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Correspoudenee,

For the Christian Messenger,

Letters to a Young Preacher,
LETTER XLIV, ATTENTION TO THE YOUNG

My Dear Brother,~—

The duty of visiting the aged, with a view to
promote their spiritual welfare, has been con-
ddered.  That of paying attention to the young

is equally evident and indispensable

With reference to the conversion of such as

4« are ubregenerate, there is much more en-
a3 : ' CARE . 1

couragement to labor in the latier case than in

the former.

with the subject, that of those who give evi.

dence of piety a very great majority are brought

into the fold of Christ in the séason of their

youth. The seed of grace is usually implanted
;ud vegetates, it ever, in the spring time ot life,
Hence the Divine admonition, * Remember now
thy Cieator in the days of thy youth.” So also
\\'.xulum says, * Those that seek me early shall
find me.” In accordance with this, Moses, the
man of God, regarding the state of the young
g wore hopetul “than that of others, presents
this petition, * O.satisty us early”— Heirew, in
i the morniing, evidently referring to the morn-
ing of iile—* with thy mercy; that we may
rejoice and be glad all our days.”
L Prov. viii. 17. P’s. xe. 14.)

Christ ought, therefore, to improve this favora-

( Eceles, xii.
The wnuisters of

| ble seasou, by all the means in their power, for

dissemivating the seed of truth, As the unre-
generale advance in years, their hearts ordinari-
ly becowe wore obdurate, temptations and cares
increase, aud conscquently obstructions to their
conversion are’ multiplied.  The duty enjoined
on parcuts, with all who have the chuarge of
clldren, to instruct them in the ways of religion
15 evidently iul'umh«m, in ils measute, on
pastors in their re spective fields of labor. (Deut
vi. 7. s, Ixxviii. 4—7. Prov. xxii. 6 Eph. vi. 4.)

Children are  suseeptible of religious Hnpres-
sons at an carly age. Many well authenticated
and satistacto Y instances illustrative of this fact
are recorded i books, tracts, and periodicals of
wodern date. They frequently fail under the
personal cbservation of the pious. This is
strictly accordan' with the records of holy writ.
(} Saml. i, 24, 28, §i. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 12. Ps,
bxi 17. 2 Ti. dii. 18.)  The Lord's minister-
g servants, theretore, as well as parents, should
be encouraged and stimulated to commence the
nparting of iustruction and admontion ,to the
Jouth while in their tender years.

As aged Lelievers must, according to the
L4

u-s¢ ol nature, soon leave their places vacant, |

aud those of middle age, ere long, it.is especial-
"\ 10 the young that we uulurul:y lqu for the
toitivuauce and increase of Christian churches.
This consideration should prompt as Lo the im,
mediate cmployment  of - diligent efiorts to
gather them into Christ’s fold.

The liability of the young to be removed by
death before they attain to mankood, or woman-
boad, (he deleterious consequences which result

W wany s ances, both to themselves and others, |

Rom

outhitul dissipation, even in cases whercin

Persons ape :uL:r(uwmly brought 1o repentance

ali

’
llln:w\:u-um da“gcr (hal' 1( net converted

0 youth they never will be, should excite min-

#lers of the gospel to labor sedulously tor their

COnve l'l-‘.,“'

Moieover. if the fruits of these efforts do not
mediatedy appear, great good may ultimately
result Irom lln'lll-

Even the restraining in-
fluence which

may preserve the young from
Wiorality, is an object of no small moament.
Minisiers hay promote the welfare of the
g¢licration in various ways. Of these a
lew ay specified,
L. Preqe
shoulq .1,,.

fiaixlg

king sermons for their benefit. These
l appointed beforehend, the subjects
uch as wav

‘A3 lay interest the youny, amd the lan-

y . H
!,Udr'(,‘ mlu'pl('d to their ¢

apacitics, preaching in
Eenergl Oliy

bt to be such as may, so far as the
:';ﬂulu of the cage aduwits, be understood by
~iren.  Bug thege discourses, being expressly
‘oij‘::nd {or their advantage, and suited 10 his
flln;y;‘.l:; nt:\ le, uutlcrt and anner, wmay
0 they, '* lowact u_“’"' fpecial attention, and
M .l%'tmd. By this means also lhe.y may be
Pay more regard to the preaching of the
Eoelwl'm the ordi"ary way.

