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The Relation of the Church to the
+ . _ Sabbath School.

BY REV. JOSEPH H. SAUNDERS,

In attempting to define this relation, we
shall perhaps best succeed by considering con-
secutively the design or mission of both these
imstitutions. By the term church we mean a
visible society of christians organized alter
the New Testament model. The object con-
templated in its orgdbization appears to be
twofold :—1st The spiritual improvem<nt of
believers, and 2o0d the enlugement of Christ’s
kingdom upon the earth. Or perhaps the the
whole may be incladed in the one object :—
The enlargement of Christ's kingdom in
the hearts ol his people and in the werld.
These objects in their success or failure are

aod grows it will cast its shadow and afford
an ASylam. The leaven in the g while ;:
affects surroundi rticles gat to itse
force and stro n‘;P:or douql: cease its work
till the whole mass is leavencd, The success
of the church abroad depends upou her vitali-
ty at home, and her strength at home depends,
as & .mecans, upon her exertions for enlar
ment. This is her commission ;—Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father,and of the Son, and of
oly Ghost, teaching them to otserve all
‘things whatsover I have commanded you,” to
‘this was added, * begioning at Jerusalem.”
*" I the History ot the Apostolic Churches
we see how this work was done. The church
at Jerusalem appears to have had plain indi-
eations by the Heoly Ghost on this point ; and
in obedience thereto, as plainly to have indi-

eated to the world that this was her wark,
She waited on her Lord and gathered strength.
She then plied that strength sucecssfull
against the powers of darkness. She ! .
«and the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.” When the church
at Autioch had enjoyed a precious revival,
“the Holy Ghost said separated me Barnabas
aad Saul for the work whereunto I have called
them. Aod when they had fusted and prayed
snd laid their hands upon them, theq sent
them away" to the regions beyond with the
message of life and salvation. These two
instances may serve as practieal illustrations
of the churches’ work, By the one we are
taught how to operate at'home, by the other
respecling foreign operations.

Christ evidently intended his churches to
be missionary organizations. He first gave
the command to preach the soopol to every
ereature to individuals, and laid the obligation
to perform it on individual eonsciences. Then
by gathering them into associations be clcarl
expressed his will that they should affection-
ately co-operate in the execution of his com-
mand. By acting in concert they could act
with greater cfficiency ; as the swall streams
ot the mountain hest succeed in finding their
way fo the sea by uniting and forming the
river,

The church has a spiritual kingdom to ex-
tend, and she can only accomplish this by
spritual means.  * The weapons of our ware-
fare are not carmal.” All people are to be
taught, and gathered in as they are taught—
eouvinced and persuaded. She is *‘the salt
of the carth” and as such it is necessary for
her 10 come in direct comtact with the sinful
everywhere, that she may save them from
putrefaction. It is for her, then, by the best
wmcans at her command, to do what she can
for the salvation of a lost world, by extend-
ing her Saviour's reign. Her field is the
:orld, apd lher work is not dove, till the

ingdoms of this world become the kingdoms
of gﬂr IJ:O and of his Christ, She ﬁl to
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province to supersede parental responsibilities,
she is bound to supply the needed spiritual
good to the children of the unregenerate, as
well as to assist christian parents to do, what
they singly caonot do, for the salvation of
their chiliren,

For thi:esrnt work the church is pre-emi-
nently fitted. Her eapabilities are seen, in
the qualifications of her members; as they
are described in the New Testament, Accord-
ing to its teachings, no hereditary claims
whatever, no pesscssions the world can confer,
be they what they may, no work of man, no
ceremonies which he can perform can fit us
for membership in the church ot Christ. It
is a spiritual Kingdom, and applicants for
membership must be spiritually qualified, be-
fore they can be admitted. A change wreught
in the soul by the indwelling of the Holy
Ghost alone prepares us, . “ Except a man be
born again,he cannot see the kingdom ol God.”
This birth involves an entirg change in our
moral affections. By it assimilated
to the Saviour. We love what he loves—we
hate what is offensive to him. Our highest
ambition is to imitate him, and our utmost
desire is to please him, and to be like him.

All this we must experience, before we can
enjoy the privileges or perform the duties of
Christ's church, Possessing these we are pre-
pared, and il [ am not mistaken, we are com-

go- | pelled to go forth in the great work subduing

the world to Christ. Christ dwells in our
hearts by faith, a soul within a soul, inciting
us to copy the example he set us, when he was
manifested in the flesh,

It these are thé qualifications of every
member individoally, the whole church must
be as well qualified.

