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those that are literary, a mission to the High. 
lands appears invested with the kind of inter. 
est one feels in things beyond the Grampians, 
This Home Mission does nothing, or next to 
nothing, in the more populous districts of the 
south, In whatever way this fuct is to be 
accounted for, that it is the simple fact can- 
not be denied. Hitherto it has aie ded little or 
nothing in establishing or extending Baptist | 
churches in the more populqus cities and | 
towns of the kingdom, 

With regard to what is called the Baptist 
Association—it was instituted seven years 
ago. It is not an association of churches, but 
simply of individuals, Partly diversity of 
opiuion as to many things, and partly the in- 
stinetive love of perfect freedom on the pert pit Our priociples, as involving the free use 

a of thu iglévidual chuifthes, r:ndered it inex- 
pedient to attempt a union of churches, The 
object at which this society aims i®threefold : 
first, to promote the revival of spiritual life 
in the churches ; secondly, to aid, by pecuni- 
ary contributions, churches unable efficiently 
to sustain the ministry of the Word ; and, 
thirdly, to educate young men of ability and 
piety, and who give promise of apparent use- 
fulness in the service of the Lord.” The last 
department is the one that has been chicfly | 
sustained, Several students have already | 
gone forth, and are now- occupying spheres of 
usefulness at home and abroad ; and at_pres- 
ent nine or ten are receiving cducation in 
connection with the University of Glasgow 
and otherwise, 
These are the combined agencies which, in 

conjunction with the churches, are at present 

in use in attempting to extend the principles 
held by Evangelical Baptists iu the northern 
part of Great Dritain, Of course any 
amount of agency put forth cannot accomplish 
sudden chatiges, Secarcely is it in anything 
that men—-not only the ignorant and super- 
stitious, but the intelligent—change more 
slowly than in their religious opinions. And 
especially is this the case when change of 
opionion necessitates change of ecclesiastical 
association, aud above all when the change is 
oné so obvious and startling as that of the ifh- 
mersion in water of one come to years of 
maturity, and somewhat, of Christian experi- 
ence, 

In the Presoyterian communities, their 
ministers have, in general, received a very 
competent education ; their congregations, 
especially in the larger towns and cities, are 
respectable, influential, and frequently weal- 
thy ; and there are many among them who 
are men of enlarged benevolence and sterling 

piety. To a fractional body of Baptists, con- 
sisting of a score or two, here and there; 
or in two or three of the larger towns, of 
several hundreds—this Presbyterian kingdom 
of the worth does not present a field of easy 
conquest, Infaut baptism is the undoubted 
faith of the mass ; then their system of church- 
government works with seemingly greater 
smoothness than the pure democratic indepen- 
deucy of the Baptist churches ; and, above all, 
they are taught by u body of educated evan 

| their enlarged educational training, As Bap- 

‘power which proceeds from enlightened mind ; 
‘and taken in conjunction with what appears to 

THE 
stand still, and reverently bow to priestly 
dictation, merely that pious ignorance may 
reach, Men know more than they did a 
ning years ugo, as to science, as to litera. 
ture, as to politics, ss to commerce, and so on, 
Various sections of the Church are awake to 
the advaneing activity of mind : and bence 

—————. oa ——— — 

tists, in the north, we may not stand still. 
Our teachers must be educated, and that well. 
Our principles bear the light, and can only 
be borne forth by men who themselves have 
looked at truth under many aspects, and whose 
capacities have been trained to the fair use of 
the intelligence God has given them, Our 

Book, as the book"of all Christians, demands 

nd untraminelled application of right reason 
to that Book demand it : and our free, earnest, 
unqualified allowance of the same liberty to 
all others, calls for a mind rightly furnished 
with the helps of as complete a course of 
training as the exigencies of the present age 
can command, or its advancement bestow. 
Aud thus, though few and scattered, and 
seemingly insignificant, we may yet have that 

be the plain meaning of the Word of God and 
the promised grace of the Holy Spirit, we need 
not fear the absence of the blessing of Him 
who is Lord of mind, and absolutely Lord of 
truth, Our cause is that of the umfettered- 
use of the holy oracles of God. 

