' Youth’s Lepartment, |

BIBLE LESSONS.

Suxpay, JUNE 2187, 1868,

Read=Actrs ix, 1-224 :
xxiv, 1028 ¢ Joshua's covenunt with the peopie.
Recite—Acts vili, 20-28,
LA AR R D)

SUNDAY, JUNE 287m, 1868.

0

Read=Acts ixX, 23«43 : Paul persecuted, Josuva
xxiv. 2033 : Death of Joshua and Eleazer,

Recite=AcCTs IxX. 2022,

«SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.”
Write down wehat vou suppose-io be the answer (o
the foliowing guestion.

24. Name two special prohibitigns of emplo¥ ment
of lbor on the Sabbath,

Answer to guestion given last week =

23, “Thy raiment waxed not old upon tnee
neither did thy toot swell these forty years.,” This
might not bhave been noticed by them previously.
Deut viii, 4, and xxix. 3. &

Writing to Jesus,

We find the following curious story in the

Christian  Jnguire®, with an apparent voucher
for its literal truth:

A CnnristMas STory.—If actual truth and
reality can add to the attractions of a fairy tale,
the little story 1 am going to tell you will not
lose interest because it embodies a nineteenth
eentury event. It was on an afternoon, last
Christmas week, that a clerk in. the Leipzig
post-office, whose duty it is to sort the letters,
discovering a taydry little epistle, had no com-

unetion in putting it in the dead-letter<box.--
I'be letter went the usual way to the black cab.
met, where serious, silent men are seatéd, endow-
ed with power to decide upon the fate of mis-
sives unclaimed and unaddressed. The letter
bore the direction to * Jesus Christ, at Leipzig,”
and being opened, displayed the tollowing con-
wnts:

“ Dear, Holy Christ,—~Christmas is drawing
near, aud, as 1 tull well know, Thouart now going
about and presenting good children with bonbons
and nice little toys. O dear, Holy Chlrist, 1
wish Thou wouldst come to us. We are so anx-
lous 19 see Thee, and 1 more than wy sisier, as
[ want a satchel to put my books in.~ But I be.
lieve that my sister Selma wants one also. We
should also like to hive a pair of shoes, each of
us, as the weather is very bad. To wy brother
Curt please bring a box tull of tin soldiers. lHe
8 ill and must not go out of the room. But abovg
all, Thou shouldst look after the health of my
mamma, who is worse than Curt, and cannot
move except on crutches.  Dear, Holy Christ, 1
pray Thee do not forget us. | am a good child,
and shall be very obedient to my mother ; and 1
live at Green Street, No.=, in the Court-yard.

“Marie. Skuma. Cunr”

The letter, as appears from the signatures, al-
though originally indited by the eldest sister,
had gained the subsequent approval of the
younger children, who attached their names in
token of assent,
last, it was Chriswmas Eve. A knock came on
the door of the mother ol the three little chil-
dren, and a gentleman, with a lady, entered,
and put the satchel, the shoes, and a great many
ether things on the table. The German Chris'
mas-tree was lighted, and merriment filled the
house. For the nonce official secrecy had been
viola‘ed, and the dead letter, being communicat.
ed 10 a charitable Samaritan, chused more Joy
and gladness than the pen can describe,” 2

A Musical Lesson.

A Ilighland piper, baving a scholar to teach,
disdained to erack his brains with the nawes of
semibreves, minims, crotchets, and quavers,—
* Here, Donald,” said he, * tak' yer pipes, lad,
and gie us a blast, So, verra weel blawn, in.
deed ; hut what's a sound, Donald, withou! sense?
You way blaw forever without making a tune
o'ty if 1 duvua tell you how the queer things on
the paper maun help you. You see that big
follow, vi' a round, open face (pointing to a
somibreve), between two lines of a bar, he
moves slowly from that line to this, while ye beat
ane wi' your fist, and gie a long blast ; if, now,
{ou put a leg 10 him yo make him twa o' him and

e'll move twice as fast; and if ye black his face
be'll run four times faster than the fellow wi' the
white fuce ; but if, after blacking his face, ;'e'll
begd his knee, or tie his log, hv"{ hop eight times
faster than the whuc-t'.u-msl chap 1 showed you
first. Now, when'er you blaw your pipes, Don-
ald, remember this—that the tighter those fel-
bows' logs are tied, the faster they'll run, and the
quicker they're sure o dance.”

