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Growing oll!

Yes, the year is dyving !

Aud we shall soon be Iving
Beneath the mould. -

S e T

We are sighing ;
Like to children at their play,

So time is flying.

The toilLand wear,
The many thouohts that presg——
pon us in our loneliness,
The sccret carking care.

The burden borne
Ot others faults we tey to hade ;
The sin of our own carnal pride,
A piercing thorn,

Our wasted time:
Tho moments that our Savienr baught
We reckless lose without a thought—
Call'st this not erime ?

’

We vowed to give .
Onr years to him who died to save ;
- When Golin Christ our sins forgave ;
To him o live.

Ah, passed voars! - «
We find thy path, on looking back,
A quickly trod, yve®weary track,
All stained with tears.

IMail opening vear !
O'er which the shadows of the old now scem,
As childhoods® tears, or vouthful dream,
Quickly to disappear.
Then Power divine—
Striving thy putpose to fulfil,
Thro' coming vears of good or il
Becking to hear whate'er b tide,
AN peace t'will he ifat thy side,
Keep Lord till thon hast purified,
“This wayward heart of wine !
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Doing good in a prison.

A painter in Holland havine omitted to
answer a summons to he ontolled in the fire.
brigade, was sentenced to pay a fine of five
shilliogs or suffer a day's imprisonment. Be.
ing poor, he chose the latter, for his wife and
ehi 's sake, and proceding to the jail gave
himself up on the Saturday evening preceding
the Sunday appoiuted by the magistiate for
his incarcorution,

He was placed in a room with ten or twelve
others who were there for the same cause.

were A [rivolous, joviul set. Some weve

laughing and joking, others were playing

oarde, arvd all were trying to be as merry as

le, though their merriment was of that

ind which is as the * crackling ot thoros une
dor a pot.”

The painter was uncasy. His pious heart
was chilled by the ungod:y atmosphere of the

ace. Hoa shruok from spending & Subbath

such an ovil company. He wished he had
paid his five shillings, or could pay it now and
go home. BLut such wishes were vain.  He
was a prisoner, and a prisoner he must remain
wotil the close of (he next day, -

While brooding over these and kindred
thoughts, the words “be not avercome of evil,

but overcome evil with good,” flashed into his |-

mind, -« [ am alone, und thoy are twelve,”
said he; and theh turning bis thoughts into
prayer, he added, Lord, remember that I am
alome, but they are many; remember, also,
that they are bliud and lost, und perhaps thou
wilt pluck some of them out of the mouth of
the lnn. Help me, O Lotd, to wituess for
thee," ‘

Thus fortified by purpose and pra , he
drew his rude benoh:ts the wiodov? too”k' out
his pocket Bible, an n M‘#

“Pl?:llo! what hueb'g.u there T asked one
of the men, slupping him on the shoulder,

“You see it {s a book,” replied the painter }

if ‘you have no objection I will s few
to you" o

Are there nice stories in it 1" rejoined tho | b

-{and said : “You might be our winister to-day.

——
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“ Plenty of stories, and nice too,” replied
the painter.

“ Well, let us hcar.". cried the prisoner,
“ Hush, you men! Listen, this tellow will
read a story,”

Theé painter read the parable of the prodi-
gal son, * To h's surprise he was not disturbed
until he finished, when one ot the men gaid ¢

“ 1 know that story very well. Lt is from
the Bible.” - Other remarks followed, and as
it was now too dark to read any more, the
paintor proposed to read more on the morrow,

“ Very we plied several of the men,
“it will help orten the day;” and then
they all retired to an inner room to sleep,

The next morning when beak fast was read

the painter said : © Permit me, friends, to say
& word, Wo have slept soundly., Ged has
raciously protected us through the night,
leat umf drink are prepared for us, It is his
gift. Qught we vot to thank him for these
wercies ? IF you have no objection, let us
thank God and seek his blessing.”

Hearing no ebjection, he proceeded to offer

a simple, cordial thanksgiving to God, and an
earnest prayer for his blessing.

After breakfust one of the prisoners smiled

You pray just like a parson,”

"K’es. be our minister!" eried soveral
voices. * Let us have a bit of a church this
morning,”

To this several assented, Five laughed,
and going across the room, began playing
cards, The painter read a passage of Seripture
and then offered a solemn prayer, in which ho
did vot fail to rcmember the capd-players in
the coruer. After prayer he proposed singing,
and at once began « favorite Dutoh psalm,
he sung to a well-known tune, * The effoct was
powerlul, One by oue they joined in, until
even the card-pluyers dropped their eards,
doffed their eaps, stood up an sung with the
rest, The juiler, hearing the unwonted sound,
came to the door, and sceing them so devout
and orderly, paus:d to listen, and then helped
to swell the sacred chorus, ;

Atter the singing the jailer stepped inside,
locked the door, and sitting besida the painter,
remained while that fuictful fol'ower ot his
Lord procecded tq offer remarks on the Serip.
ture he bhad previously read, and to exhort
them to come to Christ,

The painter's words made a deep impros.
sion, No more cards appeared that duy. Al
ter dinner he held another service, which was
interrupted by the juiler's coming in to inform
the painter thut ke had onoken to the magis.

trate about him, and had received otders to
release him.

