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A little while. 

A little while to toil along’ 

This weary, winding way, } 

And we shall j in the ransomed throng, 
And we sQall sing love's choral song, 

In yonder land of day. 

A little while for doubt and gloom, 

“= And feeble trust in God,’ 
And faith shall spread her eagle plume, 
The soul her palm and crown assume, 

Forever with the Lord. 

A little while to pour our love 
On fading forms of clay, 

To weep with tears of bitter grief, 

With anguish that hath norelief 
And death shall pass away. 

A little while to scatter smiles 
Like sunshine on eur way, 

With willing heart and kindly hand 
To help cach trembling, outcast band, 
To hope, to watch, and pray. 

A little while to do the work 
Our Master's hand hath given : 

Fast fleet away the hours of grace, 
Night alls upon eur dweliing-place, 

Short space to work for hizaver. 
4 

A little while to face the storm, 
And breast the angry billow, 

Aud Christ shall whisper, * Peace, be still,” 
And, ransomed by our Lords sweet will, 
His breast shall be our pillow. 

A little while! Take heed, my soul, 
These words of love and warning: 

That ere thou reach the appointed goal, 
Thou go to Christ and be made whole, 
And enter heaven's bright morning. 

Riscellanedus, 

To the Members of my Choir. 

AN ADDRESS 

- 

By the late Honorary Organist to the Baptist Church, 
Oldham. 

It has for some time past been my inten- 
tion to address this choir on the character of 
the work in which we are engaged, and on 
the necessary qualifications for it. The open. 
ing of our new chapel appears to me to be an 
appropriate opportunity for carrying that in- 
tention into practice. I have long suspected 
that the important nature of the duty which 
God in his providence has called us to dis 
charge, is not realised to anything like its full 
extent, and I am quite sure that the qualifi. 
cations for its performance ‘have been, if not 
eutirely overlooked, greatly underrated. 
The office we hold is an important one, be- 

cause of the nature of the service itself. 
Praise is a main element of worship, and can. 
not, any more than prayer, be offered accept. 
ably without the deepest reverence aud the 
most profound humility, It isa homage paid 
to God, a sacrifice laid at his feet, and it re- 
quires the exercise of the liveliest emotions 
of gratitude and love. 
The fact that this is a proffered service on 

our part, does not relieve us from the claims 
It makes upon our own personal and individual 
Worship ; the worshipper is not to be lost in 
the singer ; hymns were not written for music, 
but music for hymns; we are not required, 
We are not even permitted, to lose sight of 
our own devotions in ministering to the devo- 
tions of others ; indeed the one is necessary 
to the other, Tf it be true in an argument 
that we cannot convince unless we believe, 
itis equally true that we cannot prompt or 
Sustain the spirit of praise in others unless 
that spirit is deeply implanted in our own 
hearts, It is not the mere performance of 
music that constitutes true praise, for notes, 
owever exquisitely sung, fall discordantly on 

the ear of God, unless accompanied by the 
Sacrifice of an understanding and believin 
“art. Hence the necessity under which we 

are laid to keep the fires of ‘our own devotion 
Sonstantly aglow, lest in the effort to rekindle 
their dying embers, we exhaust the energies 
that ought te be reserved for fanning the 
flame the Church's praise. 

18 office is important in its relation to 
the Church. In olden time, the musical ser- 

importance of the office itself, but also indi- 
cates that the office having been created, and 
filled with competent and responsible servants, 
should henceforth be regarded as an institu- 
tion to which the Church might lpok, and look 
with confidence, for the discharge of the duty 
it had prescribed. 
We are appointed to this service, and the 

Church expects from us a faithful and obedi- 
ent fulfilment of it. We are bound to it b 
our allegiance to-the Church, and by virtue 
of that law which exacts from each member, 
not the exercis2z merely, but the consecration 
of his own peculiar gift. 

Our office is a responsible one. 2 
Ministers . tell us how greatly they find 

their hands strengthened by the judicious and 
skilful performances of the choir; and the 
congregation is dependent, in no ordinary de. 
gree, upon those who are charged with the ser- 

vice of song in the House of the Lord. The 
interpretation of every hymn we sing is prac- 
tically in our hands, and unless we interpret 
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do injustice to the spirit of the hymn, and 
lead the minds of those who bestow but little 
attention on this most important matter, seri- 
ously astray. " 

Dangerous from its prominence, from its 
exclusive character, and from its necessarily 
private arrangements. Its prominence courts 
observation and provokes.criticism ; its exclu- 
sive character excites envy; and the privacy 
and seclusion of its arrangements are a source 
of temptation to. its members, There is the 
danger, also, of a pride that seeks only, or 
principally, or at all, to display its own per- 

truly, we perform our work indifferently, we 

formances, and there is the danger of convert- 
ing the orchestra into an arena for the indul- 
gence of a disgraceful rivalry, 

Every one accepting an appointment of 
such a character should regard that aceeptanbe 
as an act of individual consecration ; not as a 
charge to be lightly undertaken, not as an oe- 
cupation to be mem x3 in as an -amasewment, 
requiring ne painstaking, no preparation, no 
study, no self-denial ; for all these are neces- 
sary ; but as a charge demanding the full 
exercise of our best endowments, the diligent 
use of our leisure, and, if need be, our mest 
patient, laborious, and constant service. 

