Tesseny

3
J -
4 \|
A - REPOSITORY OF AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.
. * . . i . 0 Sy
ul in business ¢ ferhent m spunt,
VoVt N, 11.§ HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 1867. Vou. RRVE.c.-No. 1.
. , tl' - the fall ; for she observed that he seldom went | ages past has seldom seen men of more conse- | willing that they should be disappointed, and
(ﬁﬂt D, on his missions yithout having such exercises cration to God, more self-denial, love of souls | determined to preach, though unable to rise
oo e i e | of mind. and faithfalness to Christ, than the old Nova | from his ecouch. It was.an affecting scene.
For the Christian Messenger. « He proceeded to St. Andrews, and com- Seotis ministers—who are properly called the | Resting his arm on the pillow, he :ddressed
menced viziting and preaching in the various| fathers of our churches. - the congregation from Ruth i. 16,17. He
The People who ¢ whited for the!preaching stations he had occupied tWenty-six| - * At the time of father Ansley’s last visit | felt that it would be his last sermon, and he
Book.”* years belore, and at that time there was onlyone | a bledsed revival commenced all over the|spake with the solemnity and . earnestness
' Baptist church, and no Baptist minister in all | country. ~ On the second Sabbath spent with | which that impression produced. The people
Long hac. they roamed o'er Burmah's hills, Charlotte County. Soon after father Ansley’s | the people he baptized the writer and a num- | were deeply moved.
A people rude and wild, - | first visit, in 1804, churches were formed at|ber more. The Sabbath following, about ten During the greater part of his sickness Mr.
Lone wanderers in the pleasant land, St. David's, St. Andrew’s Bay Side, and St.| were baptized, The work spread. Numbers | Ansley was in a state of lethargy or de irium.
_That but for them had smiled ; George, by elders Case and Hale, from the professed rcligion in the parishes of Penfield, | In his lucid intervals he expressed his joy im
Ere et e e l::;d it (;“ i3 spores, United States. But these churches had all|St. George, and the Bay Side 8t Andrews. | the gospel, and said that it was ti'é support
A - Lk ; lost their. visibility, for want of stated minis-| At the latter place [ witnessed an occurrence | of his soul in the ‘prospect of death. Mr.
They waited lone with weary heart, ters. The church in St. George, however, |of much interest. It was the last time I saw | Robinson says—* I visited him, and wished
They waited long, sad years, had been revived by clder Duncan Dunbar, | father Ansley perform the ordinance of bap-|to remaim for a time, but he would uot con-
For Jight to shine from distant lands, = who remained its pastor for some ycars. Kl-| tism, After’boptiz ng a number of persons, | sent, desiring * me ‘to go and fill the appoint-
And shed its beams on theirs ; der Dunbar is now,- and has been for many | he looked attentively among the crowd along | ments he had made. "When he took Teave of
Dreaming that when the white man came years pastor of the MeDougal St. Bapist | the banks, and then called aloud ¢ Is brother | me he sat up in his bed and gave me a solemn
His words would soothe their caves. Chareh, New York. ' | Thompson present” A response was heard | charge about preaching the gospel. He spoke
And when a white sail gleamed from fan, “ Not one Baptist meeting Was regularly | amon s the people, *I am coming’; and ajof some of the great doctrines of grace, and
Thev watched with anxious gaze, kept up in all the vounty when Elder Ansley | man pale and supported by crutches, approach- | said ¢ Preach them : man, will oppose, but
While hope breathed softly to their hearts, commenced his labors in 1830. All wasa|ed the ‘administrator. God will approve.” I left, but a messenger
And told of happier days, moral waste and the pecple of God wers scat-|  Father Ansley said to me, “you will have | soon followed, with tidings of his death.”
