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The Old Year's blessing, 
1 am fading from you, 

But one draweth near, 
Called the angel-guardian, 
Of the coming yar. 

If my gifts and graces 
Coldly you forget, 

Let the New Year's angel 
Bless and crown them yet.’ 

For we work together ; 
He and | are one : 

L:t him end and perfect 
All I leave undone. 

I brought good desires, 
Though as yet but seeds: 

Let the new year make them 
Blossom into deeds. 

I'brought joy to brighten 
Many happy days ; 

Let the new year’s angel 
Turn it into praise. 

If I gave you sickness 
If I brought you care, 

Let him make one Patience, 
And the other Prayer. 

Where I brought you sorrow, 
Through his care, at length, 

It may rise triumphant 
Into future strength. 

‘ B 1 by t you plenty, 
. RA nen charms, 

all not the new angel 
Turn thew into alms ? 

I)zave health and leisure, 
Skill to dream and plan, 

Let him make them nobler, 
Work for God and man. 

e your idols, 
: wed you they 

Let him tirn the bnodled 
Into heavenly trust. 
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If I brought temptation, 
Let sin die away 

Into boundless pit 
For all Learts that stray. 

If your list of errors 
ark and long appears, 

Let this new-born monarch 
Melt them into tears. 

oy you hold this angel 
Dearer than the last,— 

Bo I bless his future, 
While he crowns my past. 
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“It is well.” 

“'Twas a low grave they led me to, o’er- 
grown with violets of the spring, and starr 
moss, and all the sweet wild flowers that dis- 

" “elose their hues and fragrence round the 
dreamless couch, as if to tell how quietly the 
bead, that here had throbbed so feverishly, 
doth rest, 

"Twas a low grave, and the soft zephyrs 
played gently around it ; and the setting sun 
leawed brightly on the marble at its bead, 

ring the date, the name, the few brief 
years of one whose Ulessed lot it was to 
to the lair Land of Promise, ere the ckill and 
blight of this dark world had power to. cast 
a shade on life's pure blossom ; while the dew 
of morning was upon its leaves, and all the 
outward world was beauty; ere the eye had 
ever wept in secret or the heart grown heavy 
with a sorrow unconfessed.— Was it a bitter 
lot ? That stainless stone ai swered the query : 
but one live bore one brief inscription, thrill- 
ing the deep heart of those who, leaning o'er 
A warrow mound, mused over life's vain sor- 
row : 

“It is well.” | 
, the deep words had meaning ; but what 

bad taught the lone survivors thus to 
the sum of all, and, s ing with F
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“Tt is well,” 
And, oh! for us who, musing oer that grave, 
sigh for the rest a stranger's breast hati@ound. 
Were it not well, in the heart's hour of grief, 
when earth is dim, ard all her shining streams 
discource no more in music to our ears,— 
when shadows rest upon her brightest flow. 
ers, and the continual sorrow of the soul doth 
darken sun and moon, to dream at last of a 
still rest beneath the lowly stone—a ¢alm une 
broken slumber, where the eye shall weep no 
moro in radness, and the pulse, forget its 
quick wild throbbings ? 

O’er that grave such were my musings, till 

evening winds brought fragrance from afar. 
And .then I prayed, in lowliness of heart, 
that I might bear in laith “the heat and 
burden of the day;” and never till his pur- 
pose was fu'filled, and every errand He had 
set performed, in trusting patience, sigh -for 
dreamless rest; nor till the impartial pen 
of Truth could write above that quiet refuge 
— It is well.” 3 

“In one point.” 

“ For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and vet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 
~James 2: 10. 

The Rev. Mr. Leupolt, bf India, found some 
difficulty in getting the idea contained in the 
above verse impressed upon the minds of the 
natives. Argument was resorted to, but 
without avail. * Never,” says he, “ could | 
make the common people understand me with. 
out a parable.” In this parable he described 
a scene on the Ganges. * The day was dismal 
the wind roared, the thunder pealed, the light. 
ning was vivid, the waves of the Ganges rapid, 
The infuriated element threatened destruction 

“| to every vessel upon its waters, and no boat 
could outlive the storm for any length of 
time. 
“But see! What is that? [tis a boat 

in distress, filled with people, rapidly hurried 
along by the waves. Between the peals of 
thunder the shrieks of the people are heard. 
They fear the rocks on the shore, to which 
the current is driving them. What can be 
dove jor them? Could they bat be drawn 
into the creck, they would be'safe. Those on 
the share look anxiously around and discover 
a chain near them. A man instantly fastens 
a stone toa rope, binds the other end to the 
chain and flings the stone into the boas. The 
rope is caught. The people eagerly Jay hold 
on the chain, while those on shore begin to 
draw them in, amid the raging elements, to- 
ward the creek. They already rejoice at the 
prospect of deliverance; but when they are 
within a few yards of the land, one liuk of 
the chain breaks!—I do not say ten links, 
but one link, in the middle of the chain! 

