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‘Correspondence,
For ‘chn' Christian Heﬁenm.

Autobiogrgi:hioal Sketch.

By Rev. CuAm.is ”TUPPI‘.R, D. D.

CHAPEER IIIL,

CONVERSION, AND ENTRANCE ON THE

MINISTRY.
(No. 2)

Jenovan “ is wonderful in counsel, and ex-
cellent in working,” The tracing of the devel-
opment of “His gracious purpose, whather it be
with reference 1o His people as a body, or in re-
lation to the conversion and salvation of an in-
dividual, i¥ an interesting and profitable exer.
eise. It tends to excite admiration, gratitude,
and praise. In researches and narrations of this
kind the dispensations of Providence, and the
influences of Divine grace, are both to be atten-
tively regarded.

The vacation allowed at the close of the year
was improved by me for the visiting of my re-
latives in Cornwallis, The late piom and zea-
lous Clarke Allen, who was subsequently a
preacher-—a nephew of the celebrated Henry
Allen—then resided in New Canaan, Horton.
Asa sstr of his wife desired to spend a few
days with the family, I conveyed her thither.
Having visited friends in Cornwallis througzh the
week. and intending to réturn to Aylesford on
the Monday following, 1 took my eister \Vcalilif
o Mr. Allen’s on Saturday, which was the last
day of the year 1814,

My friend informed me that there was to be
a pfayer meeting in the neighborhood that even-
ing, which he designed to attend ; and he in-
vited me to take a seat in his sleigh, and accom-
pany him. It was not at all congenial with my
inclinations to aecept his invitation ; but as |
could miake n@reasonable excuse, it scemed to
me inconsistent with the vules of etiquette to
decline it. 1 therefore went with him. It was
s seascn of such religious excitement in that
place as [ bad not been accustomed to witness.
Bome confusiun arose by reason of two peisous
speaking at once. [ coolly inquired in my own
mind, Do not these people read their Bibles ?
Are they not aware that this is contrary to the
directions of Scripture, and that “ God is not
the author of comfusion™? (1 Cor. xiv. 31-83)
(It still appears to me very desicable that such
irregularities should be avoided. They tend to
prevent the imparting and receiving of religious
instruction and warning, and to prejadice the
minds of people against revivals of religion.)
After a livle tune, however, this interruption
tubsided, and several persons spoke with great
earnestness of the necessity and importance o,
experimental and vital piety. While these ex:
ercises were proceeding my wind was led into a
train of very serious reflection. I thoughs with,
in wysell, 1 have noticed some extravagances
among these people. They seem at times to be
transported beyond reason. But am [ acting a
wore reasopable part? 1 acknowledge mysels
t0 be a guiity sinner, under the curse of God's law,
exposed every mowment to death, and to an eter-
nity of woe. Is it not, then, more consistent in
them to be strengly woved with refercnce to
matters of infinite moment, than it s in me to
remain wnmoved while in a state of such immin-
et danger 7 Under a consciousness of wmy sin-
fulness, and the madness of my couwrse, I turned
my face toward the wall, toconceal my emotions,
sad wept profusely.

My exercise did pot appear 1o be noticed by
any of the persons present. When the meeting
closed | wiped away my tears, and, concluding
that it was ouly a temporary movement of the
passions, determined 1o preveat the discovery of
i, if possible. Knowing that my feelings had
been greatly moved on lormer occasions, without
any abidir g effect, and considering that in Ay-
lesford, where 1 was residing, religious meetings
were very rarely held, and the subject of religion
was seldom mentioned, excegting by two or
three aged pilgrims, | deemed my present cir-
cumstances unfavorable to giving atteation to
the subjeet of my soul's salvation ; and concluded
it was expedient o aveid excilement as much as
leould. lndeed, the thought of being an apos-
lat¢, or anything of that kind, was always abhor-
rent to wmy mind, It seemed to me, that if )

were going to be a Minister in reality, 1 would
Rot at all regaid the reproach or contempt that

wight be cast upon me. But as there
searcely a gleam of hope

that this would be the

case, | thought that any discovery of concern in
e about my spivitual welfare, would only ex.

ference to my everlasinz welfare, ‘and endeav-
ored in secrec to pray for mercy ; but deliber-
ately resolved to conceal my emotions from every
person.

