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“opus Xxiil, : The Sabbatical year. 
i va vit 00 

Recite—Martuew xxvii. 20-31. 

SuxpAY, MARCH OTH, 1862. 

Read—Mart. xxvii. 24-66: The burial of Christ. 

Exonus xxiv : Israel's covenant with God. 

Recite—MAITHEW XXVii. 24, 
25. 

«SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.” 

Write down what you suppose to be the answers to 

the following questions. 

121. What is the first disease mentioned in 
Serip- 

tare ? 

29 In the case of an I raclitebecoming a ser
vant, 

or slave. to a stranger, what was the manifest con- 

trast to modern slaye-trading ? 
\ _ 

Answers to questions given last week :— 

119. In Egypt. See the history of Joseph in the | ing the cabin and saw at the table at one end—. 
book of Genesis. 

120. Elisha, 2 Kings iv. 12-44. 
Ee SEY 

Skipping and Skimming. 

Read—MATT, xxvii, 39-53: Death of Chri
st. Ex-! 

tain, and Lieutenant—all, or all but the last | 

NTnown professors of religion, playing cards! And 

Ht wearly made me alter my mind -about-playing 

Hilton Head Island, Port Royal, Dec. 1, 186
1. 

: « And now about cards. My dear 

| father, [ was overcome with anxiety; and kn
ew 

not what to do on shipboard. The bunks were 

"not fit to lie in, and to'read on deck was next 

to an impossibility, and I had no one to talk with! 

| (as L , 1 am sorry to say, bad taken to cards, 

and was at it all the fice I knew not what 

| to do with myself. To wa k about the ship all 

| alone was to get the blues and feel Noiesick, as | 

‘all that I had done wrong came in my mind, | 

"and 1 was the most miserable of beings. But 

then I turned my thoughts to my Saviour, and 

‘my burden was lightened ; then I prayed to Him 

‘for His blessing and help, which soon made it 

fleeaway;and zave me new courage and strength. | 

| determined 1 would not yield to the temptation 

‘to. play cards, which had come so often to my 

| mind. Bat, my dear father, my resolution was 

like to have been overthrown ; it certainly “re- 

ceived a powerful discouragement when 1 went 

i 

{ 

who do you think ? our Colonel, our own Cap-| 

myself.” But Satan was dcomed still to disap- 

Two bad habits ar increasing among the vounge | the help of his God and Saviour. 

folks.—some of them, at least. * Why, isit bad | 

to skip or to skim?" you ask, perhaps. 

depends upon how and what you skip and skim. | 

I find there is a great deal of skipping and 

skimming in the way the children read their | dangerous paste-board with black and red spots 

It 1s a|on them. books in these days and that is bad. 

loose, careless, hasty way of reading, which snatch- | 

es up only the story, andhardly that, leaving out | thankful 1 ought to be to Him for preserving me 

all the instruction, thongli purpose of the book, |threagh thé storms and trials of lit, and bring-
 

and making pretty much all of it a confused 

jumble. 
« We have so many books.” Yes, some of you 

lave, and it is almost a pity, I sometimes think, 

for you de hot value them as the few I used to 

have in my'chilhood. These few were not only 

read with great-attention the first time: but they 

were read and re-read, put away, brought back | 

and read again, and the consequence was, they | 

made an impression: I feel their power to this| dered himself obnoxious to many of the Cantabs 

day. The true way to read is first to select, or 

to have selected for you, a book that is worth | 

reading ; then read it carefully, thoughtfully, at-| 

tentively. Read it to remember it, and read it| mined to tigke him preach in a hollow tree, 

accurately. 
Let me tell you about a little bey. lis aunt 

gave him some cards with the kings and queens 

cf England pictured on them. Then, as he was 

inqusitive to know who they all were, she used 

‘to tell him the history of their different reigns, 

and the good and the bad things they did. Her 

storfes interested the little boy, and. he listened 

very attentively. As he was playing with his 

ecards one day, his papa took one up and asked 
Lim whose face that was on the card. The lit- 

tle boy toid him, and moreover gave a good -ac- 

count of that king's reign, is papa was much 

surprised, and asked him about another ; and so 

he went on, and gave a correct little story of 

them all. Papa was very much pleased, and 

next day gave his little son three large volumes 
of English history. The child coudd not read 
yet,—he was only three years old; but he was 
80 altentive, 

When he was eight years old, this same little 
boy read a book, which, forty years after he 
quoted accurately from by memory, when writ- 
ing a lecture to be delivered before a body of 

learned men; nor had he ever geen the book 
How carefully must he have read it! 

How clear it must have been in lis mind! No 
skipping or skinning there, I reckon; no don- 
fusc d jumble. = That little boy became a distin- 
guished teacher, the famous Dr. Arnold of Rug- 
by School. This is the kind of reading and 
hearing which makes good memories and stores 
up use¢lul information.—ZFamily Treasury. 

