England, together with the Psalter, and the
form and manner of making, ordaining, and consccrating of
bishops. priests and deacons. : : :

3. That they should take the oath of canonical obedience to

ishops. K
thi.h'lﬂ::nll they should abjure the solemn league and covenant.
5. That they should subseribe a declaration of the unlawfylness
of taking up arms against the king, or those commissioned by him,
«upon any pretence whatsoever.”
The authcrs and rromoters of the Act of Uniformity had
oneobject in view, which they pursued with relentiess dcterrpin-
ation, "not unmingled with craft and duplicity. King, privy-
council, bishops, parliament men were leagued topether for the
destruction of the Presbyterians, and of those who acted with
them. They were beguiled by a pretended Conference for the
adjustment of differences, and then handed over, stripped and
defenceless, to the ven_eance of the law. That vengeance lell
apon them with terrifie foree.
The penalties of the Act were severe. Negleet to make
the preseribed declarations exposed the individual to immediate
deprivation. - Kvery - person-.who. should ‘. consecrate and
sdmivister the holy sacrament of the Lcerd’s supper b fore he
was ordained a priest by episcopal ordination,” forfeited o e
bindred pounds for each offence. No minister was to* be
tllowed to preach unless he was licensed by the archbishop or
bishops, and had publicly. declared his ** assent and consent,”
8 above : in default whereof he was * disabled to preach,”
and was Jiable to three months imprisonment everp=time he
preached while so ** disabled.” The penal stotutes regarding
religion, passed in Quen Eiizabeth's time, were ulso continued
in foree, 1
All this was slight and insignificant compared with what
followed, as will presently appear. Qn St. Bartholomew's day,
Adg 24th, 1662, upwards of two thousand ministers were cast
out of the Church ot Eagland by the Act ot Uniformity.
We say, * cast out,” because the terms of continuance were
purposely so contrived as to ensure their removal, As they
wuld not conscientiously comply with the terms it was impos-i-
ble for them to remain.  And no provision was made for them.
The “ seandalous and insuticient” ministers who were removed
during the Commonweaith were entitled to the fitths of the
revenues of their benefices ; but the Nonconformists and their
families were thrown upon the world in a staté of utter desti-
tation. Yt this miserable prospect did mot deter them.
They “ counted the cost.” They believed that they were called
% take up the cross and follow their Lord, and they did go, in
the face of poverty and punishment.
[t would have been a hard measure if they had been merely
trned out of house and home. But that did not satisty the
furies of those times. 1f, when expelled from the churches
the servants of God preached elsewhere, met the attached
members of their former flocks for purposes of christian tellow-
ship, or adopted other measures, for the d:ffusion of their prio-
oiples, the state-church might ineur great detriment, They
Wust be silenced. Apd the law doomed .them to silence. By
the Couvemicle Act (A D. 1664), ali persons present at any
religious meeting, not conducted according to the forms ot the
Church of Evgland, if five persons more than the household
were there, were to be imprisoned three mouths, or pay five
pounds ; for the second offence, six months, or ven pounds ; for
the third offence, to be banished for seven years to some of the
American plantations, « excepting New Eungland and Virginia”
(kere they might find friends !), or pay one hundred pounds ;

toe Penalty tor return or escape from banishment—death !
J the Five Mile Act (A. D. 1665), Nouconformist
(Wnisters were forbidden to enter any city, towa corpo-
fae, or borough, or to be found within five miles of
® $ame or within five miles of any place where they for-
merly officiated, or where they had preached since the Act of
Wtormity, ypjese they took an oath declaratory of the
Wlawfulyesg of taking up arms against the king, upon any
Protence whatsoever, and of their own intention 1o endeavour
% alteration of the government, either in church or state :—
f‘;ﬂ‘" forty pounds, The gecond Conventicle Act (A. D.
s )i Was still more barbarous. All persons present at
~ Wial religious mectings were to be fined five shillings each
2 the fiost offenge, ten shillings for the second ; the

Preachers o teachers” to be fined twenty peunds each ; the
::;:';:, the prémises, twenty pounds ea.oh. The fines were
o0 the Vied by distress and sale, by any justice of the peace,

wd he o ©F WO witnesses, ¢ or auy ather sufficient proof ;"

reoeeds were 'to be divided into three parts, one
2: the Enng,'(we’ third for the poor, and one third * to the
Ormer or his assistants, regard ing had to their diligence

Ny .
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and industry in discovering, dispersing, and puni¢hing the said
conventicle.” If any justice of the peace relused to do his
duty he was to be fined five pounds ;.and the Act was to be
** cons{rued most laryely and beneficially for the suppressing
of convéiticlis, and Jor the justification and encouragiment of
all persons to be employed in the execution thereof "

land, and their adherents. They affected all dissidents,
of every name, the Ludepcndents, the Baptists, the Quakers
and -others, No man was to * worship God contrary to
the law.” If he dared to pray, or to praise God, to instruct
others, ar to receive instruction, in any other wauner than the
Act of Uniformity enjoined, he must suffer th: consequences,
in purse, or-person, or both.  And the pemalties of the Act,
were enforced on all who should teich children without sub-
mitting themselves and declarimg their adhesion to the church,
Thus the minister was prevented from becoming a schoolmaster,
and by that mea: s procuring a live:ihood. * Kvery avenue was
to be shut against hiww. He must conform—or go into exile—
or die,