A serious obstacle, however, in the way of
carrying out this resolution, presented itself. On
the next day, which would be the Sabbath, there
was to be a prayer meeting at New Minas ; and
I had engaged to take my sister Wealthy <o it.
From the fear that my feelings would be so
strongly excited as to put it out of my power to
keep them concealed,l would gladly have avoided
attendance there, if I could have consistently
dene o, But my sister, who had been decidedly
pious for a number of years, and who greatly
delighted in attending religious meetings, would
have been exceedingly disappointed and grieved,
if I had nct fulfilled my engagement to convey
her to this place of worship. Thus the same
remarkable I'rovidence which led me to the
place at that peculiar time of an ¢xtensive and
power ul revival, so hedged up the way as to
render my attendance at the meeting on the
approaching Lord’s day morally unavoilable.
I had too much of principle and honor to make
a pretence of sickness, or to attempt the offer-
ing of any frivolous excuse. I determined,
therefore, to go without any intimation of re-
luctance ; but to guard meost sedulously against
excitement. It was, moreover, my fixed pur-
pose, that how much soever my feelings might be
moved, all serious emotions should be strictly
concealed from all around me. Such, howevery
‘was the perturbation of my mind, that with all
‘my stoical resolution 1 passed an anxious and
disquieted night. A contemplation of thé pro-
bable scenes of the morrow filled me with per-
plexity and alarm. The withstanding of Divine
impressions wight seal my doom for ever. And
yet the idea of being thought to be religiously
exercised. and turning presently again 10 the
ways of tolly, and so being held in disesteem by
both saint and sinner, and consequently despised
and wretched here, as well as miserable here-
alter, seemed to me inuolcrablg.

For the Christian Mess nger.

Letter from Burmah.
My Dear Messenger,—

Below | send you a Journal of a recent mis.
sionary tour, which may be interesting to some
of your readers,
: Youre faithfully,
Antanur R R, CrawrLey.

JOURNAL,

June 1st.—Personal sickness, and sickness in
their families having scattered my Native
Preachers’ Class—and the river not yet having
risen eulliciently to adwit of boit-travelling in
the creeks of this district, 1 resolved to visit
Pantanaw and Bassein. From the lormer place
Moung Paw Oo, the Native Preacher, has re-
peatedly written me that there are many inquir-
ers, My visits to Bassein have usually been
made several wonths later than this—at a time
when the people generally are about in their
rice ficlds. By going now | hope o arrive be-
tore the ground is sufficienly soft to admit of
plowing, and consequently when the people are
comparatively disengaged.
June 5th.—Just as wmy arrangements for leav-
ing are all completed, and I am expecting 1o set
out oun the merrow, a Clristian fawily from a
distaut village came in and requested we to defer
going until after Bunday. They have come ex.
presely that their daughter may be examined,
and, il approved, received for baptism. They
are o urgent thas there is no refusing.
June Gth.—The Church met to day., Exam-
ined Ma Mya, the applicant above referved to.
Received unanimously. Bhe is an interestii g
girl of sixteen. Three years ago the small pox
deprived her of sight. In this tcrrible calamity
God has vemembered her in mercy, ahd opened
the eyes of her wind. Unable to employ her-
sell in any way, preveated by an affliction from
woving, even unassisted, she lightens the hours
by singing and prayer.

June Tth —This marning, at 6} o'clock, bap-
tized Ma Mya in the Irrawaddi. At that early
hour there were nol many spectators—not more,
perbaps, than one bhundred. They appeared w0
listen thoughtfully to my explanation of what
we were doing, and to a personal appeal to for-
sake their idols, aud come, 1o the euly Savior.

June 9th.—Left Henthada at 11, A M., yes
tepday, aod reached Donabew abogt breskfas
time this worning.  This town continues still ap-

pose me to ridicule, and would be detriczental t

disquictude of mind, and great anxiety with re-

pavently unmoved and hardened.

| that Ko Choke might meet with more encourage-
the eause of vital religion. 1 felt, iudeed, much | ment in & new place, 1 designed remoying him

THI 'C'llRIS'T:lAN' MESSENGER.

