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et had gecupred,
e delivered shortly before their ful Iment,
this inst revelation would un.
A wielded with far more
"6, and would have sssumed 8 muoh
Sore aspect, But infinite wisdom
that 400 years should intervene

last of the prophets and thoslhbylo.hu. Persians, Grecks and
foretold, that the faot

§ ‘o the most cursory observer, their judges iu their respective sitieg, aud all '
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For the Christinn Mesgenger,

<
Spring.
Spring comes ! | hear her music
Low murmuring from the hills,
Andgushing down along the vales
In myriad blended rills.

Hor light steps tonch the mountiitns,
Then roam amid the vales 4

Hor bresth unseals the fountains,
And sothes the boisterous gales ;

Her glanee beams thro' the curtaing
Of un‘l(ll) a |‘u|oti|u',‘4 nest,

And lures to life the ulw'pvl‘ﬂ,
Like morn on mortal’s rest,

Her soft hand weavgs the network
With matchless taste and skill,

Which for earth’s emesald gan le
The Summer welr shall #1l,

Her fingers. wander over

e groat barp's trembling strings,
"Il nature’s full orchestra

[ tuncful cadence sings,

And is it thus from sterile,
Frost fettered, brumal c-urtfll

Suchi chinrming sounds and sofRery
AL Spring's approach take Lirth ?

A8,

Oh! what shall be the tranr}
\ singg

When ransomed hosts sha
Rarth's stormy Winter over.,
Hail! Heaven's eteriial Spring.

lora.
~p

Religions, .
U e N v

For the Christian Messenger.

The Interval between the Old and
New Testaments,

JOHUN MILLER,

Y REV.

From the days of Mulachi, the last of the
O Testument prophets, to the lul_vent of
Uriet is & period of 400 years. This forms
veonsideralile gap in the chain of the inspir.
drecords, No part of the sacred oracles
vie penued in this period, nor does it appeur
Wt the Jewish- people enjoyed any new
wiclitions,  In this particular, these 400

"y contrast strikingly, pot ouly with the

dme i which the Beriptures wers cominitted

_|the faith of his -pecple. The ucuuu»pl*ialvl
ment of the promise of a numerous seed

of God,” % ; :
Another reason, which may be assigned for
this long interim in the chain of revelation,

|is, that God intended to try the faith of his

people. Had a succession of prophets, as
formeily, continued to reitergte the promise
of the Messiah, the faith of the people of
God would have been_easily maintained, but
the silence of 400 years was ficted to test
them. In this mavner God has often tried

(to Abraham, was long deferred ; and aithough
even whon required to saorifice his only son
Isaac, he staggered not at the promise of
God through unbelief, a very different effect
was produced on the mind of Sarah,
the last prophetic intimation of the birth of
Isaae wus given, her risibility was excited—
she could scarcely believe the promise.

Lu the sume munner the promise that they

many of the lsraclites remained uunshaken.
Joseph, when he was ‘dying, made mention o
the departure of the childeen of Israel, and
gave commandment concerning his  bones,
Moses, amidst all the unbeliet of his kindred
was firm-in the persuasion that God would
fulfil his promise, :

Auother interesting subjeot presented to us
in the contemplation of the 400 yours under
consideration, is the fulfilment of the prowiise
to David, that he would never want a man to
sit upon his throne, . ‘

Alter the captivity in Babylon, the royal
line of David sunk info poverty with its at-
tendant obseurity ; and after the return from
captivity, the supreme authority in Judea,
for reveral centuries under the government of
the Babylonians and Persians, and then of
the Greeks and Romans was placed in the
hands of the high priest who was of the tribe
of Levi, and family of Aaron. Shortly before
the close of the interim between the Old and
New Testaments, Judea was formally regard.
ed as a kingdom,"nnd Herod the Great, an
Ldumean, placed on the throwe, From the
time of his death to the destruction of Jeru.
salem, in the reign of Vespasian, the su-
preme suthority was alternately in the hands
of his descendunts and governors appointed
by the Homan Kwperors, From their last
dispersion to the present hour, they have had
no government of their own,they have been
& people scattered wnd peeled among the
natives of the earth.

The question then arises, where is the

Weriting, but also with the ages that preced.
Little is said in the Bible of the
wideluvian age, bt from that little, we
g that men were not lelt without inspira-
n Hevelations were made to Adam and
W Abel, - We read too of Enoch who was
Wiowred o an extraordinary wanner. In
Wt age too Noah flourished who is designut-
o4 preacher of righteousness,” on aceount
o the inspiration he enjoyed,

Ihe question paturally arises, why was
tis long sucoession of ages thus distinguish.d
b the ubsence of those favoured with Divige
“hiration 7 Ome reason that may be readily
wigned, is, that the time, when the wmost
tomisent part “of the Revelation of God
Y& W receive ite fulfilment, was drawin
“ar. The gruat theme of propheey was the
Wvent of Jesus, with all the minutm of nis
birth, life, death, ascension, the diffusion of
e gospel, the estublishment of his kingdom,
Wlthe admission of the Gentiles into the
“urch of God ; and as it was of the utmost
Wportance to impress the minds of weu with

of them.

