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In him we live.

[ know. thou art not far,
My Gol, from me; yon star
‘Speaks of thy nearness, and its rays
Fall'on-me like thy touch; O, raise
These eyes of ‘mine &
To see thy face, ev@n thine,

My Father and my God !

Thou speakest, and I hear! ®
What gracious, heavenly cheer
Is in thy gentle speech, my God !
How it lifts off the heavy load
Which bows my weary head,
And checks me in my speed,
My gracious God and Lord !

Thou knowest all | am,
My evil and my shame ;
‘And yet thou hat'st me noty -
Nor hast e’en once forgot
Thy handiwork divine,
This help'ess soul of mine,
My ever-loving Lord! -

Thou wilt be nearer yet,
And one day I shail get,

The fuller vision of thy tace,

In all its perfeet light and grace;
When 1 shall see thee gs thou art,
And in thy kingdom bear my part,

My blessed King and God !

Aeligious,

“ It is Christ that died.”

RoMANS viin 34.

NN

A BERMON BY REV. WM, HALL,

The glorious gospel of the blessed God had
effecied @ wondrous transformation of charac-
té# in him, who, under the influence of in-
spiraticn, penned these emphartic words, vig,—

the apostie Paul, otherwise called Saul of

Tarsus, the great apostle of the Gentiles.

Asif to afford the strongest evidence of
the power of divine grace on human wvature,
aod to furnish sufficient data whereby th-
whole superstructure “of Christianity might
be established, that divine and sovereign
grace sccmed to select as a proo! and experi-
ment the most improbable case, Around
Saul of Tarsus, there clung no sympathies in
favour either of christians or christianity.
He had hoard of the ome but to foam with
madoess, of the other byt to vow its utter
extirpation,. A Hebrew parent, a Hebrew
Rabbi aud the Hebrew religion were not
likely meavs to mould the wind of this ex-
traordinary man and prepsre him for the
Avostieship of Christ.  No germs of thought
80W0 in his heart in his days of boyhood, no
lesson which he could have acquired in that

~+renowned school of heathen philosophy &t

Tarsus, where his earliest life liad been passed,
Was at all likely to prepure his mind for the
reception ot the gospel, no dogma of Jewish
Theol gy which he could have learnt at the
feet of Gamalie), where his mature manhood
bad beeu spent, was a likely means to mould
his mind and prepare him for pursuing his
Subsequent career as an ambassador of the
oross; uulike his coadjulors in the Apostle-
'h!p'. who had walked by the side of the

Vicur, who hud witnesscd  his  splendid
Wirucles, who had heard his gracious words,
wd teen under his personal training, and
from being the humble disciples ot Christ

Hale alterwards the acoredited teachers of

his religion, Paul, on the other hand, was

l‘ke one born cut of due time, and we ask,
Could that be « faet or a fiction, & reality or
Sshadow, which eflected such a change in the
:ﬁ)le empire of the Apostie’s mind 7 Let us

b couversion, the journey to Daiwascus,
rmed with the authority of the Sanbedrim
% persccute the disciples of the crucified One,

¢ light brighter than the noou-day sun
which shene upon him, the voice which came
Upou his ears with stactling emphasis, «“ Saul,

ulywhy persecutest thou me?” And no
%oner was that lofty soul influenced by the
“Xpulstve power of a new affection than -he
{!rded himself with «ll the energies of his
ighly gited mind to the work of propagat-
g that fuith which he had once endeavoured

wormwood“io the Church had now become
her star_of prowise ;- he who had been a bold

Christ, making bavoe of her children, was
now become gentle as a nurse cherishin
those children.—If such a change had been
effected in the soul of this great man, he by
the instrumentality of that gospel had accom-
plished changes as great if not so miraculous
in the minds of others; no sooner does he
receive his credentials from Heaven to preach
the' gospel, than he puts forth all the powers
of his soul to make full proof of his ministry.
—And we may well imagine that the very
circamstances of his conversion would give a
coloring to all his subsequent career, so that
when standing amidst seenes of clussic renown,
surrounded by the gorgeous emblems of
pagan wagoificence, he had only to refer to
his own conversion to the faith of Christ,
and his eye would be lighted up with fresh
radiance and his lips clothed wi.h fresh elo-
quence. Threading his way amidst the in-

he

of antiquity, and such was the influepce that

which above all others he made ag the prom-

the world to me. It is Christ that died.

braced in this subjeect,

the accomplishment

death and the grave,

A orE St——

blasphemer, the pursecutor of the church of

uumerable islands of the Grecian Archipelago
plants the standard of the cross on the
shores of clussic Troy, at KEphesus, at Phil-
lippi, and in all the most distinguished cities

the doctrine of Christ- and him crucified
cxerted, that, in a lew years after the death of
the founder of Christianity, the banner of the
cross waved in triumph from the proud palace
of the Caesars. And there was one truth

inent theme of his winistry ‘viz.—the death
of Christ. No paius, no penalties, no ediets,
no perils by land or sea, no punishments
which might be iuflicted upon him, could
deter bim {rom the prosecution of this self-
denying and lofty enterprise : I am determin-
ed to koow nothing among you save Jesus
Christ and him crucified. God forbid that
I should glory, save in the cross of Christ,
by which I am crucified to the world, and

