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For the Christian Messenger.
Welcome to Winter.

Thrice welcome Winter, with thy leafless tress
Short, cheerless days and bleak benumbing l recze
{ bid thee heartielt welcome, for 1 love

Thy cheerful evening fiveside joys to prove.

How sweet when grovelling eare and toil are o'er
In pure home pleasures to unite.once more

In converse sweet the evening hours prolong
Or pour the melody of sacred sond” 30

To tal'<of Jesus and his boundless love,

In prospe:t view our glorious home ahove,
Aud hit our heart to (sod in fervent prayer,
‘Lhat others may ‘his ecaseless goodness siare,

Thess holy joys, exalted and refined,
Expand the soul and elevate the mind,
And fit us for those brighter scenes above,
Where all is purity and peace and love.

Though early fades the sun’s faint, feeble light,
Though frequent stormsdisturb the peacetul night,
Tho' the gay summer’s brightep hues have flown,
Yet Winter thoa hast beauties all thine own,

The unfading evergreens, which midst the pride,
Ot sammer toliage have been scarce descried,
Now claim our admiration~+~and assume,

Their : cal beauty midst surrounding gloom.

The pure white mantle of neyw-fallen snow,
‘Concealing all unsightliness below,—

Fublem of Jesus’ spotless Rightcousness,
W hich forms the ransomed sinner’s glorious dress.

The beauteous hoar-frost, when each twigand tree,
Begemmed with countless diamonds secms to be ;
That sparkle brightly in the moon’s faint vay,
Then geatly, slowly yield and melt away.

‘T'he little hardy birds that dare to stav,
Aund brave the terrors of the winter's day,—
A lovely lesson to us mortals give,

Aud teach us how in humble faith to live,

No etores have they laid up for fiture need,
No piles of gathered crumbs, or heaps of seed ;
Yot daily find their every want supplied,

By Him whose beunty does for all provide.

Fearless they ventupe forth—secure to find,

An adeyuate supply of dainty kind,—

And every simple chirrup seems to give,

Praise to Ilis name by wk)xose kind care they live.

And then the promise of the glorious Spring,

When tlow’rs shall bloom again and birds sgallsing,
¢ tands changeless as Oal'“:‘al.hcr’s word and sure,
While earth, and sun, and stars, and time endure,

Sweet Spring bright type of that blest rising day,

Whose prospect jwcrs the l)ilgrilu's weary way ;

White journeying through this wilderness o?’ gloom

Lo you bright world of bliss beyond the tomb.
. J. B,

Lower Stewiacke.

Woba Scofia Church Wistory,
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BIOGRAPIICAL NOTICES OF JOHN CRAIG=JONN BURs
TON=~AND PETER CRANDAL.,

My Young Friend,

Thowns Ansley’s name is next in order, but
[ muet postpone wmy account of him in order
to avail mysclf of the assistance of an es
teemed brother, from whom I espect some
yaluable information, _ !

Jouy Unata's settlement at Ragged Islands,
and his ordination there, in 1804, have been
rccolrd‘;‘dv_:itgta‘hgmx letter, He. persevered
ip the faithful discharge of duty as . a8
strength remained, TL last tigu bck:ptz ud-
ed the Association was gt Cornwallis in 1882,
It is stated in the ** Observations” appended
to the minutes of 1838 that My, th&m
“ very aged and infirm, apd consequently al-
most unable to preach or dw:"

was_ privil to witness & revi
ohurez, -:g'd the wministry of
Dimock, by whose instrimen

rdin-
ances, except at his own residence,” ‘E‘ ‘a
:"'.:
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reported at the meeting of the Association in’

11834>  Doubtless the aged servant ¢f God

wak greatly comforted by these tokers of di-
vine-goodness,” He could adopt the words of
Simeon—+* Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace—for my eyes have seen thy
salvation.” " Ard he did +depart in peace,”
After a gentle decline, the natural effect of
old age, during which he esjoyed in an emi.
nent degree the consolations of the gospel,
* the weary wheels of life gtood still” on the
13th of December, 1837, He wis in the
eighty-eight year of his age, -

Shortly afterwards another veteran received
his discharge. Jon~ Bunron died February
Gth, 1838,

In my fourtcenth letter a brief account was
given of Mr., Burton's settlement, at Halitax.

| The chaveh of which he was pastor joined the

Association in 1511, It cousisted at that
time of thirty-three members, Ilis labours
were g0 blessed that upwards of three hun-
dred persons were added to the church during
the next sixfeen years, The majority of them
were coloured people, some resident in Hili-
fax, and others in Preston, Hammondsd’luins,
und other places within a few wiles of the
city. There was a great revival among them
in the years 1¥18 and 1819, in which years
two hundred were baptized. On one oecasion
brother Nutter was present, TIn his * Remin-
iscences of the past” (Christian Visitor, July
16, 1856) he says—