I am thoroughly convinced that, unless we 
regard it in this light, viz., as an act of special 
consecration, we cannot do justice to it. If I 
am met with the obvious reply, that there aré 
other duties, as well as this, demanding a con- 
secration as complete, I must admit it at once ; 
but no two dutics are permitted to clash in- 
juriously one with the other, and we can readi- 
ly distinguish which hus the most pressing 
claims ; either we have or we have not, gifts 
specially appropriate to this service ; if we 
have not, then let us, by all means, seek some 

other sphere of usefulness (and there are 
plenty open), for in the Church there is a de- 
mand corresponding with every gift; and to 
just the extent to which we are con:cious of 
that gift, we are bourd to seek its employ- 
ment. If, on the other hand, we have gifts 
specially appropriate to this service, let them 
be laid, without hesitation, in all their com- 
pleteness, and with all the purity of an un. 
blemished offering, on the altar that sanetifieth 
the giver and the gift ; only thus can the sac- 
rifice rise ltke Abel's, and only thus can we 
escape the fearful and crushing reproof :— 
“ Ye brought that which was torn, and the 
lame, and the sick ; thus ye brought an offer. 
ing : should I accept this at your hand ? saith 
the Lord.” - » 
The qualifications for this office may be 

briefly stated. Of course there must be a 
good ear for musie, and a good voice—a voice 
not necessarily powerful, but sweet and true. 
This voice should be carefully cultivated and 
improved by practice. So also with the study 
of the music itself. Singers should be con- 
stantly practising themselves in reading (musi- 
cal notes), so as to be able to sing strange 
music af first sight. It is a very seriops and 

g | fatal error to suppose that what we call a 
practice night, should be spent in overcoming 
the technical difficulties of the tunes we sing. 
All this should be done at home, and then, 
when we meet for rehearsal, it should be a 
rehearsal properly so called, viz., a perfor- 
mance beforehand, to perfect ourselves in 
that which we have previously studied in 

whole,—to sing correctly and with effect. 
But there is more than ear, and voice, and 

study required; and that is an intelligent 
apprehension of the spirit of the words we 
sing. Without this, true interpretation is 
impossible. You all know what different 
meanings we can convey by the same words 
spoken in different ways; how much more, 
then, can the signification of the words we 
ging be varied, when there are many trained 

y | voices, all combining to produce the same ef- 
fect. There must, of course, be perfect 
agreement in the choir on this subject, else 
one voice, carelessly or ignorantly used, might 
destroy the meaning of an entire passage. 
This consideration leads me to the very obvi- 
ous remark, that meetings for rehearsal 
whensoever they may be held) should be regu- 
larly and punctually attended. Let no one 
of you think you can be absent from re- 
hearsal with impunity. In the first place, 
we are none of us so perfect as to be able to 
dispense with vractice ; and next, it is mani- 
‘estly unfair to the remainder of the choir to 
ntroduce a voice that has not undergone the 
same training, and has not been drilled by the 
same disciplive. One soldier in a whole regi- 
ment, marching out of step, not only destroys 
the beauty and completeness of every move. 
ment, but endangers the success of every 
evolution, J 

There is another qualification, too, which 
must not be overlooked, and that is, a right 
disposition. There must be the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is, in the sight 
of God, of great price. Any infusion of 
jealousy, any element of that conceit which 
is the truit of ignorance, can find no congenial 
abode with us, and is fatal to the success of 
our efforts. Nothing so surely destroys, first 
tbe peace, and next the usefulness of a choir, 

unkind and unfriendly feelings amongst its 
members. Every choir issecure from external 
attack (in itself ao inevitable annoyance) so 
long as there is union within; but no choir 
can live, after jealousy and envy have sown 
their mischievous and poisonous seed. If 
there be no higher ambition in any member 
than to sit in the seat of honour, or in the 
most conspicuous place, then the services of 
that member are contemptible. They are un- 
worthy the Church, they are a disgrace to 
the choir, and they dishonour God. Any 
eruption of this kind breaking out on the 
hitherto healthy constitution of the choir 
should be deait with like any other epidemic; 
the cause should be removed ; and, painful as’ 
that duty would be to me, I should not for 
one instant shrink from a prompt and 
vigorous discharge of it. After having tried 
expostulation in vain, I should expel without 
further delay, any and every one who refused 
to be governed by the rules of our little so- 
ciety, and whose presence, instead of being 
#n element of stability and a source of com. 
fort, endangered the peace of the community, 
and shook the very foundation of its useful- 
ness. 