“ What shall these distressed people do 
now ?  Bhall they still cling to the unbroken 

y |links? * No, no!" says one of my hearers : 
‘overboard with the chain, or it will sink 
sooner!” What, then, shall they do? Cast 
thewselves upon the mercy of !" exclaimed 
another, “Trae, I replied. *It one com- 
mandment be broken, it is as though all of 
them were broken. We cannot be saved b 
them : we must trust im the werey of God, 
and lay hold on the almighty hand of Christ, 
which is stretched out to save us” I have 

pass | frequently used this parable, and always found 
it to answer,” 
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‘“This poor woman hath cast in 
more than they all.” 

More in the sight of Him who looks not 
merely at the amount given, but at the ability 
of the giver,—not mercly at the quantity cou. 
tributed, but at the motive and heart of the 
contributor, 

There are few of our Lord's sayings so 
much overlooked as this, There sre thou- 
sands who remember all his doctrinal disecur. 

| %es, and yet contrive to forget this little ini. 
t in bis eathly ministry. The proof of their tears, write oply “It is well 2” Oh sod ep in the meagre and sp: for her to Ta earth—to res contributions which aro. yearly wade by bead unwearied on its be and to seek a | Christ's urch to do good in the world, °e rafuze trom the coldoess of the world ere yet | proof is to be seen in ihe misanshiy small in, its bad pierced her © |oomes of all the missionary societies, in pro- 
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a deeper truth broke on my mind, as the blue! 
“| violet shed its sweetness round me, and the 
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proof is to be seen in the long annual lists of 
self-complacent guinea subscribers, of whom 
many could easily give hundreds of pounds. 
The stinginess of professing Christians in all 
matters which concern God und religion, is one 
of the erying sins of the day, and one of the 
worst signs of the times, The givers to 
Christ's cause are but a small section of the 
visible church. Not one baptized person in 
twenty, probably, knows anything of being 
“rich towards God” (Luke xii. 24). The 
vast majority spend pounds upon themselves, 
and give not even pence to Christ. 

Let us mourn over this state of things, and 
pray God to amend it. Let us pray Him to 
open men's eyes, and awake men's hearts, 
and stir up a spirit of liberality. Above all, 
les us each do our own duty, and give liber- 
ally and gladly to every Christian object, 
while we can. There will be no giving when 
we are dead. Let us give as those who re- 
member that the eyes of Christ are upon us, 
He still sees oxuctly what each gives, and 
knows exactly how much is left behind. 
Above all, let us give as the disciples of a 
crucified Saviour, who gave himself for us, 
body and soul on the cross, Freely we have 
received, Let us freely give.*—Reo. J. C. 

*It is probable, according to Arias Montanus and 
Brenius, that the words ** all her living," mean * all 
her daily income,” and not all her property. 

It may be well to remark in this connection, that 
nothing can be more absurd than to say, as some do, that they contribute “their mite” to an object, 
when they probably contribute some trifling sum 
which they do not miss, and which bears not the 
Most remote proportion to the widow's scale of libe- 
tality. 

A real gentleman. 
He never dresses in the extreme of fashion, 

but aveids singularity in his person or habits. 
Is aff ble with his equals, pleasant and at. 

tentivp to his inferiors. 
In conversing he avoids hasty, ill-tempered. 

or insultiag remarks, 
Never pries into other people's affairs, 
Detests caves-dropping as among the most 

disgraccful of crimes. 
sun slanders an acquaintance, 

Does never, under any circumstances, speak 
ill of a woman, 

Never cuts an acquaintance who has met 
with a reverse of fortune. 
He always pays the postage on his letters 

of business, and in advance for his DEWsp- 
per. 
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‘“ Conversation.” 
oR, “Tux Commexciar’s War ro nx Saven.” 

There are few. opportunities so favorab'e 
for candid conversation as railway travelling ; 
and though a commercial (ravelier myself, [ 
think I may be allowed to say there are 
few persons better qualified than commercial 
travellers for sustaining intelligent conversa. 
tion. A short time ago I was travelling with 
two, who, for intellectual ability, might not be 
sur assed by any on the road. I felt an anx- 
ious desire to know what were their thoughts 
on that most important of all subjects, the 
salvation of the soul, 

Lo course of conversation, I inquired of one 
of them, “ How d> you really think a man is 
to be saved ?" He replied, ** No doubt the man 
who keeps the ten commandments is a happy 
wan, and I believe that is the way to be 
saved.” His fellow traveller remarked, » | 
did think so, bat I heard Dr. some one, of 
Leeds, preach a sermon which convinced me 
that it was only necessary to keep the last 
six.” This was paid io all seriousness. I 
replied, + L will not say ten, nor six ; but now, 
il one bad to be kept for salvation, tell me 
who could be saved? It Adam, happy in 
innocence, did not keep one, but fell, would it 
not be a fearful thing for us, fallen ju sin, and 
surrounded by innumerable temptations, as we 
are, tghave our eternal salvation to depend on 

