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. in praise of Liberty. 

—————- — 
- —_ 

I regret to be compelled to state thst 
noth 

ing was done in pursuance of these r
ecommen- 

dations. So much indifference was shown, 

that even the * forms,” gaid to b
e ** annexed” 

to the first resolution, were omitted in the 

Minintes, thus practicadly nullifying
 the whole 

business. Registration is in the same un- 

satisfactory state still, and it will probably 

remain so till the loss of property, sustained 

by. some influential tamily in consequence of 

being unable to prove a certain marriage or 

birth, shall excite attention and awaken feel- 

ings which a regard to the geriera! good 
would 

have failed to stimulate. 
Yours truly, 

MExxo. April 11, 1862. 

THE 

declaration. -The combination of believers 

CHRISTIA 

When such unite together into a Christian 

Church, they bind themselves to act in ac- 

cordance with its constitution, 

u 

their liberty to follow thas which before
 they 

might have practised with impunity
. As in] 

the marriage contract and ‘other vo
luntary as-| 

<ociations in life, so we bind ourselves to a
ct, to 

2 certain extent, in conformity with the
 will of 

otliers, and be guided by other: considera
tions 

than thosc of personal convenience and con- 

viction. 
But it n:ay be asked, Is this sacrifice re- 

Christian Fbessenger. | 
HALIFAX, APRIL 23, 1863. 

PASAT SNTNT SN TN ~ 

“Ye have been called unto 

Liberty.” 

Mven has been said and sung in all age: 

It has been used cs the 

war-cry of every battle. Every nation has 

bad its martyrs, who have suffered because 

they valued what they este med as literty 

above even lite itsélt. A million of men are 

now in deadly conflict in the neighbouring 

Republic, endeayouring to secure for them- 

colves ‘and. their country the enjoyment of 

what they corsider essential to national
 liber 

ty; and, on either side, seem detergined to 

die rather than yield to what they suppose | 

would follow a trinmph of their opponents,— 

| the church and be cqually happy
 and useful 7 

| - - . . 
. 

. 

Christian principle, and until he as
sumes his 

quired 1 (Caunot a christian live outside of} 

To this we would reply—a believer outside | 

the portals ot the Christian Church may be | 

considered but as a partial developement of | 

place with those who are * partakers of li
ked 

‘nstitutions of the Gospel. Let no one de- 

siring to confess Christ before men, suppose | 

that because he falls to discover a body of | 

believers such as he thinks absolutely perfect
, 

‘hat therefore he is justified in standing alo
ot 

trom them—cheriging a sort of personal
 ex-| 

clusiveness because on some particular “point 

he may have learned more of what is taug
ht 

on a givea subject than some others. 

Eash denom'nation demands MOFa:or 1688 

of a deposit of religious liberty in return for 

the guarantee it gives of provision for spirit 

ual blessings ard protection in their enjoy-! 

ment, Any violation of the expressed or un- | 

the yoke of their enemy. 

Liberty is often confourded with entire 

freedom from restraint. Nothing, however, 

could be farther from the truth. This may] 

possibly be the error which, more than say] 

other, has produced amongst our neighbours, 

first the revolt, and secondly the determina- 

tion on both sides to spend the last dollar and | 

the last man in the effort to subjugate the 

enemy. 
The supposition that the essentials of lib- 

erty are not enjoyed, unless eviry man may 

do what is right in his own eyes, without
 con- 

salting the general good, is licentiousness ; 

which is subversive of all permanent freedom. 

Where that state of thidgs exists for any length. 

of time amongst a people, a reaction follows ; 

and the arm of power sooner or later falls 

upon -and deprives the people of the proper 

exercise of rational freedom, and sinks them
 

to the level of enslaved and degraded nations. 

Men commonly like to enjoy the priviledge of 

liberty - without performing its duties, and 

strive to evade the restraints of law and jus- 

tice. Free license to gratify our passions and 

propensities is not liberty. Restraints by 

which the weak may be protected from vio- 

lence, and *he industrious enjoy the fruit of 

his labor, harmonize with the highest exercise 

of freedom. We give up a small part of our 

liberty then in order that we may not be de- 

prived of the whole, we relinquish a portion 

) 

| that he will not submit to it ; but by this | 

derstood laws of the church, by a member, | 

must necessarily interfere with the bond 
which | 

anites him to the body. For instance, a good | 

churchman may think the order of Confirma- 

tion unnecessary, and, because he can find no 

foundation for it in Scripture, he concludes 

he deprives himself of fellowship with that | 

body ; or, the Methodist who would partake 

of the privileges of that body, must indulge 

no scruples about the class-meeting, under a 

leader appointed by his ecclesiastical superior ; 

