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“‘the ordinance of cirsumeision ; the epirit that
purity of heart which the “ordinanee of cir-|aprung, is springing, and s likely still to

_endeavour to draw from them a somewhat
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Letter.”

BY THE REV, M, STOWELL BROWN,

There are three passages in which St. Paul
draws a broad distinotion betweon the spirit
and the letter (Rom, ii, 29 ; vii, 6; 2 Cor,
iii. 6). In the first ot theso the letter means

secoud tha letter meaus rigid confofmity with
the literal requirements of the law ; the
spirity the habit of worshipping God in spirit
and in truth, Lo the thivd the letter means
the law ; the spirit, tho Gospel,

[t is not our intention to enter further into
the investigation of these texts, bat we shall

cumeision was designed to ?ymbolitg In the

comprehcusive principle, and to show how
important that principle is. ,

In much of our ordinary specech these
terms, letter and spirit, are employed, and we
recognise a strong distinotion between them.
We speak of the letter and of thespirit of a
law ; and, without this distinetion, the swm
wem jies is, in many instances, certain to
prove the summa injuria, In all ironical
speech it is, of course, most casential to dis-
tinguish between the letter and the spirit ; for,
without this distinetion, the irony is ot irony,
but plain watrath. So with all hyperbolical
«peech : if the distinetion between the lettor
and the spirit be not observed, the hyperbole
is siwply a lie. This distinction, therefore, i
one with which we are all practically con-
versant,. To whowm gre we indebted for it?
S0 far as it is expressed in these particular
terms we seens to owe it to St, Paul, Stanley,
commenting on 2 Cor, iil, 6, says, ** We now
froquently  contrast *the “letter-and * the
apirit;' yet it is this very passage which has
made that contrast familiar to us.” Why, in
any case, the letter should be one thing and
the spirit another, the Statement one thing, its
meaning avother, we caurot stay to inquire.
The d flcrence may arise, in part, from those
imperfections which scem inseparable from ull
buman speech, ®Wothing is more common
than the maxim, * Say what you mean ;" but,
in many cases, nothing is more difficult than
to *say what you mean,” exactly”what you
meangghat, and neither more, nor less, nor
otiber ; and ofren, when we have honestly
done our best to say what we mean, the ety-
mologist, pulling-our words up by the roats,
shows: us that we have sail something very
d'flerent from what"we meant, But as we
know that all sensible people reccguise the
distinction betweon the letter and the spivit,
we feel that we need not be so very exact;
we feel that, slthough in irony and in hyﬁor-
bole we may say a thousand things which in
the letter are utterly false, there is no fear
of our belng wisunderstood Qur veracity
will not be called in question because we
term some bloekhead a wiscacre [wise-sayer],
or becuuse we say, concerning some popular
preacher, that wll the world is running after
bim,

Obviously, then, this distinction between lct.
ter and spirit is very comwonly observed, and
wust be very coawonly observed; otheiwise,
however carefully we weigh and measure our
words, we shall give und receive a thousand
talse, absurd, and mischievous impressions.
Much and very much ot what we say to others,
wuch and very much of what others ®ay to
us, must be taken * in the epirit, aud ot in
the letter.” The ohjeet of this paper is to
show the importance of observing this distine
tion in handling Soripture. The fact that
Seriptareis the word of God does not by any
weans guarautee a pertect conformity ot letter
with spirit; for, though it be the word gf
God, it is written in the lunguage of
aud the langus e of wen is wo safe medium
of thougs, exoepting with this distiction
‘between the letter and the spirit. Lf we take

word slways in the letter, wo shall

mau's J
:?u be misled ; and if we take God's word

ways in the lowter, o similar result will
cosue, It is muoh to be able to say, with

it is written” is not always enovgh, Thas it |
iy written, ¢ Yo steain ot a goat, and swallow | cournged them to live and die in sin, sustained
""" ~~x |a camel ;" thus it is written, “ The poiron of

asps is under their lips ;™ thus it is written, | are born sgain, and that, having partuken ol ',
“ Yo are the salt of the carth ;" and thus it