-2'.1' uslering Sabbath & chools and Bible Classes.
co:j:::.'u,""“ preach to a’ number 0'2' diﬁ'ere.m,
um:,“::t:o"" tan D.Ot, of course, impart in-
@ that ;‘;:’y P‘nw’ular. school or class as he
Qay, h‘Ne: ¢ steadily 8 one place. Th.»y
W8 racgion *r, by promoting them, and giving

by T €0unsel, and encouragement, con-

b 8
‘bﬂte‘ largely toward bedefiting the young,

Itis well known to all acquainted

THE CHRISTI

AN MESSENGER.

Scriptures with them, making inquiries of then
learn portions of the Lord's word, bhymns, &e.

questions’ aflectionately proposed, and the ad

were decidedly beneficial,

In this ' way mucl
gocd may be effected.

affections are uaturally drawn toward them

labors in the pulpit,

presented  with

with the lines—

“ Stop, poor sinner, stop and think,
Betore you further go :

Will you sport upon the brink
Ot everlasting woe "

Numbers of other believers, brought up from

likewise cheered his heart by expressions of

good.

May you, my dear young Brother, he en
couraged and animated to discharge this im-
portait part of your duty with alacrity aifd
zeal; and may your ldbors be rendered exten-
sively beneficial to the children and youth in
the field occupied by you !

Yours in gospel bonds,

. Cuakces Turper.
Aylesford, Nov. 28, 1862,

For the Christian Messenger.

'Inﬁrm Ministers’ Fund.

It is very desirable that we should have a
Fund for the support of God's servants who
| have diligently laboied in the cause of their
‘umatur, and whose infirmity prevents them from
it'urthq usefulness in that sphere,

' churches to the Associations for this purpose.
The Fuud is placed under the control of a
Board in each of the Associations. The Infirm
Minister’s Fund of the Eastern Associdtion is
| now entircly exhausted by the frequent drafts
'made upon it, :

call loudly upon our sympathy. 1 may be par-

Rev. Hez kiah
' Hull bas recently removed from Pugwash to the
bead of Awherst. His pecuniary wants are
such as should arouse the churches and indi-
| vidual mewbers to an inquiry into their duty,
lin contributing to his support.  For some yeéars
| past he has been depending upen the sympathies

| . . .
- doned for mentioning his name.

{ of friendds and aid from the Board. He has now
 become more helpless, and consequently requires
| niore assistance. :

Should any church or individual in connexion
| With any of our Associations, or othérwise, con-
tribute to Lis support, it would be very grate-
Hfully received, The Board here, seeing there
|is & considerable sum in the Infirm Minister’s
Fund of the Western Association, thought of
ad ircssing a letter to the Treasurcr, Rew. C.
Randall, soliciting an appropriation from that
r!’und. but as this would probably reach all the
mombers, we supposed there would be less delay
by appealing to them through the Christian Mes-
senger.  Any con ributions can be sent to Mr.
B. Douglas, of Awherst, the Treasurer of the
Eastern Board.

We hope to have responses to this appeal,
either from the Board of the Western Associa-
tion, from churches, or from individuals, as we
think - necessity demands it

+ . Would not the
‘churulu':, or such of them as feel able,

take a
| special Collection for this purpose, and

‘orward

| it. Any sums received will be acknuwlcdged in

the C. Messenyer.
. Yours truly,

g Cyrus Brack,

A mewmber of the Board.
Amkerst, 15tk Nov., 1862,

For tLe Christian Messenger.

The Provineial Normal School.

While the Normal 8chool is before the public,
and is being made the subject of remark by its

Conversing Jamiliarly with them. A fow

fiiends and others, an expression of opinion by

kind words addressed to children, reading” the | a naptist téacher and
and informing their minds, inducing them to
have often been peculiarly serviceable. The

monitions kind!y given, by the truly venerable
Edward Manning, to the writer in the days of | assai'ants.
his childhood and youth, are still remembered
with feelings of reverence and esteem. They

