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For the Christian Messenger,

All's for the best.

tepine not thou when dark days come,
For come they surely must,

Nor let misfortunc's raging storm,
I'rostrate thee in the dwust.

Confide in God and freely tell,
Th" SOrOWS il\ ”\‘\ l““‘ﬂﬂ“

[lope and be happy in the thought -
That ull is for the best.

Have courage in the darkest hour,
And (ears and moans despise,
For oft thy sorrows and thy wooes

Are angels in disguise,

Lot hope and faith within thy soul
Be cach a welcome guost,
To whisper to thee, Cheer, cheer up !
For all is for the best,
IR S o ———— v —

Noba Scotin Chupeh Bistory.,
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For the Christian Messenger.

The Baptists of Nova Sootia.

Prriob v,
From A, D 1830 to A, D. 1860,

LETTER LXIX,

DOORAPHICAYL SKETCH OF Jamus Lext==Dratn

HALIFAX, NOVA

some, The story of the church will Lp list
ened to in heavon with far groatoer interest
thanTt could ever command on earth ; and
the quiet, modest labourer, whose praisos
wero never heard here boyond a very narrow
oircle, will be gelebrated there among the
Lord's mighty ones,

Mr. Mannig was oalled to endure man
trials in Kis church during some of the later
yoars of his ministry, They are continually
refcrred to in his journal, and in a manoer
which indicatds that his soul was sorely paine

-{ed. Alionations and divisions—the prova

lence of violont party-spirit—and various
attempts to thwart his plans and lessen his
influence, stung him to the quiok, Under
God, the church owed overy thing to him.
[t was perbaps thought by some that he was
very tenacious of authority ;and more stern
and unbending' than could be desived; but
thoy should have remembered that he was
their father in the goespel, and had a special
claim on them for considerato kinduess and

respect,

he storm subsided, The ;{oo«l wan had
woathered it manfully, notwithstanding the
poignancy of his griof, and he came out of
tho trouble  purified, and made white, and
tried.” A+ the infirmitios of age grow upon
him the cares of the church became too bur
densome, - Help was imperatively requited,
Brother A, 8, Huut, who had been some time
pastor of the church at Dartmouth, went to
the nssistance of the aged minister in 1847,
and was associated with him in labour during
the remainder of his life, This arrangement

of Kowann ManNing, TRIALS OF NI LATTRR
PAYS =REVIVAL IN THE CHUROM ==llI18 SRRNON
AL NICTAUX == I8 LAST ILLNESS ==RESOLUTIONS

FARSED BY PUNRLIC BODIES ON OCCASION OF MIa
DEATN,

uv Ymme l"o‘t'c‘ml.
! 9

Nothing now remains but to bring this his-
Wy to a close by furnishing briet biographi.
al notices of brothren  whom the master
wnmoned home during the last period,

Jaurs Lene, pastor of the church at Tus.
i, died November 13, 1850, after o' lon
wd paintul illness, in whioh he enjoyed the
upport which the gospel affords, and exempli.
il the power of christian principle in an
twinent degeoo, My, Leut had u long
kown and  esteemed in the denomination,
Hewas a wman of intelligent piety=humble
wl unassuming in his deportment—hospitable
~kind-heart d—and devotedly attached to
ot distinetive viows. 1le wag & member of
e Board of Directors of the Kdueation
Sciety from the boginuing. Though he ha
Wied thy cause in various ways for many
yars he did not enter the stated ministry till
“mowhat late in lifo, being forty-throe years
od when ho was ordaino«t‘. Alter fourteen
fars of useful ministry, during which the
“areh enjoyed soveral rovival seasons, and
UWwards of one hundred persons were added

