5
. i . Ay B A

g o
-,

. and forwarded it to the fivst name mentioned

418

A —— e ——— A ———— e S e .

-—

highest tops of our hopes, and the whole

t deapths of cur inquity, it would be a ed; after his resurrection he
Bood £o wondrous, that it would cover the heaven.
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went” to! creases the necessity for his serious corxsideia-.% their fields in the Spring ready for the
'tion of the tearful position he occupies in the | Autumn. We doubt if there are many familjes

[December 31, 1862,
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It is observable that the words « flesh” and  universe—man in antagonism to his Maker, | in this provinee who could not, if they wisheq

world within us would be drowned in dead *gpirit” are both witnout the article (accord- | The issue of this is not d'uublful, o in some way, provide whyt wo_uld enatle they
despair. Not a living thing could be found ing to the best authorities), and ought to be  The close ot the year is well suitéd for re-  to pay for food for their minds, as wel as

in this sea of evil.

says an old proverb, « If men could wear his word “ epirit” means the Holy 8yirit; the tion of plans for the future.
sins on his forehead, he would pull bis hat reference is to the Lord's own gpirit, as dis-

over his eyes.” :
he would like to have a window into his heart,

that cvery man could see within it, did mot o e of the dreams of antiquity,

know himself, for if he bad bad such a window

he would have kept it shut up, I am sare; These are his words :—** With the great ma- | rived.
for could he ever have scen his own heart, he jority of Commentators, ancient and modern, Divine Grace that you will be able to succeed

would have been driven raving wad. Gyd
therefore, spares all eyes but his own that des-
perate sight—a naked humansheart. Great
God, here would we pause and ery, - Behold
I was shapen in iviquity, and in sio did my
lnot%t;r conceive me, Thou desirest truth in
the faward parts, and io the bidden part thou
shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge we |
with byssop and I shall be c'ean; wash me
and I shall be whiter than snow.”—S;ur-
geon.

For the Christian Mess nger

Mg. Epitor,— .

There are some passages of Scripture that
are variously inu'rpreuﬂ even by men belonging
to the same denomination. One- of these 1s
that i 1 Peteriii. 19,20, I wish you, or some
one else would give us a pi::in exposition of the
above passage, in the Christian Messenger.
Perhaps Dr. Cramp or Dr. Tupper will do so,
and oblige

lexorAaMUS.

We received the above a short time since.

That old Roman who said tinet from his body.

No. 2 requires no further repark,

Respected Reader, Let there be no unfaith- |

It would cover all, and construed accordingly, in the same manner. flection on the past,—a comparigon of the procure, sustenance and clothing for their
" ewal'low up the whole of our mavhood. Ah! There is no reascn for supposing that the present with previous periods, and the forma- | bodies, ,

To our Acents generally we are greatly

fulness with yourselt here, but let there be a ! indebted for their efforts to aid us in their
It is | full realization of your past failures, present several localities during the year,
'obligations, qpd future hopes, and of the | caseg we know the help given by them jg pot

In EOme

No. 3 is the position taken by Dean Alford. 'source whence all your strength is to be de- i propérly appreciated by the Subgeribers for

[ underitand these words to say, that our b
Lord, in his disembodied @ate, did go to the
place of deteuticn of departed spirits;, and a

did there abdounce his work of redemption. of great mercy. ,
'preach salvation in fact, to the disembodicd in ~mourning for Prince Albert, and lhcg namies to the Agent he will be pleased to for.
spirits of those who refused 10 obey the voice sudden stroke, it was feared, would exer-|ward them, and we shall be glad to receive

etter next year than you have in the past,

It is onl'y by a tull dependance on | whom they act,

We hope that our patropg

who have not already done o, will withogt
delay, eall cn the nearest Agent with thejp

In a national point of view, we may look | subscription—and so facilitate his labor and

t the )'331' -now drawing to its clcge as one
Our last issue of 1861 was

render it the more pleasant,
any good New Subscribers and will give their

It they ean get

of God when the judgment of thé flood was cise an injurious imfluence on the wind | them.

hanging over them,

us, we carnot say.

its revelations as far as vouchsafed to us.”

“ This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” ¢

and the wicked as so situated with regard to t
each other that each way know the other’s t
condition,
in the ti]‘iri! world and published the greut ||

therein. OQur thanks ave due to Dr. Cramp tor |

the following article, on the subject. We doult ‘

not it will be very acceptable to other friends
besides the above writer.

The Interpretation of 1 Pet. iii.
18--20.

