62,

‘

AKS,

AN SHoR

VD

tention of
tations of
dueen” gng

) Table
&e.,

and cheap,
Y ‘on hang,
ent to any
 of ch‘[ze.

—

0 operatiep

admirgble
be desired,
nfant’s tep.
ned cuticls
the diseases
L it removes

Tln and
alds, Flesh
ons, Uleers,
les,— Piles,
f all kinds
benign, ye
a Salve for
ng to Moth.
to Father of

nts & box,

oprietors, §
ARNES and
‘enur NQ'

Remedy.
Cemplaints,

0N,
y cowponent
certainty ia
s fact that it
Therefore
Cough, to old
D cumptniol
rod many of

r, and yout
r you please.
| Cumphinu
h as Newral
. Tooth and
id spasmodu
yOus d'“wu'
eanit],

ed as spesisl

s, when ag
yd the grest

fatal necessi
yill in mos
pl’oduoe all
sliable

SIC.,

trial of the
y tribunal by
| my declars:
» misplaced:
the deserip
rs, or will be

)prictof. ¢
Boston Mas
tions.

puine only.
Co., Geo. B
ohnson,

kins, Troro.
Windwt. A
alors every:

ve the abov¢
tor 453

ENGER”

AY

ifax, §.5.

, or elsewber
advanoe. i

mdnll"
nd sixpencs:

usual retes
 Messerg®

A

A REPOSITORY

v /e / 22 e€ t( C..J/

OF RELIGIOUS,"

—

« ﬁnt slotlful -1 hnzititss: ferbent msptm

"

-

re

heistian” Messenger,

POLITICAL AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

NEW SERIES.
You. VIL....No. 84.§

s e

arS—

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, W

EDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1862.

g WHOLE SERIES.
VoL. XXVI.....No. 37.

—
0.

Doetry,
PRV, VLN i i TN TN N NI A

For the Christian Messenger.

Lines to the bereaved.

« Weep not for the dead, but for the living.”

Oh weep not for those, who have gone to their
gravcs.

And quietly slumber there,

Who have heaved their last sigh, and have shed
their last tear,

And have ended with sorrow and care ;

For in Jesus they sleep, and their precious dust,

Is placed in his guardian hand, .

And they wait for the dawn, of the last glorious
morn,

To rise at his sovereign command,

Arraved in white robes, and invested with palms,

In his glorified presénce to stand.

Oh weep not for those who, no more on the earth,

Are living and happy above,

Who have joined the bright throng, and unite in
the song,

Of praise to the Savior they love;

Oh dry up your tears, and banish your fears,

And tread the same path that they trod,

Why wish them again, in sorrow and pain,

To sin, and * pass under the rod,”

Rather hasten to share, in:their glory there,

In the unsuffering Kingdom of God.

But weep for yourselves, for you still remain,
In a world of sin and woe,
o, .
For darkness beclouds, and thorns pierce the
feet,
In whatever pathway ye go,
In the happiest lot, in the sunniest spot,
That wealth or friends can give,
There 1s many a care, and many a snare,
Through every hour you live,
And even religion’s sustaining power,
Does not exempt, but relieve.

Oh weep for your children, for they are still
Ina world where evils assail,

And over their hearts, inexperienced and prone,
The temper with care may prevail,

As you look with joy on your guileless boy,
And hope paints the tuture so bright,

You do not know, but that child may grow,

To turn into darkness, your light ;

And involve your latest declining years,

In a sad and gloomy night.

But pray, for God is our refuge and strength,
To shelter when storms arise,

To uphold you, when troubles press you down,
And wipe the tears from your eyes,

He will send relief for your every grief,

And from every danger will save,

From an enslaving world and ac evil heart,
From hell and the darksome grave,

And by his grace securely kept,

A radiant crown you shall have.

Rejoice for a brighter day will dawn,
And your absent’ Lopd will come, "»
The dead shall be raised, and the living changed,
And the saints all arrive at home.
And you, and your loved ones again will meet,
No more by death to be riven,
And together will stand at God’s right hand,
A family saved in heaven,
And for grace below, and glory above,
All your praise to Him will be given,
ALPHA.

