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an inﬁg\;;md ffeedoﬁx from propoouwou to
which few can lay claim, Yet on these de-

vends the title to be either reformer of advo-
For the Christian Messenger, | Cate.

: There is a very peneral impression that
Teach mo thy way, O Lord, these setvices are largely a failure. We
Psaem Ixxxvi. 11,

doubt i it be so well founded as is supposed
[t must be admitted that in order to complete
success they require-more careful eultivation
than théy commonly receive; but we demur
to the notion that they are less successtul
then they were. Many o minister is un-
necessarily pained at the scanty numbers
which attend them, merely becuuse he does
not duly consider the circumstances of his
people ; and  gratuitously torments himseit
when he really ought to be fitled with thank-
Thy way which leads, from darkness to light ; ‘“'""’”. and hope. Now, ot all tests that can
Thy way, which is pure, and hely, and right, be devised thut of mere numbers is at once the
Thy way, which shall bring to huven"n bright | most comlorting »nd unsound, Arithmetical

day 3 processes are radically distinet from spiritual
The way of all trath, “ Teach me thy way." | results ; and mere bulk captivates the eye by

The way, which The Word marked as the path, ueposing on the judgment. It is frequently

are. unreligious masters. They wmay. give
more domestic advantages but not alwuys
more liberty ; keeping their bondsmen and
women so closely at work all day, and every
day, th.t the attendance of these at our ser-
vieers i simply impossible, [Mumanity, as
well as religion, calls loudly for reformation
here ; a little eare in arrangement would en

sure thut some, at least, should be able to in-
dulge their better aspirations, We: know a
deacon—wé devoutly hope his case is unique
~—gonspicuous amongst his brethren for devo-
tion to *‘the cause,” his praise in all the
churches, who actually pertorms his ‘muh-
lwuded labours at the lamncntable expense of
imposing a strister confinvement and increased
toil on his employees !

The efficiency ot these services will, as we
have intimated, grea'ly depend on the care
that is bestowed on them, They ere often
wanting in variety and prepuration. The
scrmon is the product of the moment, and
there is a singular repetition and tediousness
iff the prayers, Week atter week, the same
persons present substuntiully the same peti-
tions, with the same quotations or misquota-
tions from Scripture, and of the same length
almost to a {minute, The woonder is that so

Lord, at thy throne, I offer my prayer,
Confussing my needs, supply them all there ;
Lord I am ignorant, teack me | pray,
Foolishly wayward, * Teach me thy way."”

dven to me, let thy mercy reachy:
O Lord, even me, 1 pray thee to teach;

My heart, and the world, would lead me astray |
Lord, I beseech thee, * Teach me thy way.”

The way which is lit by the Spirit's ray, speak, of a church, And in so tur as they
Procecding from thee; » Teach me thy way” |r® eal its spirit of devotion, and its thirst for

I J. G |the Word, they are. The heulth of a reli.
gious commuity may fairly bo determined
s | DY the extent to which it has prayer for its

Cape Canso, Gth Sept. 1862,

.-

R ' breath, and for its aeppetite a craving for |marked u want of freshness and spontaieity
gth(ﬂﬂ“’. truth, But ot itselt, the presence or absence | does not diminish the attendunce unti' none’
: N e |ot human bodies says very litcle, it anything, | but the minister and the regulur staff of sup-
ubout these, The chapel may be ctowdug. pliants is left, These, however, are matters

Our week-evening services.

the petitioners may be many and fluent, and

N : yet, atter ull, there may be, and o'ten is, less
The '°"°'"‘§ article from the London |, piety thun where the gathering is small.
Freeman, contains rome very important sug- |uud but two or three ijuvite the ol

gestions, Lt is perhaps intended to apply to|Cbrist. We do not wish to be invidious ; but
Churches in large cities more than in scattered for the sake of muking this pluin we tuke a
localities, but the princip).s it rests apon, and practical illustrution, and we say that it my