b baptism, it pleased God to dismiss him
from laboup, lf(

¥hen he was callod to his rest,

Eowann Maxxixa died January 12, 1851,
"¢ early history of this‘ venorable servant
 God has been given in previous lotters ;
“d sundry oxtraots from his journal have
timished illustrations of his forvent piety
Wl deop religious exporience, So he cons
tuged—neither swerving from his principles
"r faltering in his course. He was a livin
@emplification ot the dootrine of final pers
“iernce, for he * held on his way,” and
“tdured unto the end.” The truths which he
t wore the food of his own soul, He
"Wked in the paths in which he direoted
ohers to go, And “the Lord of the way"
"8 with him,
The lifo ot a ohristian pastor exhibits little
Wriely, 1t is & continuous course of effort——
\waye laborious = sometimos distrossing—yet
WY unmixed with oucouragpment, comfort,
1149%. Though it is by no moans barren
of inoident. the incidents are ravely such as
“Wid be prudently placed before the publio
%% Henoe the {iognphiu of some of the
freatest und best of men might be comprised
“! A fow pages,
:ii.“ Which will ono day be unfolded, to the
villﬂl: gratification of all conoerned. 'There

* Wuch is involved in the salvation of & soul,
i the history of sucoessful confliot with
“W, that the narrative will never be weari-

nos complaint of samoness, then; for|busi

was peculiarly acceptable, Mr, Maunin
‘repeatedily expressed his satisfaotion with it,
'and rejoiced that the question of a successor
| was sottled before his death,

Ln the early part of the following year it
pleased God to * give testimony to the word
of his grace” by an abundant out-pouring of
his Spirit on the church and congregation,
So plentiful was the blessing that at the next
meeting of the Association the addition of
eighty-seven persons by baptism was reported.
How profoundly .Mr, Manning's mind was

& | impressed by this morey will appear from the

followin

extract of a lotter addrossed by
him to

o Kditor of the Christian Messens
“Lhad for some time past despaired of
witnessing a revival of religion in this church
during my life, I can now say, * Bless the
Lord, O my soul, end aM that is within me
bless his holy wname,’ and with good old
Simeon add, * Now lottest thou- thy servant
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seon thy
salvution—the glory of thy people lsrael,'

“ A young but eminent minister in Great
Britain, when on his death-bed, having just
witnessed a rovival bofore he breathed his
last, repoated the following lines—

‘ I've seen thy sinking church arise,
Awd leave the world in peace.’

I think I can enter into his mlinr. I
lon

) had lived fiftysoven yoarstlong to see sinners turning to God,

to reo backsliders roturning home—wit

fasting, and weeping, and mourning, rending
their hearts and not their garmeuts, I am a
dying wan—this I foel duily, I have lived
long, and secn much—both of good and evil,
L love the Lord Jesus:—I love his cause, 1
know I do;—I love his church, and I love
his servants, old and young;—I love the

g | saints of every name ;—I love poor sinnbes ;

~and [pray that I may love my enomies.”
From that time My, Manuing's health
gradually declined, and ho could only engu
ocousionally in the services of the ohumﬁ
'Ho was present at the last meeting of the
Nova Socotia Association, held at N iotaux, in
June, 1850, and complied with the requost of
the nssembled brothren by prouching on the
Lord's day worning, “His sormon.” said
the CAristian Messenger, ' was not only rich
in  soriptural instruction, whether viewed
dootrinally, experimeuntally, or practicall
but, as was remarked by several at its olose,
was characterised by all the forvour and
vigour of conception, foroe of illustragion and
powerful appeals to conseience, which distin.

