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. though he have done it conscientiously. We

- sense of propriety, not hoary traditions, but

_ may now be applied to rescue them from

at least, partially reinsiated. We believe in

be changed in the slightest respect by what
a person may think about it. It i saying I
am indifferent to the word of Christ, if your
eonecience is satisfied. But, readers, this
will never do. Follow such acting and you
would have in the end to santion about every !
error in the world that pertains to morals
and religion. For what error has not had
sincere advocates, No, on whatsover God
has left a sure word of révelation, we are not
to consent that any man vary that word,

are to respect God more than the individual. |
Oh! this yielding to what somebody may
honestly think to be right, instead of man-
fully and loyally standing up to the definite
word of Christ, this is what has played the
mischief in Christendom, It is acknowledg-
iog a variable standard of right, when there
i8 in truth but one constant standard. We
sy, then, that a person, who finds in the
Bible regarding the first Christian ordinance,
nothing but believers’ baptism, and that an
immersion as the symbol of death and resur- |
rection, ought not to treat infant baptism |
and sprinkling with such a leniency as prac-
tically recognizes them to be truth. Not my
friend's tender cooscience, not my friend’s

* The Bible, the Bible only, is the religion of
Protestants.”—San Frangiso Evangel.

Christion Fessenger.

.

HALIFAX, MAY 13, 1863.

Temperance Matters.

The old subject again! Who wants to
read anything on Temperance? we imagine
some of our readers exclaiming. Nothing
ean be said on it that has not been said over
aod over again a hundred times. “ The
drunkard shall pot inherit the kingdom of
God.” ¢Yes, we know it,’ says the reader.
* We have told him so repzatediy,and find
him s0 bound to the intoxicating cup, that if
be abstains for a little time he is aglin en-
trapped by his old associates, so' that we have
given up all hope of rescuing him permanent-
ly to habits *of sotriety.’ If reader, you
bave the charity that hopeth all things, and
mever faileth, theo, and then only, are you
adapted to labor in this poble phiianthropic
eterprize. We would ask our christian
readers if past failures aré a sufficient reason
for igooring this subject? It so, then all

undertakings must be abandoned.

Is all the work of reformation done that
ean be perlormed? Jesus Christ came to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himselt ; and
yet men sin. Has he left men to go on to
the destruction which awaits the wicked, or
@ it found that, nevertheless, his power
eperates on men's hearts to influence and
ebange them, even after rcpeated failures on
their part 7 Yes, it does : and we believe that
wo proper effort, however imperfect, for the
moral aud spiritual improvement of others,
@ lost, At the judgment there will be
theives, and ‘murderers, and liars, and
drunkards, bound up in bundles to be
buroed, (Mate, 13, 24 -30) but the truth

impending ruin. No man isa true patriot
who is uuwilling to apply the means in his
power of rescuing the poor inebriate, He
way have lost many ol the noble featurea of
hie munhood, and rendered himself obnoxious,
an outcast, a moral pest instead of a blessing
to his family, but, we believe, however low he
may have fallen, he may yet be restored and,

moral suaswn, now, as much as ever, it rightly
uadertaken by Christian people. The friends
t the poor druukard have looked for a
‘brighter day and cried « How long!” But
they must uot be driven from their position
by difficulty, and allow their love to wax cold
because iniquity abounds. The greatest diffi-
-eulty is not with drunkenness, but with what
b callcd moderate drinking. Thisis the outer
eircle of the great wmaelstrom; and if the
vietims could but be placed beyond this
eurreut, and kept there, they woul certainly
mever opproach the fearful vortex which
swallows up those who are to be for ever
‘emcluded from the kingdow of heaven,
ean tell where the line of demarcation may
be drawn between the two classes? or where
there is satety in the insidious circle ? Let
shose helonging to the latter seriously cousider,
and courugeou ly act out thejr convictios,
The con:ing Klection will make special de-
mands on the triends of temperance, |f
they cannot do much gocdy, they may be able
te prevont much evil, by usiog their influenge
st the proper time and place. Popular elec-
tions, and times of public excitement, are
always promotive of drinking to excess, and
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amount” of drunkenness, The dealers in
these destructive beverages are fully alive to
their opportunity, and are advertizing their
Liquors, probably for the purpose ot inducing
the men who value a triumph above the
character of their constituents to purchase
those potent persuasives for free and indepen-
dent electors!! Lot the real friends of the
people be aroused to equal vigilance, and help
to push back the flood of degradation and
misery, which often comes over a commaunity
at such times.

