-

al
1 8
er
d,

nt
TA
N
int
14 4
rd
tle
at
ng

U
b

ng

the
2!

cm

all
eep

Tee
the
unt
des,
nin-
hier
' or
hat

ly.
aily
“the

all,

n his

Ce
s ob-
Jum-
rince
outie

s the
lege
wn a
s
stitu-
hat it
lead-
last
ollege
s of
k an
ange-
ation
every
rmber
must
early.
ud the
‘hairs.
resent
al the
1 'l“
L s to
coved
he Sy-
of the
cogni-
ot be
sie be
o cons
, other
ppoint
ands
jeno-

ito the
al for~
llowed
tution,

bias

’t:u
\ '
ations,

“students are educated in Canada -or Scotland,

. it s most tikely that his heart witll be there also,

November 18, 1863.]

but the denominations have nothing to do with
their appointment or removal, and the ‘endency
is for the protessors to shrink from anyihing like
the serving of denominational ends, By the
constitution of Dalhousie College, the pro-
fessors are appointed in the interest of their
respective  dencminations, It the expere
ment -suceeed, it wil shew that denomina
tions, while retuining their individuality, may
co-operate in, and thus promote_the unity of the
Church, to a muvh lager extent tlmq I8 at pre-
gent supposed possible. "lho t-u'mblwl.nwm of
the College at Halitax will bave important bear-
jngs on the Church of Canada, At present, a
large proportion of ‘the students of divinity
come hom Nova Scotia, but few or none have
gone back to labour there as ministers, The
establishment of Dalbousie College is desipned
to educate students in the Proviice, #o that
their ®ympathjes may be with the people of
Nova Scotia. It bas Leen found that when

their desire I8 to remain in these countries,
By the cstablishment of Dalhousie College,
m;\ny of the youth ol Nova Scotia will buIn:-
tained to serve there in the ministry, but it is
robable that a larger number that at present
will find their way into the Synod of Canada,
At present very few of the youth of the: I'ro-
yinve receive a University education, but it is
expected that, bi' the establshment of l).al-
bousie College, the number will be largely in-
creased, the facilities being so much greater,
A very lnr{;u number of the sons ol farmers,
who may have no taste for agricultural pur
suits, leave for the United States 10 push their
fortune there3 but'were proper facilities aflord-
ed, many of this class would prefer studying
at a Vrovincial Universiry with the view ol
preparing for the learned prolg‘nimu.t In this
way it is probable that more will be induced to
turn their attention to the ministry than the
wants of Nova Scotia may require, and the
most natural field for this surplus will be Ca.
nada.

It is not contemplated at present to estab-
lish a Divinity Hall in connection with Dal.
housie College, For years to come, a uu‘;pl_\
of two or three licentiaties annually “will be
suflicient 10 meet the wants of the church; and
such a number would not warrant the establish-
ment of a staflf of suitably qualified professors.
The divinity students supported by the Synod
must therefore be sent to Canada or Scotland.
In order to get the benefit of the services of the
divinity students as catechists in the summer
months, it will be more convenient to send them
to Canada thanto Scotland. By labouring as
catechists in Nova Scet a, their sympathies will
be with their own Province,, At present the
temptation to remain in Canada does not arise
from their sudying there, but trom their labour-
ing there as catechists during the summer, It
js very natural that a licentiate should wish to
remain with a congregation which he has him
el built up as a catechist ; and if & sphere
be assigned to him in Nova Scotia as a catechist,

and that he will not seek to leave -when he ol-
tains license, There is a general feelihg in the
Synod that the most effectual way of extending
the church is by raising & native ministry, who
will act as wissionaries or catechists during the
summer months of the college curriculum, and
thus serve as pioneers for the establishment of
permanent - congregations,  Usless we have a
machinery caleulated to deal with amere hand.
ful of peopls at the outset, it will be jmpossi-
ble to wake any advance. The difficulty lies
not in the uppointment of ministers to congre-
gations already made, but in the making of new
congregations. The catechist system mects the
difliculty, and hence the importance of heving
our students educated within reach of the
sphere of their futyre labours.”