DeAR BROTHER,—

Iynoramus has asked a hard question,
Opinions are so numercus and conflicting
that, as Dean Alford remarks, “the litere-
ture of the passage is almost a library in
itdelf.” There are three principal modes of
explanation :—

1. It is supposed that by the Saviour's
preaching tosthe spirits in prison” is meant
the ministration of Nosh, “a preacher of

they had not been * disobedient?’
But all this is ('m.jw'!uyc_
bas not expleined himsell.

lll‘)‘l;ﬁl d.
others,
leave it as it is, and to be content to wait for

righteousness,” who, ag the Lord’s messenger

and servsut, proclaimed to those who “ some- |

time were disobedient” the long-suffering ‘of

3 > o e ’ . 4 5 | 4 o 2
God, and exhorted them to repentance.  They | see Tesus « as he is,” every event, nearly or | aud fightings are but precursors of the reigo
refused to listen to him, died in their sins. ! remotely connected with the great salvation,|of ** Peace on earth,” God bhas desigus of
and are now *in prison,” awaiting the final |

judgment,

2. Others maintain that the spisit of the
Lord Jesus went literally down to the nother-
world while his body was in the sepulehre ;
that he avnounced the glad tidings of the
redemption which he bad accomplished ; that
be found there the patriarchs wnd prophets of
the Uld 'llc:lumcnl, who we re neither in hell
por in purgatory, but in a kiad of wailing-
place ; and that he took them with him-.up
to beaven. This is the Koman Catholic
potion. The curious may fiud it, in full
detail, in the * Gospel of Nicodemus,” one of
Apoeryphal Gospels, Hence the article in
the so-called Apostles’ Creed—* He descend-
ed into bell”—which was placed in the Creed
about the four'h century.

3. A third party, impelled, as they affirm,

®by grammatical @and . philologleal necessity

regard the text us a statcment of a fact which ' recond of the past.

w not further explained.

dition of being at his death, and before the
wssumption of his resurrection-body,

this was done is not stated by the Apostle,
and need pot be curigusly inquired into, since

the means of satiefying the inguirer are|

wantieg. :

No. 1, .is the view embraced by a large
pumber of Protestsut commentators, There
are formidable ditiiculties, however, in the
way of its adoption. An impartial reader
of the origioal uunot.l'mt admit that it ap-
pears to be & narrative of something that
took place af that time ; that 1, that when
-the Bavigur was * put to death in the flesh.”
and “ qui by the spirit,” he « ‘;em
and preached to the spirits io prison.” Were
there no theologieal purpose to serve, this in-
_terpretation would in il probability be

- geverally received, The pou‘:y‘il historieal sitions' of his Heaveuly Father, and can ex.
hout. The word whick ie translated  claim, whilst he erects his Ebenezer, + Hith.
wed in verse erto the Lord hath helped

* he went,” in verse 19, is repe
- 29, und is there translated * is gone.”

. The Redeemitr, ains, and after a few more hoyrs it will be
they say, uurordmg to Peéter's decldration,  deelured that as regards the year of our Lord

fairly interpreted, entered into a wew con-!1%62,  Time ghall be no longer ! Many

S L) Hig | the natural course of eveuts, and because no
Fpinit, i Wts separate state, visited the invisi- | great convulsion of wvatare takes place, they
ble world and there made known his glorious | vainly suppose that *all things continué as
work of redemption. But for what purpose | they were.” The observer of the signs of the

When him who has no ngld for the laws .and
the Lord died, bis spirit # wens” apd preach- e

the text, it is of sma!l consequer ce to us|
| in qur presert state whether we apprehend it |

" |
or not., lm the next world, when we shall

and tending, in avy degree, to illustrate the |
rinciples on which it is founded, will he
| fully made known, Then we shall ¢ see face
to face,” and “krow even as also we are
kllb““."
Yours truly,

Acadia College, J. M. Crawp.

Dec. 25, 1862,

Chustinn F¥essenger.

HALIFAX, DECEMBER 31, 1862.

The Last Day of the year,

The day has now arrived in the present
| year that. shall close the book whose leaves
have been one after another filling with a
The last page only re.