When counsels from the Book Divine tered like sheep without a shepherd. But|to come in the water and assist me. *No/| His remains were deposited in the burying-
Should guide them through lite’s maze. mauy had been praying to God that he would | said the candidaté, ¢ I am able to go myself.’| ground on Mr. Russell’s farm. Mr. Robin-
B bio vad reachelt (hetp shidy | remember his cause, and turn again the cap-| And so they proceeded -into the water—the |gon preached on the occasion from Rev. xiv.
"X . s, S i eir shores, | ivity of his people. Few men in modern|aged man finishing his work on earth—and |13.
nd many a pale face came, : ; : g ~ . . .
But still their earnest asking look times are better prapared to enter on such a|his companion, not yet recovéred from a| When the news reached Bridgetown, it was
Met no kind answering beam ; don ficld as that zealous servant of Christ was. lengthened illness. - The g:erson whose baptism | resolved to request T. 8. Harding to visit the
And hope’s faint light above their path «The news of his arrival soon spread |l am describing was the Rev. A.“D. Thomson, | church and preach their pastor’s funeral ser-
Had almost ceased to gleam. tarough all that extensive country. Every | who is known to all the churcles as a midis- | mon. He complied with the request. The
g, Rhéeé one when he met his neighbour spoke about|ter of Christ, honoured of God in winning|sermon was preached on Lord’s-day, Jan. 1,
e - S His works, . - ‘| he minister he had seen cr heard of. He|souls.” | 1832. The text was lsaiah xxv. 8. The
= - 0:: ;:): w:ar:;;: a?ting Ty preached almost every day to numbers of at-| Brother Thomson Jhas given me some ad- | preacher was in one of his best frames, and
Was working in his might ; tentive hearers. A few mionths previous to |ditional particulars. * My own case,” he ob- | was listened, to with most solemn attention.
And when u,e""appo;med‘time had come, this time I had come from New York to visit|serves, * was somewhat peculiar. 1 had ex-|Many tears were shed. Many holy resdlu-
He sent the glorious light. friends and old aequaintances who had emi- | perienced faith in God's merey a few years be- | tions were formed. Much sympathy with the
: grated from the North of Ireland and formed | fore brother Ansley’s two latter visits, and had | bereaved widow and tamily was felt and ex-
He sent at last Ilis chosen ones, a large settlement. exercised in prayer and exhortation, and God | pressed. - -
ThTa:wB(]de Sc‘;id ;(° be”'“k " Assisted by others I bad been holding mect- | was pleased to own the means employed to the | The Memoiy of Mr. Ansley, in the Maoga-
Its ::.3:: v '-m;,n e e , ings, and was beginning to be known among salvation of precious souls. A number of | zine, comtains an interesting sketch of his
ss joys might share ; . s & : 85 ! Sl
And those who * waited for the Book.” the people, when father Ansley came in tie | my scholars were converted, and some of those | character, opinions, and babits. I will gwe
Now read its coungels rare. : neighbourhood. My prejudice was strong|were the first to obey the commands of the | you some extracts.