The following deseription of the Rev. Donald
MecDonald, and bis people in Prince Edward
Island, wiil interest our readers:

] 2
wJune 27, 1 had the vl«num of meeting to-
day with the Rev. Dopald McDonald, of whem
1 had often heard in Weotland, and whose life
forms one of the most singular chapters in the
history of wissionary enterprise. Though he
lhcluiul the meetings of the Synod, he has not

ut himsell under its jurisdiction. He prefers
olding a direct connee jon with the Church of
Scotland. He was licensed by the Presh)tery
of 8t. Andrews, and was ordained by the Pres
bytery of Abertar(l, It is now 34 years since
he came to the lsland, At that period the set-
tlers from the Highlands of Scotland were with-
out ministers, and had sunk into a state of great
religious indifference,  Witheut- a mission from
any Clurch, he devoted Limsell to the tusk of
supplying the spiritua) destitution, None but the
bravest Lieart could bhave faced the privations
and sufferings he endured. With the zesl and
heroismi of a Xavier, he braved the wild beasts
of the forest, the almest Arctic severity of the
climate, and above all the indifference and de-
gradation of the people. His feet were vovered
with untanned mocassing, He walked on snow.

THE

has elders to conduct the devotions when he is
not himself present,  The people are now dis
tinguished by their piety, industry, and temper-
ance. To make them a peculiar poople, and 1o
mark them oft' from the world, as the lsraclites
were from the heathen natiens around, their
rmor has enjoined the apostolic kies on all, and
e forbidden the eating of pork. The bodily
exercises at public wongip also form a marked
peculinvity, “The people on account of these
exercises yeceive the opprobrious names of “Jerk.
ers,” “Kickers” “Jumpers,” &, The term
“jerk™ aeseribies the peculiar motion - ol the
head when the congregation is aflected, The
head is convulvively jerked forward, the chin
falling upon the treast; and then suddenly jerk.
ed backwards,  Cries of distress usually accom-
pany these movements. A whole congregation

going through these exercises presents a very
sirgular.spectacle.  The jerks are evidently in
voluntmy. The people feel, that when wrought
into a certain state of mind, they cannat pres
vent the access of the jerks.  After a time, the
jerks gave way to another exercise, that of
dancing, singing, and clapping of the hands.
This in a joyful exercise, and represents the
gladness of the sinner when set free from the
convictions of sin.  According to Mr. McDon.
ald’s nemenclature, the proper name of the jerk
is * stroke,” and the _ro)tul exercise is. the
“work.”  When these exercises at first appear
ed about 30 yeary ago, he did not know how to
interpret them, but as they were accompanied
with deep religious feelings, and a change ol
character, he regarded them as the direct work
of the Holy Spirit,  With this view of the sub-
jeet, he felt bound to encourage the work, and
in the course of time it became the most char.
acteristie feature of his form of worship. Some-
times the work comes hike a strong tempest, and
at other periods it rubsides into a gentle breexe.
It reached its climax shortly after the late re-
markable reviva's in heldnd, but, unlike these
revivals, it continues in full foree. It is not rur-
prising that Mr. McDonald should at first be
perplexed by these psychical phenomena, as he
drd not enjoy the advantage of those researches
which have shed go much light upon the subject,
Still, his practical good sense has prevented him
from falling into grave error.  While he acknow-
ledged the fact that the genuine cperations of
the Holy Spirit may be accompanied Ly such
strong cmotions as to produce violent physiolog.
ical eflects, still he perceived that these effects
might be propagated without any supernatural
operations. Sometimes the exercises are exhi-
bited in & very striking form by those who, he
is confident, have no true spiritual convictions,
and in such a case he tells the party to stop,and
the work ceases at his command, In some of
the reviva's of New England, the jerks lormed
a prominent characteristic, but it was found that
they spread as i’ by contagion, without any re-
religious impressions,  Sometimes the sensitive
subjects were seized with the jerks on horre.
bac":. Sometimes they were agtacked in slecp,
and, starting up, continued jerking for a con.
siderable time. One peron communivated sthe
jerks to another without the intervention ol any
religious impression, vo that the jerks is not a
proof per se that the auk{uct bas undergone any
religious change.  Mr. NeDonald is saved from
any practical error by maintaining the supre.
maocy of the Bible as the rule of life, and by in-
sisting on & walk and conversation becoming
the Gospel.  Tle has been sometimes accvsed of
Antinomionism. But this has ariren fiom the
100 monplr ﬂpuralive wanngr in which he
speaks of Paul’y distinetion between the natural
and spiritual elements in the heart of the re.
newed man,  Mr. McDonald speaks quaintly of
the spiritual Donald, and the natural Donald—
of the old Donald and the new Donald, He
sometimes alludes (o the old Donald as a bein