When children perceive | the Normal
that they are noticed, and their spiritual wel-
fare is sought, by the ministers of Christ, their

and they are much more likely to profit by their

4. Give them tracts, or small books. These
personal  admonitions, are
adapted to be highly useful. An execcllent
Christian minister, doubtless now in heaven,
referred his early religious impressions especial-
ly to the reading of a hymn on a tract given
him with counsels, by the writer, commencing

graduate of that institu-
1| tion will not,” I think, be deemed an intrusion.
This is done with reference to questions and
,| opinions which are known to exist in the minds
of many through the Province, who are true
-} 'riends of education, rather than to the ¢ passage
at arms’ now going on between its friends and

Believing that those who strive to represent
unfavorably the success of the efforts made by
1| the Province for advancing Education through
Schocl, and 1o attach to it the
stigma of Sectarianism, are mistaken in their
opinions, and juring a cause which it should
+| be the desire of all 10 advance, I would ask all
who wish to investigate this mat'er, and all
should do so, to free their own minds from all
, ['Sectarian bias and honestly review the benefits
which bave resulted from the schoal, with the
zeal, energy and fairness with which the dif-
ficult duties of the Principal have been dis-
charged, and I have no fear for the resuit. True,
it bas not been as successtul as it might have
been, but here the fault rests with the fault-
finders.

Few have better opportunities for judging the
merits of the theory$upon which our System of
Education is grcunded, the way “in which a
knowledge of that theory is imparted, and the

i , S ' A3 success which attends when teaching is carried
infancy in the principal field of hLis labors, have e

on in adherence to it, than its protessers, and

‘ . . . whether ability to judee be granted or not, we
grateful remembrance of lasting  benefits de- \ y JU i d ’l

8 . d N , ; . fhave many young men in our own and o her
rived from this combination of eflorts for their ¥ o

denominations known as successful teachers,

who themselves atiribute their success to the
. . v > ’

knowledge of the science of teaching,

gained
at the Normal School.

We observeralso that
here are schools, some of thém long established
which are awaking frdm the dull routine of old
torms through the influence of the Normal
System though many of thieir supporters do not
consider themselves its friends.

It seems that some would remedy defects

attachments to denominational colleges. But
such efforts would fail of (ln-ir'ul“jvct. A
Baptist teacher would suit Baptists, and so of
other Denominations, but school dis ricts include
persons of different sects, and the choice of a
teacher woulll' occasion divisions déstroying the
efliciency of any school that might be establish-
ed. The efforts of different denominations
united in confidence and fidelity can alone

There have been contributions made from the | furnish a class of teachers to which there can be

no personal objection.

With“respect to the moral traini: g which is
necessarily joined with the intellectual, all know
that the great principles of religion—all that
one has a right to teach in common schools—
are emphatically unsectarian, and way be and

There 15 now near us, one whose necessities | bave beentaught with no shade of Denomina-

tional views., It was, as we understand, on such
a pripciple that the Normal S:hool was com-
jmepced, and -we believe it has been carried
W ‘a(“wrcncc to it.

on

Of the causes of complaint which are urged
against that institution, some are the recital of
difficulties which every system of education
must meet in s strugeles with existing pre-
Judices, and not a few would be removed if The
wen who are so fearful that others may become
aflected by Dir. Forrester's denominationa; views,
might receive a spark of his enthusiasm. We
hear of Presbyterianism, spent thousands, and
poor teachers. But the objection to the ex-
penditure seems to be not that it is oo great,
but that it bas been made for the benefit of
Presbyterians especially, so the question  of
*thousands’ merges into that of Seciarianism.
In respect to this objection 1 can ouly say that
if any one after examining the circumsiances
which can be brought to sustain it finds any
thing which favours it he will have tound sOmes
thing new to me. Alter attending the Normal
School ; alter studying, graduating and teach-
ing silde by side with Presby terians, after hearing
the opinions of those of our own Denomination
who are acquainted with the working of the
institution at Trure, and above all, after receiv-
ing ‘bigotry’s most treasured items’ from its
enemies I know of nothing which an unpreja-
diced man would not be ashamed to urge as a
proof of its BSectarianism. As far_as | can
learn equal inducemenis are offered to Baptists
to attend the Normal School, eqial advantages
are enjoyed by them there, their attainments
are judged by the same standard as others, and
he same inerest is shown in their success as
teachers. If we -have not received as great
benefits from the Normal School as other De-
nominations have, I know of no other cause than
our own act. Baser influences have induced
some to become its opponents without examin-
ing the cause they may have for such opposition.,
The failure of teachers, althoogh it has been
made use of by those not favoring the Normal