Be np lovin 101 ios Se mp o!m ‘mpt ro ood 
of Christ is & very different thing trom trying 
to keep the commandments, We must have 
risnpiyen FIRST dy p the blood of Christ, 
even the ivencas of sins; and Sotitese 
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terly impossible to be in this carriage; and at 
the same time Fave somo: hing to do to get in 
Just as impossible is it to receive Christ as 
my salvation, and yet have to keep the law 
to get saved.” “I nover saw it in that light," 
said my friend opposite. 

Well now, reader, of course I do not know 
your religious sentimonts, but, ten to one, 
you are on the same ground as the commer- 
cial. If T were to ask ten persons in any 
carriage the same question, very probably 
nine of them would have some igdistinet 
thought, that it is something we have to do 
for God which will save us, and that it we 
do it worthily, we shall besaved. And ifone 
out of the ten were to say, * Oh! no, it is 
what Christ has dove for me that has saved 
me,” [ should be glad to hear even one outsot 
ten give the glory to Christ. Well, now, is 
it not a miserable thing to be tormented with 
uncertainty year after year, and not only un- 
certainty, but often the person who tries most 
to keep the commands, feels more keenly the 
gnawing ot conscicnce, and the burden of sin. 
Wes, wo words can describe the anguish of 
heart that some feel who are thas trying to 
get saved by keeping the law, Oh, the 
weight of guilt] The law can give you no 
relief.” It can give you no relief. It ean 

{only curse you. For, “as many as are of 
the works of the law, are under the curse : 
for it is written, » Cursed is every one that 
coutinucth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them.” (Gal. 
iti, 10.) And you know well that you cannot 
continue in them. Again and again you have 
tried, but all in vain, You caanot even be 
what you wish to be, much more what the 
holy law of God requires. But you hope to 
be better yet. You hoped that long ago; 
but still you are rather worse than better.— 
Sowe try to get saved this way, until, tired 
out, they give all up in despair, plunge head. 
long into sin, and perish in infidelity. There 
are lew infidels but who were made so by 
talse religion. Just sp ion by workgis 
preached, infi lelity i until, as in 
pish countries, you can hardly tell which is 
which. Is it nol a solemn thing that so tew 
even in Kngland know the difference between 
the saving gospel, and the cursing law P— 
Well, you say, * If man cannot keep the 
law, why was it given 7" It was given be- 
cause of transgression, that sin might be man- 

and all the world proved guilty belore Ged. 
(See Rom. iii., and Gal, iii) But the gospel 
sets Christ belore us, sent down from heaven. 
God baving concluded all under sin, He now 
brings Christ and sets him forth, the right- 
eousness of God. This Holy Jesus became 
the sustitute for sinners ; now it is not 
they who must do something to live ; and He 
bas died for our sins according to the Serip- 
tures, God declared His acceptance of hat 
sacrifice for our sins by raising Hiw from the 
dead. Mark, this is not a question of men's 
opinions ; but the very righteousness of God 
is at stake ; the word of God puis it so. 
(Rom. iii. 2128.) “ Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in has 
blood, to declare his ri 
mission of sins,” &eo. es the death of Christ 
is God's own remedy for my sins ; to deny 
it or doubt it is to make God a liar, Dare 
you say God is not just, and the justifier of 
him that believeth ¥ How 'is ft, with the re. 
cord of God in our bands, as given by the 
Holy Ghost through the preaching of the 
apostles and in all-the Epistles, that believers 
are saved entirely by grace through Cheist 
Jesus, and not by works of their own : | say 
is it not marvellous, that men will not believe 
God himself ? 

lested, that every mouth might be stopped,’ 

tecusoess for the res 

Reader, was not this an instance of the. 
truth of that statement of the word of Gad; 
** Hath not God wade foolish the wisdom of 
of this world 1” Just think of two commer- 
cial travelers, bright, intelligeat men, but as 
ignorant of God's way of saving sinners as 
any Jew or Hebennlts on the fuce of the 

by kecping the law for salvation, is the 
thought of * unconverted pureon, how 
ever learned. Li is the professed dot iae 
the millions of the Greek and Romish churches. 

with every shade 

ing Yor salvat 18 impossibl 
yan XC got it rinsr, 1t ‘would be ut. 

earth. The commercials way to be saved, 

La principle it is the 
of beathenisw. Something that man can do . 
to satisty phe gods of his own choioe. 
Some wonder 80 many are over to 
Romanism. The wonder is that all who are 
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