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THE CHRISTIAN MESS 
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From the Boston Watchman and Reflector, 
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less exceptions,” felt an intense sympathy with 
the North, I met with none who did not wish 
you well, although there were some who feared 
that the struggle would be far more severe than 
vou expeeted, and a few who suspected your 
soundness on the main question. We prayed for 
you, aud hoped that the day of emancipation fur 
every slave was fully come. I move among all 
classes, and I can bear witness that there were 
premonitions of a coping excitement and enthu- 
siasm, such asthat produced by Garibaldi's Italian 
campaign, £0 long as the idea had currency that 
you would contend for trecdom, and our interest 
only flagged when that notion was negatived by 
the acts of your leaders. 
have now ceased to view the confli:t from the 
slavery point of view, “Whase fault is this ?— 
What have your statesmen done 7 Or, rather, 
what have they left undone? They hayé shown 
ro interest in emaneipating the slave:  Priociple 
has becn thrust into darkness, and policy a 
ruled the diay; and the consequence has been -a 
long and disastrous war, instead of a dashing and 
brilliant victory. With * EunSeipation” as 
your watchword, your empire would, ere this, 
ave been sate and glorious. The Union safe, 
or at least, the North more than paramount.— 
You would not have needed any ol our sypa- 
thy, hut you would have had it to the utmost de- 
gree of enthusiasm.  Qur young men, and our 
old men too, talked like soldiers, and wished they 
were with you to fight in freedom’s hallowed 
strife. Your avowal of abolition weuld have 
wade as delirious with joy, for the freedom of the 
slave is a religion in England from which there 
are very few dissenters, But the universal con. 
viction in- England is, that the leaders of your 
government care nothing about slavery, and that 
they wake you fight for €mpire and noi for free- 
dom, : 

You say in your issue of Nov, 28th, “ The 
higher classes wn England are friends of the 
South, while the people stand by our govern 
ment,” Neither of these sentences has any truth 
init. I speak what I do know, when I say that 
our public sympathy with your government is 
clean gone, not.only with the higher classes, but 
wore thoroughly abd completly with our people, 
Our populace, to a man, a ceased Lo respect 
the truckling policy- which controls you, and | 
believe they would speak far more harshly of 
you than the richer classes care to do. It is ne 
one’s business here which of you conquers, so 
long as slavery is not at issue. That was the 
key to the British heart, it has been discarded, 
and we remain umnoved, if not indignant specta- 
tors, of a pointless, purposeless war. My whole 
heart and soul wished you God speed; until, like 
all the rest who looked on at your awful gage, 

you have had, do 
and Joss trouble will be over. 

the right, 

armies, your expeditions to Canada, or any cther 
We neither 

despise your weakness nor dread vour strength. 
But why should there be a fight at-all 7— 

Could not every 
end be answered by arbitration better than by 
blood 7 In the presence of heathen and popish 
nations wherefore should two protestant powers 
disagree 7 It will be a crime, a treason against 

We 
are co-operators in every good work, and in 
some we willingly yield you the palm, but where- 
fore should we differ? “Why, above all things, 
should we be made to kill each other against our 

Sata wl RE wills? We have both had our sins towards the 
ight 8 Wrong, Wed ous of Ham, let us bear the brunt together, you 

Do you 
hasten to proclaim * liberty,” and we on our 
pa if we be not permitted to interfere with af- 
ectual aid, will endure patiently the necessary 
stoppaze of trade, will rejoice in your successes, 

enterprise you may set on foot, 

What good can come of it? 

Heaven, a despite to the cross of Christ. 

the war, and we the evils of blockade. 

and neder even dream of your being repulse. 
‘We both seem to be drifting most nidiculous- 

ly, but most lamentably from our proper posi- 
Our place is at yourside in a great moral 

conflict, yours is it to make that conflict moral,-~ 
We have all a thousand dear friends in either 
hemisphere ; some of us have brothers on each 

We 
must get out of this quarrel somehow, without a’ 
rupture, and in my heart, 1 believe that your 

low 
can we be your enenues if you are the friends of 
the slave? If our governwent should attempt 
to aid the South for the mere sake of cotton, 
(which they would not do, for at present ours is 
the most popular of all governments; and feels 
the most readily the motion of public sentiment.) 
thousands, yea millions of us, would abhor the 
selfish and unhallowed combat, and it ¢ould not 

tions. 

side, and even children in both mations. 

proclamation of emancipation will do it. 

last. 

