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#what our contemporary of the Presbyterian Wit

|
Wolfville. |

Mg, Epiror,— '
By notice in your issue of last week 1 observe
that there wil be a Convention of the Sabbath |

3 : ). 3 " i N ! . . o M : . 3
Schools belonging to the Central Association, in [, o1y it with the ground for the purpose of | work, and create by their piety and discretion a

Wolfville, on the 17th of September.  This|
Convention met for the first tiwe last Septem- |

ber in Windsor, A largé number were present |

but the Sabbath Schools at a distance were not | given in Jolin i, 12, 13 : % As many as re-|law,

as numerously represented as could have been |
desired. A most ¢ cel ent Essay was read and |
numerous speeches delivered, but the Conveu- |
tion was not at that time permanently organ-
ised. ‘This was postponed until the present|
season, wher the different Schoo's in the Asso- |
ciation might send letters and accredited dele-
gates—thus placing the Convention in a proper |
position to organize. A Committee was ap-
pointed to prepare the draft of a Constitution
and Dye-aws, to be submitted at the coming
meeting, and to invite the Sabbath Schools of |
the Association to send in representitives, with |
letters giving an account of their standing, to-
gether with their mode of operation. [Persons
were also appointed to read an. Essay and de- |

the Sabbath Schools ind laded, will take hold of'|
this matter in time, aad wake the meeting in
Wolfville a season of individual pleasure and
profit 1 but move especially a means of r!v\:ni::g;
the character and promoting the eficiency of |
onr Sabbath Schools. Our friends in  the
Western Association are doing wonders. Even
l.et us
go-in'o this work==the greatest work on carth

the Eastern Association is ahead of us,
next to the public winistry of the Gospel with
vigor and zeal.

Yours &e.,
AMICUS,

Clistion. FHlessenger.

HALIFAX, SEPTEMBER 2, 1863,

‘““The Visible Chyrch.”

Brixag out of town last week we did not see

ness had written, on this subject, till it was too
late for our last iseue. It will be remembered
that we suggested to him that it would be better
to give what he conceived to te a correct defi-
nition of the above term, than to heap abusive
epithets on our correspoudent for publishing
what he believed constituted the visible Church
of Christ. Our suggestion was adopted by our
neighbour, and in his next paper he gave the
following, from the Westminster Contession of
Faith, as containing his views on the subjeet ;

“ The visible church consists of all those
throughout the world that profess the trow re.
higion, together with their children ; and is the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Chiist, the house
and tamily of God, out of which there is.ne
ordinary possibility of salvation.”

We have no desire to quarrel with any per.
son on account of what he believes, but when a
gross attack is made upou Baptist institutions
and a christian minister, simply becanse he
thinks proper to state in print what he conceiy o3
to be taught in the New Testament, then we
think we are called upon to ask for an explan-
ation and to expose the hollowness and self-
conceit of our belligerent contemjorary, It}
this were a question merely respecting the mean-
ing of words, we should treat it with the indifs
leren @ it deserves, but the discussion of truth |
and the developement of what is taught in God's |
word relating to the Kingdom of Christ, is wor.
thy of the serious consideration of every chris-
tian man and woman. Any one who would en-
«feavor to hush up enquiry amwongst his readers
/by raising the cry of * Narrowness " !  ignorant
‘bigot "t} &e., Wust expect to be asked for ‘bis
reasons lor 80 doing.  Truth is simple and clear,
but. error is multiform and changeable, and loves
durksness rather than light. It may appear at
one tigwe in one garb, be exposed and silenced,
but again it assumes another and offers itself
as tnuth, until again examivned and brought te
the light, when its incongruities appear, und it
iv olliged to seek some other means of hiding
its detonmivies. So long as the Fathor of lies|
rules in mes's hearts, we may expect to have
the teaching.of God's word questioned aud op.
posed.