against the Baptists, and of course I did not|{Lord. s ’ «The place in which he appeared in the
Frcm hill and vale, from jungle wild, go to his meetings. But he came to see me,| Brother Ansley was passing my schoo!- | most interesting light was the pulpit. There,
.. From forest depths arise, accompanied by brother DeWolf, formerly | house on horseback. I went out, atd in con- | at times when his soul was under a divine io-
lh.}’,‘m‘""'"‘“‘g! sad thf(; SYSRIAG Prazess from Nova Scotia, but then living in that|vorsation related my previous réligious exer- | fluence, no-person could bebold him apd hear
. O ehedofet ’h'f,f;:g";lfg TR country. On their way they catled at a house| cises. - Coming to a close, he in & manner pe- | the sound of hie voice with apathy or indiffer-
That leads them to the skies. y to rest when father, Ansley burst into tears. | culiar to himself raised his hands lifted his|ence. Although his natural talents were not
' Mauvpe. | The woman of the house a pious person, on | eyes towards heaven, saying, * Brothér Thom- | above medioerity, and his education was
Charlotte Town, P. E. L# " | hearing hé was a minister, was overjoyed, and | son, the Lord has raised you up to go in and | limited, yet there were moments in his preach-,
March, 1862, also wept aloud. In her native country trav- | out before this people’ Thirty ycars have|ing when the lofty tone of his eloquence, the
¥ : elling ministers frequently stopped at her|now passed away, and the facts or results|scriptural simplicity of his illustrations, and
‘7\-l|th§ Karens, with beautiful propriety, are oft- | house and preached the Gospel, and now, at|have fully borne testimony to the declaration. | the style of his address, were apostolically
— __ | ber home in the new world, this was like an| « I'needed much humbling to submit fully | sublime and powertul. Hig patriarchal form,
X === |angel's visit. Neither the aged minister norito the Saviour's easy yoke, My hesvenly | the propriety of his gesture, and the peculiar
nUha 5 (ot @hnuh §Iﬁmm,‘ the woman know each others history or creed. | Father laid me on a sick bed for three months, | expression of his countenance, gave more
A A I 5 T e A AR IR o When speaking of the circumstance he said, | where my sufferings had reduced me almost | than ordinary weight to the heaven-bora
| ¢ I felt that God was in the place, and these| to a skeleton. In these bumiliating circum- | truths that dropped like mapna from his lips.
¥or the Christian Messenger. .| words came to my mind— stances [ was put in a waggon, conveyed to When he attempted to preach under a depres-
WY . ¢ Here will I raise my gracious throne, the water, led down to the liquid grave on|sion ot s irit, or when his mind was not par-
The Baphstsu of Nova Scotia. And reign for ever, 3mﬁ.me Lord. crutches, and there immersed qin theg pame of t.icu:larlypquiekened, there was nothing very
Periop VI b « On visiting my house he told me who he} kie Holy Trinity. My doctor pronounced me pleasing or profitable in his discourscs.  This
Prom A. D. 1828 to A. D, 1838, was and how he came to be in the place,|a dead man ; but I yet sarvive and he is Do | may be attributed to two causes—wani of -
oy and asked me to rclate experience, and | more in this world. - Moreover, my baptism |intellectual resources, and a constitutional
LETTER LIIL, how I came to preagh, and also my views of | under those peculiur circumstances so affected | proneness to melancholy. But wheu the dews
WOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THOMAS ANSLEY—CON-|the doctrines of the gospel—which I did,|the minds of the spectators that some were | of divine were wateriog his soul, his.
. P, ' He preached to the people, and left, not ex- stricken as with an arrow from Jehovah, and | miad woul overleap every impediment, and,
! My Young Friend, pecting to see me ajgain, as he remarked that I have baptized one since who dated her|as one has observed, * take a.ﬂig.ht beyond his
¢ : Mr. Ansley visited New Brunswick io the|bhe would return to Nova Scotia in a few | awakening from that event.” contemporaries.’ Perhdps h}: isposition and
autumn of 1830. - Brother Robinson's ac- | weeks, But a few days after he came back.| I resume brother Robinson's narrative. | gifts did not so well adapt him to perform the
count of the visit is as fol'ows :— I was surprised and glad to see him. It was}* Father Ansley; decided to spend the winter uties of a pastor, as to be useful in the char-
“ After an absence of twenty.siX years|evening, and 1 uked& him to stop the night. |in this &r:;vinoe. The first arrangement was, | acter of an itinerant ovange:lut. The success