But Ko Choke had not at alla mind for the
change—preferred indeed entering some secular
employment. To 1his, of course, as is invaria.
bly my rule, I made no objections—other than
simply to remind him how few assistants there
are. He was supported by the Truro church.
In the dry season, Moung Yan Gin, now at
Taing-daw, will probably come to this place.

June 10th.—Pantanaw. lHave my quarters in
a comfortable zayat, and, for immediate neigh-
bors, Pagodas, Kyoungs, idols, sacred flag-staffs,
zayats, and brick and mortar images of the lion,
according to the Burman idea of the Lord of
the forest—allin great pr'ot'uzion. Found Mourg
Paw Oo, and arranged that “he should let all
those who appear at all favorably inclined

know that 1 had come, and would be glad to see
him,

June 11th,—Disappointed. Only a very few
have come to the zayat. 1 expected multitudes.
Oné man, however, Moung Youk, professed his
entire belief in Christh}:\i!y. This is something,
but he shows no clear evidence of a sense of sin,

cally. A number of Phongyees (Priests), also
can e in, but all showed a cavilling spirit.

June 12th.—8Spem the day in the town, going
from house tg house. Received a respectful
hearing, and that is all. No eviderce that God
has breathed upon these bones, very many and
very dry. There are indeed several cases of
persons who confess that Christianity answers
the demands of reason ; i. e. persons a'most nom-
inal Christians.  And it was 10 these, obviously,
that Moung Paw Oo referred where he spoke of
their being inquirers. Where obstinate inere-
dulity, perverse refusal to weigh evidence, and
a little malignant hosti'ity to Christianity ave the
rule, if one or two instances of eandor, though

aesistant, nop unnaturally, puts them down as
inquirers.  Still, Moung Paw Oo is a preacher
of more than ordinary ability, and | can see evi-
dence that his persistent presentation of the
gospel will not be in vain,

To day the magistrate of the place called upon
me, and invited me to rtop at his howses 1 ex-

Cused myself, explaining to him that my object

was to see the people, and to stay at his house
would be just the way to defeat that end. The
wfluence of the Civil Officers of Government
is, of course, very great, for good or evil, among
a people observing, suspicious, and place-hunt-
ing, as the Burmans are.  And that influence is,
[ grieve to say, in a great majority of cares, evil
only. The magistrate, here, for instance, a Ro-
man Catholic, keeps a harem of native women,
and his whole Lifs goes to confirm the Burman
in their unbelief. Ilis predecessor, however,
was a truly Christian man, with a family, ‘and
the good influence he has left behind Liw is still
visible,

June 18tk —Part of the day spent in town-—
part in receiving visitors at the zayat, Oa in-
vilation from a priest went to his Kyoung and
had a long talk with him. He is a Karea of the
Talaing tribe¢, and his brother, he told me, is
pastor uf & church, a short distance from Panta-
naw—Chbristian and Boudhist—two brothers re-
presenting the very antipodes of religious belief !
Baid he often went 10 see his brother and had
long controversies with him, and got tracts from
him. Confessed that his wind was not by any
means wade up, that in fact he did wot know
which was true, Chr stianity or Beodhism. The
comiort, and even dignity, of his circums ances

Asufliciently explained why, in such a state of

wind, he still contivued a Phongyee. H eis
clearly a wamn inintelleet much aboeve the crowd,
whose various offerings—sone ol cousiderable
value—he condescends 10 receive, Beeing he
had a large book-case, filled with Burman palim-
leal bocks—and as he had been profuse in his
assurances of greal love for me, I gently intima-
ted my wish to precure, gradually, a complete
copy of the Bedagat. But he avaded my hints.
He is probably laying up woney with the inten-
tion of leaving the wonastery, and entering the
lay ranks agaic—and as they are constantly in
the habit of seliing their books, of course their
beoks are money to thew.

June i4th —Bunday. A good many in at dif.
ferent times, though but few at the tormal
preaching service.