or again, the Presbyterian must be willing 

to accept the minister sanctioned by the Pres- 

bytery and must hold in abeyance any doubts 

he may entertain on the unscripturalness of 

infant baptism ; or he forfeits his claim to 

fraternity with that denomination. In Bap- 

tist churches, too, a member, to retain his 

standing as a cons stent and faithful member, 

must be willing to conform to the laws of 

Christian life a=understood and practised by 

them. Of course we believe that po sac- 

rifice, inconsistent with religious freedom, is 

required by membership in Baptist Churches; 

on the other hand we think that facilities for 

ite enjoyment are obtained there not to be 

found in any other body. Liberty of con- 

science is the inherent right of tae believer; 

and no man or combination of men, can justly 

deprive him of the possession, but in his 

church capacity he has no liberty to violate 

of our property that we may be protected in 

the enjoyment of the remainder. In a state 

of civilization we may not hold and use pro- 

perty without letting it bear its quota of the 

burdens of government and protection. 
But whilst civil liberty— the power of the 

people of any country to choose their. own 

rulers and make their. own laws,—is a boon 

of inestimable worth, we hold it to be alto- 

gether subordinate in value to religious liberty 

—the right to adopt whatever articles of faith 

and practice, our own consciepce may dictate 

to be in accordance with the Word of God.— 

As in civil liberty so here we must relinquish 

EN | sorgpms wo Bz} Seenre $9 ourselves’the 

fullest exercise of this blessing. What then 

is religious liberty > and how may we most effec- 

taally enjoy and preserve this precious inheri- 

tance, for ourselves and our posterity? We 

refer not so much to securing by law the right 

to worship God according to our conscientious 
convictions, as to the practical development 
and exercise of the principle, as seen in the 

combination of religious communities. Must 

it be by the formation of religious societies 7—~ 

We reply, yes; religious liberty can only be 
aranteed, by christians, in the exercise of 

the liberty wherewith Christ makes his people 

free, combining themselves into churches, and 

practically applying the principle of submis- 

sion to Christ alone in his laws and ordinances, 

(Civil society is an ordinance of Gd for the 

protection of life and the promotion of the 

largest amount of human happiness ; but the 

Christian Church is an institution for the 
preservation of Divjne truth and its exte

nsion reconcile the stitement with their 
own obser- 

throughout the ‘world. Instead of having to 

make laws it has but to proclaim and execute 
those alread made, No State Establishment 

is required for this, Nor can any body com- 
of unregenerate men, or of members 

who are so by virtue only of their parents’ 
faith, be a church of Christ. *“ My ki 

that which he has made engagements to ob- 

serve, or he renders himself amenable to the 

laws ard open to the reproofs of his Master, 

his conscience, and his brethren, 

The practical lessons to. be drawn from 

these considerations are that the church being
 

the proper depository of Divine truth, is the 

conservatory of religious liberty, and that a 

faithful, consistent, church member is the 

only true and legitimate defender of religious 

liberty, as well as being a soldier of the eross, 

Whilst the believer recognises Christ as his 

Saviour and King, and lives in obedience to 

his precepts, and in anticipation of heaven, 

to churches is the effect of the law of love, | Y2* 50d «children were® unbaptized. 

and for the purpose of mutual protection.— 

precious faith,” he is not in a position to
 fulfil | than those they left. 

| the duties or enjoy the 
blessings of the Divine o

t these cases ; where converts—find
ing the 

Scriptures give no countenance to i
nfant bap- 

been baptized by a Methodist minister, but of 

course would not bring their children to hav
e 

To all other respects amongst the b
est mem- 

\ 

- o 
DN 

WONG] + “ 

N MESSENGER. 
which the parents were members of the chur

ch, | 

3 - * | 

Now, we are not certain what this *“ mere 

matter of a ceremony” may have been, but 

can easily suppose that, in the cases
 referred 

to, it was considered by the persons con
certed | 

something more than “a meré matter of a 

ceremony.” It might have been with them 

a question on which they had to choose be-! 

tween obedience to Christ’s command, and | 

submission to a mere ordinance of human | 

tradition—not only the observance of “*a| 

mere matter of a ceremony” but the reject
ion 

of a Divine command. If the persons ieferred 

to were capable of appreciating * spiritual | 

privileges,” they might also have been better | 

able to judge in their own cases whether or 

not those they preferred were * less eff
icient” | 

We have heard of some | 

1] 
{ 

| 

tism, either by precept or example, have | 

adopted the principle of believer's baptism, 

and: on a profession of faith in Christ, have 

« a mere matter of a ceremony” performed ev
en | 

upon them and pronounced Christian bap- 

tism—an introduction to the church of Christ. 