To Let. 

There are more things “ to let” than are pla- 
carded. Hearts to let every day; old hearts, 
young hearts, stricken hearts—all empty—all to 
et. 

There are heads to let ; to any new thing, to 
isms, ologies and ists ; heads without 3 tenant. 

There are havds to let. 
fair ; hands lean and brown. Those tolove, these 
to labor ; these for rags, and those for rings. 

There are consciences to let; clastic, accom- 
modating, caoutchouc ; at five per cent a month, 
sixty per cent a year.” To let on bond and 
mortgage, and a pound of flesh. 

And #8 it goes, from ‘sods to souls: almost 
everything to let ; almost everything with its 
price ; everything in the market bat griefs. They 
are never quoted, never at a premium, never 
“to let,” 

Playing Cards, 
"No devoted, prayin Christian . ever yet 

countenanced the use of cards, even as an ap- 
parsers innocent amusement to fill out an 
1 our of relaxation, or of social enjoyment. : The 
tendencies of their use are too apparent. The 
unholy purposes to which they are put, and the 

ruined in time and eternity, by their 
influences and associations, point to 

many 
fascivating 

ible results to the young who may indul 
in them, too direful to 4g 
sighted, spiritual mind. Here is an extract from | tents'of Kedar. 

That | ship at the end of nearly three weeks without 

Hands plump and | 

] nor constrained, to hi ef, 

overlooked by a pr 
his gros E , to dwell with 

pcintment, and the Christian was again frec by 

«Thanks to my Ieavenly Father, T leit. the 

playing a game, and I'made a. solemn vow with 

God, that; by His help, 1 will never touch the 

Jear father, I will never play cards. 

O how good the Lord has been to me, and how 

ing me out a Christian man, as I sincerely hopes 

—— ——————————————— ee —— 

A short Sermon on the word 

Malt. 

The Rev. Mr. Dodd, a very worthy minister, 
who lived a few miles from Cambridge, bad ren- 

| \ . : . 

(students at the Cambridge University) by fre- 

| quently preaching agaiust drunkenness ; several 

of whom meeting him on a journey, they deter- 

which was near the roadside. Accordingly;,ad- 

dressing him with. great spparsat policed, 
they asked him if he bad not Jétely preached 
much against drunkenness, An his replying in 
the atlirmative, they insisted that he should now 
weach from a text of their choosing. In vain 
did be remcpstrate on the unreasonableness of 
expecting him to give them a discourse without 
study, and in such a place ; they were determin- 

ed too to take no denial, and the word MALT 
was given him by way of text ; on which he jin 
mediately delivered himself as follows :—* Be- 
loved, let me crave your attention. Iam a littl. 
man, come at a short warning to preach a short 

sermom, from a small subject, in an unworthy 

pulpit, to a small congregation. Beloved, my 
text 1s MALT : I cannot divide it into words, it 

being but one; nor into syllables, it being but 
one ; 1 must therefore of necessity divide it into 
letters, which I find to be these four, M, A, L, T. 

M, my beloved, is Moral ; A, is Allegorical ; Li, 
is Literal; T, is Theological. . The Moral is set 
forth to teach you drunkards good manners: 
therefore, M, my masters; A, All of you; L, 
Listen ; T, Tomy Text. The Allegorical is when 
one thing is spoken, and another thing is meant. 

The thingspoken of is Malt; the thing meantis the 
juice -of lai which you Cantabs make—M, 
your Master ; A, your Apparel 5 L, your Liber- 
ty ; and T, your Trust. The Literal is, accord- 

ing tothe Letter—M, Much ; A, Ale; L, Little; 

T, Trust. The Theological is acegrding to the 
effects that it works; and these find w be of 
two kinds : first in this world ; secondly, in the 
wcrld to come, The effects that it works 
in this world are, in some—M, Murder ; in oth- 
ers, A; Adultery; in all, L, Looseness of Life ; 
and, in some, T, Treason. The effects that it 
works in the world to come, are,—M, Misery; A, 
Anguish; 1, Lamentation ; and T, Torment.— 

And so much for this time and text. I shall im- 
rove this, first, by way of exhortation—M, 

Masters ; A, All of you; L, Leave off’; T, Tip- 
pling ; or, secondly, by way of commination— 
M, my Masters; A, All of you; L, Look for; 
T, Torment. Thirdly, by way of caution, take 
this. A drunkard is the annoyance of modesty, 
the spoiler of civility, the destruction of reason, 
the brewer's agent, the ale-house benefactor his | 
wife's sorrow his childrens’ trouble, his own 
shame, his neighbours’ scoff, a walking swillbowl, 
the picture of beast, and the monster of a man. 