We hope that the time'y series of lectures,
which have been delivered in different parts
of the province during the past three months,
will not be without their influence for good
in the several communities visited,

Since we commenced writing this article
we have received the advanced sheets of the
Acts passed in the recent session of the
Legislature, and are glad to find on this
subj-ct, Chap. 17th, * An Act to amend the
License Law” some of the" provisions of
which may be acceptable to our readers.
We therelore copy some of its clauses :—

2. In any County in which the majority of
the Sessigns may be disposed to grant Licenses
to sell Intoxicating Liquors for beverage purpos-
es, they stall neveriheless withhold such Licence
in-any Polling District where a majority of the
rate payers petition the Sessions against the
granting of such Licenses; and such decision
shall remain in full force and effect until revers-
ed by a majority o! the rate payers in any Poll-
ing District where said. action shall have been
taken.

6. No Justice of the Peace shall hold a shop
or tave:n Licence.

10. Any person holding a License who shall
sell Intoxicating Liquors to an Indian, shall, on
proof thereof before a Justice of the Peace,
worfeit his license, and also shall be liable to a
penalty of twenty dollars for each offence, and
in default of payment shall be imprisoned for a
term of not less than ten days nor more than
twenty days.

11. ltshall be lawful for the Chief Commis-
sioner of Railways, or any peréon authorized by
him, to seize and destroy all intoxigting liquors
tound expd¥ed or intended for sale, within the
limits o' the Railway, and for that reason, if ne-
cessary, upon reasonable ground of suspicion,
forcibly to enter into any house or building with-
in such limits, and to seize and take away all
such Intoxicating Liquors.

12. No Licenses thall be granted to any per-
son who shall reside or have his place of business
within the limits of the Railway, nor to any per-
son who sh- 1l reside or have his occupation with-
in any proclaimed Gold District ; and all sales
of Intoxicating Liquors within such limits, or
within such proclaimed Gold District, shall be
deemed as made without License, notwithstand-
in2 the seller may hold a License, and he stall
be liable to all penalties and forfeitures incurred
by those who sell without License.

The penalties for selling contrary to the
provisions of the license law are to be: for
the 1st offence $10 or 20 cays in the ccuntg
Jail ; for the 2nd offence, $20 or 30 days
imprisonment ; for the 3rd offence, $40 or
60 days; aud for every subsequent offence
$80 or 3 months imprisonment,

Esq., to secure the provisions of this Aect,
which is‘virtually prohibitory of the traffic,
if the people are determined to carry them
odt, have been, so far sueccssful. As the
head of the Order of the Sons of Temperance
body he has been most persevering, and all
good citizens should now strive to apply the
law on this subject. Ths with legal on
combined with moral suasion w¢ may realize
that, in this, we are, as it is said in the matter
of civil liberty, that * Every people are as
free as they deserve to be ;" 50 we may have
as much frecdom from the worse slavery ol
[ntemperance as we determine to .
The work must be done by the people. He
that would be free, himself must strike the
blow.

Infant Dedication.
Mg. EniTOR,— :

I do not wish to be a troublesome correspon-
dent, nor do I often write for 'e public, out as
I live in this ge of speculatfon and curiosity
I sometimes meet -with strange notions ; and in
some instances those noions respect subjects,
in which matters of grave -importance or so
seriously involved that I startle at the thought,
and however fixed my own sentiment on the
'ntF is, I b'inh to know what oth:u think about
it. For the foregoing reasons ropose some
questions which 1 wish you or any ‘:)f your able
correspondents would answer, in barmony with
the scriptures, by so doing you will tavor me
and probably benefit others.
I. Do the scriptures teach that a formal
consecration of infants to the Lord should be
) as an ordivance by the christian
church ?

IL Would it be by intelligert ists con-
slered as a proper act, for a Baptist Minister
to meet a company assemsbled at an appointed
time aud pace, for the special purpose, and of
ficiate in the consecration of an infant, having
introduced in that ceremony all the circu nstan-

ubless a geacral sestiment

Places, there will doubtless be an

agaiost intoxicat. : ! )
ing drinks prevails at the bustings and Pdlins e o Sigisents. sscopiing water, which asami-

The repeated efforts of Avard Longleynlhd" children,

cession to pedobaptist practices, and a dal
on the principles and practices, that we have
always Eeld as scriptural ?

Yours for the truth

AN INQUIRER.
West End, April 20th 1863.

