alisns look back with satis.

y the burly moﬂdroh who ﬁut sta
National Church; while Wesley-

embalm the memory of their founder,
Waestey, in their hearts ; while Presbyterians
‘cherish the name of Calvin, and Lutherans

i
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~ what is the origingf the Baptists ?

Authorities differ on this point. Some date
our beginning to a more recent, others to a
more remote period; but the farthest back
into our history which any of our Rasdobap-
tist friends can get, from the mostiihentic
information within their reach, 1s to the
pragwatig, wild zealots®of Munster.

We must confess we have no great liking
for such a parentage, and with all due defer-

- ence to those who thus frame our family trez,

we beg to demur,

~ The following is the way in which mem-
bers were received into the first Baptist
church of which we have any knowledge.

“ Then they that gladly réceived his word
were baptized : and the same day there were
added unto them about thre2 thousand souls.”

So we claim to be ailied to the church in
Jerusalem,

To any one who would be interested in
tracing Baptist history from the days of the
Apostles to“the présent, we would heartily
recommend “ Orchard’s History of the Bap-
tists,” which, without much amplification of
his own, gives us succint, reliable historical
statements, to prove that even in the very
darkest of ¢ the dark ages” there were
Baptists and Baptist churches. —Canada
Baptist. ;
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- Christion Flessenger.
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HALIFAX, JANUARY 7, 1863.

A HAPRY NEW YEAR to you once
again, gentle reader ! Our last issue being
on the last day of the Old Year, our atten-
tion was then given to the past, but probabl
before the reflections therein had reached all
our readers, they had received the above
greeting from many of their friends, and our
present wish will not have reached them be-
fore they have had frequent interchanges of
congratulations, Still as this 4s our first
issue for the year of our Lord 1863, we cannot
allow it to leave us without an expression of
what is in our heart towards all the friends
to whom we make our weekly visits. Most
sincerely then we wish our readers a Happy
New Year, and shall do our utmost to fulfil
our wish and contribute our weekly quota to
make the year a happy one. Our highest
ambition is to be a Messenger of good to all.
The most valuable blessings are those which
are most lasting, and we have no desire to
conceal our principles or our aims. We
therefore say, without hesitation, that we
wish to be in reality what our name indicates,
a Christian Messenger to all our respected
readers.
year to be a happy one, and that our mes-
sages, from time to time, iflly be such as may
contribute to the happiness of every christian
man, woman and child. If it be that any
‘bave not yet secured the appellation,—chris-
«t:a0—we hope they may do so during the
Jyear. We should consider no honor so great
-a8 to learn hereafier that the Spirit of God
had made use of our feeble inctrumentality
in producing this result, and that some who
"began the year with the character described
in the Word of God, as * dead in trespasses
. and sins,” had become *alive in Christ Jesus,’
and therefore happy in the emjoyment of
‘ peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ,’ and ° rejoicing in hope of the glory
of God.’ By the ion of this spiritual
Jife, even the commonest blessings of Provi-
-dence are rendered doubly precious, but
withou! it the largest supplies of earthly
hawe bitter elements, and fail to satisfy

e wants of mankind, or confer what may
be deemed true happiness. When christian

mciples pervade sgciety and rule in every
‘family, then our mission will be in a great
measore accomplished, Till then we join
lmdswl:: all who are ed in dissemina-
‘ting tru knowledge—especially that
‘knowledge which may he deemed chgistitn.
We hail every triumph over the kingdom of
-darkness, and are happy tohtesuc infor-
mation to make known to our readers. In

pursuing this * wozk of faith and labor of love,’
we have

e the sympathy of all who seek the

of the Grea il‘or and desire Him
Vg

the world ; netonly so, but we belizee

we are in harmor 'ﬁ heavenly messen-

.zl. for we are informed by our Saviour that

oice over one siamer that repeptcth.
desire then for all, in every sense in
‘may be W, A Harpy

"5

|surely ! whether the children of all persons

Y | has been discussing the question, What name

In this respect we would wish they

| leges.

| Tx entering upon another year we have to
dtulate our réaders on their exemption

from many of the ills which afflict our fellow-
men, There is doubtless poverty enough in
every neighborhood, and this often arising
from want of prudeunce and thrift. ® But this
opens up a field for benevoleat attention.
Where but little can be done, that little, with
such counsel and sympathy as may be im-
parted, mdy be the means of more real alle-
viation of sorrow, and of conferring more last-
ing good than vast.stores given in ‘profusion.
This is one of the ways in which it may be
discovered that ¢‘a little .that a righteous
man hath is better ghan the riches of many
wicked.”

