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“Coming homeo to die.”

The following lines are a true and sad story,
The news came to his mother that her son (who
for fourteen years had been absent from home,
soeking his fortune in a distant ll‘ml.) wis com-
ing héme to die—but, ere reaching the shore, his
spivit left its weary trame, to join the ransomed
above.

Coming home, coming home ! was the joyous cry,
‘The ship i rapidly nearing the shore,
And we'll nover, never be parted more,
Yot O God! | breathe a hoavy sigh -
For they tell me now, my only boy,
Is coming home to die,

4'rom a toilsome fruitless search for gold,
Huuting the carth theso wemy years—-
Forgetting his mother's and sisters' toars
And they calinly say he's going now,
(For the stamp of death is on his brow, )

To the land where none grow old. ;

la agony I hear him try-——
While all, save one, are fast asleep,
And not & sound but the surging deep—-
To utter a feeble broken prayer-
“O spare my life, in pity spare
For 1 must go home to die.”

-

He is coming now, | hear his tread
"I'is strange ! 1 cannot quell my foars—
So distant and solemn the sound appfars.
One could almost faney that now aud then,
You heard instead the tramp of men
Bearing home the dead.

“ In s'ght of home,” they hoard him ery.
“ O wll my wother wnd sisters dear,
God doer hoar and answor prayer,
His grace ho s given, tho' I cannot see
My “unm and wother dear to we.

I ami not afraid to die™

Elderely, Nov. 1803, n.

Seleet Sermon,
A Bermon.

BY JOSKPIL PARKER, D, D,
€©f Cavendish Chapel, Manchester,

“Unto the ange! of the church of Kphesus : These
Ehings salth Hle that holdoth the seven stars o His
eight haud, who walketh tn the midst of the seven
go'ded candiesticks, 1 know thy works, aud thy
laboure, wud thy pationce, & e=ltav. i, 1-7,

- -

[concLuDED. ]

Look at the declension spoken of,  First :
This devlonsion is dmu;-ilwo‘ us having bogun
in the hoart, Christ does not churge 'he
suints at Kphosus with huving changed their
dootrinal views; but, placing His ?lngcr on
the heart, Ho says, ** Thore isa chango here,"
You kuow the enthusiusm of * first love,”
Love Is blind to diflicultics, Bhe bounds up
the steeps with eluority and joy. Bhe cannot
bo deterred from her purposes By any repres
sentation, Tell her o’ the river, and she ans-
wers, * 1 ocun swim ;" remind hor of awlul
precipices, the guardian walls of capacious
sud tervifio sepulohres, and, spreading her
golden pinions, she roplies; with luughter, * |
osn fly 3" toll her of burning deserte, on which
no pu\’m-trcu throws its shade, throu,h which
00 river r lls, wnd hor cournge bursts into un-
controlluble eouthusinsm as sho recounts the
sory of her past endurances, Bhe burns up
ovory exouse, Bhe oulls every land her home,
“The range of the mountuins is her pasture,”
" Bhe rejoleeth in her strengih ; she goeth to
wmeet the armed men; she mocketh at fear,
and s not wifrightoued, noither turneth she
bnck from the sword," A right royul force is
this * flest love,” If any work is to be done
W the churoh—if uny dificultion are to he
surmounted =il any loobergs arg to be dis
solved —if any oape, where savage seus revel
i ungovernuble mwadness, is to be rounded,
sond out men and women in whose hearts this
“lirst love” buras and sings, and their brows
Will be girt with garlands of conquest, Qupr
business then is to watch our heart-fires.
When the temperature of our love lowers,
there is cause for terror, It Is instruotive
b mark the wuny and insidious influenses b

which the gush und swell of affection are mod.
Wled, Tuka the cuse of an admirer of his