“In the Bpi!’it, and not in the is 80 written in @ thousoud passages, as to|eertain salvation, Our readers do not ncml‘nwuy."
necessitate the observance of this distinetion,
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equelly suporstitious hopes ; how it haWen- | the spirit und the letter, that it mu{ olten be

: our duty to transgross this in ordor to our
by the relief that, having bocn baptised, they oboying that, For example, the letier is,

| Give to himm that asketh, theo; and from
the: Lord’s Sapper, they are inn slate of | him thut would borrow of thee turn not thou

. | But in many.iastances wo should
to be informed eoncerning the spirit of tho luet not only imprudently but cruelly it we
 In the spirit, and not in the letter,” [u|passages just quoted, but it will be seon that | were oither to give or to lond, 'l'ty» ﬁmny

fact, 86 much of the Seripture is metaphorical, | volumes might be written on the misohief | persons wo ovinco the groatest kindness b
that it scoms porfectly correct to say that there | which has resulted from neglecting to apply | resolutely refusing to do either the ono or the
is probably no other book in which it is of so | to these ordinances the great waxim, * L the other, {Vhon Christ gives us these precopts
much importance to distingush between the | spirit, and not in the letter,” the spirit of his words is obviously this: be
spirit and the letter, When we look at somo of our Raviour's | us kind to thy neighbour as thou cunst, But
It is not difficult to show that from the|preeepts, at some of the very noblest of bis | every oue Kknows that, often, the groatest
neglect ot this distinotion much error has|precopts, we find that to accent them and uct'kin«:ncau is to deolino eomplianeo with the
upon then in the letter would be a course|ncedy mau's request, Thus, in order to our

spring.  Let us notice a few of those cases | productiva ol wost undesitable resuits, For{nhmg\‘mg the é:»irh. Wa may have to trans
in which, through taking the letter rathor |example, * It any mun come to we, and hate [ gross the letter,  Although our Saviour, in
than the spirit, men huvo‘{;ccn misled to thele [ not his father, and mother, and wile, and | culoating humility, says, rcforring to his pwa
hurt. - The Jewish people furnish many illuss | brethren, and sisters, hie -oannot bo my dise | example, * Yo ought also to wash ono anoth.
trations of this serious and most injurious |eiple.” The letter of this statement would | er's foet,” it would, perhaps, be d.ffoult for
mistake, Thus, standing by the letter ol | destroy every one of those natural nll‘.~otiunnn‘px~iclo"‘tn find o highor gratifioation than- a
their Boriptures, the J cws regarded themselves | the preservation of whiehin all their purity | litoral compliance with this injunction would
as the children of Abraham, and thought-that {and strength, wo know to be one ol the wiford ; for pride is never so proud as when
the plea, * We have Abrahem to our father,” | highest Chrisvian duties, ** Whosoover he 'showing how very humble it can be, - In like
would save them -from the wrath o come.|bu of you that forsaketh not all that he bath, | manner, there ure some men who, it the
Now just.observe how clearly and beautitully |cannot be my disciple.” Here the letter is ' took the lowest place at a feast, might well
Paul sets forth tho spirit of Abrahamic|destructive ot all secular comfort : it is dead | bo suspooted of having done w0 simply in
descent as contrasted with tha letter: * Know |against the acquisition and’ posscesion ol ub) "order that their pride might be geatified by
ye not that they which ate of faith, tho same | kind of worldly' property. 4 nd multitudes | hearing the host say, * Meiend, come wup
are the childeen of Abraham;” « If ye be|have acted upon the letter of these |tuh'm0nu--‘hi her,

’
Christ’s, then are yo Abraham's sced, and | have notonly forsaken their kindred, but wiro t is woll worthy of notice that, in many

heirs according to the promise.” If the Jew|takén upon them vows ol poverty, and shut | instances, ono pussage of Soripture shows us
had seen the spirit of this relationship, ho |themselves up in monasteries and nunueries, | tho spirit in contradistinotion rom the letter
would have learned that physical descent from | thinking thus to eomply wiily Cheist’s will, | of unother. There are passages, indeed,
the gredt patriarch was nothing ; that, though | The spirit of such words i8 plainly this, that 'which are mutual oheoks upon the abuse ol
Abraham was, according to the letter, the | Christ should be the supremo object of our the letter of each, Thuy, compare those ¢’
father of the Jews, secording to the spirit he!love, and that wo should not suffer oither * Lot not thy left hand know what thy right
was the father of the faithful. 'The spirit|natural ties or secular pursuits to stand in the | huud doeth ;" * Let your light so shinc belore
would have led the Jew to tho fuith that|way of our faitbfully and lovingly serving men, that they may s your good works, and
saves; the letter led him to the presumption | him, So aguein ¢ ** Lubour not lor tho mont | glorily your Father which is in heaven,”
and the folly which destroy. that perisheth ;" * Take no thought for the | Hero the spirit of the latter comwand choeks