o
e

The new Diamond Buyers,

The following. from the //ome Juurual’ shews
the class of people who, by the war in the U.
States, are become the wealthy part of the pop-
ulation. The worth of the present currency
being so precarious, everybody strives to keep it
moving. This will probably last for a little
tiwe, but a reverse must follow, which will
probably bring ruin and desolation on many
who now revel in luxury.

In ordinary !immi dealers in

recious stones
wsually have a supp

y of these valuable gems on

Conversion of Saul, JOSNl'A\

hand. It seems, however, that in time of war
(this war, at least) this supply becomes very
small by degrees, so great is the demand for the
waparklers.” At the commencement of the re-
bellion, diamonds were not only abundant, but
were comparatively cheap. In point of value,
these .are only second to coin. It of the first
water, and free from defect, a diamond ol a par-
ticular size represents at all times a certain
equivalent in coin. At the present time these
costly stones stand at par value, The demand
for them is very great. A new class of puire
chasers has suddenly sprung into existence.—
Pecple who, two years ago, could not tell the
difference between a tiara of gems of the purest
brilliancy and thé spurious * sparks™ that are
always in abundance, are now the best gustom-
ers of the dealers in these luxuries. Hdving re.
alized money in one way and another, they ap-
pear to be determined to indulge in-purchosing
diamonds as extensively as the greatest million-
aires in the country,

A few.days ago an Irishman, dressed in fine
clothes, entered a well-known jewelry store in
Philadephia.  His face was bronzed, his hands
horny. His nose was an unmitigated pug, and

cavendish. A tailor bad clothed him like a gen-
tleman to the manor born, but his garments
were an evident incumbrance,  “ 1 want to look
at some dimons,” he said, as he entered the door-
way. A junior clerk showed him to the *di-
ymon™ counter, He here repeated his request
| to a senior clerk. - The latter took a quick glance
tat his customer, and made up his mind that the
man bhad come-to the wrong place, * You wish
to see diamend jewelry ¥ “ 1 do” The clerk
produced a tray filled with imitaion gems, and
| submitted them for inspection,
Led several of the articles without speaking, and
as silently laid them down. % Thim isn't what
;l'm afther. 1 want the rale kind, Show me
'somethin® wid the rale sparrikle.” Thinking to
gurt rid cf-a profitless customer, the clerk pro-
‘duced a velvet case, in which reposed, in gorge-
|ous eflulgence, a bracelet, beastspit, and car:
I rings, in the finest dinmonds. * How do those
| ath saia Y9 s

suit yop "sasked the clerk.  The man looked at
{them. * Ah!thim's the beauties. What's the
price o'thim ¥ “The set is seven thousand dol-
lars,” said the cletk, preparing to return them
to the case, not dreaming of iis purchase.
* Well, Il take thim,” was the quiet and
prompt reply, It is ynnecessary to say that the
clerk was somewhat astonished, In all his ex-
perience, the purchase exceeded all former pro-
cedent,  Belore leaving the store, the customer
urchascd a single stone diamond ring at eight
‘numlrvd dollars, and gave bis check in payment
for the lot. e was detained, in an inspection
of other goods, while one of the clerks wassent
to the bank to test the value of the check,
who returned with the money and the informa-
ton that if drawn for five times the amount it
would have been as promptly honored. Subse-
quent inquiry led to the discovery that the
purchaser of the diamonds in question had ac-
cumulated money in foilowing up the army, and
purchasing its offal for soap manufacturing, at
the same time loaning money to officers, at
usurious interest, and purchasing claims of sol-
diers and others against the Government, The
man, two years ago, was foreman iu a lard and
tall w factory. Diamouds alone are not scarce,
Rubies of all sizes, pearls, opals, emeralds, amd
even garnets (the cheapest of all precious stones),

|
|

Some lew days elapsed, at | are scarce, and have advanced in price,

8kill in*soul-saving.