£ a2 : imirly 'be questioned il the unprecedented
the spivit it inculoutes may be no less suitable | yg,4bhers which throng the Surrey Tabernacle

ot datuil into which we do not now care lully
to enter ; we are much more antious to sug-
gest one or two changes in the hope that the
will be found to be improvements. Broadly,
then, we believe the time has come when these
services must be doth revised and consolida-
ted, at onve berter arranged and fewer in
pamber, Of course no inflexible plan can be
devised, Lt ia the very essence of an institu-
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they are often as: arbitrary in their rule as tion of that p.grignh’gi system on whose

to every place. The des're 0 aecomplish |ut the week-n ght lecture of themselves in-
something by all the sorvants of Christ, and |dicate the existence of a piety in auy way

in all their services it the true rpiritof Christ superior to that of neighbouring churches,

whose similur gutherings are compurativel
tian consecration, tractionul, Tuste hus a great deal to do 'ili
There is a time in the history of every in-|the size of congregutions, and scores are at-.

stitution when it hus tn be reviewod. Kccopt | traned to & populur preacher by no higher
—a8 in the owse of the Sucraments, for instauce, | iuflucuce than thut which tukes others to heur
it has been suthoritatively commanded by |a popular lecturer, To luok with unmixed
God, the hour of its birth is rarely that also | satistuction on a well filled room or chapel
of finul thought. Sometimes years only,|because it is well filled, muy indicate, indeed,
sometimes ages even wust elapee, belore the |u very natural sympathy with numbers ; but,
last judgment concerning it can be provounced. | us well, w very shullow idea of refiyion if it
Needed only for u time perhaps, it slowly {bo therclore inferred that more good is heing
waxes old, snd unexpectedly is ready to’ ncoessurt'y achieved thun would be if one-huit
vanish away. Or it it be of permanent ot the beuches were cmpty. The true criterie
utility, chunge ot wunvers calls for change of |on differs innuensely trom this, and our fiym
form ; or possibly wbuses have grown round |couviction, is taut belore, from poverty of
it as ivy wround w fortress which, because  wumbei ¥, feebleness of religious lite is inferred,
they are falsely indent fied with the institus | the temporal circumstunces of a congregution
tion itself, must be cut down with no spuriog |should be carclully exumined. Nor is »
hand, In uny cuse to be able when the full- | compuisou between uiteudance oo the Lord's-
ness of time has come to tuke & onlm survey | duy wnd that in the week by any wmeuns an
of the whole, and then, undaunted by prejudice | iutullible-sign, The leisure of the furmer i
and the clawour ot vested intercst, resolutely | otien tuflowed by something very like sluvery
to remove whut is needless, ani to prove off throughout every duy ol the lutter. Man

sion that, however permanent in' design, it
should be elastic und wutable, adapting itsell
with wise accomwodation to local rejuire
ments. Lo rugul districts, for instance, where
villages oluster round o small town, the
preacher as & rule best discharges his duty by
becoming an evang:list. Hhis work being
chivfly of a mirs'onury charaeter, he properly
sperds in preuching and visitation a great
urt of the time his brethren as properly puss
in the study., The * spiere of lubour” thus
decides its own claims, and consequently no
stundard ot duty, no plan of wotivu, can be
formed, which could be ot universal applica-
tion, We couless, however, to a wish that
the various services could be so readjusted
that their exact pluce mignt be ussigned then
in the degrees of their relative fmportance.
[f this were done Bible classes and catechet.
icul instruction would otten rank higher than
preaching, Sermous are of secondary value
to the young., The stuple of our churches in
the furure, they require to be inteiligently
groundud in Seripturs, and to have lessous of
unworldliness und charity pressed home ou
y [ them with a directness which can only be