These three questions are essentially but
one. The second i§ but an amplification of
the first, and the third but relates to the con-
sequences which follow from the practice spo-
ken of. They refer to what may have been
done by some Buaptist ministers as a sort of
concession to parents who have not quite got
rid of pedobaptist prejudices. . Finding noth.-
ing in seripture to sustain the practise of In.
fant Baptism they have, .nevertheless, not
been fully reconciled to rencunce it;“but hav:
sought for a sort of substitute in a religious
service calling it a dedcation of the child.
To the enquiry in the first question we un-
hesitatingly reply, No, we have no foundation
in scripture for any such practice. But it
may be asked, Would you object to a solemn
dedication or consecration of an infant to
God? Nbo, by no means. A parent who is
a christian has already dedicated to God and
his service, all that he possésses, but there
is no foundation for making this an act of
public or social worship. When Jesus was
upon earth parents broucht thcir young chil-
dren to him that He might touck them, but
surely that is no reason why parents should
bring their children to those who profess to
be Christ’s minjsters, either for their prayers
or for bapti-m. To say that the iatter prac-
tice is fulfilling our Lord’s injunction,
“ Suffer little children to come unto me &e.”
is but little oetter than blasphemy—putting
man in the place of Christ. If parents now-
a-days would imitate those of our Saviour’s
times, and obey his injunction, let them pray
for their infan's and with them, and watch
their first buddings of intelligence, so as to
direct their thoughts and steps to Him who
became a child, that he might be their Saviour
and friend through life. Thus they may now
bring their little ones to Jesus,.-and have them
dedicated more effectually than by any ritua.
or ceremonial service,

The cftspring of believers are partakers of
the sinful nature of their parents, even as
those ot ynbelievers, -and they should have
the benefit of their parents’ pious example
and instruction, and be invited to walk in the
same faith rather than be cheated with a cere-
mony of dedication performed over them
when altogether uncounscious. No service,
such as that under consideration, will supply
the place of training up the young in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; but it
would be very likely to lead both parents and
children to attach undue fmportance to it and
to serious error; and so like infant baptism
weaken the sense of personal responsibility
as taught by the word of God.

There is no diffcrence between Baptists and
Pedobaptists in the necessity there is for in-
culcating the principles of the "gospel upon
Because the latter take their
infants to the Roman Catholic priest, or to
a Protestant minister to have a ceremony
performed which they choose to tertn baptism,
it cannot be said that they, any more than
Baptists, bring their children to Jesus, if
they 1ake no turther pains to bring them un-
der the influence of christian principles.
Baptists who properly estimate their own
 princip'es will be speciully careful that they
do not teach or countenance what bas so ob-
scured the vital doctrines of God’s word, and
by their practises allow the inventions of men
to usurp the place of a positive ordinance of
Christ.

Earvy Revierous Instrucrion.—We have
received several brief expressions of deep
interest in the preparation of a small book
for the instruction of youth in christian doe
trine. One is now belore us trom the Rev.
D. W. C, Dimock. It was not written for
publication, or we should be glad to have
given it entire, A few thoughts from it will,
we are assured, be acceptable to those of our
readers interested in the instruction of the
rising geveration, and therefore the writer
will, we hope, excuse our making such use of
it. Hesays: ; ,

[ hope brethren Angel and Higgins have been
more attentive to your enquiries than 1 have.
Some time ago the subject of some Manual for
Baptist Sabbath Schools, as well for teachers as
scholars, occupied my mind. A great deal of
our S bbath g‘chool literature needs revising.
Something more permanent, I mean suited to
impart more pointed and decided doctrine and
ecclesiastical instruction is required.

Our Teachers, many of them need such a
work, as you say ‘“‘not a subgtitute for the Bible,”
but its doctrines and precepts succinetly stated,
illustrated and proved.

Church bistory, suited to 8. Schools is, in my
opinion, a great desideratum.  One written from
a Biblical stand point, tracing the church of
Christ, and not a history of Antichrist or his
church, only as this is necessarily connected with