* About the time of which I treated in my

< |last, there wag a powerlul revival amongst the

colouwred people in Preston, Hammond’s
Plains and Windsor road ; a great multitude
believed and were added to the church, 1
lgved in those days to be in reformations.
Brother Burton of Halifax, had the whole
supervision of these pcople, But I weat
down to these places, to help cur good brother,
if I should find assistance necessary ; [ found
hé had his hands full, and with a hearty good
will, I rendered him what aid ¥ could. 1
pfeached at these several places, and attended
other meectings with this worthy scrvant of
the Lord, KFather Burtou had appointed a
baptizing season, it was at a lake just back
from the Windsor road ; a large number told
their experience that day, who with others,
that bad been received on some previous oe-
casions, were baptized, in all, I believe, about
forty, I assisted Mr, B. in this work,”

But thesc were not hasty, icdiseriminate
admissions, Biother Nutter statcs that Mr,
Burton * was very particular in receiving
members, He examined them very eclosely,
and investigated their conduct and character
with great care. He was a great disciplin-
arian, and sought out every wrong, and in-
quired into every complaiut against what he
called his coloured friends. 1 remember one
little thing in the Confercnge meeting I at-
tended, and to which I have alluded in the
beginning of this letter. One man was pro.
ceeding in relating what gruce had done for
him, when he said—* about this time I had'a
dream,” and was proceeding to tell his dream,
when Mr. B, stopped him and remarked, + 1
will com~ and sce you one of these days,
when I will bear all avout your dream, but [
wish you now to tell us how it was with you
when you were awuke,” “The man showed

__|evident sigos of disappointmeént, for he cor-
|sidered it a very important part of his ex-

pericnce, But he was not allowed to go on
with it,” :

The bretiren who left the Episecopal church
in Halifax, and attcrwards became Baptists,
atténded Mr. Burton's ministry for some time,
and were much edified by his plain, substan-
tial teachings. ' They rendered him assistanee
in various ways, temporally and spiritually,
l‘hdlg sympathy and aid soothed his sor-
rows and contributed materia'ly to his com-
fort in his declining years, |

A poinful ‘division oceurred in 1828, by
which the good mun was sorely tried. Ro-
bert Davis, who'had been some yéars pastor
of the church at Lunenburgh, removed to
Halifax, and united wigh Mr, Burtop, whose
strength wus theo failing, in tyking cbarge of
hia imaroys flock,
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a similar claim,

. & iy m mm,’m‘
ittes of investigation 80d advice was| chil

appointed, « The Committee stated that  af-
ter obtaining all the information in their
power thcy were unanimously of opinion that
Mr, Burton and those that adhered to him
were the old or First Buptist Church, and
that those who had left the church with Mr.
Davis were to be considered as a disaflected
and disorderly body who bad reparated them-
selves from the church.” o~

This was a great affliction,  In 1827, the
pumber of members was, 250, No returns
were sent the next year, but in 1829 the*
Minutes report a reduction of more than one-
half, the number then being 120, But the
yastor’s heart was relieved. and comforted,

aring the two following years most of those
who had ungratefully and unkindly deserted
him returned to daty, acknowledged thieir of-
fences, nd were restored o fellowship. This
happy event is thus referred to in the Mia.
utes of the Association :—

“ It is a watter of heartlelt joy to learn,
from the letter of thislong established chureh
that the troublcs and dissensions which have
so long sbaken it, have at length come to a
happy close. A large number of the seceding
members, whose minds had been unhappily
misled and esfranged from their pious and
worthy Pastor, the Venerable Brother Bur-
ton, have lately returned to the bosom ot the
churck and to their faithful end affectionat:
shepherd, who, we may truly say, is nearly
worn out in his unceasing labours for the col-
oured br:thren at Halifax. BSuch a reconcili-
ation, among those who had long
together in harmony, as children of one Fath-
er, was necessarily attended with the most
lively emotions of joy; and we trust and be-
lieve, that the consequences will be, a closer
union to their ’astor and each other, as well
as to the Lord of lile and love.”

Another storm burst upoa the aged man’s

B, ]

travelled |

head in 1832, The church was again thrown
into disorder * by the influence of desigfing
men,” and, gpe hundred and forty-five mem-
bers were separated from its commuuion.
Next year some of them * returned with deeo
sorrow ;” but the church was “ much dimin-
ished,” and their pastor was “labouring under
the infirmities of-age, and unable regularly
to officiate in the ministerial office,”

Mr. Burton's persomal afflictions were hea-

vy and long-continued. His wife, who died in
1827, was blind for many years, and other-
wise helpless, His straitened circumstances
(lor the church cousisted almost entirely of
poor persons, many of whom nceded help for
themselves) exposed him to much privation.
But he endured all with exemplary meekness
aud patience, Mr. Nutter remarks :—* The
people connected with him were genefally
very poor. He visited the United States, and
collected money to build a meeting house and
a pastor’s dwelling house ; both of which he
oceupied until he died, Brother Burton had
but a small salary, When I knew him, he
had nothing to depend upon, but collections
taken on the Sabgath, ‘after sermon, These
werg but a pittacce to support a family, but
the good man was a great economist, and as
he knew ‘every Monday morning, how much
he had for his week’s supply, as the ¢!d saw
says, *He cat his coat according to the eloth !
Some benevolent friends, in Halifax, knowin
his dependant e¢ircumstances, would give or
send b{m a present of money, or, other things,
Of this number, and one of the most constant.
and liberal, was our beloved. but lately des
parted brother, Ferguson, although at that
time not a Baptist,”
__During the last few years of his life Mr,
Burton suffered from frequent attacks of jll,
pess. Many ‘“wearisome nights” were aup-
pointed him, It was his privilege, however,
to enjoy the blessedness of fellowship with
God, and he was enabled to bear his trials with
the cubmission which true faith jnspires,