Religtons,
A Baptismal Address.

BY THE REV. WILDON CARR, OF NEWCASTLE-
UPON-TYNE,

R

“Whatdoth hinder me to be baptized."—Acts viii. 38.

Wk very commonly speak of the Acts of the
,A‘P,Os‘les as a history of the infant Church.
This expression suggests a correspondence be-
tween the infancy of an individual, and the first

Now, the sojourn of our Lord Jesus Christ on
earth had a like important end (o serve. He
said to his disciples, ‘I have given you an ex-
ample, that ye should do as I have done unte
you,” John xiii. 15. When first called by grace
they. were simple and inexperienced as little
children. Often, methinks, they saw with ad-
miration and stroye in vain to copy. He pray-
ed, and they said, “ Lord teach us how to pray.”
He cast the deaf and dumb spirit out of the epi-
leptic child, and they said, “ Why could not we
cast him out ?” He'pursued his misssion with
undaunted courage, and they said, * Lord, in-
crease our faith.” But, here, in the Acts of the
Apostles, you come to their Yleriod of riper years,
when, by the Holy Spirit, they were enabled to
follow his example as those who possessed the
mind of Chiist, while they copied his manners.

There were two things of inestimable value
which the Funuch of Ethiopia derived from the
ministry of Philip :—First, Light for the under-
standing to direct his eyes to Jesus ; and, second-
ly, Light for the footsteps to guide his feet in
the way of God's commandment. In fact, the
narrative suggests three interesting questions:
—Dost thou understand ? Dost thou believe ?
What hinders thee ?

1. Understandest thou what thou readest?
Here is light for the understanding. That was
a great epoch in the history of the Church
—as well as in the lite of Christ—when our
blessed Saviour came to Nazareth, entered the
synagogue, stood up to read, found the place
where it is written, “ The Spirit ot the Lord
God is upon me, because he hath annointed me
to preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliver-
ance to the captives, and pecovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are brused,
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord,”
Luke iv. 18, 19. Then, appropriating the text
to himself, he began to say, “ This day is this
Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Well might
the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue
be fastened on bhim. A new light was thence-
forward thrown on the old Bible. Jesus Christ
was that light. And ever afterwards did he
continually expound, with the utmost clearness,
how passage after passage of Scripture wasday
by day tulfilled in the progress of his life. But
after his resurrection from the dead, he more
fully showed them how all things that were
‘written in the law of Moses, and in the Psalms,
and in the prophets had their fulfilment in him-
self. Thus he opened to them the Scriptures,
and opened their hearts to understand the Scri
tures, that they might be able 10 do the work of
exposition as he bad done it. He opened the
Book himself first, then he loosed the seals, and
subsequently he gave them the keys to open the
sacred treasury themselves.

In the Book of Acts you will see $till more of
this great work of exposition which formed so
striking a feature in the lite and labours of the
Apostles. Did Judas by transgression fall?
They could find out directly a passage in the
Psalms which anticipated it—** Let his days be
few, and let another take his office” Did mul-
titudes gather together on the day of Pentecost ?
and was the Spirit plentifully poured out?
They could turn to the Prophet Joel and read
a prediction. Did the Jewish rulers, elders,
and scribes assemble to devise means for pre-
venting the spread of the Gospel? David’s
prophetic psalm occurs to their memory—*Why
do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a
vain thing ?