Those who ave acquainted with the Scriptures,
whether they beleng to & Presbyterian or a
Baptist Chureh, or any other, will pot need to
be shewn how Joose and unsatisfactory the
above definition js, of what constitutes the visible

ot God, even to them that believe on hig name:

'sion to the said visible chuieh, but exalts ‘that

t which makes them haman beings and members
v \ by ! O \ A ¢ : f \ d all . % ’ s . S 5.8 .
liver an Address. It is enrnestly hoped that allj e pai o community into an initiation to

THE CHRISTIA
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For the Christian Men.«mger. one pretending to hold evangelical views of

. Christianity, and of the constitution of the !
Sabbath School Convention at (hurch, should be willing to shelter himself

under so leaky a structure, and one that is,
nevertheless, so exclusive, and moreover without
any foundation.  Whilst it erects a sort of fence
around these it encloses within its boundarivs,—
«all who profess the trae religion”==it forthwith |

taking in another class w!o have no claim but
that of being ** their children,” in defiance of the
tundamental principles of Christ’s kingdom

|

ceived Him, (Christ) te them gave he power
(mar gin, right or privilege) to become the sons

which were born, not of bloed, nor of the will,
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but  of]
God ™ It should te borne in mind that we are|
considering, not the church universsl—those, in
all communities and countries, who are spiritual-
ly united to Christ ; but the visible church—the
institution distinct from the world and called
Christ's body, ob:erving his precepts and ordin-
ances ; and yot our contemporary here ignores
the existence of church ordinances, and recog-
nizes no act of submission to him, or of admis-

church relationship.  This is, indeed, a bioad
church, almest vqual to Universalism; and yet it

does not hesitate to denounce those who are not
in 6ne of these conditions, and pronounces them
Fevond * the ordinary possibili y of salvation.”
We should be sorry te be obliged to believe
such an assertion and consent to all its conse.
quences. 1t is a chureh without afenee, a flock
without any fold, and a fraterni'y without any
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ledge of which we stood in need; and we can|with a notice of the opening se: vices, we e
see nothing in i}t to ‘llvpmw the exitstehnvg or :o nat attempt further dewmils. In the Centre ::'
interfere with the inherent powers of the Svaod § . .
it is now incorporated byptlw local legislature !:hu \i!!ugo. ,“ ',“"" a8 the "‘u‘edfﬂ of the sup.
and recognized Ly this'sentence of Imperal au- tounding "'“'"".‘v a Y""." large bmlcling with a
thority, and is left to exercise its proper funce |spire 180 feet high, it is the first oljecy which
tions by many or by few; and we entertain the |areracts attention & long distaheo off in
utmost confidence that we shall have a sufficent | ipeetion. Its interior 18 no less ki every
number- of -wise<hearted churchmen, who Wwill { beautitul than its exterior is L‘""!piv\m\g and
give themselves bravely and earnestly to the | commanding. The organ oeenples § lm"m"n'nd
.pnsilinn on the platform behind the lninid“\““
moral influence nore powerful to preserve the ‘ desk. ‘Ihis with the choir on both sides, 1, ine
order and discipline of the Church than that|the congregation, are able oFeetoally mmmg
which could be imparted by any leg slative en- | jand the musical department of the e
actment, or be enforced by the strong arm of the | yo as to offer, as with one voive, the sactifice of
. thanksgiving and praise.  The anthemy m(:
formed dyring the various services of the !\‘m‘
gion indicated a very respectable amount M
musical talent, as weil as great diligence i the
choir. °
Tukre isan appropriateness in holding the| The meeting of the Sabbath School, Gofore
Anniversary 6f this body, which comprises the ."h"“"‘"“"“'Q;! N'"‘ilf";. w:;s lto\ wnhn_ut special
Baptist Associations of the three Provinces, HINTROS, | STOH O S " PRV Grov.