15¢h and 16/h.  On the way to Bassein. The
whole of this part of the country is reticulated
with l.lu“uu. into which the side ascends,
torming eross-cuts from one part of the
tartuous muin stream to another. While passing
through one of these channels the tide lafs usin
& Wwonotonous part of the jungle, for several
hours when the water appeared again as abrupt-
ly a8 it had lefs ve. ,

1 7R, —Owing (o the great complexity of the

and stationing some other assistant at Donabew.

water reticulation mentioned yesterday, Jthe

and personal need of a Savior—except theoreti-

only the candor of indificrence, are foand, the

5) i

traveller without a guide can only escape losing
 bis way by sheer chance, inquire mcst diligently
' though he may at every house he sees on the
'bank. My boatmen regaled each other with as.
, sofiations and reminiscemces congenial to the
character of the country through which we were
’}passing.; for instance, of a priest and two boys
| who set out for a village a short distance from
| the monastery in a small boat. They soon lost
' their way and wandered about in these never
'ending water courses, until, worn out with bun. ’
ger and fatigue they laidedown in the boat and
died—and many a year after their skelctons
were found together in the boat. Taking very
particular care we hoped not to lose our way,
but did so, nevertheles, three times. The whole
of one long Mht we rowed and rowed through
a creck where gloom and silence seemed to reign
' alone, save when some night bird’s harsh note
was heard, for a moment, from the bosom of the
dense jungle, making the silence seem tenfold
more oppressive. When morning broke on this
solitude we felt that we must have gone wrongs
and began to retrace our weary way. At last
-we discovered a solitary cabin neéar the edge of
the water, and learned from the inmates that we
had spent 1he past night industriously geing away
from Dassein! Arrived aguf;l at the poins
whence we bad wandered, found a boat going to
Bassein, followed this boat as the surest way of
not straying again. Got separated, however, in
the darkness, and spent another six hours or so,
in one of the innumerable creeks, which was not
the one ti at led to our destination. After one
more mis'ake we at last got fairly into the broad
I3 issein river, where there was no more danger
of losing our way.

18th —lo accordance with my plan to visis
first the out-stations, where Christians are, and
reserve the tour for the last, remained in Bassein
only long enough to replenish larder, and left
tor P"adoukbiu.

200h.—Fadoukbiu. A good assistant, Moung
Ap, stationed here.  The chyrch consists of eighs

members, four of whom werd bapiised on my
last visit here.

21st.—Sunday. Inthe morning preached from
Heb, x. 8. After service, examined a young
girl, sister-in-law of Moung Ap, for baptism.
[ler answers being satisfactory to the chureh,
she was received and baptised in the stream
flowing in front of the assistants’ ho se.

22nd.— Hearing there were two applicants for
baptism at a small village below, dropped down
the stream after breakfast. Much pleased with
the two men who intended, as we supposed, to
come forward for baptism. They seemed truly
sincere, and had they applied, not one of us but
would have cordially reccived them. They are
still very timid, however, and the attitude to-
wards them of their famiied 1# so hostile, that
‘hey confessed themselves still unable to profess,
boldly before men, the Savior in whom they
trust.

23rd and 28th.— Bassein. The church here is
one which commenced its history with very
marked evidences of Divine favor. The first
wembers were persons who were converted un-
der circumstances which afforded the missionar)
peculiar satislaction. The church is composed
of Barmans prineipally, a few Chinese, and some
natives of India. When Bro. Douglas returned
to America the Church was steadily increasing.
But the continued absence of the missionary has
begun to tell sadly, and | found several cases of
partial declension, calling for discipline. Bro -
Douglass is expected to arrive about the begir
ning of 1864. Spent my time in endeavoring to
encourage the brethren,—admonishing them ‘ol
the danger of reposing too much in man, and
orgetiing the source wheunce alone the Chiristian
can derive the strength needed by the way.

Monday 20th, left Bassein on my return to
Henthada.,  After a tedious journey of six days
against a rapid stream, reachgd home Jaly 4tb,
most thaukful te find all well, after an abscuce
of 27 days.

« For the Christian Messcnger.

Victfria Beach, Annapolis Co.

Dean Eviton,

A Tea Meeting was held at Victoria Beach,
one of the preaching siations of the Baptist
Church in Lower Granville, on Wednesday last,
a lew particulars in reference o which may
interest your readers. :

The object was to raise funds to complete
“ Vigtoria Hall,” This building was commenced
more \han a year ago, and through the hiberality
and perscverauce of (riends of the cause is now
in & forward state, Hepetofore there was no
suitable place for public worship or for impart
ing inrtruction to the young—hence the presen

movement.
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