minister, and mark how the stream of love
subeides, In the frst instance, such an ad.
wirer thought that his teachor would ever pla
the harp of comfort or busy himsell with ab.
stract doetrines ; bat he finds that he hus mis-
onleulated—<that his minister is mastor of
many wtylos—that his pulpit is now a green
hill, down which silvery streams roll, and in
their rolling bid the traveller drink and be
glad=<and that anon his pulpit is an Etoa,
whoso sides shako with surging billows of fire,
and whenco issde dovouring flamos ; ho finds
that his minister can not only sing the sweot
soft songs of love and hope, but-can command
& sarcasm before which vico grows pale and
staggers with umazement, that he has earried
o sword which has cloven many a vaunting
foo, Ia ocourse of time the admirer caunot
boar this, Thoe minister is doaling too fithe
fully with his consoicnoe, Tie man knows
that he has broken both the tables of the law,
and now that he is being smitten with the
avonging stones, he decries tho minister who
was once his idol, and his fickle love is
turned into another channel, Long ago
drum-headed lad said to me, * Your sermons
make my head ache ;" but he has never looked
at- me with & smilo sinco [ usked him whether
that was the blagye of my sermons or of his
own head,  OrTake the case of one who lins
beon distinguished for much service in the
causo of God, und seo how the fives pale, He
becomes prosperous in business, His obla-
tions on” tho altar of mammon wre costlier
than ever, Ko toHs in the service of self un-
til his energion are nearly ox?nuu!ud. and then
his class in the sohool is negleeted | the grass
grows on his traot distriot ; his nature has bo
vome so perverted that he almost longs for an
occusion of offence, that he may retire from
the duties of the religious life, Could you
have hoard him in the hour ot hisnew-born joy,
when ho first placed his foot in God's king
dom, you could not have thought that ever he
had been reduced to wo luw & moral temperas
ture, What holy vows escaped him! How
rich ho was in promise ! He was like o fruit
tree in the sunny spring-time, perfuctly white
with ten thousand blossoms, and pussers-hy
prophesiod that every branch would be laden
with luscious frait, But look at him now ;
turn the leaves over, wnd with cagoer eyes
scarch for fruit; and say is the promise ol
spring redoemed in wutumu ?  lunumerablo in.
fluences are continually in operation, which
would cool the ardour of our first enthusinsm
for Christ,  Butan plios us with a thousand
troncherous arts ; the world allures us with o
thousand transitory chasms ; our inborn de.
pravity vevoals itsell in a thousand varying
manilestutions ; pride und selfishness, ambition
and luxury, appeal to us in o thousand voioes,
and beckon us with o thousand hands, Lot
wen of rich, deep, manifold experience tell
we how diffioult it is to nourish and maintain
our pristine love for Jesus, and how essential
it is to fight our battles on our knoes if we
would keup our trewsured love sale from the
the grasp of the wroh-plunderer of the uni
ver e,

Becond : This declonsion may be accompa-
nied by wninveterate hatred of theologioal
heresy, * But this thou hast, that thou ha-
test the deods of the Nicolaitanes, which |
also hute,” The Nicoluitanes held corrupt
dootrines, and indulged in corrupt practioes,
hence the Divine Head commends the Churoh
at Kiphiesus for protesting against suoh deprav.
ity j the point, however, on which we remark
I8, thut while the salnts were thus earnest in
repelling a talse theology, their own love for
Josus aud His service wus waning. The head
way be right while the hurtm going in a
wrong direction, | wm indced anxiovs that
we should muintain a soriptural theology, that
we should ** hold fust the form of sound
words,” ut the same time we must remember
that o technionl theology will never suve the
soul § and that a mere vorbal oreed will never
protect and inorease our love for the Lord
Josus Ohrist,  Lv i right to denounce here.
sy, We are bound by our covenant with
!wu to rosist the devil in what guise soever
he way reveul himself, But beware, lest
while you are hating the deeds of the Nico.
lnitanes your love s decrousing: it s not
enough that you are able to put ten thousand
herotios to flight, you must watch your love-

fires, wnd coutinually supply them with the
fuel of heaven,

Third : This doclension evoked the most

y | en, and repent, and do th{ first works ; or |
y

'

solemn warnings and exhortations.  * Res
member, therefore, from whenoo thou art fall