which they suppose to exist by Jhaving Normal |
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“
Schoo!, has not, I think, in many cases been at
| prime cause of complaint, and even if it had it
, would prove nothing. Schools have been begun
' by Normal teachers and carried on ‘in strict ad-
| herence to the Normal System, which have been
!om?nvntly successful, and the instances are not
Lisolated.  Cellege graduates have been refused
a8 teachers becaise they had unot studied at the
- Normal School, and that by those who had had
(the experience of years in Normal teachers.
| Such instances are enough to prove the ex-

\

| cellence of the System. And while there are

some who have utterly failed, as might be ex-
pected, are there not many who have been
obbed of the elements of success, by the in-
liflerence. or  perhaps opposition of those for
vhom they labored, and many who had under-
raken the work with no sordid motive, and
arried it on with no flagging zeal, whose

eflorts
iave been attended wilrl success,

but who have
wen forced to relinquish the work by experi-
‘ncing the folly of ¢ warfare at their own
‘harges,” or have been laid aside as useless
vhen health was destroved i accomplishing a
hankless task. Let the Province put itself in
. position to call for teachers of a higher grade,
md the Normal School will supply them, bug
vhile their suppirt rests in so many cases with
gnorance and prejudice, we can hardly wonder
hat one who has spent no time in studying the
swvience which he pretends 10 practice, should
be preferred to one who has, and while this is
the case there is little cause of complaint, be-
cause more time is not spent in such preparation.

Let Baptists rally round their institutions, and
receive the benefits which they are capable ot
[ bestowing ; let ovher denominations sustain their
colleges and seéminaries, and difluse the blessings
of education, and let the people of Nova Scotia,
undivided by denominational lines, labor for the
'»ruspyﬁly of their iustitution at Trure, and the
good which has been ace omplished through it
will be increzsed, and the causes of complaint,
which exist either in their own fault or mistake,
will be removed.

Wum. ELbpkr,
Acadia ( ‘Wllege. :

| S—

For the Christian Messenger,

The Normal School.

Mr. Epitor,—

I do not thauk that the Normal School can be
fairly accused of sectarianism, unless it be from
the fact, that certain parties suppose that no
one can be qualified as a teacher, but a gra%uate
of this institution.  Dr. Forrester has avowed
this faith in the Register and Circular and Mr.
Barss in the Messenger,

By way of disavowing and opposing this
belief, 1 will first quote from the Di's, Register
aud Circular, page 11 : » Scholar hip is indis-
pensably mecessary to the Teacher, and the
more thorough and wvarious that  scholarship,
| the better is he prepared for his work, even in
the most elementary branches. i simiplicity in
the mode of communicating knowledge, consti-
tute s one of the highest qualifications,—and this
is admitted by every scund educationist,—who
does not perceive the vast stores of lrul'uing
required ) make even the most common things
plain and level to the grade of every intellect.”
There is no narrow sce arianism about this ; it
is the broad catholic tenet of education ; it eme-
bodies the golden rule of education ; it is the
Primary in the great system of education. Now
let us compare this principle with the fact, that
the college course is four yearS, while the Nor-
mal School course is about as many wonths ;
also that the qualiticaions for entering the latter,
are n« t extraordinary, whilst those for comin
Add to
this also, that a very large part of the time at
the Normal School miust be taken up with the
professional department.  Now does it admit of
a question, as to which_institution will turn out
the student kaving * thé vast stores of learning

required 10 make even the most common things
plain "7

out honourably are truly formidable.

But it is no doubt by means of the profession-
al department of the Normal School, that the
teacher is qualified and equipped ! “w Bat,” says
the Dr., * the grand design of these institutions
i the acquirement of the knowledge, both theo-
retical and practical, of the business of teach-
ing,” and wnot the acquirement of *the vast
stores of learning.”
Why this * grand design ™ is not compassed
as well and better by the Comamon and High
school, 1 do not undersiand. Does not the stu-
dent become as much trained in the 8)stem,
by -which he receives his education, as in the
sciences learned. He is not only an observer
or a hearer, but is the subjeet on whom the’
system is practiced. Bay the student bas been

taught in classes, all through his course, would
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