\ ; o ded ample and excellent accommodations o
after those annual gatherings. The three be-|yhis department, in  the large vestry on the

longing to this provinee and P. E. Island, and tmmnd tloor, but the Teachers appear 10 by 5
one of New Brunswick having bheld their sody of active christians who cannot tail to o

fect mueh good among the rising generati
T : wneral body met ace : R ation, -
convocations, lh.\s more general body 1 ‘t a *| Addresses were given by veveral ol the viitng
cordirg to appointment at Amberst, on Satw® | hroiliren.

day, the22nd and following days. INTRODUCTORY SERMON.

By the kindness of the steamboat and coach|  On Monday mornivg the more public sorvices
proprietors, and an extension of excursion regus | commenced at 10 o'clock, when the Rev, | K,
lations on the Railroads, facilities were offered Bill preached from Rev. vie 2. He shewed that

: : 3 ' | ‘ " ) (LN ) A ,
for reaching Amherst which the delegates duly | the rext, in symbolic langugage, represented th

: vt » [ trivmphs and progress of the pospel of Clirigt
appreciated.  The attractions of Awmherst, and | 200 the instrumentalitios em toyed in it ac:

the well-known hespitality of its people, proba-|complishment.  The Son‘ol’ God is engaged iy
bly had some itfluente in securing a large as< | & warlare against the powers of varth and hell,

semblage from the remote as well as the nearver | 21" contest is now being carried on to decide

| whethier God shall reign or Satan 1e'ain poss, s

gion of the kingdoms of this world, whether

Brethr n came from Nictaux and Yarmouth in | good or evililight or darkness, sin or holin w,

: : h \ : ! . Y R 5 : ’ \

one direction, Charlottetown, P, E. L, in another, | sha'l prey ail. ~ Satan (!Hl i mlv.(u»l’n teritory

and various parts of New Brunswick in the other, Land "'""_'_""‘l in bringing man . into subjection
and making him -hiz vassal

Mr. 13 noticed some of the organized forms

SOrVives,

— - - ———

Baptist Convention at Amherst.

parts of the field embraced in the Convention.

Saturday atternoon was‘ occupied in. prelimi.

process of adwissicn, except the accident of
being children of profussors. Baptism—a sol-]
enin rite connected h)‘ our Lord with faith and
salvation—ig, in this churcly nowhere——a trouble-
some’ subject—a superfluity, It is no wonder
that the Synods are troubled on account of the
fewress of infants presented for baptism. This
visible church is broad enough to take in all the
ervorists, heretics, and criminals which deface |
soviety, and yet it shuts out all others who have
far less responsibility resting upg;\ them, and

who possibly act more in accordance with their |
convictions.

We infinitely prefer the Church of England
definition of the visible church. It is as follows, !
perhaps as distasteful to our contemporarips a
Baptist one:

¢ wAnrticre 19.~The visible Church of Christ
is a congregation of faithful wmen in the which
the puwe Word of God is preached, and the
sacrawents be duly administered according to
Christ’s ordinance in all those things that of
necessily are requisite to the same,

As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and
Anioch have erred ; so also the charch of Rome |
hath erred, vot anly in their living and manner
of ceremonies but also in matters of Faith.”
We might add also that the Church at West.

nary business and in.the election of the oflicers | of vice and depravity which exist in large cities

Lof the Convention and the Boards for managing | aud rural villages, by w hich Satan deceiv s men,

It having ' Hle also relerred to the forms in which infideligy

appears.  They are doomed to fall under the
power of the captain of our salvation, The
great instrumentality to be employed is the
each year from the other province rather than | preaching of .ﬂw gospel, ]'Z‘ducmiunul nstitue
that in which the meeting is held, the choice | Hons are required as part of the organization

fell upon the Rev, 1. E. Bill, and for Secretarios ‘.i‘;‘ ‘Iﬂf".‘mu e ')M'J"g'mo“ of men to Christ
i : 4 : s e work might be done at once and in de
-8, B. |\\.mphm for Nova Scotia, and 1‘@Vo fiance of al! nppl\!iti()l\, but God has shewn that