The narrative of the Eunuch of Ethiopia fur-
nishes us with a beautitul picture of the happy
way in which the mystery of Scripture is unrid-
dled, and at the same moment the eyes of the
understanding enlightered to perceive the truth.
An officer of high trust in the court of Candace,
Queen of the Ethiopians—being devoutly dis-
 posed—came up to Jerusalem to worshrp. |
may observe n passing, that * Candace” ap-
pears to have been a name common to the Ethi-
opian queens, just as * Pharoah” was to the
Egyptian kings. And when it is said * he came
up” to Jerusalem, we may almost assume him to
have been either a Jew or a Jewish proselyte.
Many such were scattered in foreign countries,
and habitually attended one .or more of the
great annual feasts. On his return, sitting in
his chariot, he was emgageéd in reading the

stages of Church association. You may take
‘the most simple experiences of life to interpret
the coincidence. 5
imitation, If fathers are in the habit of writing,
and mothers are in the habit of sewing, their
children are anxious to copy their example long
before they know either how 10 use the pen or
Ply the needle. As the children grow in years
their imitation becomes more intelligent. ~ The
Ys want something more than toys; the girls
are dissatisfied with dolls. :

e power of example uces its influences
whether for good or evil?rc;.id&er ebtorcing tln;
Precept by our own actions, or else rendering it
Powerlessby our own megligence. Or, Imightigive
You another illustration of this power of exam-
Ple. When our manufacturers export any new
machinery, they generally send out able mechan-
ic8 to set it in motion, and teach its use.

.

Jttle children are prone to|4), sixty miles south-westof Jerusalem.

Scriptures. The carriage had reached Gaza, a
city or site of a former city, on the confines be-
'tween Palestine and Egypt (see Zephaniah ii.
Thith-
er, Phlip the, Evangelist had been directed by
the angel of the Lord to journey. Ande now,
as his eyes greeted the chariot, the Spirit of the
Lord bids him ﬁo and join himself to it. He
runs up thither, hears him reading out aloud from
the Prophecies of Isaiah, and salutes him with
this question, * Understandest thou what thou
rcadest 7”7 And be said, “ How can I, ex-
cept some man should guide me? And he
desired Philip that he would come¢ up and sit
with him.” Happy meeting! An earpest
teacher and an earnest student.

You remember the passage, “ He was led like
a lamb to the slanghver,” &e., from Isaiah kii. 7,
8. Was the text so very difficult ? Were
there any hard words, any curious and mystified

expressions? No. DBut yet the Eunuch, like
an intelligent man, saw the exact point thai
needed interpretation.- “ Of whom,” says he,
“ spake the apostle ? of himself or of some
other man ?” =~ Ah, now you see the puzzling
word ! It is spelt H, E, ke. . And oh, it was
a wonderful understanding in the mystery of
God, when the disciples of our Lord first dis-
covered that e meant Jesus Christ.

Nor is this all. The Eunuch had probably
been long accustomed to read the Bible, but he
had never seen a Saviour there before. It is a

joyous discovery to any poor soul to find Jesus

Christ in the Scriptures. Simeon and, Anna
first saw Jesus Chnist in the Temple, and their
delight was great. Simeon would haye been
well pleased to leave the world directly. John
the Baptist first saw him on the banks of the
Jordan, and he c#ed out in ecstasy, * Behold
the Lamb cf God, which taketh away the sins
of the world.” Philip the Apostle and Nathan-
iel first saw Jesus in the neighbourhood of Gal-
ilee. Zaccheus saw him at Jericho. What a
blessed day is it with every disciple when he
first sces Jesus. And where was it that the
Eunuch of Ethiopia first saw the Lord ? Was
it in Capernaum ? Oh, no! none of these.
He first saw Jesus in the Bible ; he  distinctly
saw Jesus in the prophecies of Isaiah. IHe was
reading and Philip was expounding, when clear
as a sunbeam this man of Ethiopia perceived that
Jesus Christ was there.

Ii is remarkable that he was coming up from
Jerusalem (where he had probably been (o cele-
brate the passover). He had seen the lambs led
up to the Temple. He had gazed on the blood
streaming from the altar. His mind was just
prepared, therefore, for the conviction to flash
across him ; he saw now by faith how Christ was
led up quiet as a lamb to be crucified. How
entrancing the vision !

“ And can’st thou e’er, by sin beset,
Such charms, such matchless charms forget !”