(onsider the manner in which the Jews | morrow.” Here tho letter would destroy all| that extrowe seoreoy which tho letter ot the
anderstood the prophecies concerning Obrist, | industry ond enterprise, and reduco us to|former enjoins, and which would withhold
They did not regognise their highly metapt or- | sheer beggary ; but tho spirit of such injunc | from the world the benelit of bountitul
ieal charactor, Blinded by worldliness of | tlony is obv ously this, that wo are not to  man's example; and the spirit of the lormer
soul, charmed with the pictures of matctial| allow our hearts to be engrofsed by wvrl«l!y;oummmd checks that ostentutiousness whioh
plenty, power, and spleadour under which | things, and that we are not to distrust the|the letter of the latter might encourage. If
Christ and his kingdom were set forth, they | providential care of God. The letter cucours | trom the letter of tho precept, ** Frecly yo
olung to the letier ; and the conseqfence wus uges imprudence, idlencss, recklessnoss : tho | have received ; frecly give,” any one inters

that when Christ came they would not ac- | spirit, on the contrlr{. encournges & higher that u paid wministry is unseriptual, lot him

knowledge him ; he was not at all such a one|regard for things spivitual than for things remember that Ile who imposed that restraint

as their literal views of prophecy had led ! temporal, and n fecling of wrong and une | upon the cupidity of Christian ministers also
them to expect. [Had they diligently studied | wavering confidence in God, Our Saviour | imposed thia restraint upon the shabbiness of
the spirit of thosoxrcdiutiouu. had they given |hus given us precepts intended to oheok and | Christian people : *Tho labourer is woﬂh{
to every soeno and circumstance in the pro-okuet) under control the passion of resentment t|of his hire,” * All that the Fathor givet
phecy that mobler meoning which their wo. | Whosoever shall smite theo on thy ri‘fht' me shall come to me; and him that cometh
quaintanee with figurative lunguage ought to | cheek, turn to him the other also;" * A it to me L will in vowise cast out.” Tae ex.
have suggested, then, when Jesus appearcd, any man will suo thee ut the law, and take | trome Qulvinist flnds his views conlipmed by
they would scarcely have failed of purcciving"mvuy thy coat, let him have thy cloak alxo,”)|the former ol these olauses : the extreme
that, so far from being unlike the promised | These preccxtn. acted upon in the lotter,| Arminian derives equal coo‘m\uon of his
Christ, he was precisely the persom whose | would olten do more harm than good, even to | views from the latter, It ca™ wero to read
cominz bhad been foretold. Thus Qz way | the offender, Oue Baviour himselt did nnl\hin favourite portivn in the spirit suggested
well say, with reference to the interprétution by the other. part of the text, both would
of those prophecies, * The letter killeth, but | his onemsios would have smitten him, ho wont | perhaps sse reasbn to moderate their opinions,
the spirit giveth lite,” out of their way j and on ona oocasion, when | Ile who, irom tho fact that Paul speaks of
Bat now 1:t us see how this distinotion lan en:my did smite him, ho remoostrated | bishops ws existing in the cburch at Pailippi,
between letter and spirit affects us, how far | with the assailant, * It [ have spoken evil, | inters tho wrongtulness of what is tormed
we have observed it or not observed it, und’ bear witness of the evil; but i woll, why{* the one man ministry," will do well to re-
with what results. Notice, for example, the |smitest thou me?' The letter ol these coms | member that in cach of tho seven churohes of
ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper. | mandments would allow violence, injustice,| Asia there was only one person called the
With regard to each there are pussages which, | and erucity to go ov unoheeked, wouid overs | angel of the church, Ou the other hand, he
taken in o strictly literal sense, most certainly turn wll the foundatione of sosiety t the spirit| who would exclude all but one from minwsterial
uphold the dogmas of baptismal regeneration | of these commandmenty simply seoks to culs| work in the ohurch will do\well to notive the
and the real enee : * Baptism doth also 'tivate & meck, o quict. » paticot, n § vgiving plurality of bishops in the o'urch at Philippl.
save us;"” “'fl‘: washing of regenerution ;" | Jisposition, ChrLt. instructing his discipies| We have spoken of the groat importanoe of
w Jixeopt a man be born of water and ol the 'as to the manper in which they should behave | distinguishing . beiwecn . the Jotter and the
Bpirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of | when brought belore Kings for his sake, says, |spirit: our readers may bo rendy to ask how
God ;" * Arise, and be baptized, and wash | * Tuke no thought what ye shall speak ; for| is this distinotion to be drawn? Qur reply
away thy sins”  Press those passages literal- in that same hour it shall be given you what |is, that in most lnstances, wnd probubly in uil
ly, and {t will be hurd to escapo the dogma of | ye shull speak.” A fanationl adieionce to|very important instances, the letter of oue
baptismal regeneration in its grossest form. the letter bas actually inforesd from this passage has its spieit in some other; or, it
v This is my body; . . . this js my blood ;":pumgo not tho mece nocdlessnoss, but the|such osher pissage cannot be lound, tie groat
v Kxcept ye eat the fl sh und driuk the blood | positive sinfulucss of !l study on tho part of | privoip es which pervade the ward of God
of the Bon of man, ye have no life in you ;" | Christian winisar : he is 1o depend upon will show us in what sonse any partioular
“ The cup of b which we bless, is it the inspiration of the mogent, HBut if this| statement, whether of dootrine or ol precept,
uot the communion of the dlood of Christ? be the right method of interpreting our| is to be understood. =y
The bread which we break, is it not the com. ' Saviour's words, then let us all put our Bi- There are probably few errors, whether of
wunion of the body of Christ " Tasist upan bles on the shelf, and never rake thom down |oreed or of couduct, for which. the letier of
the letter of thase passages, and surely these ngain, Wo cunnot weed Beripture it some- | w0 of Soripture might vot be