With u good conscience and joyful spirit
the painter hastencd home. The entire v
sults of that duy's lubor the painter will not
know until the day of reward; but he did
learn shortly after that one of his fellow pris-
oners, at least, was led to embrace Christ by
bis fuithful and timely-spoken words,

I give this fact to my Christian reader as
an illustration of the wanner in which they
who ure wise to win souls will turn even the
most unpromising cirgumstances of ‘life into
opportunities to work for Christ, If that
good painter vould tund up amid twelve of
his Master's enemies in & prison, and win at
least ane of them over to ttc right, what may
not the reader accomplish in his wider and

more hopeful sghere if he will but set bis
beart upon it ?

———— e —
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The Lord's Prayer.
To express great and noble thoughty in sim.

iteiury style, Tn thie, as in other res ts,
the literature of the Bible is unequalled,

The Lord’s Prayor is an admirable illustra.
ti:n of this, As given jn Matthow, it oo
sists of nixty.six words, forty-eight ¢t which
are words of one :glltbh and of the others,
there are few which a child cannot pronouuce
sod understand. There are many persons
who probably cannol remember the time when
they were puzzled with the meaping of any
S ramemec oy

ually simple,naturaland easy,is the struc-

aud arrangement of its phrases and sen-

n which he asks

"

bles-ing, or in wh
o hears another ask fot it .75 oompanhit

y| Buddhism in the United States.

p- | si¢ is loud—reckloss disciples pluy crashing

le and casy language, is a high excellcnce of | Th

Let any tt'm‘ write down the words | There are male Chioamen
r any

and he will soon be seasible of the difference,
Try to put the petition, “Thy kingdom come,”
or ** Give us this duy our daily bread,” into a
form more simple or intelligible, Qan you
doit? There is no learned scholar, no uccom-
plished writer, or eloquent epenker, who ma
not find improvement in studying the stylo of
this prayer.

It it bo desirablo that we be able to ex-
press our desires simply and tru'y, when we
come before Him who regards not the swund

of onr words, but only their Aonest meaning,
let us study this prayer,

———— - ——— v -

The Chinese are having o great time in
their Temple, in Sacramento Street, just now,
Kvidgntly the festival is o eligious churac.
ter, gbough whether th s are to be
de to cancelling.a mortgage on their
churdh, or to sending out pagan wissionaries
to win over Christian believers to Buddhisw,
is somethig more than inqnisitiveness it.
selt bus deen ablo to ascertwin, The Grst
thing which strikea the visitor.on enteri 1
the vestibule of thir sanctuary is a most
ancieat and fish-like smell, and if he approach-
es the altar he will discover that the breath ol
the gods smells stiangely of stale salmon.

The first object of Chinese adoration that
meets the eye is a high and hilarious god,
standing some seven feet or cight leet in his
stockings, and flourishing a cigar in his left
hand, like a Montgimery Strect swoil. The
attitude of this ido: ig not very gracelul, while
his legs widely spread apart, aud the air with
which he emhraces agaiost the wall, suggest
that he is undor the influence of the stimulant,
Altwther. he hus a sonvivial look about him,
amusing to behold, and the effect is height-
ened by two horns with serrated edges which
spout from behind his ears, Passing ‘on and
uscending a narrow and lishy staircase, we find
& bulcony, ga; with flags and lunterns, and il
laminated with- sorolls written in sinuous
character probubll{ preguant with the wisdom

of the immortd uog-lu- se, whom the Lat.
ins name Confucius,

Here the sound of mu.

anvil choruses upon imwense gougs, while
willer-mannered musiciuns keep up u rattling
accompuniment on kettle-drums, b endcd with
& symphony of shri!l notes from the lips ol
of crucked files. The gods endure it marvel.
lousiy well, however, and so docs the temple,
though a much less noise brought down the
walls of Jericho, In the temple the gods and
worshippers are s0 numerous that one calls
them no longer John, but legion. ¥ ou stum-
ble over a little god on the floor, or precipi-
tate your he.d into the stomach of & big une
braced ugainse the altar, Tae big ones nuwm-
ber two, In height they are Auaks, cach
stunding & good eight fect above the level of
the floor, without counting in a slight wrinkle
io the back, which wouls give them a fow
inches more were it ironed out, Kuoh has
one foot perched on a supposititious rock,
while the other rests on o paper tiger. Onpe
holds u golden upple in his hand, plucked
from noue knows what Hes erides ; the other
grusps « golden wreath, They are spangled
like Hurlequin, and bearded and moustached
like bogus burons, A chronic lassitude rests
on all their features, Belore them is eproad
either a late breaktust or un eurly lungh, but
they seemed in wo hurey to attack it. U
doubtedly they leel sale in the “ssucanoe that
no one else will eat ir,
Ruoged round the wall, in convenicnt sentry
boxes, stand lule gods, with splay feet,
es¢ ure the common ** Josses” of the con.
cern. Une of them is hubited like a Ohris.
tinn martyr, sad hus the dolorous look of one
condemned to be burnt, ~ The appreheasion
s6cams not cotirely groundless, as & number of
torohes are lighted close to hig fet.
The worshippers in the purlieus of the tem-
ple are not very devout, They loat around,
¢0d take all sorts of libertios with the gods,
cven to the occasiopal stealing of tom.cod
feom their breakfust table, There are dows.
gers, with headdressses which tower up in
orinigerous. Bubels, and damsels with eyes
more clam-shell than ulmoad-shell g
baving the lock of
chimpunsces, and others dandified enough in