quite distinet from bhimself. But the error is
une only of phraseology ; he entirely repudiates
the idea that the new bnnald is not responsible
for the decds of the old Donald, The result of
his labours aflfords a practical “proof of this.
His followers are distinguished by the exemplary
character of their lives, and are willing to mpke
any sacrifice for the cause of religion, Mr,
McDonald is.now about 80 years of age, but
retains the vigor and vivacity of%youth, Ilis
character in wany respects resembles that of
Wesley. He is a hearty, hilarious man, with a
keen appreciation of the humorous,  He has
nothing uworose or repulsive in his character
but, like Wesley, he has a wonderful insight
into human nature, and extraordinary tact in
roverning his own people and advancing their
nterests, From being an object of reproach
and persecution, he is now a !muom ¢ of great
consideration in the community. His followers
can'now turn the elections and decide the fate
of governments. It is often to him a themo of
fervent gratitude that the once despised Donald
is now courted and honored as the fit associate
of men of high degree. e is, however, hum-
ble, and takes none of the glory to himself. 1lle
18 distinguished by the sternness of his Calvin.
ism and his unswerving loyalty to the Church
of Scotland. He is & man of kindly faelings,

shoes and blazed his way through the pahless
forest with his hatchet, He had no home to
shelter him,  lle was contented with the chance
shelter of the rudest hut or shanty, and with the

coarsest fare. Ile carried no serip, and he had

- 10 money in his purse.  The sorest trial of his
faith was to brave, in the crowded hat, the cu-
tancous affections to which his countrymen are the Egyptian magicians, his rod would swallow
proverbially said to be subject, but he passed  them up. Tle ascribed these bodily exercises
courageously through even .this ordeal. He 'to Satanic agency, wisely allowed to exhibit the

(f tnke no reward for bis labours, exsecp: ~ uuperiorit of the work under a Calvinistic min-
uch ' istry.
disinterested self-sacrifice had a higher nvud.‘dceihd to the Church of Scotland : so that

The people learned to love and honor him, and = when he has departed, they

he soon gained an absolute sway over them. His

influence has now so wldﬁy extended that he | which gave him his commission, and in whose
o

makes a circuis service be bas spent & long lile of heroi¢ forti-
among them trom Sabbath to Sabbath, And he tude and éndurunce.

woul
the priniitive bospitatity of the people.

has thirteen churches.

but be has no charity toArminianism. e can-
'not see how the Arminian can be saved, When
(it was objected that the Wesleyans, who hold
| Arminiun doctrine, could sometimes exhibit
bodily exercises very similar to the work among
|

his own followers, his ready reply was that

the churches erected by him are

will stand asa
ument ¢f his affection to the dear old Church
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AND ENTRANCK ON THE
MININTRY.,

CONVERSION,

(No. b))

Painful experience taught me the impracticas
bility of becoming religious secrety. My at.
tempts to prevent my ewotions from being known,
exposed me to temptations, and hence plunged
me into deeper despondency. It 1 did not
wholly supprers them, they would be observed
by thote around me. Bome of the children
that attended my school were said to have re-
marked to their parents, that * the Master for-
merly proyed only athoit time, but now he
sometimies prayes a good while, and he cries too!
Finding my scheme thus in practicable, 1 aban-
doned the idea of concealment, and frankly

The language of iy heart was—

“ And if' I am undono at last, .
1 want no plearure here §

In sorrow lot wy days be past,
Unless the Lord appear.”