seoured by meeting thew apurt from the con-
gregation and in the compuny o: each other,
Puul di | something of the kind when he went
froms house to house in Kphosus, isolating
families und addressing them ulone. Bible-
clus:es would yicld a noble opportunity for
the pointed and univvidious exposure ot
youthiul vices und temptutions ; for true se-
guaintance with individual eharacter and lot;
and as well tor the uwakeuing of that per-
soua! uffection between prescher and hewrer
which, more slmost than anything beside-,
gives force to pulpit uppeal, It is not

of philwophy uod fuith, If we invite our [uot ; but who cun compute the number of
hesrers 10 go with us 38 we attempt wme-}thw- who would but cunnot--those pursons
thing ot this kiud, it is because we deem itlo; every age und of either sex who yeurn to
uecessary. and cuu coufide iu their churituble- | be ut u pruyer-weeting but are compulsorily
ness. | detuined ? ~ And yet the piety of u church is

Boclesiustical higtory is sil 'nt as to the 'sowetimes lurgely vested in such, They ure
time when religious week-evening serviges!ihe foeble mewbers wio are the more

with which the Church has clung to them h:iu these duys of hig pressure for reluxation.
their truest sunotion, Ior many ages it has ' It is monstrous to cxpect thut the one evening
been her invariable practice to establish them on which alowe and then, probut ly, but lor
wherever she has built her temples, und tlw}un hour, the claims of etcessive lubour are
rare wuiforwity with which this hus been dove reluxed, should ulwuys, or often even, be pass-
amon &t nations who have had little in coms ' ed v a chujel. Our L rd, who walked with

wom but their sin and their fuith, stamps them  His disciples through Belds of coru upon the| what love’ is ready to give, It is worth a
with an authority which is the authority oi‘,b'ubbnb-duy when that duy was kept with u | thought too, whether un alteration in the tiue
beaven, The'fires ‘of persecution even huve strictness comparuble in modern times only to|of thuse services is not sometimes desiradle.
not destroyed them, In the upper room, or thut wh'ch obtains worth of the Tweed. would, | Why should they alwuys be held in the oven-
in sequestered glen, multitud s have met thuy in heir cuse, sarction obedience to the nstural |iog?  In many places mure busiess is duue
to huilow the workiog daya ol tho week. law He Himsell bus imposed, and more thau | between five o clock and eight than at any
The most prophetio suguoity does not seem 10 permit recrention sud pure air, Let, then, [otoer part f the duy, and both wornieg ani
anticipate & time when they will come to be the just’deductions be made which the peculi- | eveuiug are compuratively unemployed. Pur-
sbandoped. Grunting, them, that they are aritios of the tues , and we are satis- | cote, aguin cousvious that the formation ol
indispensuble now, sad that besid:s they are fied that in some & more hopeful | ‘huructer in their children depends to no
of permuncut design, the question arises, Do view will be taken of the state of the churches. :l.'sM extent on the influence of ussociation
ﬁo{ sitain their end, or can they be improve | What is realy wanted Here in order 1o im-[and example, huve u welltounded objection
ed? No trustworthy reply csn be given provement & that in an age iu which eapitel |against forsaking them once or twice ever
without an isl study of their nature, s & monooly, in which servants wre muny | week during the only hours st their disposl.
sod 1his is by vio mesns easy. ‘Ibphﬁm.ua masters wre few, there should be wore | We do not ex te wher we sy there dre
busk of fornis tn which W hr-:ulm treedom for laboar, We' to have to|s multitadé’ot instunces in whioch were the
tomed frow infancy, snd w , Open ¢ye sy that'in their huste to grow rich Ohristiun | to do w+the§f would be reli robbery of
W view the living traths they enclose, requires employers are amongst the worst offsnders ;— | their offspring ; and act iu direst ecntruven-

cleetrie circle is complete when love takes

enough that the truth be spoken in love : the
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rigid maintenance depends the training of &
fumily in the nurture and sdmouition of the
Lord.* Preaching is to supplement, not te
supecsede;, parenta! care ; and we confess to &
«trong sympathy with all who conscientiously
decline to quit their homes at the only time
they can devote to them. “In saying this we
do but emphasize the remark that the trane-
forence of those services, wherever it is prae-
ticable, in much to be denired.

