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/ European Intervention. 

sSPATCIL OF THE FRENCH GOV- 
ERNMENT ON MEDIATION IN 

> AMERICA. 
The Paris Moniteur of the 13th ult publishes 

the following despatch of the French Minister ot 
Fore gn Ailairs addressed to the Ambassadors 
of France at Loudon and St. Petersburg :— 

“ Paris, Oct 30, 1862. 

« Sir, —Europe watches with a painful in. 
terest the struggle which has been raging for 

more than a year upon the Americar continent. 
The hosti ities have provoked sacrifices and 
efforts certamly of a nature to inspire the 
highest idea of the perservance and energy of 
the two popwation-; but this spectacle, which 
does so much houor 10 their courage, is only 
given au the price of numberless calamities and 
at a prodizious cflusion ot blood. lo these re- 
sults of a civ: war, which from the very first 
assumed vast propertions, there is still to be 
added the apprehensions of a seivile war which | 
wou'd be the culminating point of sp many ir- 
reparable disasters. \ i 

“Ihe suflerings of a nation towards: which 
we have always professed a sincere friendship | 
would have sulliced to excite the sincere solic 
tude of the Emperor, even had we ourselves 
pot sullered by the counter-blow of these 
events, . 

« Under ihe influence of the intimate rela- 

tions which the extension of intercourse has 
muhiplied between the various regions of the 
globe, Europe itself has suffered irom the con- 
sequence of a Cris which dvied up oue of the 
most fruitful sources of the public wealth, and 
which became for the great centres of labour 
the cause of the most sad trials. - 

“ As vou are aware, Sir, when the conflict 
commenced we held it our du'y 10 observe the 
most strict neutrality, in corcert with the other 
maritime Powers, and the W. shington Cabine 
has repecte tly acknowledged Le honourable 
mani r i which we adbered to that vine of 
conduct.” The sentiments whieh dictated it to 
us have und igone no change. But th: beney- 
olent character of that neutraluy, instead of 
imposing upon the Powers an attitude which 
wight roscubie mdiflerence, ought rather 10 
make them of service to the parues, by helping 
them vul of a position which seems to have no 
sue, 

“ From the commencement of the war an 
armed free was set on foot by the belligerents, 
which, since then, bas almost constantly been 
kept up, and, atier so much bloodshed, they are 
pow in that respect nearly in the same position. 
Nothing authorises the presumption that more 
decisive miliary operations wil shortly «eccur, 
According 10 the last news received in Europe, 
the 1w0 arwies, ou the contrary, were in a von. 
dijon that woud not allow either party 10 Lope 
within a biel delay for any decide! advantage 
to turn the balance and accelerate the couclu- 
sion of peace, 
“All these circumstances taken together 

pon to the opportunity of an araustice ; 10 
which, moreoser, under present ci cumstances 
po strategical objec ion can be wade. The fa- 
your ble dispositions towards peace which are 
beginning 10 manitest thewselves in the North 
as well as in the South, might, on the cther 
band, secon | the steps hat might be wade 10 
recom wd the vlea of a truce. 
“The Ewperor bas, therefore, though: that 

the occasion has presented self’ of ofl ring 10 
the bellicerents the support of the good offices 
of the maritime Powers, and his Majesty has 
charged me 10 make the proposition 10 the 
Government of ber Britannic Majesty, as well 
as 10 the Court of Russia. The three Cabinets 
would exert their influence at Washington, as 
wel as with the Confederate States, to oblain 
an wm's'ice for sik months, during which every. 
act of war, direct or indirect, shoukl proviion- 
ally cease on ser as well as on land, aad it might 
be, it necessary, ulteriorly prolonged. 

* These overtures, 1 need no say, Sir, would 
not imply on our part any judgment on the 
origin or issue of the struggle, wor any pressure 
upon the negotiations which wight, it is “0 be 
hoped, ensure in favour of an armistice, Our 
task would consist solely in soothing down 
obstacles, and in interfering coly in the measure 
determined upon by the two parties. We 
should not, in tact, believe ourselves cailed upon 
0 decide but to prepare the solution of the 
diffi wliics which Bikerto have opposed a re- 
conc ination between the belligerent parties. 
“Would not, moreover, an agreenient between 

the thie. Courts respond sullicienmly to their 
entions ? Would t-not give to their step 
the charac er of evident one rgd ? Acting 
concert they would combine the conditions 

suited vo inspire confi ter ce; the Govern. 
ment of he Emperor by the constant tradition 
of French policy rowards fhe United States; 
England by the community of race; Russia by 

wArks of fricudship vhe bas never ceased to show 10 the Washington Cabinet. 
Should the event mot Justity the hope of the three Powers, and {should the ardour of the 