I have alluded, in passing, tothe inevita- 
ole annoyance of external attack, in the 
shape of unfriendly criticism. This need 
never disturb our minds so long as we dis- 
charge our duty. If we do this; we shall 
have the satisfaction of feeling, that a duty 
discharged is a sacrifice accepted, with which 
only we who offer, and He who accepts, have 
anything to do; it will console us in many a 
disappointment, it will take the sting out of 
many a cruel speech, it will make the labour 
of our work a labour of love, and convert 
what would otherwise be an arduous and un- 
grateful task into a source of pleasure and & 
well-spring of perpetual delight. 

Lastly, let the motives to this work be 
pare, and the service will be blessed ; a de- 
lighted gongregation will mark its apprcval, 
a grateful Church will smile its acknowledg- 
mcots, and the ear of the Lord, which is ever 
open even to the cry of his children, will 
surely not turn away from the accents of their 
praise.— Baptist Mayazine. 

Misquotation of Scripture. 

They are of the following kinds :—Those 
which ‘resemble Holy writ—mere imita- 
tions ; those which have additions—falsely 
called emendations ; and genuine Scripture— 

private. The rehearsal is not for individual misapplied. 
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Lot slothful in business : ferbent in spirit, 
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- Doctry vice of the Temple was arranged with a meth [bstraction, bul to practice the choir asa| «God tempers the wind to the shora 
3 24 od and a precision wh'ch proves, not only the lamb,” 18 a smooth line of Sterne’s. The 

nearest approach to itin Seripture is Isa. 27 : 
8, + He stayed his rough wind in the day of ) 
his east wind.” 
“In the midst of life we are in death.” 

Common Prayer. Yet it is said the celebra- 
ted Robert Hall chose it as a text for a fune- 
ral sermon. : 

“ Not to be wise above what is written.” 
Used to repress undue anxiety to comprehend 
the higher mysteries of Christianity. Has 
no place in the Word. 
The oft-quoted phrase, * Seals to his min- 

istry, and souls for his hire.” A metaphor ; 
whether approved or otherwise, it is not 
Scripture. 
A very objectionable form is gle used in 

prayer, “That the Spirit of the Lord would 
go from heart to heart, as oil from vessel to 
vessel.” This phrase, if properly considered, 
would tend to lower our conceptions of the 
omnipresence of God, ana does not convey a 
correct idea of the influence of Divine grace 
in the hearts and minds of men. It is not 
Seripture. 

Kindness to animals is ofien enforced by— 
“ The merciful man is merciful to his beast.” 
Something like this may be found in Prov. 
12: 10—* A righteous man regardeth the 
life of his beast.” 

* A nation shall be born in a day.” There 
is no such prediction, either in the Old Tes. 
tament or the New. The only Scriptural 
passage like it is Isaiah 66 : 8— Shall a na- 
tion be born at once 7” 

“ Iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpen- 
eth the countenance of his friend.” Prov. 
27 : 17, is by no means improved by the com- 
mon version, * As irof sharpeneth iron, so 
doth the countenance of a man his friend.” 

“ That he who runs may read,” conveys a 
notion that the writing i3 so distinct that a 
man sees it by the wayside while he is run- 
ning. This is not the lesson Scripture teaches. 
Habakkuk 2: 2—¢ Write the vision and 
make it plaifl upon tables, that he may run 
that readeth.” You perceive that the ps - 
ing is to be deliberate—previous to runffing, 
and in order to it. 

“ Owe no man anything but love,” is a 
mangled quotation of Rom, 13 : 8, “ Owe no 
man anything, but to love one another.” 

Matt. 18: 20, “ Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them,” is often used with the 
addition, “ and that to hless them.” This is 
a superfluous addition, and is not in harmony 
with the Redeemer’s promise, and when at- 
tributed to him is incorrect. It may have its 
origin in Exodus 20 : 24, “In all places where 
I record my name, I will come unto thee, 
and I will bless thee.” 

2 Thess, 3: 1, « That the word of the Lord 
may have free course and be glorified,” is 
often quoted with the addition ‘srun” after 
the words * free course.” 

Oph. 3: 20, « God is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we canask er think,” 
has often appended to it ** or are at all worthy 
to receive.” 

— 

Peter remembered. 

It is aid of our Lord Jesus Christ that he 
was * seen of angels.” They saw him from 
his birth till his death, They were the first 
who beheld him rise from the dead, for the 
« rolled away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre,” and proclaimed the fact to Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, They likewise commissioned 
these women to anncunce his resurrection to 
his disciples, and distinctly to Peter. Mark 
16:7. “Go your way,” was the charge 
given, * tell his disciples, and Peter.” But 
why was this apostle so particularly remems 
bered 7 Because, overcome by the power of 
temptation he had profanely denied his Lord ; 
and in the depth of his grief therefor es- 
pecially needed that condHlation which the 
glad tidings of his Lord’s triumph over 
death ani the grave were fitted to impart. 
This was one reason. Another was because 
Peter, humbled and broken in spirit, might 
have thought, perhaps, that he was not 
indeed forgiven, but was excluded from 
his Master's favor ; and Christ would unde. 
ceive him on this point, and re-assure him. of 
his love, | 


