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October 8, 1862.) 

Letter from New Zealand. 

A letter from Mr. Levi W. Eaton of Aukland, manity shudder. 

Now Zcaland, formerly of Pugwash, gives us 

she sad intelligence contained in the followi
ng 

notice :— 

The Schooner Pole
 Star, 

Correspondence, 
BN
 WW WW 

For the Christian Messenger. 

« Aukland, July 7th, 1862. 

Capt. George Eaton, e . 
24th vear of his age, eldest son of Levi | the control of it, but let us not be so unjustly | 

ee ——— — tibet ei —— a me 

this nuisance, from travelling the road, to attend | 

the religious meetings aliuded to. Several 

times this summer have the public been thus de- 

prived of the right use of the road, for which we 

have only in return the many fights and drunk- 

enness and other obscenities which make hu- 

Will our Legislators please 

attend to their duties, as guardians of our roads, | 

and pass an Act which will prevent them from 

ever being used for such purposes. If horse 

racing is for the country’s good, let them pur- 

chase a piece of ground, giving the government 

| 
| 

in the 

W. Eaton late of Pugwash, Nova Scotia, sailed 
deprived of our public thoroughfares. 

from this Port on the 30th dd¥ of April last for 

Napier, and has not since been heard
 of. All 

hopes of his safety 18 despaired of ; with a crew 

of five men and eleven passengers. He has 

left a sorrowing widow and o
ne son, father, 

brother, mother and sister to mourn
 his loss.— 

Wesleyan please copy.” 

Mr. Eaton also gives a few other items, as fol- 

lows :— 

«DEAR BROTHER SELDEN, — I receive the! that no action relating toa Revision of * the 

Messenger regularly and a welcome messenger | Articles” was take
n at any of the Associations. 

+ isto rse. 1 did intend to have given you | 

some more aceount of this far off
 land, but must 

deter it to 80 
time, as my grief i

s such 

at present th 

i gone and 

is one of those providences that we cannot 
ac- 

count for, which makes it so much more 
paitul. $ 

We sorrow not as those that have nohope, he it is the result of want of thought upon the sub- 

was sober and steady, and almost his last act 1 | je
ct, and of a careful examination of its claims. 

his own house, the morning he left home, was to | Now eve
ry Baptist Church has, or ought to have | 

a great deal to do with its Articles of Faith, and kneel and pray with his dear wife and little son
. 

God knows all abgut it, and we know he does | ° 

all things right, however dark and mysterious | | 

they may be to us. The port (Napier)-on this | ter of indifference whether or no they are as 

coast is about 400 miles distant from this place. perfect as they might be. 

About fifty hours after he left here a vessel was 

seen bottom up in about the position he would 
be in and we now have no doubf™but it was his prevented a consideration of this subject at our 

He had sailed Master of her for aboat | Anniversaries. It this be the case, the question 

five months, had made five voyages in her and | sssumes a still more serious form, and on
e must 

go_about a discussion of it with great care. In 

the first place, the advocate of a change subjects 

vessel. 

had been the most successtul man that ever 

ailed out of this port and had gained for him- 

self a reputation that no other man ever did 

DEAR BROTHER,— 

ference or of decided hostility to such a move- | 

write much.” * I fear he | ment. If.the former, it arises, I suppose, oi] 

OW nothing about it, but sup-| a belief that it is not a matter of very great im- 

pose it will remain a mystery through time. It portance, and that “ the present version: bee 

BiLpAbp. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Our “‘ Articles ” again. 

I have just examindd the Minutes, and find | 

{ 

learn from this that there is a feeling of indif- | 

wers the purpose well enough ; in other words, 

ts Covenant, and therefore it cannot be a mat- 

But then, a feeling of real opposition may have 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
WTR — 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Reminiscenses. 

DEAR EpiTOR,— 

. May I ask the favour of the insertion of this 

short reminiscense in your, esteemed paper ;, at 

the time of the departure of my revered parents, 

we had not the advantage of a religious periodi- 

cal wherein to insert the Obituaries of the day, 

and since we have enjoyed the privilege I have 

neglected that duty, hoping some more ex- 
. .  . . . \ 

perienced relation or friend might have supplied } 
that need. I however regret that my means for | 

more full information are so imperfect. 
| 

Yours truly, 
SimoN Fire 

A BRIEF MEMOIR OF THE LATE SIMON Firc
u, 

ESQUIRE, AND BATHSHEBA HIS WIFE, 

Whose demise took place within a few days of
 

each other, viz.: my mother, Nov. 12th, 
1824, 

and my father the 21st of the same i
onth.— 

They were both descendants of English families
 ; 

my father’s ancestor, the Rev. James Fi
tch, was 

born in Essex and emigrated to America, 
and 

closed his life and labours in the Township of 

Lebanon, Conneticut, and was much ce
lebrated 

as a faithful minister of the Gospel, of the
 Pres- 

byterian order, as the epitaph upon his tomb 

stone shews, which 1 had the gratification 
to sce 

in 1824. 1 also procured a cronological list of our 

ancestry and family down to the present 
period. 