fhe fuot, that prophecy eame notin old time

but holy meu of God

% the will of ma

promise that .was made to' Bavid?  Had it
lailed?  ls there veason 1o impugn ‘the
veracity and faithtuluess of God? No, this
s impossible—The heavens and the earth,
these great and stapendous works of Dei
shall Jpass away, but one jot or tittle of the
word of God shall not fuil, 'The promise to
David has been fully verified. For ages his
descendants in the ordivary manuer, sat on
this throne. The promise however refers
chiefly to the Messiah who should descend
from David and of whom it was predicted,
that he would sit on the throuwe of his lather,
that he would reign over the house of lsrael
lor ever, and of his kiogdom there would be
o end. Lt is true, that from the beginning

£ ol the Babylonish captivity to the advent of

Ubrist, there is an interregaum of 600 years,
- whieh is to be regarded morely as & break in
the chain, and not as a failure o the prowise.
Aud the great length of the gap in trm chain
of suceession dwindles to insignificance wheo
' we consider, that one day is with the Lord as
o thousand years, and & thousand years s
oue day

The words of the dying patriafeh, on the

ke ag they were moved by the Holy Ghost, | sume subjeet, when predicting the future his-

" wa uecessary for that end, that
“ lnspiration should be silent for 400

the voice tory of the twelve tribes, received their ful-
years.
Vs one of the vile suggestions of the infidel | in

filment to the very letter, Jacob, in addres-

Judah in the language of prophecy, said,

“t the predictions of the sacred volume  * The sceptre shall uot depart from Judah,

*ere penned after the events to which the
Had these

assertion

le have

lous
«w-'im
between the
eols which th
lluﬁgh"h’b oy

‘wor & lawgiver from between bis feet until

eoien | Shiloh come.” It is true, that from the begin-

ing of the captivity in Babylon, no king of
the tribe of Judah rzi};ud over lsrael ; yet
with the exception of the period of the
tivity, J remsined & political bod
til the' time of their finsl dispersion, ALl
successful under the government of

yot they had theig great Council ut J erusalem,

that « All seriptare is given by iuspiration |

When '

thould possess the land of Canaan, was long |
delayed in its fulfilment ; yot the faith of !

t

.
the minor offices of government were filled
by them; so that literally the* sceptre dil
not depart from Judah, not the lawgiver from
between his feot until Shiloh cawme.

To be continued.
o >
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Foreign Missions.

laly.—1t is but a few years since the
Madial were imprisoned in Florence tor read-

ling the Bible; yet in that very eity an ; ¢
Kvangelical church and college are now es- Led to comwence the building of the memorial
!

tablished under royul sanction, Every wonth, | . rhie
as Wvangelists offer themselves, new stations | Y proposed o7 rend out four auditional
are Yormed ; and from remote distriets, in | labourers during the coming summer, to belp
Lombardy as well as in Tuscany, where the,
wuyside seed has fallen, applications continue | the h“."l'
‘ment in the number of converts,

| were received into the church at one of our
| places of worship last Sunday, and nineteen
‘on the previous Sunday ., . , .
‘ tians in the capital are originating and apply-
There has re- | : h

to be reccived for further instruction,

France—We have some evidence of the
progress of Protestantism in France in the
luokkhat twenty new places ol worship weie
opéned during the last year,
cently been much controversy as to the
versions of the Seriptures commonly in use
among the Keformed Churches.  Applieation
has been made to the Bible Society of Paris
to add the Geneva version of 1815 to the
versions of Martin and Osterwald hitherto
cireulated.

Spain, =1t is expected that sentence will
be pronouhced in the case of the Spanish
prisoners towards « the close of the present
wonth.  Aun endeavour will be made to arrest
even yet, if it be possible, the cruel arm of
the Jaw.. Matamcros still writes cheerfully,
and reports an improvement in his health.
“ 1 await” he says, “ with the utmost tran-
quillity the issue of my cause. It is not my
liberty, it is ot my health, nor the galleys,
whigh trouble me ; oh, no! the cause of my
Obristian anxiety is, how the interest of the
holy cause of the Gospel may be best ‘»ro-
moted, and the greatest honour and glory
red und to the holy name of Jesus, M
strength is weak, my power less than nothing,
and worth nothivg, Whatever [ may do i
no work of mine, no! it¥s God who grants
me strength in Jesus—in Jesus, who is my
ile, and even death for His Name’s sake is
true gain. Let the Divine will ot our
Heavenly Father be done ! To tulfil it faith.
tully is all my desire.”