‘e a ptist infant regeneration ?
! 1L Would not such an act be a mighty con-
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in parvo, containing solid inst |
or xﬁore advanced B%ble classe::fgo;::; large, nE; "ti’:t(
But in all the range of S, 8, instructiz"- wt' W
regards its literature what have we aaan' ax t;l 1
pendium of christian doctrine anq Pfactt"?m'; hght'lnh
A mere question-book or catechism, Withu?' ot till ¢
answers appended, as is general in sycl, bool'xu lish Bapt
I have not much confiden=e in; upjess e s, sirous of
few instance_s, where gxplana'ion and illustnt-m" (‘urist, a1
-amight be given, which I fear would e mll)on
the exception than the rule. A Catechisy mer
[ believe be used to very good advantawe .y
pecially in the family, but the danger is {hé t:"
dency to mere word memory. Keacl's Catn. Anothe
chism 1 thm!c defective .in scripture proef_tb?' sken pla
might be so improved as t6 make it a de;iraun te Arn
companion for the family and Sabbath Schoo{e s er u
I think a judicious committe , appointeq by the form o
S. 8. Convention, very desirable. ‘The Con. rver ?I
vention being held in connection with the A, Frederic
sociations gives a good opportanit y for discussip, Jisastrou
the subject by all these bodics, the result of the enem.
which would, I should hope, lead to somethipe e south
definite. Such information would be eliciteq o8 four ©
as wculd be a great help to any who might be + o the 6
altimately employed in the preparation of such a feder.
manual. " m acrc‘
That it is quite time for some moy :
this direction, 1 think is obvious to z‘l‘l":['::,e:;rl:. sisughter
fully reflect upon the subject. ook &
You will perccive thistis not prepared for the secornts
pub ic, but as hastily su_gesting a few thoughy, sod unce
to yourself. " e Pede
Since the sbove was written we have p. sighteen,
ceived another cominunication on the subject (‘onteder
from Rev. A. H. Munro which will be found ¢q fays Wi
our sixth page. $3000LS,
P IS, uﬂha[,z;i
Concerning Union. coorees
N RN . t a0 el
sa)’vl:n:f:‘.{cw Brunswick Religious Intelligencer zn" i
“ A great struggle is going on am the !ql('lge 'l:
Baptists in England, between the strict Baptists i e l
who hold to close communion and the General during ¢
Baptists who do not make immersion a strict s
prerequisite to the Lord's Sapper. The lattr beeides
18 led by such men as Mr. Spurgeon and Baptia w00 bec
Noel. There is a proposition on the part of Voe Mo
some to unite with the Independents or Con - rilous ha
gregationalists, leaving the opinions and practice We m
on baptism free.” : Pncess
Our contemporary is mistaken in reference by Ben
to the body he designates * the General Bap- o lad
tists,” The churches known by that term in gods fo
England are those which hold the doctrine of o ice &
a general atonement, and agree generally with Newlour
the American Free-will Baptists ; except thas ol are
in England they are close communionists quaotiti
whereas in Ameriaa the same body differ in down fr
this respect, they being open communionists. R
The term * General” is in contra-distinetion
to “ Particular” or * Calvinistic.” There
are also strict or close communion Calvinistie
Baptist churches in England, but they are Risw
much less numerous than those who practise uatiane
open communion. Spurgeon and Baptist B F. F
Noel, are “ Calvinistic” -or * Particular Bap- I1th, 18
ptists,” not ** General Baptists,” but they Deer |
practice open communion, |, L‘:‘m‘t‘:
Much has been said, by certain parties, Loed doe
about this matter of a union between the dled. |
open communion Baptiste of England and n"::'.:
the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. e
Far more we believe than the factsol the L, wher
case warrant, We have seen nothing coming .L‘:"‘;
from the parties themselves, that isto say, samate:
the Baptists, said to be inclined to such vd sym
combination. Some remark may have been "f.';ht‘
made, like Spurgeon at a Presbyterian Tea % beat
Meeting calling himselt an ** Episcopal-Pres Wethren
byterian-Independent.”  Those who bave ";’:::
been so anxious to participate in the pogul.trl- s B
ty of his name have sought to twist this int
|an endorsement of their church polity. Al
that he meant, we presume by thc."“l -
* Episcopal” was that he was Bishop in the &
church of which he was the pastor. The ,.,mf
* Presbyterian” part of his desigoation of inowle
himself, was that he hed * helpers” or Pres- }A!vuq
byters with whom he consulted in the mas- Sov. |
agement of his,_ church mat:ers. ~‘This of
course is essential in such aTv::t bodl] as the
church at the Metropolitan Tabernacie.
remainder of Lis p‘:)men-—-“ Indopﬁwf'” Rev.
—which we take to be the substantive desig- Harris,
nation, of which the two former ym'b." Walke
qualifications, is but what every Baptist mini- ?l". I
ter and church-is. Any minister could eay “& ‘
the same thing of bimself aod still waiatain =
the principles and ises of Baptisl ,3'_
Churches in all their integrity. There way ”
have been a remark respecting the feasibili'y
ot such union wade by some ultoa advocate Lo
of open communion, but -there has been 0o
movement, that we can learn, towards ""I
an inconsistency, and we are pretly wel An
satisfied that there will not be. Ny ing to
We take it that the talk of such uniwon ¥ b fire
an_indication of the progress of Ag
principles. Members of pedobaptist churcbes e
are wiodiﬂupttbtbahpmofm % Da
in consequence of the want of 0 e, |
support the practice, that _they would gladly "otuny
some way of escaping t Wﬁ"m 8ir
are constantly suffering, and * leaving 7 he w
and practise on baptism Iree 2‘\
s
ptists in a false position, and they" "4