bers of the society, these must now feel t
hat | 

their wishes “were” yielded to only * for the 

sake of peace.” 
As we desire to give our readers the bene- | 

fit of all the light which can be obtained on 

the subjéct of baptism, we may inform them | 

that our cofemporary in treating of * the au- 

thority ” on which’ infant baptism rests, no- 

tices first the fact of# Noah being warned of
 

God of things not seen as yer, prepared an 

ark fo the saving of his house,” and concludes 

that these blessings having been secured to 

the children through the faith of the parent, 

bears * directly upon the point in hand.” Hc 

further adduces 1 Peter iii. 20,°to shew that 

«in like manner the faith of a christian p
ar- 

ent may prevail in the ordinance of his child’s
 

baptism, for the securing to it of many bless
 

ings, both as pertaining to this life and the 

lite that is to come,” In quoting the pastage 

our worthy brothersurely loses sight of * tue 

answer of a good conscience toward God, by 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” or he coul
d 

never imagine that it efforded any support to 

infant baptism. #)ob’s sacrifices for his chil- 

dren. toe, he conceives a sufficient reaso
n why, 

christian parents should * sanctify, set apart, 

or dedicate their infant offspring by the ordi- 

nance of baptism.” The covenant made with 

Abraham by the.seal of circumcision, per- 

formed on * every man-child,” is also noticed 

as so very conclusive, that he believes there is 

«actual proof that.children ought to be brought 

into union with the church, as it now exists,” 

These three cases seem to be * the authori- 

ty” in the mind of our good brother for a 

christian ordinance.” It he and his readers 

are content with su:h a conclusion from such
 

premises, why, we can only say they are easily 

catisfied. Their ercdulity is about equal to 

their logic. Because the ancient patriarchs 

consecrated their children and the Jews cir- 

cumeised their male children, therefore chris 

tian parents ghould laptize their infants. 

What profound argument Surely it is not 

surprising that “ We have known some fawmi- 

lies in which the parents were members of the 

church, but their children were unbaptize
d.” 

Such reasoning we think not only fallacious, 

he is the real patriot and the true friend of 

his race. We commend this subject™to the 

careful and prayerful consideration of those 

who desire to become the servants of Christ, 

walking in all his ordinances and command- 
ments blameless. 

Ce ————————————— A ——————
———— 

“Infant Baptism.” 
Pu 

We are informed by an editorial article in 

the last week's Provincial Wesleyan, under 

the above heading, that * Methodist eontro- 

versialists, from the days of Wesley to the 

present, have always appeared as apologists; 

pever, we bzlieve, as aggressors,” Such a 

statement coming from so reliable a source we 

ought perhaps to receive without questioning 

its accuracy ; and yet such a bold assertion 

may possibly find some who will think » good 
deal of explanation necessary before they can 

vation, 
In the same article we find it said ‘of their 

body that, 
“It is just possible that we have yielded more 

than was proper for the sake of peace” and “we 
may have dons too little to entorce sow of 

those practices which ‘we regard as ight and 
scriptural. Our reference at present is to in- k 

pd + ere rin Lom 
. 

but highly injurious and dangerous, and may 

AAA etp—— 
— 

4 [April 23, 1862. 

Because as faith was required of the J
ews in 

Other | the circumcision of infants; so a
lso is it requis 

din which the children of our ite in their bapt
ism and therefore children of 

people have renounced the communion in whi
ch | believing parents receive believers’ baptism.

 

they had been nurtured, and for the mer
e mat- 

v ter of a ceremony, have gone where
 their spir-| 

They give up |itual priviledges have bec
n both fewer and less 

to the body with which they unite and agr
ee, ! efficient.” 

Now, that we think will be quite enou
gh 

for those of our readers who have learned 

what the Scriptures teach concerni
ng baptism, 

The idea that children of believing parents 

receive “believers' baptism” is a slight pe
rver- 

cion of terms which, if applied to unbelievers, 

would become not a little inconvenient. 

Not only do we believe that error is ta
ught 

by this practice, but we balieve in thousands 

of cases, * the mere matter of a ceremon
y "— 

infant baptism, so called, is, by parents, put 

in tha place of teaching and consecrating 

the child ; who, being so received into the 

church, while in a state of rature, a 
condition 

of earnal security is induced, and although
 he 

grows up ‘a child of wrath, even as others,’ 

yet the avenues for an appeal to him as a s
in- 

ner are closed up, and the soul is thus help
ed 

down to perdition by the perversion of a go
s 

pel ordinance. 
——— = ea lm 

South Sea Mission. 

The Home and Foreign Record of the 

Presbyterian Church of the Lower Proyinces
 

tor March, contains highly interest'ug letters 

from the Rev. Mr. Geddie, Mrs. Geddi
e and 

the late Mrs, Gordon. One from Mr. G. da- 

ted Aneiteum Nov, 4, 1861, says : 

«The clouds, I feel thankful to say, have be- 

gun to pass away, and 1 bright and glorious day 

is dawning on the New Hebrides. 

The work advarces hopefully on this island. 