We shall hive to tax the charity and can-
dour of our rcaders still more, as we add that
these services are likely to benefit by consoli-
dation, If they could occas’onully be cone
densel—we do not say abandoned-—their
union would prove to be their strength, The
chiel end of a minister is not to multiply
sermous, or of a congregnticn to hear them,
We are speaking of cours: on a broud average,
not of cases which are made specinl by peocu.
liarity of gift ; but we are counfilent tho
general conscience will-respond to the remark
that whenever these services cun be legiti
mately brought into the compuss of one, er,
at the most, of two nights, the alteration
ought to be a great gain all rount, And in
many ways. The pastor's h me would suffer
le:s Irom an intaolorable neglest ; more time
tor culture and new kinds ot useluiness would
be at his coninand ; ‘the fallacy that the pre.
sence of Christian people 01 the meuns of
grace is the all of Christianity, would be ex-
ploded : but above all would th cue gies ot
our most devoted laymen be set tree tor dirsos

y | evangelistio work, As it is, oir churches,

are wuch loss spiritual organizations lor the
amclioration of suftering, und for conveying
the Gospel to the world, than they are vom-
binations tor preaching an.| prayer; and that
is commonly thought to be the most flourish«
ing community which, on the greatest numbse
of ni:hts, can eommand the most orvwded
house. The results ol this vicious way ol
thinking are wost disastrogs, Bat a small
reentage of our members unite in the
ahours steadfast and immovable; the majorie
ty, fatally content with going to chapel, und
unuffected by the sin ard misery without,
bear neither gifts or Gospel to the poor.
Our bust men, uguin, raised to the dewcon's
office, are hiedged in by its temporal duties se
by cheveux de frise. Custow expeots thew to
be at thoir post as ofte: as the doors are
o en, acd the sum of their spiritnal work in-
cludes little more than un pecasional visit to
the sick, conversing with cundidates, tuking
money, and letting pews, All this is necessary
enough, no doubt, but where it s oll it is »
wholly inadequate return for the expenditure
of 80 much valuable time; uod to the extend
to which the present wethod is ohurgeable
with muking it so that method undoubtedly
ought 10 be reformed. First of all to impress
the Chureh with a sense of its duty in relas
tion 10 the world, and then to free it from
mistaken demands which engender inaction
aud quiescence, in order that the discharge of
its duty may be possible; is the plain dictate
alike ot rewson and piety. Il this could be
accomplished it the Church were saturated
with the couviction that every member of ib
holds the Gospel in trust to dispense it in
some of its muny forms to others, and its
cnergies, withdrawn from occupaticns in whioch.
they ure vomparatively wasted und absorbed,
were concentrated on the doing of the woik its
Lord died to initate, thed' the time tor the
ingathering of the hurvesy would have come,
Poteatially, at all events, the fields are always
ripe unto it: the thrusting forth ol wore
lubourers is the grand desideratum ; and we
have indicated one way in which it way be
supplied:~ We are sorrowtully conscious thas
the suggostions we have felt it our duty te
mnke will probably excite some opposition,
In operation they have done s slrcudy, bub
we cannot say it has always been very wnellis
gent. - But lately » certain winiser, whose
thoughts have run in the same channel with
our uwn, abo ished one service sud
the other, giafting the prayer-mevting on the
aook ol the lecture. E:y was shar. ly ceu;nn
consequence by a & mewmber o
church, * \\cll.”' be sauid, “but for years
yoa have never once attended oo * the Mone
day.” * Yes, that is quite true,” was the
reply, * but then it was 0 nice to feel you

y | were being prayed for. * 1 buve lust thet

consolation uwow.” Not, indeed, that we

mean (0 insinuate ez uno disce omnes.
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