with the corresponding peiition in this prayer,

Sppearance to stand as lay figures in burbers’
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lone, and well worth sceing but curious visitors
sbould bo vaceinated before entering the synae
fogue, and carry smelling salts with them.
Vere there time in this connection to indulge
in speculation and inquiry concernin: this
y | eurious peorle who have moved their temples

and gods into our midst and sut down amor t
us, but of whom we really. know so lite o,
there wore ample food for it.” How long will
they muintain their idolatrsus worship in the
full blazy of the light which u Christiun com.
munity sheds ?  Will those Thors fioally be
broken with their own hammers ? or will this
people go - on chanting  barbarous hymns
through their nos:s and beating tom-toms to
the honor of their tom-tom-gods to the end ot
another century ¥—San Francisco Bulletin,

A good Soldier.

In ono of our exchanges we find the follow-
ing description of “a good soldier” of Jesas
Christ :—

L. e is heart and soul, with mind and
body, devoted to the cause of his Captain,
He jndg » that since he was dead in tress
passes and sins, and has been mado ulive b
the grace of his Saviour, he should henoe.
torth live wholly and entirely for the salva.
tion of his lellow-sinners and the hosor of Bis
Lord.caud Saviour. For bhim * to live is

that only. He delights in the way of truth,
and longs to bave others walk with kiin in
that way. Iaving made ns reserve for the
orld or self, he gives himselt wholly, for time
nd for eternity, to the acrvice and guardian.
ship of his Alwighty King and Keeper,

2. He cheerfully submits to wholesome dis.
cipline. Such discipline must be acquired in
the closet, in prayertul study of the Bible,
which is the christiun's manaul of instuciion ;
in the sociul ruyer-meetiog, where is cultivage
ed * the goodly followship of the saints,” the

Wwarture ; and in the Chureh were all are res
quired to be Jdefenders of the faith and lel-
low-helpers of the truth,

8. In enduring hardness. War proffers
no case. It invites rather to rugged toils,
and heavy burdens, and uharr. deudly con.
fliots. Therelore, a good soldicr of Jesus
Christ welcomes toil,
hardships and dangers, he Joys even in triby.
lation, knowing that tribulation worketh pa-
tience, and patience experience, » experi-
ence hope, becuuse the love of God is shed
ubroad in his soul.

4. He is careful to have on all his armor,
He knows that the very best has bee pro-
vided tor him, and that without it, il vx.loced
to the fiery darts of the encmy, he is sure to
be captured or slain,

5. He is not only willing, but eager, to
meet the enemy. 'The christiun cannot act in
defence only of his position and cause ; he
wust needs advance, wake caroful approaches,
and invest with proper force all the various
fortifications cf iniquity. Kis business in to
wssail them, and compel & surronder 10 the
rightful rule and sovereign. This sors of
warlure muy be carried on in many ways; is
admits and welcowes every intellectual, moral,
and spiritual implement suited o the na
ture of tho couflivt; and they oily oan ‘4
uccounted good soldiers of the Lord J asus.
Chuiist who ura ready to exort all theie now..
ers in the holy war againg’. Satan and his
usurped authority over the human race.

0. He does nut weary of the service. Qthers.
may fall away, or tire, or desert; but. the

good soldier of the Cross delights. in. tho ser.
vice he has entered, and Aghts | good fight of
faith with jocreasing eonfidense and,cou

Kvery sin overcome, every, ewil abolished,
every 'lucom'ul inroad made iato the terri.
tory of wickedness, and, over trophy gained

serve to heighten his seal inﬂun{ h'a: love
for the uuﬁo whioh ‘:’ lives to sustain and.
promote, ke i3 ne) appalled by sperils,
wor disheartened through the m«: 3' fulee .

brethren, nor cagt down hy. disappointrents

possible, rist

A8, FATHER, when the way in
vdiﬂlcq’l‘t. flvu bis ebild his l::’ to hold by ;

windows. Altogether the picture is » motley

does. God reach forth his almight
hia aints (o exercise their faith npon’ "

n - -
- e e -
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Christ.” [le » glorios in the Cross,” und in"

esprit du corps so essential in the spiritaal -

When most exposed to

dismayed by oocasional 3
g::m ou.. | yln&'dm he ou'::.::r :h:
“‘l&d streagthening him,

-