Chnstin FH essenger. 
HALIFAX, JUNE 24, 1868. 

Western Association. 

Wk have received from a friend, the follow- 
nz brief but satisfactory *summary of the 
proceedings at this annual gathering of our 
brethren ; : 
“We had a very-pleasant Association—the 

weather was fine—the churches well represcuted 
—letters from nearly all of them— more money 
than usual—large gatherings of pecple—plenty 
of accommodation for them=upwards of forty 
ministers present—the preaching and speeches 
ood ”n Zood. 

Central Baptist Assoclation. 

The season of religious anniversaries again 
calls Ministers and messengers of the Associ- 
ated churches from their various localities, to 
assemble at the appointed places; there to re- 
count the experience they have had during 
the year of the operations of Divine grace 
amongst them, The advances of time are in- 
dicated by the absence each year of some 
who had been accustomed to attend these 
gatherings from year to year, In each place 
of meeting, however, may be seen many com- 
ing up to fill the places of the fathers who 
have passed away, 

CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

[were read by Revds. Dr. Omm p, D, Fropman, 
and G. Armstrong. These epistles exhibited 
the usual warm expressions of interest in the 

just held in that town, 

Ec —— 

progress of the eause of Christ—some shewed 
an earnest desire for a more general manifes. 
tation of God's power and goodness, while all 
rejoiced in the aceounts which have from time 
to time appeared in our pages—of sinners 
saved and brought ints the kingdom of Christ 
upon earth. The additions by baptism to the 
Association amounted to. above 300.-The 
deaths and exclusions would however diminish 
this in the general results. 

Arrangements were made tor preaching in 
eight different places of worship on Lord's 
day, and for the further sittings of the Session. 
These exercises being finished, the pastor of 
the Yarmouth Church, Rev, H. Angell was 
requested to inform the asscmbled brethren, 
something concerning®he Western Association 

He did so, and greatly 
rejoiced the assembly by informing them that 
there had been a series of services during the 
session unexampled in any former period—a 
congregation of 1000 or 1200 had attended, 
and continued to attend the meetings up to 
the close, and manifested the deepest interest 
in the subjects brought forward for considera. 
tion—that upwards of 500 had been received 
info the churches, and u spirit of revival seem- 

ed more or less to spread over all the Asso- 
ciation, Great Larmonyhad prevailed, and 
it was believed the delegates would return to 
refresh the churches with the relation of what 
they had seen and heurd at Yarmouth, 

Aylesford has but a small part of its popu- 
lation residing on the main road, It compri- 
ses several villages, two or three of which are 
on the road from Kentville to Bridgetown, 
about 20 miles from the former place, It 
has not many points of interest to one passing 
through, but by a drive of a few miles either 
north or south to the mountain ranges, run- 
ning parallel on either side, magnificent scen- 
ery may be found. It has several churches, 
three of which are near our present place of 
meeting. The Baptist sanctuary is the largest, 
and will contain ‘about H00 persone, The 
Methodist is a very neat building not quite 
so large, and the Episcopal somewhat smaller, 
is perhaps the best specimen of church archi- 
tecture of the three, 
The two former were supplied respectively 

with preaching on Lord's Day, by ministers 
of the Association, Dr. Cramp, and Rev. 
(Geo. Armstrong in the first named, and Dr, 
Pryor, and Rev. H. Angell, in the Methodist 
church. Kach place was filled with large and 
attentive audiences.” Dr. Cramp preached 
trom John xxi, 20-22, 

text as containing a useless question—** Lord 
and what shall this man do?” and an insiruc- 
tive reply, * What is that to thee, Follow 
thou we,” 

shewing that the presence of the Holy Spirit 

mp 

illustrating the 
subject of love to God being the impelling 
principle in his serviee, by considering the 