The church-structure is well adapted as a
means to the end contemplated. Composed
as it is of a converted membership—inde-
pendent in its action, and democratic (we
use this term in a restricted sinsé) in its
form of Government, the wachinery is at
once simple and complete, well fitted to
perform the work assi her. In her
working nothing is complicated or bewilder-
ing : o1l is plain and intelligible because of its
simplicity,  The most illiterate as well as
the most learned of her members may upder-
stand, participate in, and enjoy her doings.
With a membership rightly disposed, and
prompted by one spirit, mutual and free in
their endeavours, all cqually responsible. the
church becomes exceedingly efficient. Hav-
ing their senses exercised to discern good and
evil, they will naturally look for evangelical
truth in those whom they choose to be their
instructors, Having lelt the power of religion
themselves, they know something of its value
and preciousness, They are eoncerned for it
as the life of religion : and an obligation rests
on them to de all they can for their mutual
edification, They teach and admonish one

y | another—they exhort one another daily, while

it is called to-day lest any should be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin, They ¢n-
gider one another and provoke to love and
works, Thus the kingdom of God is enlarged
within them,

The most sacred duties of the church are
incumbent oun its members individually; and
and this individual responsibility has a power,
a tendency to promote holincss in the mem-
bers, This individual respousibility to glorily
Christ, is not merged into that of the church ;
but each member is a part of the church aud
to him belongs the obligation of honoring the
divino Master.

Maiotaining these doctrines and pursuing | object of every church to cultivate all the
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Moreover in contending with the powers of | school rgom properly fitted up is the most de-
darkness, whether acting on the defensive or | sirable for many reasons.
-’:ve. the church affords her membersan | Secondly, to provide and appoint suilable
excellent opportunity of practically testing|officers. The success of any organization
the great truths of the gospel ; and thus mate- | must depend largely upon the ability of its
rially inereasing their knowledge of thew, und | officers. The sabbath school is not an exce
their own spiritual strength, “ If any man|tion. Not every good man or woman is
will do his will, he shall know of the doc- | qualified for an office in the sabbath sshool,
trine” said the Saviour, The church supplies | The successtul teacher will leave the impress
the opportunity to do, and hence the promised | of his own sentiments upon his class. The
attainments—they are more than conquerors. | successful superintendent will so impress the
The mission of the church is clearly seen | whole schoo'. The scholars will largely pare
in her aduptedness to the work. It is also|take of their views, be they what they may.
very apparent that she possesses capabilities| Harmeny in the operations of all the agen-
for that work, which no other organization can | cies of the church should: be carefully pre-
command, served. The teachings of our sabbath schools
The Mission of the Sabbath School next |should not contradiot the teachings of our pul-
olaims our attention. And whatis it? It|pits, They ought rather to clearly, and trath-

is not simply a literary society. Its object is | tully illustrate and enforce them. Is the sab-

not simply the increase of religious knowledge, | bath school a nursery of the church? Here
nor merely to impart a koowledge of the|then is the scion engrafted which will give the
scriptures. It is not an institution iato |quality of the tuture fruit. How much pru-
which the yoang may be rathered on the sab- genoo and wisdom should be exercised in their
bath for the purpose of being eatertained oc|sclection—such prudence and wisdom ot which
amused, so that parents may send their chil-|the chureh is the appointed depository.
dren there to keep them from idleness and| Third, To provide switable books. What
mischief. But while it is well calculate to do | tools are to the mechanic and his apprentices,
all this, its primary object must be the salva- | books are to the sabbath school teacher and
tion of immortal souls—the conversion of the | his scholars. In our Libraries should be
young, whose interests we especially seck to | found books to aid the teachers, as well as to
promote by bringing them to the feet of the | amuse and instruct the scholars,
Saviour. “In the prosecution of her mission the sabe
If this is not the object of the sabbath | bath school ean only succesd by the use of the
school, the church, as such, can properly sus-|heaven-appointed means—the Truth and the
tain ne relation to it,  And if this is its mis. | Spirie. It is hers to diffuse the one, and look
sion, where are to be found the necessary |to God for the other, she cannot in confidence
means and motives for promoting it, but in |do the one if she is remiss in the other, In
the church? It may be asked by sowe, if | our sabbath schools thorough instructions in all
good intellectual and moral young people, as- | the doctrines of the gospel should be aimed
sisted by good christian people outside the|at. Our churchesare receiving most of their
church, caunot do this work in the sasbath | accessions from her classes. ow im
school. Qar reply is that mere intellectual | then is it that the training of our schools be
and wmgral people are not@ompetent this | of such & character as shall fit its members to

work.” For ochristians to be thus en , | enter upon the duties of church membership
they step aside from the heaven-appoioted |understandingly ; that they becoms mems

plan, While it is the right and duty of in- | bers of our churches, not by tradition, prejus
dividual disciples to labor for the couversion | dice, or policy, but because they have beem
of others, it is as clearly their right and duty | taught by the word of God so to do. That
to be members of the church, and as such, |they be able to “give to every man that
and under the sanction of the church, to do|asketh them; a reason of the hope that im
this very work. them with meekness and fear.,” That our