The Lord's Supper was dispensed Jast Sabbath, 

and 20 persons were admitted for the first t
ime. 

This is a larger number than we have ad
mitted 

at any previous communion. The whole con- 

gregation numbered about 1200 persons. We 

het in our new Church which was opened 
on 

the Friday previous It is much superior to 

what it was before the fire. The walls have 

been raised and the centre windows in th
e sides 

and ends have been arched, which impr
oves its 

appearance. The internal arrangements are 

the same as before, but the workmanship
 is bet- 

ter. The pulpit was ornamented with a beauti- 

ful blue covering and velvet cushion sent from
 

Nova Scotia, by my daughter Charlotte, who 

purchased them with money given to her for thi
s 

object. 1 trust that the building which bas cost 

the natives so much trouble may be val
ued by 

them, and that it may become the birth-place
 of 

many souls.” 
«1 have just returned from a voyage among the 

New Hebrides and Loyalty Islands, in the 
John 

Williams, in company with the Rev. A. W. Mur-
 

ray of the Samoan Mission. It occupied six 

weeks. We visited several new Islands and 

placed teachers on some of them.” 

“ You will see by one of the accompanying 

resolutions that we want a larger vessel. 1 think 

it will not be difficult from various quarters to 

raise the money for her purchase, her mainten- 

ance is a more serious matter. The annual ex- 

penses of such a vessel as we propose, with a 

crew of native seemen, will be about £600 ster- 

ling. Now our Loyalty Island brethren engage 

to raise half that sum yearly for half of her time. 

The remainder divided between the Reformed 

Presb sterian Ghurch of Scotland and our
s will 

be £150 each. In fadidon to all this we have 

the certain prospect gf help from New Zealand 

and Australia, to supplement any difficiency on 

the part of those pledged for support.” 

The truth, as we understand it, with regard 

to the ordinance of. Baptism, seems to be 

progressing even there, for Mr, Geddie writes: 

« Mr. and Mrs. Murray late. of the Samoan 

Mission are on this island at present. They are 

waiting for a vessel bound to Sydney. The de- 

clining béalth of Mrs. Murray has compelled 

them 10 leave. Mr. Murray is one of the most 

suecessful and honoured Missionaries on the 

Pacific Isles, and the work sustains a great 
fou 

in his removal from it. 1 bave seldom met 

with a man for whom 1 have a greater esteem. 

well produce sceptizmw, the only wonder is 

"that iufidelity does fot more prevail than i 

does, when such a course is taken to support 

an institution which is not to be found in the 

Holy Scriptures. Such a mode of argument 

contains all the elements of baptismal regene- 

ration. All the errors of Popery might be 

sustained by pursuing a similar course of rea- 

soning. 
The Church Record of last weck also con- 

tains an article signed « T.M.,” dated « Guys. 

boro’,” affirming that * Infants should be bap- 

tized.” Fifteen paragraphs follow that head- 

ing, cach beginning with “ Because.” Some 

of these are of the same character as those 

noticed above in the Wesleyan,—that because 

the ancients consecrated their children, there- 

fore * infants should be baptized.” Bat we 

will give our readers two or three of these 

| paragraphs, that they may koow why Episco- 

palians th'nk * Infants shon'd be baptized.” 

Because in this Church (the Church under the 

Jewish and Christian dlapeneation,) the cor se- 

oR of infants has never been forbidden by 

Because until are so admitted they are 

not in covenant with God; and have not Jerip- 

tural claims to the benefit of the covenant: 

“Because ag in the Jewish Church circumcision 

was the seal of God's covenant ; so is water in 

fant baptism. We have known some families in the Christian Ch
urch : 

Mrs. Murray is a Baptist, and a very amiable 

woman; and he also is one in principle and may
 

probably join that when he Yeaves the Mis 

sion field. - Jt was with Mr. Murray that we 

commenced our Missionary life on the island of 

Tutuila and it seems sc mewhat singular that
 he 

should close his with us on the island of Ane 

teum.” 

Sarrons’ Home. —A public meeting at Js 

son Hall is called by His Worship the Mayor 

for this afternoon at 3 o'clock, to take into 

consideration the establishment of a * Sailors’ 

Home.” An institution of this character, 09 

a proper basis, would be highly beneficial ip 

Halifax, and shou'd have the warm suppor’ 

of every christian ‘merchant snd man in the 

community. 

Not long since, the Bishop of London wrote 

to Mr, Spurgeon as follows :—* Indeed when 

I think of the thousands of souls in this me: 

tropolis whom the efforts of all the ministers 

of religion among us fail to rouse, how can 1 

fail to thank God that those powerful wean? 

of influence which you possess, are enlisted io 

Christ's cause.” Guoting this in the Baptist 

Magazine Mr. Spurgeon says :—* dhese are 

haleyon days when servants of Ch thes 
one of another. * Now Lord send 0° 
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