{
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SpuraroN the Baptist.—There seems to be
no diminution in the popularity or usefulness
of * this justly celebrated preacher.”

October 23rd, he baptized fifieen.
“ 27th, “ four.
LU 30tk, “ twenty.
And November 13th, g fourteen.

" From the fme source as we obtfain the
above information, we learn that at Queen
Street, Woolwich, seven were baptized on
Oct 26th, One of these brethren passed
through all the dangers of the Crimean cam-
paign and accompanied the Arctic expedition
id search of Sir John Franklin,

“WHOSE CHILDREN SHOULD BE BAPTIZED !’ —
1s the title of a series of letters, the lst of
which appears in the Presbyterian Witness
of last week. A very important question

without reference to their parents’ religious
character, are entitled to this ordinance ; or

whether it should be restricted to the offspring | fourth lecture of the course before the Young

of communicants, This is a ihatter on which
we find no information in the Seriptures, we
therefore congratulate the combatants on the
ease with which they may find an answer ;
the only rule there given is ** Whoscever be-
lieveth ;” without reterence to thcir parentage.
These, we think, are the only persons men-
tioned in the * Great Directory.”

Tur Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan

should be used for houses of worship—
“ Church, chapel, or meeting

-house, which 7”
He objects to Meeting-house as too indefinite ;

Chapel he deems inappropriate, but concludes
that Church is the most proper designation,
and thinks that * Methodist, Baptist, Presby-
terian, Episcopal, will sufficiently distinguish
one De-on:inational Churck from another,”

A correspondent in the subsequent week’s
paper, signing himself “ A Baptist,” says :

“ We Baptists have more objection to the use
of that word as a designation for the  building
than you have, because we call our societies,
churches—whereas you, 1 believe, call your
churches, societies. Be that as it may, I wonder
at your forgetfulness of time-honoured usage.
Your venerable founder did not call the build-
ings by either of the names you have mention-
ed. With him it was plain “ preaching house.”
I have one of his letters in my possession. It
was written in 1788, and with a trembling hand,
for he was then, I think, in his 85th year. It is
addressed as follows:—“ To Mr. Ba-dsley, at
the Preaching House in Plymouth Dock.”

The following is the letter of John Wesley,
to which he refers: -

“ MY DEAR BroTHER,—I am glad to hear
so good an account of the Work of God at
Bideford. That town bad held out long, and
seemed to bid defiance to the gospel. But if
we are not weary of well-doing, we shall reap
in due time. ¢

“ 1 should hardly have expected any increase
of the Work of God at Launceston. Bat pro-
bably it will be enlarged by your preaching in
the Town-hall : For many will come thither,
who would not come to our Preaching-house.

“ As long as you and your fellow-labourers
converse freely together, and act by united
counsels, the work of the Lord will prosper in
your hands, and continue instant in. prayer,
particularly in your closet.

I am, Dear Sammy,
Your affectionate Brother,

J. WesLEY.”
There is no date to the letter, but the Post-

office stamp gives it—* March 12, 1758.” -

The editor remarks that “ Preaching-house
is now obsolete.” He admits that the word
ecclesia, rendered Churck in our New Testa-
ment version, is applicable properly to the

ple of God, but suggests that some writers

ve supposed *church” was the original
name for the place of worship, “and was
subsequently used to denote the collective
worshippers only by a figure of speech.”

We confess that the word Meeting-house
does not quite satisfy us. but are not pre-!
pared to contend for * ghnrch” as the ﬁm'o‘

e designation for the material building.
Pr'h!';n diversity of uses of the term church
has attached such erromeous ideas to it, that
we are somewhat scrupulous about its wuse
in any other than its New Testament sense.
Some have used it for the body of the
clergy, and excluded the laity from a par-
ticipation in church powers, duties and privi-

r ¥ T Ransa A“', CHAPEL Ogn' fne Oonrt

Chapel, originally built for the Rev. Mortlock

of Chancery, has recently been exciting con-
siderable interest among Baptists in England.
It appears to have arisen from a difference of
opinion concerning the possession of Beulah.