But thero is a * record on {guished his public ministrations in his earlier

ys." His foebloness, however,
Was #0 great that he was unable to attend the

ness meetings, Josoph Crandal), w
had boen #o often associated with him in the

T-M on » Was prosont at the Assooia-
tion, and repaired to Mr. M's lodgings to
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tako leave of him, It was an affecting in-
terviow. 1 quote again trom the Christian
Messenger :— Mr, Crandall read the chapter
ip which the words of the Apostle oocur—: |
am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at had.' Ho then knelt
down and prayed, and when we arose father

y Manniu% said, * Thank God for that prayer,

and for his servant who offered it.) ¢ Father
randall then took his hand, and in all human

bability for the last time on earth bade
Kim farewell.  Kmotion nearly suppressed
his utterance when he said, * My dear brother,
you have fought a good fight.'  The repl
was charactertstio of the bumility of the aged

bsaint to whom the remark was addressede

‘ Yes, I have fought a good fight, but [ have
fought it badly.' The adjoining rooms were
crowded with ministers and others who wit-
nessod the whole, and we feel assured there

| was not a dry eye among tham.”

During the few months of his life that re.
mained ho was mostly confined to the house,
and his weaknoss constantly increased, About
o tortnight before his death ’ general failure
of power and an almost entird loss of appetito
indioated that the eud was near, Ho was
fully conscious of it, * Since my acquaint.
ance with Mr, Manning,” said Mr. Hunt, in
d lettor to the Christian Messenger, « I never
knew him more resigued and entirely sub-
missive to God. On the 26ih (Deo.) on
going to his bod.wside, he said in bhis own
emphatic way, ‘I think I ani going home,
tmrl teel that I would not lift my finger to
interfere with the purpose of the great God ;

g | but all the days of my appointed ti‘no will 1

wait till my ohange come.’ On' another
oocasion, when asked how he felt in view of
death, he said, * I feel no rapture, but a calm
and firm roliance on the great atonement.’
Agnin, when asked how he now viewed those
great dootrines of the gospel which he had
reached so wany years, he replied, * O 1
ool them in their power and truth, How
limited have been my views of these things !
But they comlort my soul, After lyu:g
quiet for a few moments he exclaimed, *
the infinite greatness and grandeur of God !
What a ground, of support for a poor dying
sinner! * ¥ After the first woek's iliness
his speech vory much failed, He however
could make known his thoughts. They were
those of an entire resignation to the divine
will, o said that ho desired to depart and
to be with Christ, There was no doubt—no
foar—no anxioty—but a quiet waiting for
the appointed time, e greatly enjoyed the
privilege of prayer, and tho emphatic © Awmeir;
Awmen,' d the intensity of his mental
exeroises,” .
Un Lord’s day evening, January 12, 1851,
the spirit was releasod, On the following
Thursday the people gathered in immense
orowds to the funcral, Eight ministers bore
the pall. The sermon was preached, accord.
ing to an agreoment made yoars before, by
the venerable T, 8, Harding, who discoursed
with his accustomed oloquence and unction
from 1 Cor, 15. 57, Funeral sermous were
also preached in many other places by
brethren who bad known and revered the de-
parted servant of God, The whole denomi.
nation mourned the loss, for all had esteemed

him as * & good wan, full of the Holy Ghest
and of faith,”

The resolutions passed b
this occasion claim a record,

KExwcurive Commirrss axo Memuens op
Tk Kbucarion Socimry, at- & meoting held
at  Wollville, Jan, 22, 1851. * Resolved,
That the Exeoutive Committee, Direoctors,
and Frionds of the Nova Scatia Baptist Edu-
cation Sooi:‘t‘y. now assembled, in noticing the
very mark
the Almighty which has removed frow their
head their revered and distinguished Presi-
deut, the late Rev, Edward anning, feel
themsolves called upon to record, in the most

publio bodies on

y |siguificant manner, the high senso which they

bave ever entertained of his many superior
excollencies as & man, a ohristian, and a
christian minister ; but especially, do they
look with extreme satisfaction upon the en-
larged comprehension of his spicitual conoep-
tion, with which from a very early date in
his ministerial oareer he held conjoined with

W [ the exertion of di¢ine agency, and the cultiva.

tion and cousecration of human powers, in

tho kingdom of grace. They behold in the !

rotrospect of his long and elovated course of |
-

and impressive Providence of | zeal, and extending its usefulness.