Mr. Armstrong preached from Ephesians 
v. 18, “ But be ye filled with the Spirit,” 
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lar position, however elevated, let the RS 

feeling crimson his face with shame, 4 
that to be wealthy ns a millionaire—to he py, 
Minister: of the Queen, or her ambagyg e 
abread—the generalissimo of her forces }y la 3 
or her chief admiral -at sea—to utter hi Fogg 

thority. the lust and highest word of science > compose the poetry which shall crown ye with 
a laureate’s wreath, or the music which. with it 
‘inked sweetness,” and its deep and subtle ha : 
monies, may thrill the soul with a new oc Bron 
drous ecstacy, is to achieve a higher honoyy to 
render a nobler service, and toenjov a purer ha . 
piness than we feel te be associated with the 
post we now occupy in the spiritnal kingdom 
are we not in the garb of ambassadors without 
credentials and sedl, and are we not rupyjy 
without being sent? A minister of Chri 
without enthasiasm ! one who has to preach the 
most glad tidings that ever came torth from 
Heaven's gate, without enthusiasm! A rower 
in the lifeboat of which Christ is the heaven’ 

pilot; and which bas to rescue struggling, drow, 
ing souls, from the foaming breakers of sin, - 
without enthusiasm! We are told (hat there 
are elements to dawp it. Foough assured 
both within us and without us. Natural indo. 
lence in some, an unchasjened will in most, be. 
numbing hab’t, personal sickness, ungrateful and 
even cruel treatment from others—friends trans. 

muted into enemies, Larvests scanty or long de. 
ferred, and mingled with tares—th artings from 

men and temptations from the Devil—pumbe;. 

less distractions and barassments arising from 
our social lite—all these are the wintry clouds 
which often empty themselves upon the fire of 
a minister's br But then the more we haye 
of this dismal, discouraging rain, the greater the 
necessity for keeping the fire blazing with a fer. 
vent heat. The more we have to resist us, the 

more internal force we must have to press on,—- 

If the vessel has both wind and tide againgt it, 
the more needful it is that its motive power 
should be great. If we can neither drift into 
heaven as Christigns, nor drift onward in oye 
work as ministers, if progress involve struggle, 

and resolution, and nerve at every step, what 

prospect of success has he who begins the 
ministry without Leait, or with lukewarmness? 
It is well when a gale rises (mmediately on his 
leaving the harbour, and sends him back with 
fear, and compels him to abandon a mode of life 
for which he was so poorly qualified. : 

“Brethren, let us learn enthusiasm from others 
who, in temporal matters, ave not ashamed of it, 
The manufacturer who has set his heart on 
riches, teaches us a lesson. Ie is resolved to be 
wealthy, and he cares vot ‘who knows it, [He 
rises up early, lies down late, eats the bread of 
carefulness, and wastes not a farthing whifully, 
He keeps his eye upon every passing event, for 

it may aficet for better or for worse his hopes of 
a fortune. [Politics are not without interest for 
him, especiaily if they have a mouetary bear. 
ing ; he strives to master international affairs, 
for they may affect trade, and it is by trade that 
he is to become rich. Discoveries in chemistry 
attract his regard, not because he understands 
the sciemee, but because new colours may be 

made or old ones fixed, and in either case may 
turn his fabrics into gold, If he be dumb or 
stammering on any other point, on this the one 
imperial, all-absorbing ah vom of lus life, be is 
as eloquent as the Greek that shook Philips 
throne, This enthusiasm may be called vulga, 
Be it 80; but itis vulgar because it is misplaced, 
Is it vulgar if its object be worthy, aud was it 

vulgar in an Apostle who could say, * This one 
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elical teachers, In these circumstances, pi : cree RP og . : » Ohaitsiog | thing thing Ido? Men can pardon enthusiasm ~ work, 
Fr Progress startlingand crowning advance Whilst there is some similarity in the gen = the , ey. Wn of the Christian whi bh can spend years in deciphering scrip heaven! 