Th: sufferings which befel the Nonconformists in conseuence
of these Acts, during the reign of Charles II. and James II.
were altogether without parallel. At first, the ministers only
were the vietims. Preaching the gospel in contravention of
the law was a crime. Men might not be exhorted to rep n-
tance nor trained in picty by those’ whe were not recognised
as regular ministers of the Church of Eoglend. All others
ran the rigk of fipe and imprisonment ; and then, when the fine
was paid or the imprisonment terminated, the oath already
referred to was required to be taken, or they were called on
to give security for “ good behaviour,” which waiood behavi-
our”- was construed to mean ubstinende from preaching—a
condition 1o which they could not submit. Protructed impris-
onment followed, often lusting for ycars, and in maay instances
closed only by death,

Bat the people were bent on th : maintenance of their princi-
ple~. By dint of ingenious m: they frequ- ntly baffl-d
the designs of the persecutor. The minister was disguised ;
or he preached ip a room with a bole in the wall, through which,
his hearers, seated in auother room, listened to him ; or 4 trap-
door was s) placed that in the eveni of disturbance he might
*lip through it and te conceiled elsewhere. Eoraged at the
failure of their plans, the enemies of truth snd freedom adopted
more violent ‘Measures, - Heavier fines were levied.” The old
laws of Klizabeth were put into rigorous execution. Informers
drove a thriving trade in those days. They diligently plied
their infamous occupation, and spent the day ot the Lord in
piowling about for their prey—listening at doors and windows,
if haply they might hear the voice of prayer or exhortation—
or scouring the fields and woods in search of christian meetings.
Like Saul ot Tarsus they were * exceedingly mad” against the
servants ot the Lord, although they went beyond him ifone
respect, for we do not read thut he ewriched himself at
the expense of the objects of his malice. But those wretched
men fattened on the spoils, or wasted the substance so unright.
eously acquired, in drunkenness anJ debauchery.

A briet reference to individual cases will give some idea of

the scenes that were enacted, and the desolation that spread
over the land. ;

[We have been obliged to omit here a long list of cases. The

whole Lecture will be published in a few days in pacuphlet form,
together with an Appendix, &c.~Ebp ]

The perils, privations and sufferings encountered during
those years of persecution would scarcely command belief it
they were not amply attested, = Ministers of God’s word were
hunted up and down the country as it they were highway-
men or murdercrs, They uften spent the night in the
Lord's service, trave'liag in the dark to some retired spot,
where they met christian friends and worshipped with them
till the dawning of the day warned them to separate, lest they
should be discovered. The terrible sentence of excommaunica-
tion was pronounced against many of them, by which all civil
rights were taken uway, and even access to the churches was
denied them—and then they were fived and pluncered for not
going to church! 8o hot was the pursuit on some occasions
that they assumed other names to avoid detection. They hid
themselves in the most secret places they could find, never
remaining long in one house, and were sometimes literally
reduced to such straits that they had not where to lay th.ir
heads. A Nonconformist preacher was in greater peril of

liberty and lite than the vilest rogues and vagabouds that
roamed the country.

WHAT KIND OF MEN WHERE THOSE NoxcoNrorMisTS 7

If the inquiry relate to their intellectual acquirements, we
may refz by tellicg of Dr. Seaman, who always carried a
suwll Hebrew bible with him for ordinar use ;~—of William
Wickens, to whom the originals of the Old and New Testa-
ments were so familiar that he read them chiefly in his private
devotions; of Edmund Calamy, who had read the whole of
Augustine's works five times;—of Samuel Lee, who spoke
Latin fluently and elegantly ;—of Matthew Poole, the learned
compiler of the Synopsis Criticorum ;—of John Rowe, who
‘“had such a knowledge of Greck, that he very young
to keep a diary in that language, which he continued till bis
death ;"—of Thomas Gilbert, who “ had al} the Schoolmen at
his fing:x's end ;"—of George Moxon, who + was & good lyrie

third { poet, and could imitate Horace so exaetly as not easily to be

distingaished ;"—of Samuel Tapper, of whem it is said that

* Latin poetry was his amusement during his silénce”—that

~x

These laws, it will be observed, were not confined to:
those who had been ejected from the Church ot Eng-

e ———— n e e—

|« he could read the Greek poets and philosophers as familiarl

'as it he had been- reading Knglish”—and that * he had the
Greek Testament by heart, and weuld, upon ony occasion that
offered. instantly repeat the text and criticize upon it, as if the
' book lay open before him” ;—of John Harmar, who translated
the Assembly’s Catechism into Greek and Latin ;—o0f Matthew
Clark, who was not only well versed in ‘the Classics and in
Oriental learning, but actually * learned the modern Persie
after he was sixty-six years of age” ;—ot Richard Heath,
who corrected the Syriac and Agabic versions of the Scriptures,