I transcribe trom the Christian Messenger
of Web, 16th, T888 the following account of
the closing scene ;—** Often when qaestioned
as to his health, he would answer, * It is all
well'; and no one approached him, even in
his sever st illness, that he did not seem to

ke |forget. his pains, in his efforts to press upon

them the great traths of the gospel, During
the last few days of his lite, when unable to
utter more, he would say, as he pressed the
hapds of his ehristian friends ,.hpmn
“ Look to Jesus, Look to Jesus.' Two nigh
before his death be called two of his
ildrea, who were atteading him, to his bed-
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side, and tenderly bade them farewell, adding,
according to his invariable custom, an affeo-
tionate exhortation to seck the salvation of
God. He then turned peacefully from them
and said, * I am going to my Heavenly Fath.
er, and to thousands and thousands of angels,'
and then added, ¢ and to Mrs. Burton,’ which
was the manner in which he always spoke of
his deceased partner, with whom he had ror.
rowed and rejoiced through a long life of toil
and suffering, which for Christ's sake they had
endured together; whom, for the last years
of her life, when deprived of health and sight,
he had nursed and cherished with more than
a husband's care, and who, just elcven yeurs
before the day of his own death, had been
taken to her heavenly rest. During the last
few hours “of “his life he entured gredt pain
and was unable to say much, and oftefi even
to speak, but his closing moments were those
of perfect peace, and "he expired withouta
groan at eight o'clock in the evening cf the
Gth fnst.” : a4

His character'was sketched by Mr, Man-
ning nearly twelve years before hisdeath. He
had been then very ill for thice weeks, On
hearing ot his s'ckness, Mr, Manning wrote
thus in his Jourpal (April 16th, 1826) :—« 1
dread to hear of the old man’s departure, but
rejoice in the belief that all will be well with-
him after death, I bless the Lord that T was

ever acquainted with him, He has been &

blessing to we in various ways and at differ-
ent times. He was a man of piety of the
first rate—of ministerial zeal and abilities—
of a condescending disposition—an honest
man himself, and unsuspecting, on which ae-
count he was often imposed upon; but still
he hath maintained the character of the truly
picus, humble, saffering minister of Jesus
Christ to the pres-nt, This character will be
given him by the Governor, and all who know
him, and he will Jong live in' the affections of
the pious of a!l denominatishs, and especially
among whom God hath wade him eminently
useful™ "

Mr. Nutter says,—* Brother Burton was
just the man to have the eare and mapage-
ment of this class of people, There is some-
thing peculiar in them, and there was some-
thing in“the preacher which qualified him to
deal with them. Brother B, was a King
among them, and they rendered unto Cgesar
the things which were Ceaesar’s, He 1eigned
with undisputed sway amongst them. {le
said come, and they came, go and they went,
do this, and they did it; but if he wasa
king, he was a fatherly king ; for in his
government, he united the mildness and
eondescension of a father with the severity
of the sovereign, Father Barton used to
exercise the office of the magistrate in con-
nection with that of a pastor. He cited de-
linquent persons before him, heard the wit-
nesses, and without any jury, he gave his
judgment against the evil doer. 'l%.;is was
done not-only with the members of*his church
but with others, and all submitted to his de-
cision. 1 heard it said in Halifax, that the
justices and even the Governor of the Province
acquiesced in Mr, Burton's decisions, and let
him deal as he thougnt proper, with this class
of her Majesty’s subjects, and they were wise
in so do'ng."” .

“ Though our brother labored and associa-
ted with the lowly, he was, in his dress and
general appearance, neat dnd respectable. I
his intercourse with men he was very polite;
and was much respected by pcople of ull elass..
es and denominations, 4

“ Brother Barton was & very temperate: -

man. ke was a Nagarite. He would neith.
er drink wine nor strong drink, although the
temperance cause had not at that time come
into being, I attended a wedding in Halifax,
where our respected friend officiated, Adter
the ceremony, cakes and wine were handed
round, to the guests,. He took of the cake

but left the wine, The very smiling and
smooth tongued young lady, who brought it,.
said, “ Mr, %lurton do take a glass of wine.”
But he objected, and said, * Miss, please to
exouse me, L have no eccasion for-wine,” Bug
she still lingered and pressed him, * Qh,
Mr. B, do take. it, it won's hugh you, L am.
sure.”  He replied, ** porhaps wot, Miss ; nor-
do I think it will do me sny goed.” * Oh/

said she, ** you kuow Paul  zecommended it
to Timothy” "¢ Yes,” said eur friend, * b
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deal of water. Besides, ik was for his