A proud, passionate sinner once moved into
the wneighborhood of -a devoted minister, and
began a career of sin which grieved the good
and increased the corruption of the wicked.
His avowed purpose to insult any clergyman
who should presume to address him, kept the
minister from calling upon him at once, but did
not prevent Lim from prayerfully watching tor
an opportunity.

This came sooner than he expected. The
blaspheming sinner was struck down by severe
sickress. *] will see him,” said the minister.

“ If you do, he will ihsuit you,” said the friend
who had informed him of the man's sicknoss,

“ 1 will se¢ him nevertheless, and look to God
for guidance and blessing,” replied the wminis-
ter.

Accordingly, be called, and was shown into a
parior, where he found the rick man laying on
an old sofa. With great kindness, he asked af:
ter bis health, and received curt, almost uncivil
replies.  Then, without saying one word of his
0“'”; respeeting religion, he opened his Bible and
said ;

“If you please, 1 will read to you 7"

Without waiting for a reply, be proceeded to
read the words of Jesus in the fiftcenth chapter
of Luke, Mter which he offered a short simple
pr?'er, bade the man farewell, and left,

The next day he called again, read the fifty-
third chapter of Isaiab, prayed, and left as be-
fore. This was rc]wutmll several days.  Kind-
ness, appropriate selections from the Word of
God, prayer, in- which the minister cheerfully
classed humself with the sick man as needing mer-
?' and secret prai‘er for God's blessing, were
the only weapons he employed. Now mark the
result !

After two weeks, the sick man broke down,
rrupnd the minister's hands, wept, confessed
vimself’ a sinner, and said he was a wonder to
himself,

“Itis God,” replied the the minister; 1
bave not spoken a word. God has spoken. He
has done this.” ' ;

" Yes." said the man, * I see it now, If you
had spoken’a single word of your own to
when you first came, or for some time after,
should not have “borne it. Weak as 1 was, 1
should bave tried to turn you out of wy house,

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

his teeth were indelibly stained by second-class |

The man fingers |

I was astonished atyour daring to come 16 me.
You took me by surprise. I could not be aggry,
when you asked with sueh a kind voice « fier my
health. You read me those beautiful words, . |
knew they were not you own words, but God's
own words, and | was silent. You shut the
book, and Ithought you would begir to reproach
me and tell me what a sinful wretch I was, and
then would be my time to gpeak ; but I looked
up and saw you on your knces, and heard {ou
praying for me and then, without another
word, you were gone.”

It is enough to add that this. Anakim among
sinners was soon after converted, and after a
few weeks of beatiful devotedness to Jesus, pass-
ed through the gates of the grave, erying Vie-
tory through the blood of the Lamb,

That this sinner was pulled out of the burn-
ing by the" skill, as well as the fidelity of the
minister, is placed beyond all-doubt by thé
testimony of the man himsell.  Faithiulness
alone would not have suceeeded, but fuith/ulness
joined to skill did the work. Let the worker
for souls study this fact carefully, as illustrating
the philosophy of soul-saving. Perhaps it may
give him light on the cause of his own lack of
success.  He has, it may be, a desire todagood ;
he labors with sinners patiently, hé utters truth
in their ears, he depends on the Spirit for success,
but he has no evidences of his success. Why ¥
He lacks skill, tact, wisdem, e is not wise to
win souls, He needs to study’ human nature
more ¢losely, Give him s in addition to his
present qualities, and he would “ slay his thou-
sands” for the Lord,

Look well to this point, dear fellow-laborer
for Christ, and may the Holy Ghost make you
“ wise 1o win souls.”"—Zion's Herald.,

S— - . . < ——

Lord Palmerston.