My father was born in the township of Le- 

benon, Connecticut, and emigrated to this 
coun- 

try a little before the American Revolutionary 

War, with his father, the late EbEnezer Fitch 

and family. They resided for some years in Corn- 

wallis, where he married Bathsheba, daughter 

of the late Deacon Huntington, of happy memo- 

ry. He finally settled in Horton where 
he antl 

his companion spent the remainder of «their 

days in peace and quietness, they werg both from
 _ 

infancy brought up strict Presbyte
rians and con- 

tinued so, in faith and practice, until about the
 

time Mr. Henry Alline itenerated through the 

country. My father was. awakened under his 

powerful appeals to the unconverted, and being 

that came to this place, but poor boy he is gone | himself to the danger of being
 regarded as a 

no more to return, you will please insert his| heretic. 'I'ospeak disparagingly of the Articles, 

loss in the Messenger as he had many friends in 

Nova Scotia that “will then hear of it. s 

Yours in the best of bonds, » 
Levi W. EaTox. 

-— — —— 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Light and Darkness. 

Mr. EpiTOR,— 

Since the days of Job, there has ever been a 

struggle for the supremacy between the sons of 

God, and the followers of Satan. Although 

that was several thousand years ago, yet the 

contest now seems as warmly pursued as in the 

days of Job. 
LiGgur. 

On the 25th of September, 1862, agreeable 

to notice given in your paper, a Convention was 

held in the Baptist Meeting House at Windsor. 

The Sunday School scholars of Windsor, and the 

adjoining Township with a number of other 

scholars and teachers were in attendance. 

After the exercises of the children bad gone 

through, which were very creditable to teachers 

and children, a number of resolutions were 

adopted, accompanied with eloquent and very 
impressive speeches respecting the usefulness 

of such schools, shewing them to be only second 

to the preaching of the gospel, for the conver- 

sion of sinners. An Essay was read by the 

Rev. Mr. Freeman, which was well received. 

Speeches too were warmly and eloquently de- 
livered, showing they had the subject fully at 

heart. Rev. J. L. Murdoch opened the meeting 
with prayer, the Rev. D. M. Welton presided as 
Chairman. Mr. William Sabine read, and con- ton Brown, commonly called the New Hamp- 

ducted the examination of the scholars. He is 

convinced the foundation he réfted upon for t
he 

| hope of salvation was insecure and that me
re 

morality could not save a soul, he sought that 

salvation through the atonement of a crucified 

| fect are. 

itself to a cautious mind when they are alluded 

to in any other than the highest terms of com- 

mendation. . 

ers that 1 am “ sound in the faith,” and yet de- 

yet, have much to contend against. 

now been in use for some time. Our * fathers” 

| 
| 

the tablet of their memory as well as of their] 

heart ; and they, have;been appealed to in 50 | 

many disputes, that we liave at last come to re- 

gard them as almost inspired, and it seems hke 

sacrilege to think of altering them. 

I am not thoroughly posted in the history of | 

this document. I believe it is the only one of 

the kind that we, in this Province, have ever 

used ; and 1 have been told that it wasimported 

from some part of New England... It has cer- 

tainly served an excellent purpose, and done a | 

great deal of good, but I am sure no thoughtful 

person would urge any, or all of these as sufficient 

reasons for perpetuating it intact. Some, how- 

is no possibility of making any real improvement | 

in it. I confess I am of a different opinion, I 

gladly admit that it contains much that is good, | 

shire Articles, and if he is not convinced that 

an active teacher in the Sunday Schoo), and on | 50™¢ profitable alterations might be made in it, 

this occasion showed himself to be a powerful I will consent to remain silent upon the subject 

advocate of Sunday Schools. 

DARKNESS. 

Only a few rods distant, and at the same time 

henceforth forever. 