Vatious Sceicties or agencies uvder the eon- | young members in the Sabbath School receive
trol of the ehurch, are resorted to, not bedause | the sinvere milk of the word that they way
suppose we the bible directly provides for |grow thereby, All this the best of our
them ; but because their organization under|teachers eannot accomplish without pro
these circumstances is no infringment of the | books. Let the churches see to it that (hese
Saviour's laws, and they are found to besuccess- | are forthcoming.
ful methods of performing the churches’ work.| Fourth, To pray for the Sabbath School.
Lf however, such societies are esteemed above | Christian effort and prayer are so intiwmately
the church, and are in their actions indepen- | connected that we cannot separate thew. la
dent of it, they will hinder rather than ad-|order then that the church lubor eficiently by
vance the divine glory. Kvery effort of the|the Sabbath School, she must make it the
christian in his spiritual warlare must be|subject ot her prayers. And in order that
stiotly couformed to the Master’s direotions; | her prayers be prevalent, she must do what
io order to be successful. she can for its success. * If ye abide in me

“It is the right and duty of the church |and wmy words ahide in you, ye shall ask what
alone to extend the reign of Christ.” ye will und i shall be done uato you.”

On this subject Dr. Wayland very justly| In our Conventions the question is oftea
remarks :—(seo ** Principles and Practices of | asked, How shall we make our sabbath schools
the Baptists” page 252.) * The church itself | more efficient and interesting? Have we not
should earnestly inquire for places in the city |here an answer? Let our churches have
where the destitution is the sorest, and where | clear views of their relation to the sabbath

those are to be found in the greatest numbers, | school, and let them beartily acocpt the du-
' who, in their howoly garb, would be ashamed | ties in connection therewith. Let them take
'to appear in the temples commonly erected | enlarged views of the work, and in the proper
;for the worship of Jesus of Nazareth, These | way seek divive influence thereon, Let us be
 places the church should supply with sabbath | bumble in view of the mightiness of this
 schoo!s and religious services, not by employ- | work, and our own weakness. Let us know
ing here and there a city missionary, but trom |that all plans, however wiscly wmatured and

its own members. It should be the primary | nobly executed, must ever fail, in this work,
withcut the approving swile of heaven ; that

these practices, the church draws largely on ' talent for this service which it possesses, and | in order that the foolish understand, the deat
the affections of her Lord. T her pertaius|employ it _systematically in the work of [bear, the blind see and the dead live, God

the promises of enlargement and complete  evangelization.”
suecess, Kudowed with wisdom from on high,

must speak in his omnipotenece,

The sabbath school then is just an agency| lostead of the church attempting to trams-

and able to judge by a spiritual rerceplion of | of the church—this is the true relation, Out | fer her work to cther hards, let her prayer.
y

spiritua! things ; she alone is ful

oompotent

| of this relation important duties arise, to some | fully and promptly take the position assigned

to take coguizance of doctrinal matters, She ot these we may be allowed to refer, as we her. Instead of one-tenth of our mem

knows well the danger of error in faith, con-

do with every nation, with every community,
with every household, with every individual
both old and young in her locality, or within
the reach of {or influence. * The fathers to
the ‘children shall make known thy truth,”
“ an injuoction of hely writ that the

pected as it always is with error in practice;
and hence she values every means by which
her members may attain greater purity and
steadfastness. and is thus well adapted to
serve and defend the truth, and solicitous to
diffuse it, that others wa be breught under
Oburch of Christ may very appropriately|ita benign influence. Holding fast it is best
st upon, She cam we!l serve her Lord, u‘ prepared to hold fortk the word of life,—at
‘illpm Satan, by iastilling ioto young|once the pillar to uphold, and the lamp to dif-
hearts the leaven of the Gos

fads the most ¢

Here she|fuse the truth as it is in Jesus, The charch
pial soil in which to de-|is a centre whence the tidings of salvation

posit the soeds of & While it is not her!are to sound forth in every direction,

' conclude these remarks. ship being found in sabbath schools, as the

The sabbath school should hold itself ame- | last Returns shew, let & much larger propoe-
nable to the church in all its acts, The duty [tion be found there. Instead ol coming wp
|ot the church is, first: To provide suwitable | to: a few weeks or months in the year, lot us

pre- | accommodations for the sabbath school. This|come up year after year, mor think ol sus-

with us is usually found in our Meeting houses. | pending our efforts till our Saviour calls we
Difficulties may arise and some inconvencies | from earth, till all the benighted of our raee

these had far better bo endured than for a|the Light and rejeice together.
church in this day to forgo the sabbath school.| Praying thus and labe

our chureh life

cheerfully make the little sacrifice thus called blessed with a more numerous and healthy
for, Bat, where a church can afford is, » | membership, and they will stand forth | rom.

be experienced by this practice, but we think |in the light of. the glorious gos.el shall aee.

And if she be in earaest in her work she will | will be more fully dovolo::’.' Our charehes.