The scales are trembling in the balance. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, | 

My letter on slavery excit -d 

my further corvespondence, but this 
therefore I do it, 

\J 

The Editor makes some “comments on the 

May 
your voices cry aloud for peace and liberty. 
Some few words of reconciliation, a little mutual 
forbearance, deaf cars to irritating newspapers, 
and a noble publication of freedom to the cap 
tives, and the two nations will be sworn fiends. 
O Lord, grant it may be so. Never did prayer 
rise more heartily or earnestly to heaven's Keoke. 
I pray you join in it with your fervent “ Amen ” 

do not write this as 
though my individual opinions were of any value 
in America, but because 1 know that the truik in 
these matters may ultimately be lor the best, — 

so much ill-feeling, 
even in the North, that 1 did not see the use of 

is duty, 

With heartiest affection to believers in the 
with an ocean between us to cool the passions, | North 

rebellion is wholly in the interest of slavery, 
and, if successful, will prove a dreadful blow to 
freedom and civilization everywhere. To speak 
now only of Nova Scotia, some of her “ good 
people” have temporarily * forgotien” that, ap- 

due to the anti-Northern toe of our press It 
has with some Jostifiableness been asked ; Who 
belreves the press 7 Yet who does not believe 
it so far as, =onsciously cr unconsciously, te al- 
low his opinicns and sympathies to be materially 
modified, if not moulded by it? The daily and 
weekly issues of the press have very much to do 
with this plastic process. But to the "point in 
hand, I have been impressed and somewhat 
ehagrined not only at. our practically Southern 
leanings in "his Rebellion, but also that our Pro- 
vincial papers have been quoting so frequently 
from the London Times and the New York Her- 
ald—twa notorious representatives of extreme 

views, and to a great extent not merely noreli- 
able, but seditious organs. That a moderate, 

sensible, article not very rarely gains insertion 
in the former paper, is no more strange than 
true. But are not some of the volleys of the 
“ English Thunderer” confessedly prepared by 
unprincipled, and venal men, by expelled or un- 
successful members of Parliament &ec. ? 

which 1 regarded as entirely worthy of ¢redence. 
But hear what a calm and able writer in the 
Christian Review. (a Baptist periodical, edited 
with much ability, known as such to a few of the 
readers of the Messenger,) says on this point : 
“To the allegations of the ‘English Thenderer’ 
we are not careful to return an answer” also 
the- language of the dispassionate Editor of the 
time-honored Boston Watchman and Reflector 
“ The London Times should nat be received as 
the exponent of English sentiments, nor the rant 
of the New York /evald, as the type of Ameri- 
can feeling ;” again, “ We should make allow- 
ance for the long and artful efforts of secession. 
leaders’ to warp the public mind, and for the 
wilful statements of journals believid to be in 
rebel pay.” As to the N.Y. Hera, it is prcb- 
ably known to you, Mr, Editor, that only a few 
months ago that vile sheet was indastriously stat- 

son to the Federal Government in the North ; 

“palling fuet; and; in art unquestionably, this is 

I have 
certainly heard, or read statements to that effect, 

tering seeds of secession indiscriminate! vy North 

English and American, as well as Provincial 
periodicals,—certainly to other papers than the 
- English Thunderer” and the New York Her- 
(ald, As to American dailies or weeklies, there 
i at the present time a whole New York World 

to draw from,— a paper which probally contains 
the mostsimportant, the most cali, and reliable, 
views of American aflairs, to be found in the se. 
cular press. I am not designedly dictating what 
papers are entit'ed to a tair share of Provincial 
Editorial patronage ; but pardon here one other 

| allusion of this Kind. In regard to the religions 

press of our American neighbors, I not long since 
read, in the Boston Watchman and Reflector, 

(issued by our denomination), a sermon, pro- 
nounced by others than myself, as well worthy 
f entire insertion in the Christian Messenger, 
8 exceedingly desirable to appear in its eclumus 

fat the present time, even though the publication 
of that discourse should be distributed over the 
first page of two or three issues of the Messenger, 
as a hopeful enlightener of our readers in regard 
to the true character and probable results, pre- 
sent and future, of the civil war among our 

neighbors, It of course was not preached on a 
Babbath, but on a Thanksgiving occasion, from 
the text :-* Though war should rise against me, 
in this wilkl be confident.” 1 wish I could re. 
prodice and place in the hands of all Southern. 
Rebellion sympathizers among us, not only that 
sermon, but also two or three other articles now 
prominent in my memory, as having appeared 
in the W, and R. for example, an eminently im- 
partial and thoreugh discussion of the Southern 
Rebellion, eontained in a letter, written in Eng- 
land, but by a distinguished, American historian, 

also an article on the Rebellion, in the July Ne. 
of the Christian Review, which the Editor of the 

Watchman and Reflector deemed worthy of a 

wider circulation, and reproduced in two sue- 

cessive numbers of his paper. 