The question then resolves itself into this, Can 

no important amendment be made in * Our 

,| Articles ?” and if there can, Why should it not 

a great concourse of people had assembled to|be done? 

witness a horse race. 
from Halifax, the other belonging to Windsor 

One horse and party were Should no one be disposed to take any farther 

.| notice of the subject, I shall still have one source 

Both parties were highly excited with the hopes | of gratification, arising from the thought that 
of winning, and with a certain quantity of a stimu -! the cause in which I have volunteered is a just 

- much used on such occasions. The Halifax | one, the work I have advocated is good and ne- 
ag won the race, the stakes were, 1 learn, | cessary, and time will do more toward its accom~ 

ty pounds a side. The private bets were |plishment than anything else. 
any and large. 
Sequence their families must suffer, 

Some lost their all, and in con- 1 therefore cheerfully once more subscribe 

The fruits | myself 
of horse racing are very many, to begin — 
drunkeness is the first which prepares the way for 
all the rest, lying, deception, fighting, swearing, 
and everything bad, gambling with dice, &c. &e. 

Our roads here are prostituted to the purposes 

A Barrist PASTOR. - 

of a race course. Your city will not allow it, 
and we would like it much if they were pre- 
Veated here. Several ladies were prevented, by | Ep, C.M] 

: « : : : | times } arially d »d) but seceme 

and little, if anything, that is evil; but let any | snl 5 deen P priest y : ri om Soma
 

candid man compare it with the work of J. New-| drew his last breath, when we trust he entered 

into the joy of bis Lord. 

[We may inform “ a Baptist Pastor” and the | 
Pastors and members of churches generally, that | some family affairs. 

in consequence of the ** Articles of the Faith 

Saviour. Thus through the teaching of the 

Holy Spirit he was brought to renounce his 

unless for the purpose of bringing the doctiines|g)se hope, and
 clearer “light brealhg into [is 

they teach into dispute, has been a thing so rare, | min
d, he was led to embrace the way of Salva- 

that this is almost the first thought that suggests tion through the merits of a crucified Redeemer, 

and enjoying the love of the Saviour which 

cheered him in all his walk through life. 

experiencing what he considered vital religion, 

heiseems to have felt a desire to runin the ways 

But should I succeed in convincing your read- | of God's Commandments and enquired with 

the Apostle, * Lord what wilt thou have me to 

uf : A : do 2” The response seemed to be “ Arise and 

clare my belief that there wight be aa improve- | yo haptized.” xact 

ment in our “ Articles and Covenant,” I would | baptism, but am inclined to think it was about 

They have | the year 1890, and ring 

try of the Rev. Mr. Pearsons, a faithful minister 

x : . of the Gospel from Yorkshire, England, who la- 

loved and revered, if they did not introduce, boured for some considerable time in the Bap- 

them. Our present ministers and churches are! tist Church in Horton. My father was contem- 

greatly attached to them; they are engraven on | porary with those pious, good, useful men in the 

After 

have not the exact date of his 

robably during the minis- 

Church, Deacons Benjamin Kinsman, Peter 

Bishop, Ezra Reed, Daniel Lockhart, with many
 

others of the like stamp for usefulness in the 

Church, and uniform upright conduct in all 

their relations with their fellow men. These 

all, having faithfully servéd in their day and 

seneration, have gone to their eternal rest. My 

father was always forward and willing 
in any 

| engagement or good cause, to the extent of lus 

power to do his part. His house was ever open 

and free to entertain the minisiers and ser» ants 

of the Lord, and he thought it a privilege to do 

so, he was one of the kindest of parents and his 

children loved and revered him, he statedly kept 

up the worship of God in his family, both morn- 

ing and evening, offering the tribute of prayer 
Thus he continued through life to 

5" ) On the 

ever, may contend that it is so well written there | day of his death, which was the Sabbath, he was 

and praise. 

manifest the true christian character. 

visited by Deacon Dauiel Lockhart ; they had 

sweet converse together in matters pertaining 

to'the Kingdom during his lucid hours, (for at 

| My mother possessed a kind and amiable dis- 
position naturally, and manifested the traits of 

‘the true christian character in all her deport- 

ment. She was baptized by the Rev. T. S. 

Harding, soon after he became Pastor of the 
' Baptist Church in Horton. She was exemplary 

'in her family, the Bible was her constant com- 
| panion, the contents of which she consulted 

every day statedly. She brought up her chil- 
dren in the fear of the Lord, catechised and en- 

‘deavoured to instil into their young minds true 
| christian principles. Meek, and retiring in her 
| 

' deportment, the surrounding poor could best 

 eulogize and appreciate her generous and unos- 
tentatious acts. She was taken ill in Novem- 

ber, 1824. On hearing of her illness 1 went in 

company with Mr. Harding to sez her, we found 
her patient and apparently resigned to her 

heavenly Father's will. On being requested to 

pray he asked, *“ What shall I pray for 7” She 

responded with a degree of energy, That 1 

may be prepared for the kingdom of Heaven.” 

away “ above the clouds of even.” 