will come unto thee quickly, and will remove
thy candlestiok out ol his place, except thou
repent,”  Obrserve the torrible consoquences of
heart alionation, These wolomn words show
(1) that the church in its collucted capaoity
may inour the Divine displeasure, There
may be good individuals in the fellowship, yot
the community as a whole may be under the
frown of Him who * walketh in the midst of
the seven golden oandlostioks,” (2) That the
church in its ocollective capacity must betake
itsolt to repontance. This is evident when
wo remembor that thove is oertain work prop-
erly demominated churoh-work, Tuke, tor
example, oither howe or foreigh evangelisa
tion § it is not my work solely us un individual
to * go up and possess the land” of heathen.
ism ; but it is our work as a ohuroh 1o ourry
the light of hoaven into * the durk places of
the earth,” It cun only he done h{y individu.
als, in so far ws thoy wre atoms in a fabrie,
parts of a wholo, If therolore, we have |
negleoted to enter the open door of opportus
nity, as & church, the ory of the angry Na.
viour s * Repent and do the Hest works, or
olse I will come unto thee quickly,” () That
Josus will unchurch every orgwnisation that
is unfaithful to His new ; Ho throatons to
“pomove thy candlestiok sut of his place,”
Suoh lunguage may well make us puuse, Ore
gonisation is not_spiritual brotherhood, Tell
o not of gorgeous tomplos, of skiltul arrange-
wonts, of complove muchinery ; 1 tell you
that you may have all these in an uuparal-
leled degroo, and yot ** Iohabod” way be writ.
ten on your temple doors; What is your
spiritual lite ?  Ls your ecolesinstioal mochan.
ism the expression of your love !. Is every
wheol rovu‘ving by the breath of your sym-
pathy ?  Ls your hoart the groat motive pow.
or? L would turn you in upon yourselves,
and 1 the name of Josus adjure you to jud‘u
your hearts, Do this now, not & moment s
to be lost ; you may lose your ** candlestiok,”
you may bo unchurched, and your temple may
becomo a pit for * the bitteru and the owl to
dwell in," My brethren, we must determine
our condition in the light of these ussurances,
The eye of Josus in wmarking every declon.
sion; and us our love deolines, His unger
buros, Thore s a limit to His torbearin
mookness, Thoso that continue to offend Him
shall assuredly * lio with the uneiroumoised,
and with thom that go down to the pit ;" and
when He ariseth in His tury the earth shall
stuggor with amascment, umf the soa shall re-
tire trom His presenve, Oh, Churoh ! hear
the warning ovy,

Wo must aot part without a werd of hope ;
Josus concludes His letter with words which
warrant we in wffirming—

8. That the Hoad of the Church has the
riohest blessing in resorve for wll who overcome
their spiritual enomios. *To him that over
cometh will | give to eat of the tree of lite
whioh'is in the midst of the paradise of God,”
Almost every word in this promiso is an
idon—

* Overcometh ;" the word tells of battle
and viotory, There is iutimation here of an
etiomy, There is a hell in this word,—=and
in it there s a dovil, That your spiritual
Iifo in a fight you need not be reminded : every
day you wre in the battle-ficld,~you live by
strife,

“ Bat 1" the word tells of appetite,  Desire
18 1o this word, and desive satisfled, Our de-
sire lor wmore of Uod. shail invrease us the
ages of our lmmoriality expire, and yot lu.
oreasing desire is but another way ot sayiog in-
oroasing satisfuotion,

“The tree of lite which is in the midst of
the puradise of God.,” Those words are old,
ﬂw{ ring In my ears as lamiliar sounds, and
such they are ; tor hardly can wo overpuss the
first page ol the Bible, uutil wo read of “the
treo olmh also In the widst of the garden,”
aud now that we come to the last pages again,
wo hoar the rustliog of its wmaranthine loaves,
Lt in but little we can say vonoerning such
(re0 ! no worm Is goawing et its root, uo
sorpent oolls around its stom, no sere loal
tremblos upon it as the prophet ol a comin
winter, s overy leal Is jowelled with purer
dow than ever spurkled on the eyelids ol the
morning, A treo! 'Tis but woother word
for bewuty, for besuty walks furth fa ever