Rrugile overrule the, wisdows of their councils, 
this attempt would not be the less honourable for the te. "They would have fulfilled a daty of 
Umanity, more especially indicated in a war in which excited render all direc 

r
r
 

eit t attempts M negotintion nore difficult. It is the mirsion which international law assigns to neu rals, at the same: time that it prescribes to them a strict maria, and they could never make a SOUT use of their influence than by endeavour- 
wile put an end to a str 

ci Hell 
vygle pss causes so 
vmnises great in- 
world, . 

iminedia‘e results, 
be entivaly uecloss, 

hasten the moment wher the 
mizht become possible. 
“1 request you, sir, in the name of his Ma- 

Jesty, 10 submit these considerations to Lord 

him to 8 ate the views of the Government of 
her Britacnic Majesty [ or of the Court of 
Russia]. 

“ You will also state that I have written in 
similar térms to the representative of the Km- 
peror at St. Petersburg [ r London]. — 

1 am, &c., 
Drovyy DE Luvuys.” 

EARL RUSSELL'S REPLY TO THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

Foreigy Orrick, Nov. 14, 1862. —The fol 
lowing despatch has been addressed by Bail Rus- 
sell 10 Earl Cowley, her Majes y's Awmbagsador 
at Paris :— : 

* My Lord,—The Count de Flahault came te 
the Foreign Office by appowntment, on Mondiy, 
the 10th inst, and read to me a despa ch trom 
M. Dronyn de Lhuys, relating to the Civil War 
m North America, [The noble lord then states 
the substance of the despatch, as given above. ] 
The proposal of the Government of the FEmper- 
or of the French, I need hardly say, has attract- 
ed the scrious artention of her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment,—Iler Majesty is desirous of acting in 
concursence with France upon the great ques- 
tions now agitating the world, an‘ upon none 
more than on the contingencies connected with 
the great struggle now going on in North Aweri- 
ca. Neither her Majesty the Queen nor the 
British nation will ever forget ‘the: noble and 
empha ic manner in which the Emperor of the 
French vindicated the law of nations, and assist- 
ed the cause of peace. in the instance of the 
‘wizure of ve Contederate commissioners on 
board the * Trent.” Her Majesty's Government 
recognize with pleasure in the design ol arrest- 
ing the progress of war by friendly wwasu, es the 
benevolent views and humane in tentions of the 
Emperor. They are also 01 opinion that if the 
steps proposed were to be taken, the concurrence 
of Russia would be extremely desirabe, Her 
Majesty's Government have, however, not been 
mtorined up to the present time that the Rus- 
sian Government have agreed 10 co-gperate 
with England and France on this oéeas on, 
although that Government may support the 
endeavors of England and France 10 attain the 
end proposed. But is the end proposed attain- 
able at the present moment by the course sug- 
gested by the Government of France 7 Such 
is the question which has been anxiously and 
varelully examined by her Majosty’s Govern 
nent. After weighing all the information 
which has been received from America, her 
Majesty's Government are led 10 the conclusion 
that there is no ground at the present moment 
to hope that the Federal Government would 
accept the proposal suggested, and a yefusal 
from Washington at present would prevent any 
speedy renewal of the offer, Her Majesty's 
Government think, therefore, that it would be 
better to watch carefully the progress of opinion 
in America, and if, as there appears reason to 
hope, it may be found to have undergone, or 
may undergo hereafter, any change, the Th: ee 
Courts might then avail thems: Ives of such change 
to offer thew friendly counsel with a greater 
prospect than Low exis 8 of its being decepted 
by the two contending parties. — Her Majesty's 
Gos ernment will communicate to that of France 
any intelligeuce they way receive from Wash- 
ington or Richmond bearing on this important 
sui ject. Your Excellency may read this des- 
paich to M. Drouyn de Lbuys, aud give hima 
copy of it—I am 8 

(Signed). RusseLeL. 
| —— 

Correspeudence, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Our Foreign Mission. 

Messrs. Iiduors— 

The fol owing Letter from Rev. Dr. Warren, 
Secretary of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union will communicate some information to 
our brethren with reference to a Resolution 
Ppassed by the Conven ion at Moncton.  Perad 
venture the perusal of it may tend to excite in 
the mind of some suitable young Brother a 
desire to ocenpy the inviting fold ET. 

Yours in gospel bonds, 
C. Tureren, Sec'y 

foo 17, 1862. Tremont, A ylesfard, 

Boston, Oct. 23rd, 1862. 
Rev. Dr. Tupper, 
My Dear Brother,—I regret that I have not 

time to respond more fully than I shall now be 
able to do, to your favor of Sept, 11h, which, 
for some unknown reason, did not reach me till 
a week since. 
The Executive Committee, to whom [ re- 

ferred the matter at the last meeting, are 
gratified to know that your peeple are again 
looking towards planting a wission among the 
unevangelised portions of the earth, and would 
be glad to contribute anything in their power 
to forward their plans. Till they have a field 
and laborers of their own, toiling under their 
supervision, and depeudant on them for support 
and sympathy, it is certain their resources will 
not be cal d out as they should be. 