Iudia.—The question of female education
I8 atracting the attention “of sintelligent
natives in Ludia. [t begins to be seen that
with the advance of civilisation some modifi-
cations are necgssary in the treatment of
wamen ; and that wodern ubages imperative
ly demand the remodelling of fumily customs.
duw, for inctance, can & siriot seclusion be
waintaioed in  railway travelling?  The

ty | Baboos of Caleutta have determined to me-

morialise the Government, praying that cover-
ed carriages way be set apart for the use of
the native women ; but this only partially
meets the difficulty, nnless it be also provided
that on certain days all along the line vone
but female officials shall be in attendance !
Newspapers and lecturers discuss these and
kindred quaestions, In the work ﬁ?‘\?duuu-
tion, hitherto, the Parsces of Bombay have
been among the foremost., o the sehools
established by them there were last year s
many us 028 gicls, Their example has stim.
ulated the wealthier Hindoos, wud lhcy have
now five schools instituted for the instruetion
of the duughigrs of their poorer ncighbours,
In Calcatta th8 two chiet institutions for the
rrmnution of female education amongst the

vigher classes are the Bethune School, which |

is under the direct patronage of the Govern-
went, and Dr, Duf’s Lustitution, The Bap-
tiste are mow about to establish & ladics’
school here, where hoarders shall be reccived
on payment of as low & sum us can be fixed
for an elementary education, and the more
difficult branches taught when desired at
exira charges, and where the toune of teach-
ing shall be unequivocally Christian, The

native girls in the missionary schools thruugh'tnpriukling. They will aceept that person in

out Bengal number at the present time not
less than 1,977, The work of senana visita.
tion 'lndilnm::ion is in verious places

uietly prosecuted, and with many encours
:anh. Thus, from Bangalore, in the Bouth,
Mrs. Bewell, of the Loudon Bociety, deseribes
her reception in several households, where

the mistresses, who scem to be but children j
of & larger growth, and ueed to be treated
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' Allahabad, congisting of twenty-five
|

Y| whether he had not declared that they were
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e s
. ; oy
inth grc.at hn.'l mranc.u 'uml patience as well
I'as affection, yield a willing attention. -
| A Baptist chureh has been estab'ished at

persons,

all of whow weére formerly united in church

| fellowship in Agra. The church is.in fact a
|revival of the fellowship formerly exis
| Agra, but intvrruptw'l by the removal of its
| members trom that city, on the bre
of the Government establishmont,

ting in
aking up
Madagascar.—Mr. Ellis has béen instruct-

Ghurches in Mual:ngunuur. The London Socie.

gather in the harvegs that seems xi‘)uuiug over
Mr. Ellis reports a steac y advance-

“ Thirty

The Chris-

|ing new organisations of usefulness, ahd the
Gospel is spreading rapidly and effective ly in

moral and elevating influsnees among - the

| villages far and near.”

l
\  Africa.~—The Wesleyan wmissionaries in

| Sierra Lieone. report the opening of & wew

chapel at Allentown, the inhabitants of whieh,
with tew exceptions, are liberated Afrisans of

the Yoruba country. At Freetown, too, &

chapel has been set apart for Divine rorviee.

At Hastings a revival hus boen experienced,

and at other places vhere are signs of roligi-

ous awakening,

From the Gold Coast winisters of the same
denomination also write encouragingly. A
temporary chapel has. been Mpened at Porto
Novo, erected on ground given by the King,
the first and only place ever raised there for
the worship of the true God. The
had " declared full Weligious liberty, « He
called for all his ehiefs, and told me to ask
them” says the missionary, * in his prusence

all at liberty to serve God. They could all
become Christians ; their children could
to school and *learn book'; he would net
binder them, The ochief said all this was
truo ; but they do think the religion of their
lathers hard to give up: they oling 1o their
fotishes, and their superstitions customs.
Oue of them gave us to understand that thie
work must be dove guadually ; they could
not give up all at once ; they were in darkness,
but now that we had gone 10 teach them that
which is good, they would become wiser aund
better in time,”

From Bathurst, in Bouth Africa, we have
accounts ot revivals, which have largely in-
fluenced both. the Kuglish and the uative
population of the district. From Queens
town also numeious conveisions are reported.

A uew church has been opened in conneo-
tion with the Uuited Presbyterian Mission as
Kmgwali, Caffraria. The church was built,
and the pulpit is ciciently occupied, by o
Uaffre,

Baptism and a good Conecience,

If & man believes that the baptism of
Obrist and his disciplos was an immersion, it
he believes that Christ commanded immer-
sion, and it he can for himselt be satisfied
| with nothing less than immersion gs his bap-

tism, then he ought not by word or aet to
countenanve anything else as baptism in
others, I the subject were & mere matter
of opinion, or human choeige, the case would
be different. But it is not a subject of hu-
man option.  Ohrist has laid down definite
laws regarding the matter, And if | have
no right to shange one of those laws myself,
I have no right to countenance unother | erson
in changing such & law,

Yo there ure persons who say that uoth.

'iug but immersion will do for uww.}ut they

do not care if somebody else is satisficd with
overy particalar snd pelation just as if he
were baptised, Whey will treat him as 5
baptised person. This is practical indifferenece

ge- | to the law of Ohrist. Lt is in fact a
law of Christ as somethi m

h conseience. It is saying that & word

of Ohrist is subject to the tr of human

wdgment, when in reality it is altogether
sbove it snd independent of it, and cannot