another namo for progress, tor the oiroling
sap bears through every fibre lito and fruit.
lurnm-a. Brothren, shall we assomblo round
the Cross,  The Cross is at onoe our tree of
lito ; nay, the Cross s but the earthly name
ol yonder tree in heaven, the Oross is that
tree in droary winter, shakon by savage storms,
reft of every iesd, the throne of all, conquers
ing death ; and yonder tree is but the oross in
the genial summer ot the bettor land, burst
ing into loat, blushing iuto blossom, struggling
into frait, and [ tell you that you oan never
stand beneath its branches until you have
touched it in its old namg@=the Oroas! the
Cross ! and having done so you shall by.and.
by approach the eternal tree, and you shall
oat ity precious frait and that trait will be
all the botter for having been plucked and of-
fored by your brother's hand,

The choice of a wife.

The Rev, B, Kurts, D. D, L. L. D, re.
oontly made this the theme of a leoture to
the graduating class of Theological Studenta
in the Missionary Lostitute of the Keangelis
o7l Luthoran Ohuroh, Solinsgrove, Pa, Dr,
K. favoured oarly warriages, but not early
ongagements, for the following reasons ;-
“In gencral 1 advooate early marriage,
and might amign, if time permitted, many
wolghty rossons to sustain my opinion—but
instond of this L shall ouly reply to the prin
oipal argumont commonly urged against it,
namely, that young men are (oo inoxperienced
and preoipitate properly to estimate charaoter
and exeroise sound judgement, Thore is vome
truth in this objection, but not enough to dise
lodge me from the pogition assumed, Lt men,
a8 they prow older, gonerally become propors
tionably more competont to soleot wives, the
objection wou'd receive additions! foroe,  But
I8 this the faot?  Look at your old bachelors ;
do thay, us & rule, seleot more judiclously than
young men of from twenty one to twenty-live
yoers of age? It is true, as wo grow older
wo bevcome suspioious, bus suspivion operates
rather to pervort than to improve. our eati.
mate of human charastor, 1 have known as
many blundors to be committed by old baohe-
lore a8 by young wen, and this is the more
likely to be the case beoause on acoount of

g | morconary speoulation they are more liable to

be the objoots of fomale art, The handsome
young lady too frequently takes the ugly old
bachelor not for love, but for eoivenionoe or
for mouney, Henoe, there are no mutches inaye

absurd than those sometimes made by this~

oluss ol mon, unloss, indoed, it be those per-
rutulml ooousionally by old widowors, The
formans havo & proverb to the off ot, that
*when God wants a ool ho takes an old man's
wile trom him,' beoause the old widower is so
prone 1o wot fantastionlly and foolishly, and
make himsell ridiculous when in searoh ol o
wite, Now, | readily grant, that there are
many honorable exceptions in regard 10 the
tollios attributod both 10 bachelors aud wids
owers ; nevertheless, it doos not strke me thas
age gives any peouliar knowledge where we-
wab is oonoerned, or whioh s likely wssentls
ally to assist in ohoosing a wite,

“ Lt wppours 1o we, then, that the objestion
(0 eurly marriage, arising trom want of expe-

rlonee and wature judgment, is not % valid
ono, - LI & man ab twonty-one is deemed eld;

onough o prewch the Gospel, to practise wedi-

olne wid luw, to engage ln meroantile pussaits,

or any other business which also requisas. the

oxviolse of prudence and judgmout, why

should he not have sense mourh o ehoose a
J

wile, it he will only properly exmoiso his
sonse !

“ But while I advooate early marriage, I
At not in favour of -early engagements, Such
ehgaguments open wide the wouta of buay
gossips, aud o often terminate in u jilt on
the oue side, or & biosch of promise on the
other, Mesidos, the studest of divinity is sons

stantly progressing in knowledge, doveloping

his lutelleot wud envichiog is with learning,
which s rarely the ouse with his betrothed,
She s usually' employed in domestio duties,
wod remains stationary in mental oulture, Of

& | ourso, his viows wro enlargingeand his opin.

lons rapidly ohanging, snd the female thas

Lavould win hig uftootions wheu the ougagemony

was made & yoar or two proviously, while she

varylog wanitestations, A tree! 'Tis but

was his o qual in mental evelopmont, iy by no
means the one that would command bis admis