Lord Palmerston, or “ Old Pam,” as he is
familiarly called is, by large odds, the most )'op-
ular man in England.  If the king's oflice was
elective, he would have been monarch long ago,
by acclawmation. The fact seems a singular one,
at first thought, too ; for Palmerston is the very
ink of the aristocracy. But the explanation
18, that he is the impersonation of all those ob-
|stinate, aggressive, ontiring characteristivs which
have made England and Englishmen what they
are in wealth and power,—An unswerving look-
out for number one~England first and last, at
all events—Englénd’s navy, England's army
England’s money, Efgland’s men, and England’s
Lord * Pam.” All this goes down hugely with
the people. Palmersion likes popularity, and
he has power. No cabinet can do long without
himj whether in or out, he has virtu:\lry guided
the polizy of the governmment for many vears.,
He 1s now a'out cighty years of age, and is just
as jaunty, active, pert, ready of speech and
quarrelsome ns ever he was.  Vigilant in Par-
llament on his feet as promptly as a lad of eigh-
teen, and spending bis recesses in travelling
about thé country making speeches, he seems
endowed with inexhaustible energy. There is
nothing within the rage of human knowledge
or intercst that he cannot talk about, in publie,
on the shortest notice, from the dinner speech
to the scholastic address expected from the new-
Iyselected chancellor of an university, Ol
course he rather expatiates upon his themes
than exhausts thew § he is superficial, upon a
strict judgment, but he knows how to take the
telling points, and is always ellective. e bes
lieves in roast beef, ale, and prize-fighting ;- he
has confidence in Bakewell sheep, Durham bulls
and Whitworth canunon ; he reviews the ritle
volunteers, and no thought but that England is
of right and ever must remain the leader of the
nations—as she would, if' he could immortalize
himself, IHe is no friend to this country, of
which he has an aristocratic jeal ousy, 1t the
truth was known, it would appear, doubtless,
that he never loved Washington, or forgave
Yorktown. Canada will not be independent in
his day, nor while his spirit remaing swill any
concession be made to India. The Southern
confederacy he instinctively agnizes, for two
reasons—they bold slaves, which be belicves in,
at least in principle, and they tend to break
down the power of the United States, which he
desires to see accomplished,

The above picture of Palmerston is doubtless
gorrect in many particulars. The latter portion,
hdwever, referring to his feeling towards Yan-
keedom may be taken as the offspring of the
writer's imagination, and the extreme sensitive-
ness which prevails in that country,

Use your talents,

“And unto one Ile gave five talents, ,to
another two, and to another one.,” There are
many warm hearts and willing hands in the
world, anxious, eager to do pood, yet because
they have not the ahility to do precisely what
they seqyothers perform in walks of uselulness,
they areloften discouraged, and sometimes idle.
That cadh person is gifted with power to be use-
ful in some way, let us illustrate by a story
which is a true one,

A young lady was heard to say, * 1 wish 1
co.ul.d do somcthing for my country; 1 would
willingly become a nurse in a hospital, but I
have not the physical strength, hat can 1
do?" A friond replied,  You can sing.” “ Yes,
I can sing, but what of that " “ Go to one of
the bospitals, and sing for the soldiers.” The
idea pleased her,  She accompanied a friend who
was loug used 1o such visits, and who introduced
ber by saying to the patients, * Here is a young
lady who bas come to sing for you" At the
mere announcement, every face was aglow with
arimation, every eye was riveted upon her with

commencing with the glorious Star. ;
Banuver,” ‘i\a the thrilling notes o:';":l.“‘ﬂ“%\ed
rang through the apartment, one poor may ‘n
bad been given up by the physician asan gl
hopeless case, halt raised himself 1 his cot e -
ed his head upon his hand, and drank in m.an-
note like so much nectar,  Vhe offect was eler-
trical.  From that hour he began to amvent ‘ud
finally recovered.~Presbyteriun, pe-

Worth of your Hope!
A correxpondent of the Zion's Advocale ye.
fers thus to a statement which is not Gllth-quem.
wade, and nct always with the very best of

reasonas &

Not long ago I heard a person wake thiy re.
mark : “ 1 do not know that | am & Chrictign
but I have a hope that 1 would not exchange
for a thonsand worlds.” It was a person wil:;
whose religious character T was somewhat ge.
quainted.  The question at once arose, whether
it 1had a willion of worlds, I woeuld give a
thousand of them fory such a hope j—fop that
particular hope.  This of course led me tothink
what it had done for its possessor, what it wes
now doing towards purilying the heart and ro-
ducing the fruits of Christian life, and 1 congly.
ded that 1 did not wish to purchase, No, | said
such & hope would not be worth three conts 4o
me. 1 think it is better 10 Judge of the worth
of a religious hope by what it s actually d: jng
for us from day to day than by what we woul:i
take for it in wrade.