Russel [or to Prince Gortschakoff |. begaing | 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
return of peace to their number. Of fields contiguous to those 

occupied cither wholly or in part by the Mis- 
sionary Union, we can think of none so well 
suited to your purpose as the Province of Arra- 
can,-¥a province, as you know, formerly occu- 
pied by our missionaries, and yielding, under 
their culture, sonie of he choicest fruits of mod- 
ern Missionary labor. The opening of wider 
fields in Pegu, Toungoo. and other parts of Bur- 
mah, together with diminished resources, induced 
our Committee to transter their men from Arra- 
can 10 other localities, so hat for five or seven 
years we have had no one permanently on the 
ground. To this day, however, it has been a 
source of regret, that we cannct well occupy it. 
There are many disciples, as we know, scattered 
in the towns and in the jungles, who not unfre- 
quently send to our aller brethren at Rangoon 
and other points tor counsel and assistance. 
The leaven is in the mass, and if not working 
powerfully, is yet working. 1 have not a doubt 
but that a harvest might soon be gathered, both 
from among Burmans and Karens. 

Arracan, you kuow, is a province by itself, 
I may say, being a narrow strip of country on 
the east side of the Bay of Bengal, and sepa- 
rated preuty effectually from the valley of the 
Irriwaddi by a range of mountains. Though 
not offering a theatre for large operations, it is 
still mot diminutive in size, and would not con- 
flict with the work of the Missionary Union. 

Most affectionately, 

Jd. G. Wanrex, Cor. See. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Prohibition. 

Mer. Epitor,— 

Having been respectfully solicited by the 
Halitax Committee of the Intern: tion  Tem- 
perance and Prohibition Convention, to pr pare 
a Communication tori, I wrote and forwarded 
he tollowing Essay, A vote of thanks, with a 
ticket, was received from Mr. Thomas R. Bai ker, 
Secretary of the United Kingdom Aljance. | 
am informed that my Essay was to have been 
read at a public wecting; bat as Judge Mar- 
shall was about to read it, he was calcd away, 
to weet with a Committee, Iteis now sul mitted 
for insertion im your valuable paper, if Wn your 
opivion the publication of it may subserve the 
interests of the Temperance cause,’ 

Aflectionately yonrs, 
Cuarres Turrer. 

Aylesford, Noo. 18, 1862. ' 

Prouwisition : An Essay for the International 
Temperance Convention, held in London, GG. BB. 

Sept. 1562. By Rev. Charles Twur, D. D. 

That no wan has a moral right to injure his 
fellow man, or to'follow an occupation which is 

injurious to community, is self-evident. That the 
wanulacture, importation, and sale of intoxica- 
Ling drinks, in other words, the ordinary liquor 
traflic, is injurious to community, is equally 

evident rnd certain. Fhe conclusion inevitably 
follows, that it ought to be prohibited. 

The question, then, naturally arises, By what 
means can this be wost speedily and most eff ¢. 

tually accomplished? On this very important 

point I beg leave most respectfully to ofl r a few 
suggestions. In order to the at ainment of this 
exceedingly desirable object :- 

1. Theve must be a majority of the peaple, 
from principle, decidedly in favor of Temperance 
and Prohidution. Where this is not the case, a 

general p:ohibitory liquor law can not be ob- 
tamed. It it were, it would undoubtedly be 
inoperative and valueless. To ask legislators, 

in a popular government, 10 enact a law of this 
kind in opnosition to the known wishes of a 
majority. of their constituents, or of the people 
at large, is preposterous. Pruden: and disern- 

of the suppression of the liquor trafli¢, are 
aware, that a direct probibitory enactment 
passed under such circumstances, would be gene- 
rally disobeyed with impunity ; and would con- 
sequently do more harm han good. If, for 
illustration, the father of a fami y deem it un- 
desirable for his children to visit some particu ar 
house, and he forbid it and prevent it, the effect 
may be salutary. But if he peremptorily 
probibit it, and yet his children continually 
violate his command with bolduess and impunity, 
the effect of such prohibition will be deleterious. 
The children will become more demoralized 
than they otherwise would have been, and more 
regardless of parental authority in general, 
Such would obviously be the result of the pass- 
ing of an absolute prohibitory liquor law, where 
its advocates have not sufficient strength and 
decision to have it carried, to a good degree, in- 
to operation. 