he oe f the Baptists, 1s ale Jat ‘| eral character of the reports of one year with WORE. 0d inasmach as the people of | tions on a fragment of some ancient stone; or who hea en the part of the Baptists, is a calculation me : : God seek for and are abundantly supplied | which can chase through flood and fell, and p had conid Sent. ba wleale asin that of another, yet th: difference in the per-| _. : 3 . ; J supp » ; ough flood ’ Faul, ar AAG could nob at present be wisely enter whi a. with spiritual influences they accomplish the | wood and brake, with dripping” garments and able to 4 sonnel of which the gatherings are composed : \ p oh | tained, — si ai ha hin BG ES posed, till and purposes of Ged, lacerated flesh, some new woth which entomole- ul unt 
Aud yet the whole living religious move- Vi oo ON BIFAys. pew and attractive. gy has never recognised and classfied belore, or in Zion 

ment of the north is towards the ground on M °D = 4 a a aud A ERC HR smi which can give half a lifetime to the recension think th 
which, as Baptists, we take our stand. The | the Delegates as elected by their brethren in al od of some obscure and unimportant manuschpt, or a Savio 

great wo Se dissension, which,in the Church the churches they represent, the aggregate is ‘Ministerial Enthusiasm. which can dwell with rapture on some master but it is 

of Scotland, led to the Free Church, and|® POWer In this world of the highest impor-| Tye following important observations are stenko of the puasil of RelSnslie av of toe ps our fai 
widely affected the whole religious lite of the | "#0 We acknowledge Christ as King in| extracted from the * Introductory Address” . sgn if wp . rp > nr vr. sly 
northern kingdom, was an assertion of the Zion, and bis word as the text book of the delivered at the recent Aunual Meeting of DUNN SID, Hept 4% hed ice pg ed . y . v y " 3 Re A . Pi 2 ’ ’ ’ ; ’ A 

paramount authority of the Word of God, of a : - serge yom iy gw far| (Le Congregational Union of England and | through Northern scas to the Eastern world — wore, o 
the liberty und rights of the Christian people, y 18 » ye : esign 0 these annual Wales, by the Rev. Enoch Mellor, y Hh M, of | And 1s the pulpit the only place in which enthe- thasiass 

and of allegiance to their one great and eter- Assemblies.  Cherishing this great idea, the Liverpeol, siasm is an unpardonable sin? Js tamencss 10 fem (0 
nal King. Though stopping short, in its | brethren come and recognize each other, not ul oe: Clear VR be its highest level—a studied coolness its in & wan 1 
movement. of what we apprehend as the ob. |o0y us fellow servants and disciples, but as «t me further observe, that, if we would | tensest warmth, a persevering monotcny its most ing and 
ovement, 0 B% WO SPPIORORG AS TR6 00-} , 7 : We ic : make our ministry a power, it must be marked | atiractive t rearying iteration of the same 

vious eonditon of the churches of the apos- | the representatives of Christ upon earth, left by enthusiasm on is ought to arise from BE 
tolic.ege, it was an advance towards that po- | ee te exhibit bis character and to spread faith in the truth we preach. No minister De RAISON 8 SreOv sin i ens 
sition, and so far could not but be hailed by | his truth iu the world. : : right to expect that bis work will be effective ex- | fervent zeal ? Brethren, other enthusiasms are us us & tribute 10 that interpretation of the A trip to the Country in the leafy month of | cept it is with him a controlling and all-mastering | concerned with perishable things: ~ The iger- 
Divine word, which we and our predecessors June, is of ltselt most exhilerating, The passion. Unless we have entered the ministry | chant’s gold shall drop from his hands—the ne- Tux 

ever found, North or South, this activity of less veriety which greets the eye, and the hot | f life : t. the s 89 58 bie statuary shall tars 40 dusts | wire hall - Christi - Wot td music of the tiny warblers, call forth constant | 2} ¢F manner of fie can exert, the sooner we |man which a carnal enthusiash bas erected s A larg rstian Riinisters and of Christian Juymen autnreasieny ad 1 ¢ th : Vall oon abandon our sacred, or desecrated, office the bet- | be burned up, but the enthusiasm of the true wing o 
to spread the Word of God, to diffuse the |**Pressions of joy at the evidences of wisdom | ye Loth for ourselves, and for the people among | minister of Christ has relation to things whieh g 