'\ may perhaps see in this nothing more than

times and of the progress of events, however,
will mot fail to discover that God reigns.
' What has transpired in the world in the
course of but-oue year, is sufficient to awaken
the attention of the thoughtful to this faet,
perbaps more than in any previous twelve
months that they have lived, :

In reviewing the past, we have much which
calls for gratitude to the Giver of all Good,
| Qur fears have been from time to time driven
‘away. Instcad of jadgments, we bave had
mercies, The assurance that the direction
of the affairs of men and of nations is in the
hands of the All.wise, is a source of gonsola-
'tion to him who places his confidence in God.
'He ean look back and recount the interpo-

me!” Bat to

government of th

Why these rather than of our beloved Queen,
'othcrs are mentioned—whether merely as a formed that, in the anticipation of the Prince
sample of the like gracious work on others, of Wales’ marriage and from a visit of his
or for some special reason unimaginable by  intended bride,” Her Majesty appears to have
It is ours to deal with | tuken *“a new Jease of life”
the plain words of Seripture, and to :u'('('[‘t' prospeets of the Royal family are such that
{wc can find no parailel for it in the family of

Possibly some may think that the words of any previous severeign,
our Lord to the penitent thief are capable of pire of Britain ~énjoying peace in all her
an exvlanation in harmdny with these views : borders for a year, is what could hardly be
xpected. and yet, with the exception of the
Now, the parable of the rich man and Luza- slight misunderstanding with Chioa, our hori-
rus represents the abodes cf the righteous zon has been ¢lear,

If, therefore, the Lord appeared and the war spirit which we feared wouid

tact of his atouing sacrifice, the anmounce. . pleasure to record that instead of any ut!empt
ment must come to the knowledge of all, both to invade our rights, a free-will offering of
| the spirits- that were waiting for redemption,  thousauds ol dollurs has been sent from our
and those who were hopelessly- “in pricon,”  American neighbours to assist in sustaining
and whose anguish would be increased by tic those who, in consequence of the dreadiul
| melancholy consideration that the blessivgs of | war, are suflering for bread,
the redemption might have been theirs, i more grateful the present task !
lat t e commencement _of the
The apostle might hope to report to our readers an end
The passage un- of the hateful war, apd a renewal of com-
der diseussion is a singular and unaccounta- | mercial operations ; so that gaunt Famine
ble digression. - As to the explanations offered, | wight accompany the spirit of War back
cauticus theologians will probably prefer No, | again into the 1egicus of oblivion—the shed.
1, while eritics will adopt No. 3, variously | diug of blood be stayed, and peace, plenty
Some few, perbaps wiser than the | and bappincss résume their accustomed march
will think that the best course is to| over the natious,

the solution till *in God’s ltght we see light.” ' which the year has brought forth on the
Happily, our spiritual position is not affe ted, | Kuropean eontinent—in France, Italy, Aas.
however we may decide in the matter, What- | tria, Turkey and Greece, but these are fa-
ever may be the particular fact alluded to in |miliar to all our readers,—having been

Now we are in

The

In our first number of

he present yeur, we gave the inteliigence
e L

hat the Trent difficulty had been overcome,

year rule, had been Jaid, Now weé have the

How much
Would that
Hew )‘«:ur we

We might give a review of other events

orought belore them from week to week,
AHImugh there have been thousands slain
by the sword, yet we believe that these wars

“ (Good-will towards men,” and it will be seen
th t out of all the confusion caused by wick.
edoess io high places, there will come Glory
to God in the highest,” iy the dissemmina-
tion of the guud secd*of the king')'ulu this is
to be brought abous, When this is done,
snd His people are waiting, then He will
appear and Lring ubout his own designs,

A word to all.

Bince the first of January 1862, we have
Jorwarded to our Subseribers fifty-three num-
bers of the Christian Messenger, under ¢:r-
tain eeumstances the information contained
in one ol these may have been worth the
whole’ year’s subseription, Bome paid in ad-
vauce for their paper, other hayve paid during
the year, but we are sorry to add that some
have not yet paid and that even for two
or more years, ln justiee to our paying
friends and to save ourselves from ruin, we
must #trike the names of some of the latter
{rom our list, as preliminary to collecting the
arregrs due by them, Bhould sny of our
friends who thus find themselves without the
first number of the Messenger for the coming
year, send on the amount of their arrears af
an early date, we shall be happy to add their
names again and supply them with the mising
numbers,— as we shall print a few extra copies
for this purpose,

We woul«,l take this opportunity of sayin
to those persons who ncgrecl to pay up unﬁ
renew their saubscription, that they need not
sappose that the mouney in their hands belong-
ing to us will be a source of happiness to
them, and we sdvise them to lose no time in
raying up. Iu some cases where persons
thiok they are too poor to take a newspaper
and pay Ior it, it is probable that the want of
promptoess in their business, or indus'ry in
their calling, has made them negligent in this
maftter, and it requires but a little considera-
tion and effort, to enable them to provide this
with the other nesessaries for their fam.
ilies. They will be likely to become even