2. Moral suasion must be sedulously employed. 
The openings for such labor are numerous 

and inviting, while almost every day of the 
and marvellous times that are passing over ws, adds 

‘Iv is by means of this that the majority, indis- 
pensible in order to success, is to be obtained 
and retained. Let none supinely fold their 

Yr ————— 

ing legisla ord, how desirous sever they may be. 

389 
_arws, and say, * The time for such a law has not 
yet come ; we must wait.” The time for it has, 
in reality, arrived long since. Every philan- 
thropist should immediately apply himse:f, with 
‘ardent zeal and indomitable energy, to the task 
of enlis ing recruits, in order that the enemy’s 

‘castle may be forthwith stormed and demolish- 
ed. 

| We must be carefi:l. however, to be able to 
‘say with the Apostle, “ The weapons of our 
| war‘are are not carnal.” The use of harsh and 
irritating language is not moral swasion. It is 
detrimental to any good cause. Stublorn facts 

| 
| and convincing arguments, expressed in mild 
and resp ectiul terms, are adapted 10 draw over 
persons from the ranks of opposition, and to 
augment the numbers of “the faithful adherents 
to total abstinence and prohibition. 

Under the influence of a benevolent and 
kind spirit, evinced by gentleness of manner, 
all available means should be diligently em» 
ployed, by discourses from the pulpit, addresses 
from the platform, vrommumnica ions from the 
press, private admonitions, and the formation 
and increase of voluntary organizations, to 
imbue the public mind with sound temperance 
principles, and thus ultimately to secure the 
evactment of an effective prohibitory liquor 
law. When this is accomplished, the insidious 
temptation wilk be happily removed “from the 
unwary. The benefits thence aceruivg will be 
incaleulably great. 

3. The adcocates of pro’ibition must be care- 
Jul to preserve union. The necessity and im- 
| ortance of this are too apparent to need either 
argument or illustration.  Dissentions among 
the fricods of temperance have rotoriously 
damaged this work of beneficence exceedingly, 
No man can be consistent'y required to sacrifice 
principle conscientiously entertained. But every 
sacrifice consistent with the discharge of duty 
toward God alid wan, should be cheerfully 
made lor the preservation of union among the 
abettors of a prohibitory liquor law. It is 
manifestly indispensable in order to the success 
of this momentous enterprize, in which the 

honor of the Divine Majesty, and the best in. 
terests of men, both for time and eterni y, are 
most deeply concerned. No diversity of re- 
higious sentiments, or of political views, no 
preference lor one particular temperance organis 
zation, nor any difference of opinion with 
reference 10 the most advisab'e means to be 
employed for the attainment of the desired 
object, should ever be suflered to produce dis- 
union. 

To the last particular it may be objected, 
that if men differ in their opinions respecting 
the course best adapted to procure an efficient 
legislative enactment, each party must pursue 
iat which is respectively deemed preferable. 
They should, however, in this case, strive, by 
conciliatory discussion, and mutual concessions, 
to adopt a plan in which all ean coincide. If 
there be not a tolerable degree of concert, es. 
pecially il there be open and extensive conten. 
tion among the persons sevking for prohibition, 
defeat will be inevitable This would obviously 
be more injurious than would postponement for 
a season, in order to the securing of unity of 
ac ion, and uliimate success, 

The influence of party politics is peculiarly 
disastious to ‘he cause 8 prohibition. “There 
are usual y two parties, in each of which num. 
bers of prohibitionists are found. It is a lament. 

able fact, that the political feeling is usually 
wuch stronger than that in favor of temperance, 
Whenever, therefore, the question of prohibition 

assumes such a phase that ei her party may 

hope to make political capital out of it, jg 
abuttors become divided; and consequently fail 

dures a moral certainty. This result ordinarily 
follows where a general and abso ute prohibitory 
enactment is demanded, unless a large majority 

of the people be decidedly in favor of it. In 
ordinary cases, therefore, it is obviously the 
part of prudence to ask for the passave of such 

either praise or blame, by referring it back to 
the people themselves, in thir different localie 
ties, for their adoption or rejection. 1 would, 
therelore, in conclusion, as one who has been a 
strenuous advocate of total abstinence upwards 
of thirty-three years, and of jrohibition ever 
since the subject was first named, beg respect. 
fully to recommend ;— ‘ 

4. That a legislative enactment, similar to @ 
nuisance law, be immediately and wyently re- 
quested. If this be obtained, every county, 
city, town, or district, in which a majority of 
the voters regard the manufacture, importation, 
and sale of intoxicating drinks—the usual liquor 
traffic—as a nuisance, and vote against it, may 
at once have a stringent and effective probib.- 
tory liquor law. Every friend of temperance 
will then bave a defluite object presented di. 

a bill as will principally exempt legis'ators from” 
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