* A Goop Neigusor A GREAT BLESSING. — 
Themistoetes, intending to sell a farm, caused 
the eryer to proclaim oat it had, amongst other 
commodities, a good neighbor, being assured 
that this one circumstance would be advantage- 
ous to the sale, and much induce the chapman 
to purchase it. And surely he that hath ag 
neighbour had a good morrow ; but a minister 
that liveth among such hath EB a rich bene- 
fice ; he may sekhaviFi with David (rebus sic. 
stantibus,) that hislot is fallen into a fair ” 
and bless God that he'is not brother to the Dra- 
gons and a companion to the Esbriges of the times; 

ace of a clock: “There is no truth in it, but only 

{ * hidden ones” of God. 

$ ® Hh Yl § : 

63 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
[February 26, 1862, 

EY ’ | a letter from a soldier, published in the Evange- 
T kl Messenger. "ar 
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interesting and inestimably usetul. . This know- 
ledge it finds and embodies by assiduously 

watching the activities which transpire in the 

moral and providential departments of this great 

and busy world. Its.columns, so to speak, are 

an, arranged map of its towns, counties, states 

and nations, aud as nature, providence, and the 

spirit of grace have wrought their respective 
works in them, it notes them, and stating where 

and when, it aims truthfully to narrate them, 

as in circumstances and effects they have been 

brought to pass. To read the columns of its 

pages through observingly,islike walking over the 

length and breadth of the civilized world, learn- 

ing, seeing, and hearing what has been done, 

and is doing, in the varied paths of this broad 

field. : 
Hence, this weekly messenger in various es- 

sential things is.a ‘great helper. It is a happy 

social helper. It furnishes grand ideas of the 

Divive control over the natural and moral 

world. It quickens and expands the benevolent 

affections. It stirs up in the soul a proper sym- 

pathy for the buman family, as they alternately 
meet the joys and woes of lifes Ithelpsin family 

Letter xxviii: Use or COMMENTARIES. 

My Dear Drother,— 

In the study of the holy Scriptures, which con-
 

tains matters. of infinite moment, it is desirable 

that, as much as may be, every man should see 

with his own eyes, and judge for himself For 

one whose business it is to impart religious in- 

struction to others, this is peculiarly requisite. — 

can not speak with the same certainty of the 

correctnoss of what he advances, as the man who
 

impartially and attentively examines for himself. 

1t is desirable, therefore, that a preacher, when 

his text is selected, should first exercise his own 

skill and judgment in investigating it, and ascer- 

One that understands 

the original should by all means exam.ne his 
taining its exéct import. 

text in it. Although a translation may be cor 

rect, yet it can not in every case convey to the 

the prayer amd conference meeting: Jt is a-help- | spection of the Hebrew or Greek. Allcompetent 

er to both preacher and hearer in the sanctuary. 

It helps very essentially in the missionary con- 

cert. Indeed, a family cannot be placed-m any 

moral situation where it will not prove a valu- 
able hélper.—Congregationalist. 

i 
examination of other Versions, and in different 

languages, may afford aid, by suggesting thé 

exact idea. I am not aware that I ever read 

any considerable portioi of the Scriptures in any 

72 er Translation, made in any larguage, without de- 

About Lying. riving benefit in this respect. - The best Versions 

? have their imperfections, and sometimes fail to 

Rev. Dr. McLeod was proceeding from the : 

manse of D to church, to open a new 

place of worship. As he passed slowly and grave- 
ly through the crowd gathered about the doors, 

an elderly man, with the peculiar kind of wig 

known in that district, bright, smooth and of a 
reddish brown, accosted him. 

“ Doctor, if you please, I wish to speak to 
you.” 
«Well, Dunéan,” says the venerable Doctor, 

“ can you not.wait till after worship 7?” 
“No, Doctor; 1 must speak to you now, for it 

is a matter of conscience.” 
“ (), since it is a matter of concience, tell me 

what it is; be brief, Duncan, for time presses.” 
“ The matter is this Doctor: Ye see the clock 

vonder on the face of the new church, Well, 
there is no clock really there—rothing but the 

express the trie sense; and those of an inferior 

order ‘have their excellencies, and occasionally 

convey'the meaning of the inspired original more 

accurately. Our Common Version is in general 

an improvément on that of Geneva; but the 

latter is sometimes, preferable. | 

1 Cor. iii. 9. where ours reads, “ We are las 

borers together with God.” it reads, “ We to- 

gether are God's laborers.” = This is accord nt 

with the Greek, and with the context. The 

same word in the same case (Theou,) is correct 

ly rendered “ God's” twice in this verse— God's 

husbandry—=God’s Building. In verses 5—8 the 

Afcstle speaks of himself and Apollos, not as 

« workers together with God,” but as means in 

His hand, wholly dependent on Him for success; 

« Neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 

he that watereth, but God that giveth the in- 

Soin 2'Cor. vi. 1. “ We then, as works 

ers together with Him,” ‘where the suj plemen- 

tary words * with Ilim” are unnecessary ; and 

convey an incorrect idea, the Geneva has simp- 

ly “workers together.” In both these texts it 

accords with the Versions of Tyndale, Diadati, 

and Ferreira. 

once-ih twelve hours. Now, it is in my mind 
very wrong, and quite, against my conscience, 
that there should be a lic on the face of the 
house of the Lord.” : 

Duncan, I will consider the pcint. But I'am 
glad to see you looking so well ; you are not 
young now ; I remember you for many years; and 
what a fine hedd of hair you have still !” 
“Eh, Doctor, you are joking now; it is long 

since 1 have had any hair.” 
“ Op Duncan, Duncan, are-you going into the 

house of the Lord with a lie upon your head ?” 
This settled the question ; and the doctor heard 

no more of the lie on the face of the clock.— 
Scotch Anecdotes— North British Review. 

crease.” 

The obscurity which naturally 

rests on Rom. v. 7. though literally and correctly 

rendered, * Kor scarcely for a righteous man will 

one die ; yet peradventure for a good man some 

would even dare to die,” is removed by Scio, in 

his Spanish Version, by substituting for “a good 

man,” * bienhechor,” a benefuctor. See Matth. 

As Scripture is the safest and best expositor 

of itself, parallel texts, which may be found by 

Marginal Referenges, or a Concordance, should 

be attentively compared. This may be done by 

every preacher ; and it should never be neglected 

by any one. 

When the passage has been thus prayerfully 

and attentively investigated, and the minister 

has formed his own, conclusions, and drawn his 

own inferences, Commentators may be profitably 

consulted. Men of learning, talent, and piety, 

who have devoted much time and attention to 
the study of the sacred Oracles, with peculiar 
advantages, may be reasonably expected to al- 

ford assistance in the understanding of the 

The affectation of despising or disregarding such 

aid, as unnecessary or useless, evinces arrogance 

and weakness. Such light as can be obtained 

from these writers, by a careful examination of 

their comments, and the reasons assigned for, the 

views expressed, should be readily received, and 

diligently improved. (All this advice applics to 

the general study of Scripture.) 

What Commentators may be most advantage- 

ously consulted, is a point on which a diversity 

of opinion may be expected to exist. In some 

respects it depends on the attainments of the 

preacher. If these be moderate, a plain practi- 

cal Commentory will be more suitable than one 
of a critical kind, which would be desirable for 
a literary man. Without presuming to dictate, 

I may doubtless be permitted to offer.a few sug: 

gestions with reference to some of the Commen- 

"The industrious and virtuous education of] taries in general use. H She} 
children, is a far better inheritance to them than| As I have p “all the Notes and practical 
a great estate. =~ = Observations in Brown's Self-Interpreting Bible, 

Hidden ones. 

No church bas a right té say there are none 
of God's * hidden ones” save those which are em- 
braced by its communion. There are trees of 
righteousness in every part of God's vineyard 
Nay, more I hope there are some growing even 
over the wall, not transhlanted, yet bringing 
forth fruit to His glory. 
Near a hundred years ago, an old building 

was pulled down in one of the cities of Switz- 
erland. A long time before, this had been part 
of a Carthusian convent, tenanted prior to the 
great Reformation. A box was found buried in 
the wall, and in the box had been deposited this 
prayer: 

“ () most merciful God! I know that I can 
only be saved and satisfy Thy righteousness by 
the merit, the innocent suffering and death of 
Thy well beloved Son. we Holy Jesus, my salva- 
tion is in Thy hands. Thou canst not withdraw 
the hands of Thy love from me, fcr they have 
created aud redeemed me. Thou hast inscribed 
my name with a pen of iron, in rich mercy, and 
so that nothing can efface it, on Thy side, Thy 
hands, and Thy feet.” 

Now when we read this prayer 8ver, we pie- 
ture that honest-hearted old monk knecling to 
repeat it in the silence of his narrow cell ; and 
while we mourn over the mistake of his asceti- 
cism, we cannot refuse to believe that be who 
could pray like this must have been one of the 

A bird has built its nest-and reared its voung 
in the letter-box of the parish of Sparham, Nor- | 
folk, England. Notwithstanding the frequent 
ve «pmo of the public to deposit letters, and 
the postman’s daily calls to take them, the bird 
is not disturbed. Sometimes the postman has 
taken the letters from the bird's back. 

Mesheck, and to have his habi among the| Treat your enemies as it they would some Williams’ Cottage Bible, and Edwards’ Family 
| time or other be your friends. Bible, I am prepared to speak of these from wy 

N 
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He who implicitly adopts the opiiions of another, . 

government. IT helps in the closet. “Te helps in mind all that may be learned by a careful in. 

judges are agreed in this. Jn some instances an 

For instance, in 
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