Before stepping out from under the Press, | 

wish to record my humble but decided opinion 

that the English Correspondent of the ‘Messen. 
ger made a very contemptible vemark some 
weeks ago, when he characterized the civil ca- 

| lamity now prevalent in the n&ghboring Union 
as a “silly” war. That, if. I remember correctly, 
was the word he applied to it. It shows Lim to 

ww dledrly that only extreme peril would com- Pon Yours, most peacefully and Lonestly, and South fostering the Southern Rebellion by its | have possessed at that time a hd Bn Eo pel your leaders to proclaim liberty to the ca pg Par Saenes’. SR Nie 08 BrusgEon, [mercenary § he of the provaience of trea. [and sash TR Tr 

wh tives. That vial 
talking about, 

: and was restrained from such pursuit of * filthy In another letter he allowed himself to make old i) wa hgh ero The bree i.e foregoing” the gist of which is contained in the | Juere” only by a band of outraged men (call |a statement which was certainly somewhat wide bonds of relationship there, ond i" Comdihst al following extracts : the wm a mob, if we ehogse, & noble mob,) whe, [of the truth, I, of course, do not, accuse him of ties which we would not rejoice to sever. KEven| * With all defercnce, we think My. Spurgeon, | having surrounded the office of the Herald, were if a spasmodic interest should be e cited by your 
a wiltul falsehood, but be ought.to have inform. violkbios &F r | and others in SRpathy with his views, mistake | about to demolish the concern, when the Editor, |ed himself better i" (1% facts in the case, before be S— J yet we nover ean have any | what is cable, and in the rauge of their | yihout delay, came forward, wade due verbal [he represented the Northern ary as so bad off 

scarty union between our poco and the slave-| just hatred 8rainst slavery, what the govern- 
holding South. Cotton, | confess, is a great | ment of the United States bond, and the slappayc of its.supply is a serious 
calamity, but as far as | have | 
bad made “ their minds ta beer hard times pa- tiently, in the hope that slavery might cease, | believe that our people kre sooner pay a tax for emancipation, or bear the’ stoppage of their trade for the sake of the slave, than for any other wotive under heaved. But we are disap uted. noble opportunity has been frittered be 4 

seel, our people] 
fully undertake.” 

bellion, before it can 

vance and victory, and | 

will be written upon the w 

y 8 such, may right- 

The adwinistration must first possess and ox- 
emplify the power to push back and repress re- 

practically touch the case of the slave, Our first necessity is signal w- 

uture of African 

acknowledgments, declaring himselt - hencefor- 
ward a radical supporter of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and accordingly the next day issued his 
paper in strongly Northern colors. . How much, 
pray, is the broad cast “ rant” of that paper 
worth now 7. I regret to know that the Edi 

of the N.Y. Herald is a * renegade foreigner,” 
and to be compelled to fear, as true what | have 

for leaders as to compel the Federal Government 
to implore the assistance of foreign military 
Generals ; your correspondent referring, in bis 
remarks on this subject, particularly to a rumor 
then current about Garibaldi. Now itis alto. 
gether probable that our Northern neighbors 
were In no ordinary sense gratified with what 

- | teemed for a time a truthful prospect, viz : thas 
lting between two opinions bas ined the na a os wb heard, that Mr. Benoety is by birth, a Nova |Garibakli, having caught, as he undoubted|v cause, The friends of Africa are sick at heart | bh Scotian. - 

our government has fooled you. fort p 
do the right for fear of conse hu HE, polly 4d 
useless friendships and tried to buy thew with hesitations and compromises. Had it but ” 

ehvified would Ave hosored the eof 
and decision which would run any risk soc 

| people 
Bod oil never more Th I Lr to ay Aged, 

stat: and bear 

x 

than allow the barbarous and diabolical crime of inate over the free people of this continent.” 

oi whl estion. Would These remarks about the Herald, My. Editor, 
have been suggested by a paragraph or two in 
the Messenger of the 11th ft iphly 
«quoting from the Boston Christian Era, the fol- 
lowing sentences :, » If England really sympa- 
thizes with rebellion and is seeking occasion to in- 
terfere with American affairs, the late arrest will 
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Had, the true ring of the cause of the North, and 
feeling his noble heatt throb vesponsively to it 
as to Freedom's call, might lend even Lis per- 
sonal presence and skill to the defence of their 
cause, And itis uot less probable that, after 

ence was held between him and the Cabinet at 
Washington, as to his proposed willingness to ai 

the receipt of such intelligence, some correspond. 
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