SeurcroN acaiN.—The "N. Y. Ezaminer,

in referring to the compliment lately paid 1o
Prest yterianism by Mr. Bpurgeon, at Clap.
future | ham, pithily remarks :

“ Mr. Spurgeon lately made a speech at

s festival given by the Clapham l'wal;)lﬂ‘ian
The extended em- ¢hurch, in which he is reported to bave said that
he “rejoiced that this was a Presbyteriay church;
he was a-Presbyterian himself.
solenmly, he believed Presbyterianism to be the
govermment Scripture had ordained.

Svrinue‘ly and

He was
not an Independert, and he objected aitogether
to be classed with the Independents. He was
Fonise up.‘lli.lll-l'l\'t‘».\ terian-Independent, but ra-
ther wore Presbyteran  than Independent,”
Pretty good for a man who professes 1o be s
Baptist. But it was a pity for Lim to make s
long a compound in defining his position. If be
haod said he was SrurGronN, and that be be
lieved in that form of church government, Le
would probably have hit the mark as well, and
saved time in doing 1.”

A man’s actions are the best exposition of
his opinions and the above remarks are well
put. But we have yet to find the version of
the above speeeh from Mr, Spurgeon’s own
pen, or from any authentic source, There
have been many things said of Epurgeon s
wide of what afterwards appcared to be the
truth, that we are willing (0 wuit for some
thing more reliable before taking this speech
as reported, and giving it full credence,

The Witness had better keep cool about
“ this justly celebrated preacher.”

Tue Inrercoroniar Rainway,—The Hon,
Mr. Tilley, the New Brunswick Dglegate,
arvived on Friday last by the steawer from
England.  Welearu from the MorningChron
icle that the megotiations with the lmperial
authorities, although they * hud not received
a formal ratification,” ¢ yet,” the editor re
marks, *4we understasd that the mission may
be fairly veportrd gs sueeesstul.”

[t gives the following as thesderms on
which the loan was to be raised for construct
ing the Ruilpoad : '

“ First, the urra;;_mnwnls entered info ®
Quebec ‘Ill.ﬁt'p!('lnbt'l‘ last are h)l‘lllllull;

by the British Government.

Secoudy the Colonial (iuwrl-menummj'
lefi free construct the road either by Com
missioners to be appointed by them, pf'bz
may grant a subsidy to any Company, equ
the undertaking, that may be found wiilipg @
construct and manage the road.

is 1o name one of three enginecrs to be appoint-
ed to make preliminary surveys, preparatory ¥
the locating of the site of ghe road, X
. . a7 g & ¢ .
Fourth, the Lords Commissioners of
Treasury will raise the loan—- X 3,000,000 stg—
by the issue of Imperial Debenture Bouds, and

perial eredit, pledged”direct to lenders. 3
commission will be charged by the British Ger
vernment for managing the fund, unless @by
" of it should be negociated thro bf
ank of England, in which case the Bank’
charge of one-eighth per cent. will be made.
The arrangement for re-payment of the pro
posed loan, s as follows : — 3
£250,000 in ten years. ‘
£500,000 in twenty years.
£1,000,000 in thirty years,
£1,250.000 in forty years.
After ten years from the date of the loan;#
sinking fund is to be provided, with the objeet
re-paying the principal at the dates respechve
ly named.”

v.'

Tue Inperian Frsusny Commissionsnsii:
~— By the last Koglish wail we sre
that letters were received stating that
office of Fishery Commissioner, vacant by
death of the late Moses H. Perley, Esq,
beendoﬁered to the Hon, Joseph ¢, Who
would in all probability accept it. oy

The Chrm‘iidc Nlil tbl.:‘ “ this choiee,
being Imperial, and not Provineial, if

Howe from the Legislature, or even the ™
‘cation of the pol:“ of Provincial Secrel?)
during the oommtmiou.”
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ost” High, it only in.

10 pro

poorer by giving up, as they would by ceasin
themselyes with food, or to uof'

The salary is stated to be £1000 mr%z
year, with an additional allowance of

, & year for a private sevrelary.

Third, the Secretary of State fgithe Colonies

the Colomies are to haye the benefit of the Ji- :

ed, will noqnvoln the retirement of 27
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