C e ———

What is an Archdeaooni

Lord Althorp, when Chancellor of the Exche.
quer, having to propoge to the House of Com.
mons a vote of 4004 a-year for the salary of the
Archdeacon of Bengal, was puzzled by a ques-
tion from Mr. Hume, * What are the duties of
an_Archdeacon ¥ - 8o he sent one of the sub

ordinate occupants of the Treasury Bench to

the otherjHouse, to obtain an answer to the ques-
tion from one of the bishops. The messenger
first met with Archbishop Vernon Harcourt,
who deseribed an Archdeacon as ui'/r-ohmm’p
to the Yishop™ ; and then with Biilmp Copleston,
of Landafl, who said, “The archdeacon is oewdus
episcopi.”  Lord Althorp, however, declared
t{mt. peither of the these »xplaunliuua woul |
satisfy the. House. -* Go,” sail he, * and ask
the Bishop of' London ; he is a straighttorward
man, and will give you a plain answer.,” To the
Bishop of London accordingly the messenger
went, and repeated the question, “ What is an
archdeacon ? "% An archdeacon " replied the
bishop, in his quick way, *“an archdeacon is an
ecclesiastical officer, who pertorms archigiaconal
functions” ; and with this reply Lord®Alther

and the House were perfectly satisfied."=Lye
of Bishop Blomfield.

Are you a professor?

Not long ago, conversing With a friend with
whom I bhad been acquainted for some wonthe,
| incidentally alluded 1o the chur b to which |
belonged. My companion looked up with- some
surriw, and mked, * Are you a professsor of
religion ¥ 1 was startled by her tone, but
answered her jnguiry, and we resumed our cons
versation,

Many, many times, has that question come to
my mind, and perhaps it may not be inappro-
priate to some of my tellow-Christians. 1 bad
evidently been living, perhaps unconsciously,
without showing by my daily walk and conver
sation that I was on the Lord's side. ,

“ Are you a prolessor of religion ¥ and if so,
in what respect are you diflerent trom others?
Are you conlessing Christ belure men, belore
your family, your friends and your associates, in
your daily life and conduct ¥ If the work of
grace is going on in the heart, it will be seen in
the life : * by their fruits ye shall know them.”
— American Messenger,

Something-new Christians.

Some professors of religion seem to subsist on
the phenomena of religion. There must be
something unusual astir to watisfy them that
anything is doing. The gospel is preached, the
lives of wen are affected by it, c¢hildren are
taught, cases of conviction and conversion ripen
into confirmed hope, one by one, but thes
Christians must have something new. Sun,
moon and stars are of no account ; the comet
is all.  Eyes are turned toward it which pever
regard the sunrise nor sunset,  These Christians
are generally less spiritually-minded than others,
Judging from their prayers.

o ——

Tuk Resurrecriox or Tuk Bopy.—*Thou
sowest not that body that shall be” . Strange
that one who has seen an ear of corn with its
rows of kernels on the large, hard cob, all from
one grain * cannot bear fruit except it die,
can be anunbeliever in the resurrection, More-
over, such things in nature should make us exult
in the thought of future bodies immeasurably i
advance of the present. * It doth not {O‘l l&.z

ear what wo shall be.” But * we shall
"N, Adams, D, E.

. e - -

SysTeMATIO Baxewicrsce —“ 1 think,
#1id the Rev. John Brown, of Haddington, this
having a distinet purse for the Lonl is one
the most effectual means of making one rich.
have sometimes disposed of more this way thas
it could be thought | was capable of, and yet I

exgocunt pleasure. Bhe nang a few songs,

never found myself poorer at the year's
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