In my intercourse with professing Christians,
however, 1 met with sone discourdgements.
There were, indeod, & fow around me whose
plety was unquestiovable, and whose counsel
was wholesome, They exhorted me to flee at
onee, as a guilty and perishing sinner, to Christ
for salvation ; and to rely solely on Him for ae-
ceptance with God.  Sowe individuals, however,
endeavored to console me with the Lhojpe that 1
was already born again, and consequently in a
state of grace. This was undoubtedly well
intended ; but it then appeared to me, as it still
does, to be injudicicus, It is desirable for peos
ple to “ know" for themselves that they “ have
passed from death unto life.” Had 1 derived
comfort from this view of my state, it is evident
to me that the eflfect would have been injurious,
But as my dread of a false hope was great, such
suggestions aflorded me no consolation. The
wrathof God appeared to me to beabiding on me.
There were some among whom I resided who
had professed faith in Christ, but their daily de.
portient was not at all in accordance with their
protession. This was to me, as the same thing
has been to many others, & great stumblings
block. 1 was often tempted to think, by reason
of this, that what was called ¢ experimental re.
ligion was only imaginary. There were, how.
ever, in the circle of my acquaintance so many
persons whose conversaiion and Lehaviour e
vinced a divine ehange, causing them to differ
greatly from the unregenerate in general, that
1 could not doubt the reality of Christian experi.
ence. JIndeed, I felt conscious that without it 1
must ever rewain altogether unfit for the heaven.
ly state,

In reference to inconsistency in some profese
ors of religion, and its pernigious influence on
the thoughtful, a case occurred of-a peculi-
arly trying nature. Meeting with a stranger
who, as 1 was informed, Lad professed to be a
disciple of Christ, I availed mysell of an oppor-
tunity to walk with him through a grove, stated
to him how lamentable was my condition, and
requested bhim to retire and pray with me.
How great were my surprise and sorrow when
he replied, that he did not pray for himselt!
The thought occured foreibly to my mind, that
should 1 obtain a hope, and profess faith, pro-
bably 1 would soon be like this man ; and there-
fore it was useless to seck any farther, My
thoughts, however, were led into a train of re-
flection to this eflect :~Were Iin a building
which was unquestionably on fire, and in which
all that remained must shortly perish ; how many
soever might set out to leave it, and then return
and sit down in it again, | would strive to the
utmost to effect my escape : and surely the de-
liverance of the soul from endless woe was vast.
Iy more important, and wmore worthy of being
carnestly sought, than the preservation of natur-
al life. The unwise conduct of others ‘must
not deter we from fleeing from the wrath to

these were lying wonders ; and, like the rods of | come.

Another cirecumstance subjected me to a severe
tempthtion, It was seldom that an opportunity

as afforded of hearing a sermon without going
a long distance. Learning that a young man
was to preach in the neighborhood, I gladly at.
tended, After the close of the meeting I re.
mained in the dwelling house in which it was held,
with ‘an intention of secking pertonal instrue.

S

tion and advice from the preacher, But he pre-

avowed wy determination to seek for mercy.