g knowledge of the Word, to increase the reign und gooduess in the works of our Heavenly | whom we minister. It there be any office in the | cannot perish. If he be a good master-builder, per Po 
of aetive piety and spiritual life, is-an acti Father. : world which claims enthusiasm as its natural ally, | his — shall abide. The souls which, under of the 
vity in perfect harmony with the drift and But here we areat Ayles ord, and the num. | it is the ministry of the Gospel. It demands not | God, he saves shall be ‘his joy and crown of ye-- rope 

bearing of all the principles held and acted ber of vehicles approaching from every ey the soul, but the soul in its most fervid heat, joicing” If he turn many to righteousness he vos OR | b Raia : : ts highest action. The spirit which i hi he bri he firmament after on by evangelical Baptists. We hail, the [direction and standing all around, lead to ap.|80¢ Mt nigh i Hit Tr uses R1PNNN Sane 80 fhe brightnats 6 Whe ’ 
t assertion of th a ied prehensions that there may be some difficulty |B” er 10 us is the spirit of Him who said, ‘Zeal | and as the stars for ever and ever, And surely ly a strong € necessity of the spirit ’ : J | for "Thine house has eaten Me up 7 * My meat is | there is in the Gospel no Jack of fuel to feed ti 
ual change, the use of the means of its at- tu finding oem a the neat sanctuary be'ong: | 14 do the will of Him that sent Me and to finish | perennially the fire i a true godly enthusias®. e+ 
tainmeat, and of the clear line of demarcra-|'© the Baptist Church here We enter and | His work.” And we find that spirit re-appear- | Its truths which rat enkindled 4 love abi - H 
tion laid down between the changed and the | find it already nearly filled before the time ing in the Apostle of the Gentiles, when ol the same. Our chief danger is lest we become h 1 
unchanged, as tending towards the organisa- named for commencing. The hour arrives, | confounding human lore with Divine love, could | so familiar with them that we cease to — oe ma 
tion seen on the pages of the New Testament, and the Moderator of the past year, Rey, Dr, [say to him, ‘Thou art beside thyself; much | them—handle them until we cease to feel them rge ( 

and, consequently, to what we cannot but hold | Cramp calls the meeting to order by giving learning bas made thee mad.” When 1 speak of | —live passively in their presence until they mind States ' lie § d ' | out the hymn .—= enthusiasm I do not mean a rampant fanaticism, | to fade from our view. It is needful to remin of the 
as the truly catholic import and bearing of ymn, mq dg : : , \ by Ry by wd Se | o We hAMARIRREL x , mistaking frenzy for faith, and noisy de-| ourselves of what we know-—te freshen op mm 

e iNew Lovenant Deriplures, % | IRTP DRgeem Lave. clamation for spiritual carnestuess, excites the living and constant meditation our sense ihe Vie 
In order, however, t the due influence! After prayer by Rev, H. Angell, the names | derision and the hestility of those whom preach. ' reat realities with which we bave to desl— 

of Baptists in the northern part of the island, of the delegates present were obtained from 
at least, be put forth and mantained, it will the letters, and the vote for Moderator taken. 
be necessary that they uphold an increasingly Rev, Dr, Pryor was declared elected, Revds. 
high standard of education in their teachers, E. O. Read and RB. R. Philip were chosen The growing intelligence of men will not Secretaries, The letters from the churches 

ing is designed to conciliate and to save, I Unless this®he done, such words will be far ahead 
mean the entire consecration of the man to Lis of our thoughts—our thoughts still farther ahead 
‘work, as the work which, because of its nature | of our convictions, and sympathies, and thus, in- 
and ends, he esteems to be the noblest on earth. | stead of being inspired with an earnestness In 
If there be one now holdicg a commission from which the heart is warmer than the tongue, ¥¢ 
His Lord who would exchange it for any secu- shall be guilty of using language tropical in 1¢ 