Daniel. * In consequence of the admission of
unbaptized persons to communion, scme of
the members deemed the right of the church
to hold pessession of the building had been
forfeited. The arguments and evidence on
both sides occupied several days. The report
of these fills up several pages of Te Freeman,
Baptist paper. '

The Vice Chancellor gave judgment in a
very elaborate, careful and able address, but
dismissed the bill with costs—equivalent, we
believe, to declaring the church’s right to
hold the chapel property.

Newsparers.—The Acadian Recorder of
Saturday last, announces the completion of
its fiftieth year, having commenced on the
13th of January, 1813. We congratulate
our aged contemporary on the ripe maturity
he has attained.

The Colonial Review has closed its career
of about three months. It started with prom-
ises of securing a high position in the two
provineces,—appearing simultanecusly in Hal-
ifax and St. John. Its « Valedictory ” ap-
pears in the last number, announcing that
“its publication must be suspended on ac-
count of the exorbitant expenses for paper,
&e.” This will not surprise those who know
what it costs to get out such a paper.

Lecrure.—Rev. Dr. Pryor delivered the

Men's Christian Association, on Tuesday
evening, the 30th ult. Subject, “ What Lit-
erature and Science owe to the Bible.”

The lecture was full of instruction, and
commanded the rapt attention of a large and
intelligent audience for upwards of an hour.
He shewed that many of the most striking
passages ci{ our most popular writers and
most admired poets were but tapers lichted
at the great * lamp ” given to guide men to a
knowledge of God. He demolished the idea
that Science had made known facts opposed
to the Bible, and shewed that perfect har-
mony must exist betiveen God’s works and
his word, although men may not always see
the connection. Whilst the whole legture
wastable and eloquent, yet some of its pas-
sages were peculiarly so, and were received
by warm expressions of approbation from the
audience.

Tur-Week or PravER. —Prayer meetings
are being held in the different places of wor-
ship in the city. On Monday morning the
meeting was held in St, Andrew’s church, and
was presided over by 8. L. Shavnon, Esq, A
goodly number was in attendance. In the
evening in the same place, the Rev. Mr.
Munro conducted the meeting.

Yesterday the meetings were held in the
Brunswick Street Church. Mr. Selden pre-
sided in the morning. The meeting consisted
of probably five or six hundred persons.
Rev. P. G. McGregor presidea over ‘): even-
ing meeting. .

To-day the meetings are held in Chalmer’s
Church. T. A. Brown'Esq. to preside in the
morning and Rev, Mr. Lathern in the evening.

On Thursday, at Granville Street Church,
to be conducted in the morning by Dr. Avery
and in the evening by Rev. Mr. Addy.

On Friday, in Poplar Grove Church. T.
A.8. DeWolt, Esq., in the morning and R ¥,
Mr. Boyd in the evening, ’

On Saturday, at St. Matthew’s Church, P.
C. Hill, Esq., in the morning, and Rev, Mr.
Uniacke in the afternoon, at 3 o’clock.

New Book.

Poems, Descriprive AND MorAL; by John
McPherson, styled by himself ¢ Harp of Aca-
dia” Halifax. pp. 250.

A new book is not often seen now-a-days.
American publishers have aimost suspended ope-
rations as far as bringing out new works is con-
cerned.

The issue of a new book from the Nova Seo-
tia press is therefore a thing to be noticed ; after
the experience of s0 many native authors, some
courage is necessary for a person to venture on
a work with so limited a demand as this Prov-
ince alone would command. This virtue alone
then calls for a word of commendation, and de-
serves the patronage of an intelligent public.
But when it is a volume containing the elevated
strains of the true poet with the characteg of
the lyrics calculated to endear the land to its
people, surround localities with interest, infuse
noble sentiments, and call up elevated aspira-
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fax but

he died at the

of his poetry app
or 80 years &g
present volum
McPherson—Joh#t S. Tho
lieve, who has prefixgiiia

of the aunthor. Thif 3
spei‘r uest of some of the survivin
of the departed. The following
paragraphs are.a fine apology for b

publications. %

“ The literary memorial is, in moders
favorite regort against earthly oblivi
getfulness.” It is one of the Jleast expe
the monuments to departed ability op
and may be the most popular, endusi
aseful. iy