Ah no! to everlasting days the Eunuch of
E hiopia will remember Gaza. What joys!
He has met with Jesus, and he will never part
with him again: He has found Jesus, and receiv
ed him, and his heart is content. He has heard
the quickening voice, and he is alive to die no
more. He has believed on the Son of God,and
he hath everlasting life.

Were Jesus Christ now on earth, 1 might ask
you if you ever saw him, as Nicodemius, or the
woman of Samaria did? Should you say

p-|* Yes,” I might ask you again, Where did you

see him? Was it as he sat on the mountain
side, or as he was moored out on Tiberias, the
beautiful lake of Gallee? Was it in the
populous city, or in the desert apart 7 Was it
sitting at meat in the house of Martha and her
sister Mary at Bethany, or standing in Pilate’s
judgment-hall 7  But as Jesus Christ is not now
on earth, 1 wiil rather ask you it you have seen
him by, faith, as the Eunuch did 7 Do you sa)
“Yes.” And can you remember any of the
laces where you have beheld him. “In the
salms ? In the Levitical law ? In the
Prophets ? In the Four Gospeis? In the
Epistles of Paul ? Or, was it in the ministry
of some devout servant of God? Or might it
be peradventure in the experience of some aged
saint 7  What sort of a view did vou obtain of
him? Did you see him as the atoning priest,
or as the devoted sacrifice 7 Did you see him
as more.comely than the children of men? or
was his visage marred more- than any man?
Wilt thou e’er forget? Is it a poor transieut
impression Christ has produced on thee ? or has
it changed thee so completely that thou art
henceforward A NEW MAN 7

That was a remarkable expression of Philip,
when ke asked the Eunuch, “ Believest thou
with all thine heart 7’ Some people appear to
believe without any heart : but the heariiness
appears both in the manner and the result of-his
understanding.

As for the manner, 1 have heard people talk
as if there were four or five different faiths :
faith of credence, faith of adherence, faith of
apprehension, and such like. DBrethren, there
is ove faith ; and that is, of necessity, appropri-
ating faith. It gets all the heart’s desire from
Christ, and gives all the heart’s confideiice to
him. When the Eunuch perceived Christ in
the Scripture, he saw him not only as a Saviour,
but as his Saviour. The ministry of the Holy
Spirit is not tantalizing, but comforting. It |
gives confidence and affection. It does not
trade in doubts and misgivings. The blessed
Sﬁirit does not opep one of a wan’s eyes to see
Christ, and then Lermetically seal up the other |
eye that he should be kept in darkness as to his
personal interest in the great salvation.

Nor is the result less palpable. The diseovery
of Christ is beyond aK comparison a vein of
inestimable wealth. ‘lhe man who first dis-
covered a particle of gold on the Blue Moun-
tains of the Bathurst estate in Australia, only
acquired an incentive to further research. He
doubted not that the turther he went, the deeper
he dug, and. analyzed the soil, the mare of the

, gr:ci?u. metal he would find to reward his toil,

it is with the man who discerds Christ in the

Gospel-field. Perhaps it is but a particle of his

e ——— -

precious name lying on the surface of the
Gospel that he first descries. But he saith,
“ There is-hidden treasure here.” The rich
mountains of Bether do sparkle with precious
ore. The deeper you search, the larger will be
the nuggets that reward your diligence. The
precious substance is hid in every field, in every
mountain, and in every river of our blessed im-
heritance.

II. The Eunuch believed. And after he
believed he was baptized. Quoth he, “ See,
water | What doth binder me to be baptized ?”
Now let water be never so plentiful, let the
streams flow like oceans, you have no right to be
baptized, if you do not believe. Faith is a pre-
requisite to bajtism. But, if you:do believe,
what hinders you? I would press the inquiry

s one which I could wish each believer to make
his own. “ What doth hinder me ?”

“0O! 1 see many hindrances.” Let me an-
swer for you, and describe some of them.