In calling your attention to this subject,
we will untold the death of Christ, in five
different points of view—and so from dffer-
ent stand points present to you the truth em-
1st. The d. ath of
Chbrist presents to us an atonement for sinners.
20d. It presents to us the truth of all the
types, the verifications of all the promises and
. gf all the predictions
respecting Christ as the Messiuh.  3rd, It
presents (0 us a system of morality, con-
straining us to a- life of holiness, and from
which we derive a motive power to save a
lost world. 4th. It prescnts to us a mystery
which reason cannot unravel, but the truth
and importance of which, all the arguments
which reason ever urged can never impair or
diminish, Oth. And lastly it presents to us
the triumph which is accomplished over

1st. The fact of Christ’s death presents an a-

tonement for his people. What shall a man
give in exchange for his soul? is a ques ion
which the human family bas asked itself in ail
ages of the world,and wherever sinuing, suffer-
ing. and dying bumanity can be found iniquity
has fastened itselt in man’s moral naiure,
What shall 1 give in exchange formy s u ? is
the question which the Hindoo asks himselt on
the brning plains of ludia, and induenced
by this inquiry, he vainly imagines that he
can give his body for the sins of his soul.—
He will travel for years prostrate, exposed 1o
the rays of a burning sun, he will remain
standing on some lofty pedestal or cast him-

-
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we find the same
from the surrounding darkness.

of bumanity,

between Giod and Man, there is a dark and
untrodden interval which separates us from
y God.  We - canunot sgale those impassable
barriers behind which the Deity is shrouded
from the perceptions of morials, Christ has
filled up that interval, he is the days-man
that can lay his hand upon us both, and with
oné arm on Jehovah’s throne and the other
extending to the lowest depths of human
degradation, he liits the sinner from his guilt
and po!lution forever, silences the thunders of

fire, - God’s throne of wrath becomes a throne

ever in the blood of Jesus, There are many

trath as it i8 in Jcsus,

mysteries of eternity from our view.

a8 wcll as instructive.

presented to the world.

versal salvation.

application of the blood of Jesus,
caled
demption,

4th*

the benefits of hi death,
their sins,”
tion.

tion or controversial

the preference to the latter view, as the most

it has its difficulties arising from the pecu'iar
phraseology of some lorms of expression in
the word of God, yet on the whole I con-
sider it the most seriptural view, I would not
attempt to dark:n the counsel of God by
vain words without knowledge and 1 weuld
sum up the Theology of the Bible thus,—It
we are saved it is God's mercy, if we are
lost it is our own fault, we neglect the
great Salvation.”

( To be continued.)

From fhe London Baptist Magazine, Jan. 1563.

idolatrous systems of paganism and the‘genera]ly.
perverted views of a formal - Christianity things,

God’s broken and violated law, and causes
to flash over the soul the light of that
countenance which otherwike is a consuming children. The only meaning that can be

of grace, once it shot forth flames of devour-
ing fire, now those flames are quenghed for-

matters ot speculation in connection with the
doetrines of the atonement, a series of dis-
courses would be necessary to unfold all the
_ Many have endeavor-
ed to draw aside that veil which conceals the
Many
have endeavored to solve what the finite man
cannot comprehend avd without attempting
to elucidate all the theories in connection
with this grand radiasting center truth of
salvation a short analysis of some views cn-
tertained of the atonement my be interesting
There are four as-
pects in which the death of Christ has been
1st. That Christ
died for al! men and consequently all men
will be saved. This is the doctrine of Uni-
2nd. That Christ died for
all and that mah ot his own free will can
{embrace or reject the offers of salvation,
This is the Arminian view of the atonement,
3rd. That Christ died for all men but it
rcsts with the Holy Spirit to make particular
This is
geveral atonement and particular re-
That Christ died for a
certain number of the human race given to
him by the Father in the everlasting covenant
of his grace, to whom the Holy Spirit applies
* His name shall be
called Jesus for ke shall save his people from
This is called the commercial
view of the atoncment orparticular redemp-

Without entering into any minute explana-
exegesis on these

points, it will suffiee for me to say that I give

logicul and the wost harmonious, and though

afrgent ye to me specially in three
~Fhe first is; that ye keep Ester-day

inquiry cropping out|in due fourme and tyme as it is ordayned.
The Bible

g | and the B ble alone solves this great problem
Jesus Christ came into thé
world to save sinners, he is * the Way. the
Truth, and the Life,” the only mediator|

The second, that ye geve Christendome te
children. _And the thyrde is, that ye preach
unto the Anglis the word of God, as afore-
times I have exhorted you.” , Augustine is
thus represented as requiring them to « give
Caristendom to children,” or, as would now
be said, to renounce their Baptist principles.