|

awded | 0
cousequences follaw, that the body and blood | thing equivalont to Seripture be given in the | pl i and perhaps the undue strain put

observe them in the letter, Sometiges, when

mens |of Obrist are verily and indeed present in | form of personal iuepiration whenever it is|upon this text and that has originated and

the bread and wine, and thet u a man | raquired, Tho letter of this pussage mukes|silll presorves wost of the divemsities of

stake of this ordinance ho cannot be saved. | every Christinn minister, makes every Chris | opivion which distract the Christian,Qhyrob,
Go all know how widely this interpretation! tian man, inlallible, But surely the spirit of | Hud all Christ's: people attonded, wo do nos
by the letter has revailed and still prevails,|oir Lord's words is simply this, that his|say loss to the leiter, but more to the apiris
oot only in the Homan Catholie Chureh but ! servants, under the olroamstances referred to, | than they have done, greator unanimity. would
{in many Protestant commudions also ; ;ndwmonm.not to bo anxious. The letter says,|bave cxisted than we now obsarye,, Were

N i

regard: $0.aaything which we wish to establish| tion by the letter has w

as & truth, “Thus it is writteo ;" but Thus

all koow what huge mischiet this iat w Don't think " the spisit says, * Don't be|we all to study well the spiris, many, of the

t; how it has | alreid.” objections of seepticism would be anawered,
'filled “people with superstitious fears and| 823 very strong is the distiotion between|mauy of the strongholds of supersiitien
~

=

s

> i

: T

H L]

f » 4
¢ ﬂ ' 4!
f i

#

-
po ad‘
2
-
-

-
- g~

B -

o

¥

m— Mo
- ——
-

L 2
< S
-
-
i

- -

%

I -
—
% TN ¥

-

-~

»
¥

.

"u. o

- -
e

-

e B P
-

R e -

d -

o - -
re———

e
=

4