Thos. Todd Yor New DBrunswick. : his plan is to do it in connection. with the pen
Rev. J. Davis was elected one of the Govern. | sonal efforts of his people. ALl the promises and

the institutions under its control,
been the practice 10 hold the sessions alferpately
in N. S, and N. B., and to choose the President

L ors of Acadia College in place of the late Rev manifestations of God's power shew that the

: ' . . | subjugation is to be complete and entire.  Men
E. B. DeMill, and the Rev. W. H. Porter, in |5y il but not so this_great.work, One and

place of the saine deceased brother, on the Board | another may be taken away fiom the ranks,

| of Forcign Missions. In consequence of the both officers and men, but the vonquest goes

death of Mr, DeMid, who was last year ap- on—the Captain lives. Awthe close Mr. Bil
. e made a touching reference to the death of Mr
: L W48 DéMill, the former pastor of the  Awhersy
was now necessary to provide a substitute,  The | Church, and appealed to the experience of thow
Rev. 1. E. Bill was called to this service. still Tiving that their powers were soon to fail
()" LOld.l ,):‘\ sCTmIONns were p"\a(-h(n(l‘ in tho a"d lN‘ ““\n‘l’“’"" to (\ll(illl('l‘ "pll"l‘!& 0‘. .\“‘0“0
b R B B S ik - O allid He called upon all to engage in the servies of
morning 0 - . ‘ yor, . 1€ atternoon the ng of Killgﬂ-
by Rev. Dr. Tupper, and evening by Rev, D.
M. Welton. The churches at Sackville were
supplied by Revds. De. Cramp, S. Robinson, |
W. G, Parker and T, H. Porter, Junr. Other J :
. gints . .o was resd by Rev. Dr. Cramp, and adopted,
churches in the vicinity were provided with We shall S R T Additions had
. . . . . . \ N .. 0 '
ministers of the Convention—Revds. Jobn Dae|. © "oo PUHUIHD 16 6 WPy S

pointed to preach the Introductory Sermon, jt |

STATE OF THE DENOMINATION,
On Monday af ernoon a bighly interesting
report on * The State cf the "Denomination ”

minster, and those who adopt its teachings

sages of Scripture where the church is mention-
ed, there would be suflicient we think to sa'ist
the most determined Anti Baptist, that Baptists
have at leas' the supportofthe Episcopal church
as well as that of the Bible, for their views of
what constitutes the visible church.

We were nol surprised to find a correspondent
of the Wirmess last week asking the editor “Are
you not too severe-on *‘ Biother A. Chipwan,’
the Messenger and Acadia College, and unjust
to the Daptists of England ?" It is probable
that others amongst his readers look at the
matter in the same way, somewhat differently 1o
what he does himself.  Being open to conviction
they may be pleased to carry their enquiries a
little beyond the Westminster Coofession of
Faith, Light might be obtained, .

Having thus far examined the instruction afs
forded by our contemporary,~10 use his own
expresgion concerning Mr. Chipman—*trained"
not ** in Acadia College,” but in the Free Church
College at Halifax,—we may for the preseut
conclude by reminding him cf his own senseloss
toast that * Our Sabbath School children would
teach this ignorant bigot what the * visible King-
dom of Christ’ is."”

We may possibly resume the consideration of
this subject. It is one of deep importance.

Eviscoral Syxops.—The Church Record
says in reference to the late judgement given
against the Bishop of Capetdwn i—

“ Whatever may have been our pre-conceived

inions, we must be benceforth governed b
this important and definite sentence. On all

hands it will be a''mitted to be a elear and un-
im ned exposition of the law, and whether

. christian churgh. We are surprised that any

it is satisfactory or not, it is exactly the know-

have erved ! 1If a comparison ‘between the first | and others.. Exhortations were given after each
paragraph of this and that chosen by our contem® | of ‘the services by quite a number of other win-
porary be instituted in “onnection with the pas- | isters.