The next day while she lay in apparently a calm 
‘and composed state she gave directions about 

Shortly after one of the 
attendants went into her room to see how she 

and Practise of the Baptist Churches in Nova | ¥a% when, to the astonishment of all, ber spirit 
Scotia,” being out of print, we are preparing a" 

h d A Methodist minister, who was present at 

New Edition. Theywill be ready in a few days. her funeral said that her departure oh like a 

529 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Revelations xxii. 9. 

IR. Epitor,— 

A writer in the Messenger of the 24th, 

+ Shou'd-like-to-know ” thie true meaning of the 

assage he quotes from Rev. xxii. 9, and raises 

he enquiry whether the “ being here speaking 

* neant to convey the idea” “that he was either 

+n angel or a departed spirit.” 

To answer. this implie¢ that we have a scrip- 

tural idea of what angels are ; what they are to 

us; and what the spiri's of the just made per- 

Our sources of information on these 

subjects are the scriptures, and the rational ex- 

| ercise and consciousness of the human mind on 

what is revealed. 

On this, as on other doctrines, we must go to 

the divine book, with our minds free from our 

own worldly human speculations and opinions, 

and draw our conclusions trom the obvious 

mearing of scripture. And doing this, I see no 

reason why we should not admit the explanation 

of the angel in its plain and obvious meaning 

that he was * the fellow-servant of the apostle” 

and of “his brethren the prophets,” “and of 

them which keep the sayings of this book,”—and 

believing this revelation, deduce from it as a just 

and necessary conclusion, that the spirits of the 

just made perfect, when absent from the 
flesh, 

and with their spiritual bodies, which the apostle 

says we have, (1 Cor. xv. 4 4,) are angels,—the 

heavenly . messengers — our: guardian_angels.” 

Such scriptural and rational teaching comes 

home to the human heart with peculiar emphasis. 

To think that man can claim kindred with 

angels, and that the language of the Poet is like- 

wise the language of truth,— 

“ Angels are men in lighter habit clad.” 

and 
«Men are angels loaded for an hour.” 

The scriptures and our consciousness 
assure 

us that we are continually surrounded by good 

or evil spirits, that the good are our guardian 

angels,—and that as we voluntarily gield to the 

suggestions and influences of the one or the 

other, is our weal or our woe. 

The scriptures expressly teach the nearness 

to us of these heavenly visitants. 

«The angel of the Lord encampeth about t
hem that 

- fear Him.” 
«He shail give His angels charge over thee to

 keep 

thee in all thy ways.” 

“ Angels rejoice over one sinner that repentet
h.” 

But what are angels who thus sympathise 

with us in our flesh, and who administered 
also 

to our Saviour. in his suffering bumanity, when 

tried and tempted in all pcints as we are, but 

without sin. 

It would take a larger space to adduce fully 

the scriptural evidence and illustration of thi
s. 

A suggestive remark is all that this notice can 

give. Angels are men in spiritual bodies who 

once lived on this earth : the good angels are 

the spirits of just men made perfect in heaven, 

—as maybe naturally inferred ‘from Rev. xxii. 

10. Angels were always seen as men through- 

Abraham saw three angels 

Lot and 
out the scriptures. 

as three men in the plains of Mare. 

Jacob, and Gideon and Manoah saw angels as 

men. The two angels which were seen at the 

sepulchre of the Lord are expressly called 

“ young men.” Moses and Elias were seen at 

the transfiguration with Jesus as men. 

When we think of angels, we should think
 of 

them as men. It is in-agreement with scripture 

evidence throughout, and it is in agreement 

with our higher rational perceptions. 

I must, however, hastily conclude, and leave 

ansaid much that might be added in proof of 

the truth indicated, and<practical application of 

this bible doctrine. 
DiscrruLus, 

Wolfville. 

Religious Yutelhgence. 
She wr EN we NTN TNE Ne 

Baptists IN AMERICA.—The American Bap- 

tist Almanac for 1863 sums up the total of 
Regular Baptists as follows : \ 

In the United States— 
Associations, = = + = = 588 

Churches, - = - = + = 12,648 

Ordained ministers, - - 8,018 

Members, - - - - = -1,037,576 

In the British Provinces and West India Islands 

are: 
Associations, - = =~ =~ ~ V - 

Churches, - = - = = = 714 

Ministers, - = - = = - 463 

Members, - - = - = = 71,767 

Other denominations that practice immersion 

are computed as follows : 

Anti-Mission Baptists, - - . 60,000 

Free-will Baptists, - - - ~ 58,055 

Six-Principle Baptists, - - 3,000 

Seventh Day Baptists, - - - 6,686 

Winebrenarians, - = - =- 14,000 

Campbellites, = =~ - - - 850,000 

1 

translation. “The memory of the just is bleseed.” Tunkers, = » = = « - « 8,200 
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