365

' ~~

sently entered into & strain of light and trifling
conversation and I concluded that any inquiry
with reference to the salvation of the soul would
be regarded by bim as an unwelcome intrusion.
1 therefore said nothing to bim on the subject
of religicn, A remembrance of this case of in-
discretion in a preacher, and of the sore trial
endurcd by reason of it, though it bas not made
me sufliciently cautious at all times, has cfien, in
the course of my ministry, tended to put me on
my guard against the same evil,

Mectings were sometimes huld in places not
far remote from me by an aged man, (Mr. John
White,) whose labord were more profitable to
me, ‘Though he was deficient with regard to
cducation—he was rever ordeined——and some-
times erred by selecting obscure texts which he

{did not understand, yet Lo was evidently an

experienced Christian, and be clearly pointed
out the true nature, and the abrolute necessity,
of vital godliness. Morcover, his religion was
not cor fined to the pulpit ; but it was his gener-
al thome. Censequently he did not by subse-
quent levity obliterate any serious reflections
that might have been produced by his

A preaching.  On the contrary, his private in-

tercourse with familics, and his admonitions to
individuals, were adapted to cherish, or to pro-
duce, 1eligious emotions. A small preacher who
thus preaches in the parlor, in the kitchen, by
the way side, and by a uniform Christian de-
portnient; may be much more useful than a great
one who does not. Accordingly the faithful
labors of this pious man tended to deepen my
convictions of the reality, the value, and the
vast imjortance of genuine pietyy and of my
own wretcheduess and danger while destitute
of it

S— - . - - - - —

For the Christian Messcuger.

About the *‘ Associated Alumni”
of Acadia College.

Nnr. Epiror,—

1 wish' to say a word to some of the Alumni
of Acadia College. A fowwho have not only

Vstudied at the College, but have brought thence

well merited honors, who have made credit for
their abilities, and respect for their principlel,

have so far stood aloof from the * Associated
Alumni.,” 1 do not believe they have assumed a

hostile attitude. In consciencé no alumnus can
do this, DBut for some reazon, which I cannot
comprehend and which I would fain bave them
express, many give but a nominal support, and
some no support, They profess to be champions
for the College, They sa) they owe an eternal
debt of gratitude to her. They are ready to
suffer poverty and want for Aer aflluence, bus
all the while turn the deal’ ear to the claims of
a Society completely bound up with their Moth-
ler College, by the ties of afliliation, Let me
say this 10 such Alumni; and Ispeak not only:
to those who hold in their hand College gcre-
dentials, but te all who have studied at either of
our schools, for of such is our membership; |
bellieve that the future of this Association is
largely identified in sucecss with the future of
the College. Suppose we were to cancel our
Act of Incorporation, dissolve our constitution
and decide on death, would the blow be tempor-

the aflcctions and cmbittercd the sympathies for
the Co!lege among a hundred of its Alumai for the
| present, but would have diverted thereirom a
chaunel of support for all time to come; you would
have anhulled the surest guarantee to the Col.
lege, for an aflectionate remembrance in the
hearts and minds of her sons. Lot me explain
here a little, There are epochs in the history
of Colleges as well as in the bistory of nations
and of aris,  'When the educational necessity or
the philantbropic impulse moves leadiug men,

who in turn move multimdes to the founding of
a College and its incipient support, then its im-
Lmediate well-being is guaranteed, But there
| are not whole generations or an unbroken suc-
cession of benevolent Father Hardings and Pro-
fessor Chipmans, The College must sometime
inevitably come to find her only stafl' in herown
offipring. 'Who will deny that this epoch is
raj idly upproaching for ourselves? Our fathers,
where are they ?

In & few decades of years at most, the men
who in ber infancy gave of their substance and
their prayers will have fallen from around her,
and her prosperity then must alone be measured
by thu attachment and constancy of her pwn
sons. ‘The one loud cry, therefore, ringing high
above all others is to secure that enthusiastic
devotion which shall warrant a support perwa-
nent and adequate. What plodge for that de-
votion bave we now ? 1 am afraid we cannot

ary, Notit jlor you would have not only aliened

trust alone to that reverential regard for his
College, that seems engraven on the heart of

~e
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