. published in Waltoun's Polyglott ;-2of l’luiliﬁ Henry, who as-

sisted Dr. busby in preparing his Gregk Grammar ;:—of
Joseph Truman, whose * head supplied the place of a Lexicon,
for be was able to give all the senses ol any Greek word,
where any thing of moment.deperded upon it, and to produce
authoritics, both out of sacred and profane authors” ;~—of
Thomas Hill,. who when he went to the University o Cam-
bridge to pursue his studies, * was so expert in Latin, Greek,
and Hebrew, that he was owned to be superior to most of the

| tutors” ;—and of such great men as Theophilus Gale, John

llowe, Dr. Owen and others, who were very giants in learning.
* * . * 2 - * - - . - .

Christians in the nineteenth century are continually instruet-
ed, ed.fied and comforted by the productions.of the wiiters of

the seventcenth. The suffering age was made to furnish food
for the dusy one.

this manner, these excellent men laboured otherwise for the
advancement of truth and piety, ample information may be
supplied. Phey were generally pains-taking and indefatigable
pastors ; and as preachers ot the gospel. both in preparation
und practice, they marvellously excelled, and were blessed with
great usefulness. Samuel Clark, a voluminous aathor, spent
nine years in the town of Alcester, which, before he settled
there was known by the epithet * drunken,” but became dis-
tinguis-ed for sobriety and religion during his ministry.—
Thomas Vincent, who committed to memory the whole of the
-New- Testament and tae-Psalms, because, he said, thos2 * wha
took from him his pulpit might in time demand his bible also,”
devoted himself, when the great plague raged in London, in
1665, to preaching in the parish churches, visiting the sick,
and every kind of effort by which relief might rfordcd and
souls saved ;~-multitudes Jdocked to hear him, a great num-
bers were brought to God.—Dr. Staunton, Gesignated * the
searching preacher,” one of the most } borious ministers of
those times, ** was constantly projecting-and executing schemes
lor the honour of God,” and would often say to his fiiends,
“Come, what stall we do for God to-day 7"—Dr. Thomas
Goodwin, *a very ccnsiderable scholar and an eminent divine,”
had purposed, when he commenced his ministry, to adorn his
sermons with such flowers of wit and eloquence as he mi
gather from the best writings, ancient and modern ; but the
grace of God wrought such a change in him that a very differ-
ent resolution was lormed, * and in the end,” he says, * this
project of wit and vain-glory was wholly sunk in my heart,
and I left all, and have continued in that purpose and practioe
these threescore years—and I never was so much as tempted
o put into a sermon my own withered flowers that I had
gathered, and valued more than diamonds, but have preached
what [ thought was truly edifying, either for conversion of
souls, or bringing them up to eternal life.”—John Howe, whose
sermons displayed uncommon depth of thought, and who was
a great man among the great, gave himself up to the work of
Ged with such devotedncss and holy solicitude as have been
rarely witnessed. The manuver in which be conducted the
service on fast-days would hardly be imitated now, but shewed
%reat powers of endurance, both in the minister and the people.
t is thus deseribed ;— -+ He began at nine o’clock with a prayer
of a quarter of an hour—read and expounded scripture for
about three guarters—prayed an hour—preached another—
then prayed halt an hour. Tue people then sung about a
quarter of an hour, during which he retired and togk a little
refreshment. He then came into the pul; it again—prayed an
hour more—preached another hour—and then with a ayer
of halt an hour concladed the service.”—~When Richard Bax.
ter went to Kiddermioster, * there might perhaps be a family
in a strect that worshipped God”; when he left it, « there
wgs not above a family on the side of a street that did not de
it.” T.ere were six bundred communicants in his church, and
in nearly all the houses in the town his services were gratefully
accepted, * for private catechising and personal conference.”—
This list might be almost indefinitely extended ; let it suffice
to men'ion one more illustrious name. Joseph Alleine, whose
“ Alarm to the Ungonverted * has been circalated by bundreds
of thousands, and has been the mieans of conversion te vast
numbers, was 8 man of seraphic godliness, “ At the time ot
his health,” writes his wife, * he did constantly rise at or
belore four of the clock, and would be much troubled if he
heard smiths or other crafismen at work at their trades before-
he was at.communion with God ; saying to m2 often, * How
this noisc shames me! - Doth not ;my Master deserve more than
theirsa?  Krom four ti!l eight he spent in prayer, holy con.
templation, and singing of psalms, in which he much deli '
and "did daily practice alone, as well in his family.” His
ministerial life at T'aunton was a series of holy, unremitting:
toils, “both publicly and frym house to house.” When the
Act of Uniformity displaced him be laboured yet the harder,
preaching wherever he could get the people together for that
purpose, he feared that he might soou have only the

prison for a meeting-house. * In these months,” says. Mra

Alleine, I know that he hath preached fourteen times in.

L it be further asked whether, besides using their pens in