The statuary or tablet may fix the
of friendship or curiosity,—the pyra
ing above the desert sands, may at
traveller from a distance ;—HBut mll‘bhﬂm
gravite have but & narrow sphere, a vagye gnd
flegting story, compared with the- voluma.
let’te%ress. The latter, to some extent w
petuates the spirit of the departed. Itﬁlru&;
precept, while it embodies warning or example
;it lies on many alcot.tage window-;in,...?d'

ars its more ample record to ot genera
rions. s ber Pl

To trace the emotions and exertions of 5
mind out of the usual order, may bewariong
desirable, even th~ugh the fine macbine»did-né
always run wis ,, according-to the wisdom of
this world. The rude details of every-day ex.
perience, encountered under very untowatd
circumstances, may, like the bars of the eky-
lark’s cage, have prevented higher flight ang
sweeter music, and caused laceration and ear|
subsidence of song and life ;—but the snatches
of melody should be appreciated, and the
pathetic story win attention in a leisure hour.

Much of a ‘country’s wealth consists in her
better mirds. To allow the memory of such to
disappear with their earthly frames, may be
considered about as inapp
dicious, as would be the intérring
wealth when the spirit deparied. Where the
memory of genius 1s baleful, let it be forgoiten,
except by way of lament or warning; where it
is of beneficial tendency, the light shculd, as i
may, be handed down from generation to gene-

ration. Happily, McPherson’s intellectn l‘

mains are of the purer kind.”
We should be glad to give a specimen or two
of the poetic compositions of MecPherson, bt

have only space for a few brief stanzas. The
following is addressed

To A STrDENT OF AcADIA COLLEGE.

Art thou so wedded to the Saviour’s cause

That, bidding farewell to thy native land,

Thou wilt embark for India’s distant strand
To teach the Heathen mild Religion’s laws ?
Thou art, for Heaven hath fitted thee for this

By giving thee that knowledge of the truth,
And that sweet earnest of immortal bliss,

Which stamp decision on the aims of youth ;
Then, though we still would keep thee here—depart
Comstrained by that great love that rules thy inmost

Go, with our feeble aid, our fervent prayers,—

Go, with thy God to comfort thee, to guide

The bark that bears thee s:fely o’er the tide,
And give 1hee strength for Missionary cares.
Go, holding not thy life’s frail tenure dear

As counting all the h of earth but (frosa,
That but some other souls may heay

Of the salvation purchased on the Cross.
And casting down ther senseless idols, own
The Lord our God Most High, who sits upon the
. , [Throne !

Some who knew the Rev. Samuel Elder who
died at Philadelphia in 1852, soon after he left
the pastorate of the Fredericton Baptist Chureh,

will be Gratiﬁed to read some lines addressed

To SAMUEL ELDER.

“ Dear brother of the mystic tie.”
» 1 would that thou wert here.
To gaze with me on yon fair sky
And yon receding sphere.
The evening air is coel, though calm,
The waving fields are breathing balm ;
Oh would that thou wert near,
To sit with me on thig green hill,
While thoughts sweet essences distil.

Yet thou canst feel, where’er thou art,
All beauty—glory—power,
The mirrin(gi of the conscious heart,
The mind’s immortal dower.
‘All nature, measureless and free,
Is pregnans with delight for thee
n every varied hour ;
For thine the genius that pursues
Meek wisdom in whate'er it views.
N . . g - . . . b
Thou hast a dearer, purer choice,
A higher, holier aim
Than this world’s vain inconstant voice,
And snsubstantia' fame ;
g.:d Wamio: of thel}loly Cross !
, counting earthly aims as d
Secure a deathless lylme : o
Go on, increasing in desire
For souls, and souls shall be thy hire.

Go, chosen Militant, and wield
The armour of the Lord

Go, strong in faith, and take the field
Ageinst the thing abhorred ;

Go grapple with the world of si

An '3 win

ht the righteous figh
The infinite r::‘!lvlud— S, a0

The glory yet to be revealed
To oﬁ by t{e Redeemer sealed !
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tions, it deserves more than a passing notice.
The writer was a native of Liverpool, Nova
Scotia, not one of the most fortunate as

this world’s good. Helived a Ml'in Hali-
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