But Fabian refers to Bede as his author-
ity. Lo fact, Bede is the only authority.
What, then, is-Bede’s statement ? Here are
his own words : “ Ut ministerium baptizandi,
qno Dco renascimur, juxta morem sanctse
Romanze et apostolicae ecclesia compleatis ;*
that is, “ That ye complete the ministration
of baptism, by which we are born again to
God, according to the custom of the holy
Roman and apost lic Church.” Here is

nothing about * giving Christendom to

'

fairly given to the words is this: that they
should “complete” the administration of
baptism, by using the ceremonies adopted by
the Roman Church. There is no mention of
children. Were this narrative the only
source of information, we could arrive at wo
conclusion on that subject,

It is not my business to vindicate or excuse
Fabian. I know vot how to account for his
representation of the case. He has either
given a grossly incorrect translation, or he
has becn unfairly quoted, or one of the
editivos of his work has been tampered with.
Some learned aptiquarian may pechaps throw
light on the subject.

Then the inquiry takes a wider range.
Were the Britisb (or Welsh) Baptists igno-
rant of infant baptism? Had it never beem
practied among them belore Augustine's
coming.

+ Infant baptism sprang up in Africa about
the middle of the third century, and was
the offspring of the uhscriptural and super-
stitious notions respeecting the efficacy of the
ordinaoce of baptism which had for some
time. prevailed. KError is swift-footed. In-
tercourse with Rome, the metropolia of the
empire, being at that time frequent, the new
ceremony wou'd soon find its way to Kurope,
and would be gradually adepted by the
churches. Fraoce received it from [taly, and
from t'rance the passage to Britain was easy,
as there was constant travel betwe:n the twe
countries, Three British bishops, one of
them probably the Bishop of Cuerleon, were
present at a council held at Arles, A, ». 314,
British bishops were also present at the
Coureil of bardica, A. p. 347 ; and at the
Council of Rimini, a. ». 359, Those bishops
cad opportunities of ksowing the staic of the
churches in those quarters, both with regard
to.dectrine and practice. The gencral desire
tor unity would in line them to receive what-

L

ever wus maintained and held by :heir breth.
ren on the Continent,

Thav infant baptism, among other things,
was imported into Englund in this way, is
If. we may rely on ihe.
authority of the Liber Landavensis (u very
uncient Welsh record), it was practised im
Wales in filth century, for in the * Life of
St. Samson” it is said that * the name of
Samson was given him by 8. Illtyd, whe
lifted him up out of the sacred font and ba
The same work tells us of St
Teilo, who died about A, p. 563, baptizing
seven children in Carmarthenshir,

highly probable,

tized him."”

10 our memories the circumstances of

tavor.

does she cast from her b som her wedpin

' body.

self belore the ponderous wheels of his idol
god Jvggernaut, in order to propitiate his

What shall I give in exchange for my soul 1
is the question which the Indian mother asks
herselt when reposing on the bunks of the
Ganges and, ivflucnced by this earnest inquiry
of her moral nature, she casts her infaut babe
to the crushing jaws of the monsters of the
deep. Why is it that she is apparcutly deat
to its helpless wail of infancy ? why is it that
that heathen mother tears the tendrils of love
from her heart? Are ot the ties of maternity
as strong in her nature as in yours Christizn
Mother, does she not feel the instinets of
humanity equally with yourself? Why then

Welsh Baptists.

Baptis's to admit infants to baptism, which
they had not done before, and that oo their
retusal be prophesied that they would fall by
the swords of the pAgaDs, or, 48 some say,
threatened them with destmuction.

Is Tu1s TRUK?

Fabian, the old chronicler, who lived *at
Loudon in- the early part of the ®izteenth
ceutury, in giving an accouat of the interview
betwecn Augusting and the British bishops,
states, thut thiy refused to submit to his de.
mands, that is, to place themselves and their

offspricg? It is to give the fruit of hcr"chur.:hu under his authority g the Pope's re.
It is to satisty the yearnings of her

' presentative. He theu goes on to #ay that

Augustine the Monk and the

It is aserted by many Baptist writers that
Augustine the wmonk, required the British

Oar inlormation on these points, it must
be confessed, is very scanty and imperfect,
During the wars that succeeded the airival of
the Savows, everything Christian —churches, .
monasteries, records— was purposely desiroy-
ed. The barburians spread devustation.
throughout the land. Gildas, the brivish
historiun, expressly attributes the d. fective-
ness of historical knowledge respeeting Brit-
ain to this circumstance.

It would be an interesting tak te trace

the progress of thought and discussion, and

to ieview the methods by whioh the unchrist.

lun crept in and gained fuvour, and the bibiical

struggled hard for lile. As it is, we must be

content to pick up the frugments wherever -
we can find them, and piece them together ag

we are best able.

Baptist historians ought to be particular!
|cureful. Lo these ‘days of lynx-eyed oriti-

nature, what shall L give in exchange for myEAugustiue addressed tiem in the following  cisw, no doubtiul statements wilt obtain

Glroy ; and he who was as a root of:wul, and eo through' all the dark and|words, * Sens ye wol uot assent to my hests currency without being roughly challengcd.

Lr—