“ What doth hinder ?” “1 did not see it,”
says one. ¢ And pray tell me, my good friend,
what it 'is you do not see. The baptistry
is open ; and it is full of water. Stand up, and
you can see that. The Bible is open, the pre-
cept is vlain ; the manner of * going down into

the water and coming up out-of the water”

is graphic enough for you to see that. What#
now, to speak candidly, is it that yoy do not

see 7" “ Well,” say you, “to speak the truth,

I do not see the 188 of it. There now ! why is

not infapt-sprinklinz just as good ? It is much
less trouble ; it-is -far more fashionable; and it

i not near so conspicucus.” Let me answer

you. You are not required to see the use. It
1s enough if you see the precept, and the means
of obeying it. Thus it behoveth us to fulfil all
righteousness.

“ What doth hinder ?” “ My own opinion,”
says another, “is that it is non-essenfial.” There
is surely no end of making excuses. The Pap-
ists used to puzzle me when they said that there
were venial and mortal sins. But the fictitious
Protestants perplex me more, when they talk of
essential and non-essential duties. Would
you, my dear brother, kindly show me the
non-essential points in the instructions with
which God made known to Moses how to make
the tabernacle. Would you inform we the non-
essential prophecies which Jesus passed over as
needless to fulfil in going as it was written of
him. Did our blessed Lord think it non-essen-
tial to say, “ I thirst” upon the cross, that the
Seripture might be accomplished ?  And if the
commandment to be baptized is non-essential,
you might favour us with a list of non-essentials,
and inform us on what authority this non-essen-
tial expurgation ot Scripture ordinances rests.

“ What doth hinder 7’ An intelligent young
gentleman called upon me the other day, and
told me he had been studying the subject for
some time, and was so perplexed by the diversi-
ty ot opinjons expressed by different writers that
he could not come to the conclusion at present.
| told him that it is a bad sign when a man be-
zins to study any points of obedience. Suppose
[ say 1o my httle Loy, “ Herbert, shut the door.”
He need not stady, it is quite enough for him te
do it. But now fancy that you see him stare va-
cantly at me. * Did not you hear what I said,
my dear boy ?” Yes, father, I was thinking of
it.” ¢ Shat the door,” I say again, in a cool
and rather emphatic tone. More coolly, he asks
me, * Whether I think it is cold to-day, and
would it not be better if it were left open ¥ 1
feel impatient—I try not to show it; but I rise
and shut the door myself.  Or take another case.
Suppose 1 say to my servant—* Be so good asto
fill the bath.” She makes noreply. That is an-
noying ; 1 repeat my request. She then says,
+ Yes, sir, | will do*it puesently” - 1 answer,
Dircetly, if you please.” “ Very we!l,” is the
response | receive, and that in a hesitant tone
of voice. “She puts a few drops of water into the
bottom, and upon my remonstrating, she assures
me * that was all she was accustomed to do in
her last place ; she was brought up to think that
was right.” Now, my friend, your reasonings
with God are a hundred-fold more impertinent.
Happy for us that he is the God of all patience
and his long-suffering is enexhaustable. Most
solemnly, I assure you, it is not desirable for
men to study the preeepts, but it is desirable to
obey them. The Rabhs of old studied the law
closely, but they did no honour to 1t by their
glossaries. It had been far better that they
should have taken it as they found it, and yield-
ed submission to it asthey read it. They made
void the law by their traditions. And you lay
waste the ordinances by writing and reading
disquisitions upon them.

“ What doth hinder ?” And, strange to tell,
not a few answer, 1 really do not know, |
quite see the ordinance as a precept of Scripture.
I am a Baptist in !)riuciple. although I have nev-
er been baptized.” Let me endeavour to an-
swer for you.

Perhaps it is the world. . As a lady, you live
in & certain position of society, and you feel that
you'would forfeit the esteem of some of your
iriends ; or you are a professional man, and you
fear your reputation ht suffer. Then you
are ashamed of Jesus. That is your hindrance.

Perhaps it is the flesh. You do not like the
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