Father Ansley again visited Charlotte County. | He-would not sit down, he said, 4ntil he had | to go East two weeks, preaching, and making which attended his labours in the lattcr cupa-
It was then the writer first saw him’ and he|delivered his message. I had been troubling | appointments for me. I was to go West,|city inoontvet}ublgi proves that this was the
beard him relate how he was induged to visit |him, = When he prayed or preached he was|preaching and making appointments for him. sphere in which divine wisdom designed him
it at that time. He stated that he was out thinking about m¢, and about the destitation | And then we were again to meet, and make |to move. :
in his field in the month of September when |of that people; and God. he believed, design- | further arrangements. It was at the com-| * Whenhe was in the midst of a revivai,
of » letter was handed to him. It was from an{ed me to be a Baptist minister, and mencement of thess lubours that he received | preaching the gorpel of peace and administer-
/. aged brother in the above place, d«crﬂai:;ﬁ the gospel, through that country.. - And,’ the summons to go %o hic reward, He preach. |ing the ordinances of the New Testament, he
S the low, scattered state of the people of God |conticued he, * I went twenty-nine miles on|ed at St. Geeorge on Sabbath, Nov, 20, and appeared to be in_the, element in which his
i- there, and urging him to come once.more to|my way home, but felt that I must retarn|visited Mr, Stewart Seely's family, some of | soul took its higheet and holicst delight. At
' the field where 5od had so abandantly blessed | and deliver this m to you." He preach- whom were ill of typhus fever. He talked such times his conversation, his exercises, and
him. * When 1 had read the .letter, father | ed the following morning and left, after telling and prayed with the sick—three of whom even his eountenance, indicated the transport-
Ansley observed, *I felt a power aud. infla-|me that when 1 was ready he would come|died. He was taken sick on his way to St. |ing joy that filled his soul, and clearly evinced
- ence from God on my heart, so that I had to|trom Nova Scotia, to baptize me. My chunge“AndMl, but was able to continue the jour- th'g divine power that was resting upon .hu
” st down and weep for a length of time.} -He |of sentiments and connection ‘with the Bap- ney till lie arrived at Mr, James Russell’s, | mind, It was his delight to lead true believ-
safd, < [ felt at once the hand of God was|tists have so much to do with theso last visits | where he received unceasing care and atten.|ers into the baptismal waters, thereby con-
upon me, to go again to the field of my form-|of Mr, Ansley that I am obliged iin this ac.|tion from the family, as well as frow the ducting them into the visible kingdom of the
er labours, to look aiter the stray sheep,|ocount tw speak of myself more frequently | young converts in the place.” He suj eemer. In the administration of this
8. sad build up the tabernacle of Dayid which | than is desirable. The .effect of his ,f\i&fn{- that he had caught the fever at Mr. Seely’s. | bible-ordinance, when hundreds were asscm-
" had fallen down, - I returned to "ﬁf “house, | nees on my mind together with the spiit in | [t might have been so : this, however, is cer- | bled by the margin of some suitable stream,
7] sad meeting d:’ wife at the dtm' d in|which he labored and spoke, (he did not tain, that he had taken cold the day before he | it was delightfully interesting on a shining
ud tears, My dedr, I must go to New Bruns- |argue points) subsequent eventa explain. visited the family, through exposure fo the sabbath, to behold him descending into the
» wick : the hand of God is upon me, and y % “He returned home, but came the next|wet, and was therefore more likely to fall | water, and there addressing the multitude
. is me if I disobey.’'—Mrs. m , Wi | year to make a last visit, toll“%“bu work | under the influence of infection tha he other- | around him, %?:dngthoum passages
'ﬂ*%mmm.mmen nd's de: i::uﬁﬁdgotohhrewud. Alter alapse [ wise would have been. R TEREEERT Tofhigh prove thh MAORAE in which Christ was
jer told me that at this time for some nights she |of thirty years, L laok b'okmp this man,| A meeting had been tod at Mr. Rus- | baptized, and the mode practised by the
v awoke and heard his and praye \ no{m. m and the work they | sell’s, and the people assenibled, not knowir apostles. -
faw that he must go, although it was laté i “with the codviotion that the world for|of the preacher’s illness, He was very wn-| * In his doctrinal creed Mr. Ansley was
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