3 WHOLE SERIES.
Vb XXVIL. ive No. 20.

;._‘»”'I—‘hey
y ot tiie power

. Yy the one great
purpose of his life to seek the souls of men

—of the singularly evangelical character of

usefulness much ‘ivnde;'d" to aémulau
will. think -long and intent]
with which he was called b

his ministrations—of the giant grasp with
which he eonceived and held up to the gaze
of men the mysteries of godliness=—and of
the deep and broad foundations which were
laid by his hand in these provinces for the
perpetuation of a pure and autheritative
ohristian faith, a spiritual and energetio
christian experience. This Society and meet-

y-|ing most seusibly and powertully feel, that in

the withdrawment of his voice and presence
{rom the publig support of the cause of edu-
cation, preceded as it has" been by that of
vearly all his compeers, they -sustain a loss
which to them appears irreparable. When
they think of his noble torm and manly brow
—of the high impress of intelligence and be-
nevolence which was boldly marked in all the
lineaments of his tace—of the massive pathos
which moved in all his action and accents—
when, above every thing else in his character,
tho{) bring back the mem ry of his approac'ies
to Deity in words of prayer, they must in-
deed fecl that his vacant seat is a large and
solemn blank, to which they know not how
1o be reconciled, un'ess by catching the spirit
of his Master— Even so, Father, for so it
seemeth good in thy sight,’"

Waesteny Assocrarion. “The demise of
the late reverend and venerable Kdward Man.
ning during the past year has been an event
of melancholy and painful interest, not only
to the Baptists of this Province, but also to
all who rightly appreciate distinguished piety,
moral worth, intellectual elevation of charao-
ter, and eminent usefulness in the evangeliza-
tion of a new country ; and it devolves upon
us as a duty, in which our strongest affections
are called into aoction, to express the high
estiniation in which we hold his long and
effective labours in our own Province and
elsewhore. The history of his toils, as a
faithful servant of Jesas Christ, is not to be
found in a biographical record of his minis-
torial career: but it is indelibly inseribed
upon the hearts of those composing our de-
nomination. In our memories of the past, it
will long continue to be identified with the by-
gzne prosperity of the Baptists of Nova

otia ; and while we give expression to the
distressing privation which is occasioned by
the mournful fact that he can be o more
with us, we rejoice to know that he has gone
where ¢ they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars for-
ever and ever'

CeNthaL AssoctatioN, * The first session
o¥the Central Association of Baptist Church-
os in Nova Scotia being marked by the ab-
sence from among the ministerial brethren of
one whose life gu. a distinguished page in
the history of the Baptists of Nova Sdotia,
and whose works are igseparably intcrwovea
with their rise and progress :—

“ Resolved, That the following memorial
of christian estecm and respect be entered on
the Minutes of this Association,

‘““ More than half a century has passed
since Kdward .\hnninf. with a few others,
the ancieut worthies of our early churches,
was prominent in the formation of the Nova
Scotia Paptist Association ; and during alt
that peried the forceasting judgment, the.
sound and elevated views of dootrinal truth
jand christian freedom, the ardent and wnwa-
voring piely, which bhad been distinguished
eloments on which the foundations of the
association were laid, were unceasingly exer-
oised in preserving its purity, animating its
The same
sagucity that had aided in the foxmation and
the effeotive and oconsisteut operation of the
Association through the infant and early
sta_es of the denowinational progress,—at a
later period, when the number, 1ntelligenoe,
and influence of the body bad by the blessing
of Geod ‘mtly inoreased, induced him to
ur 0:30 division of the Auociui';‘o;x;i us cal-
oulated to im increased ener power
to the ldninmtion of the tﬁm of the
denowmination,

“He lived to see that change effeoted,
His presence ratified the division of the body,
and to who had entered Jordan almost alone
then beheld three great bands that had come
up from iw'banks, The last acasion of that

)