. , : m adu ) o Jhe : ' 1 1659
vie. Jas Parker. 1) Froomans 8&:W.:dellich been made to the churches by baptism of 166
members.

ACADIA COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT,
The lieport of the Governors of Avadia Cols
De. I yor. preachad from 2 Thess, ji. 13, on lege was then read by Rev, 8. W, deBlois, the
the doctrine. of Election as thig toundation of | Secretary. It shewed that institution tobe ina
| holiness, and took occasion 10 expose and retute | very gratilying condition,  Thirty-three mn!gml
the  misrepresentations of this subject, which | had been in attendance duving the year, Eight
| say that it leads to fatalism and a disregard of | had matriculated at the close of the last terw,
{ the duties of religion. lnstead of that it places |and several others are expected 1o enier Al
| the salvation of the believer in Christ on a firm | the beginning of the next.  Sixty-eight vol
' basis—God's sovervign pleasure and abounding | uwes Hesides parlismentary and other docu
| goodness.  The tendencies of the doctrine were | men's had been added to the College Library.
| shown to be such as would lead to a recognition | Additions had been mwade to the Museum \))‘
of God as the author of salva ion and: humble | donations from Messis., I N, Paint, J R. \\'lllu:.
submission to bis revealed will.  History, biogra- | W. H. Kennwdy, J. Chase, W, Atkius, K. M. G
| phy, and experience were appeale | 1o as cor- | Rand and A, Seawan.
iroborative of the fact that the brightest speci-| A ‘quarter of a century will have o'apsed this
'mens of christian lite bave been found amougst | vear since Acadia College was first established,
“those who have held this doctrine in its integrity. | ** During that period” the report says * she lias
Dr. Tupper's sermon was.on the necessity of |sent forth into the various. walks of life a com
christ'an Lumility and the dangers arising from paratively large number of young men. Up:
| cherishing a spi it of pride and self-suflicieney. wards of forty of these have become preachers
Rev. D. M. Welton from the words of the |of the gospel.” * The expectations of those who
Pealmist, *1 shall be satisfied ‘when | awake | founded this Institution in faith and hope have
L with thy likeness” gave some of the character-|been to some extont realized, Notwitbstunding
'isties of heaven as & place and state in which [many reverses and difliculties, obstaclvs from
l(.ho highest anticipations of the believer on prejudice, and it may be some wismanagement,
earth will be wore than realized. Acadia yet lives, and bolds a warme place in
The «ombination of the Lord's day exercises the atfections of our people then at any previous

'was felt to be remarkably appropriate and ex. period.” | The raport closes with \he following

' ropriate paragrapbh.
‘cellam. and will be long remembered with grati- mu)\;f.? dil;, but r (it

3od lives, and the cause for
 tude by those who were present and participated | which he sent his Son to die shall prosper and
in them, out«ml'..l In tbindca;so all ?ur o;ﬂoﬂ“n. Mn'mou‘urﬁ.
2 2 8 . . . [ ) | rectly en
| '!‘he nup!rm;.x strains of music from the w.ell- | ln:::; c::ry :l?vm o‘:‘z?:n(m: ,h‘m.‘,t;o His will
trained choir, aided by the fine organ and united ’

and they shall flourish even when we have pas
in by the whole congregation at the close of

e unt shewed that near!
the eveni th ¢ Treasurer's account » that n
"4 D wghe e gy foue thowsand dobiue (89838,89 bad been w
T ed to the Endowment Fund during the yeah
'l'h:)r‘o ::g: t..:" t‘;{.z‘::':;;,? '.,“;;' light, The income of the year with the batance of the
Clothed with & body like vur vwa."

evious one bad been equal to the up:;\dit%l:.’
to the tune “ Old Hundred,” was almost over. aving a balance in band of £47 7s. 3d.
powering. . g

College buildings howover are suffering for want
pairs which it had been brd t have

Having so recently had, in our columns, a been done but want of funds ha
_eapital description of the new Meeting !lo"m,' It is proposed to hold some special publie

prevented.
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