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Poetrp, :
0ld folks. |

Ab, don't bo sorrowful, darling,
And don’t be sorrowiul, pray ;
laking the year together, my dear,
There isn't more night than day.

“Tis rainy weather, my darling,
Time's waves, lln'y hc'nv"y run,
But taking the year together, my dear,
There isn't more cloud than sun !
.
We are old folks now my darling,
Our heads are growing gray |
Put taking the vear all round, my dear,
You will aiways find the May !

We kave had our May, my darling,
And our rose long ago,

And the time of the year is coming, my dear
For the silent night and the snow !

And Gol s God, my darling,
O night as well as of day;

We feel and know that we can go
Wherever He leads the way.

Ab, God of the night, my darling,
OF the night of death so grim;
The gate that leads out of Hile, good wite,
Is the ot e that leads 6 Him.
S ——— L ——— — ——— - ——
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The Interval between the Old and
New Testaments.

(Coneluded.)

BY REV. JOUN MILLER.

But while the Jews met with kind treat.
sent at the hards of Alexander, it was not
wunder all his successors, (?udor Antiochus
Wiphanes, they endured the most oruel
wsecutions,  He repeatedly slew many ol
e inhabitsuts of Jerusalem, aud sold great
wabers fnto  ocaptivity, He ontered the
doly of holies in the temple, prolaning it
vith his presence, and robbed the house of
ued of the most valuable parts of its furni.
wre, which were composed of solid pold, In
wder L0 suppress the Jewish religion vmirel\)‘.
s isued a «L:crce. that all his subjests should
\yakde their own gods, und adopt those of
wir king which were Grecian, This ediot
‘roduced a degree of dissatistaction and some
pposition among  his  subjects goncrlllf.
lie beathen, however, found it comparative y
wito comply 3 with the Jows it was very
terent, The systems ol idolatry, prevail,
g throughout the dominions of - Antioohus,
*ere of human origin, but the religion of the
Jews was from Uoﬁ. the living God, tho true
Uod, the Creutor of the ends of the earth;
wd the law, which regulated every wot of
eir devotion, was stamped with {xil high
wihority, It was therelore no easy matter
e the people of God to comply with this
anndate, Llininlerl were sont into ever
At of his dominions to that the new
sliet was carried into exeoution, one way rent
o Judea, By many he was received with
aelancholy silonce; and some were base
“ough to comply, He camo to Modin, where
Mstathias, the descendunt of Asmoneus,
"wided with his five wons, He usewmbled
"¢ peopte, and placed before them the ediot
“ucil\ltlioohnu. lo addressed Muatathion mi-

uiarly on account of his age, respectabili.
Viand priesily office, -omn:.&hn him o
Wiely of inducementy to comply, But he
M 10 time-server—he was one who feared

individual in the assembly stepped for.
% shew his contormity to the new law.
Yatathing rashed on him, and slew him.
U five valiant sons and many others of a
“ailer spivis rallied around him, and from
Uat mowont formed  determined band of

fon to the law of the king, Auntioshus,
Yien be' hoard of this prooeeding, was ex.
ooedingly Qgrovokul. rised luT armies, and
Ietermined o extirpate the Jewish
%d plant others in their place, An
Y000 was sont to Jerusalem to begin the
vork of extirpation. The king was #o res

*ard

oy of

peotations, that notico was circulated in the

4 neighbouring eountries, thut a vast number of

slaves would,be sold ut’a very low rate, - A
thousand merchants ocame togothor from

Iu this trying epergency, Judas, the Jew.
ish general, had only G000 men to oppose to
tho wighty host of tie encmy, Notwith
standing, he proceeded necording to the law ;
he announced to the army, that all, who had
that year built a houso, or married o wifo; or
planted a vine, or was afraid, was at libert
to rotire, The announcement reduced the
army of Judas from 6000 to 85000, Hore
wo see the Jewish goneral had only 8000 o
oppore & well prepared, rnd well supplied
army of 47000, But the ruce is not to the
swilt, nor the battle to the strong.  The two
armios encamped ugainst cach other on the
night previous to the intendod engagement,
Judus lourned that in the couvse of the night,
G000 of tho enomy had been doetached from
the main body in order to attack him in his
camp, He roswlved to take advantage ol
this movement of the enemy. [lo raised his
camp, und wmoved towgrds the wain body
with ull his baggage. Ho attacked them in
thuir camp, slew n groat number, and put the
vest to flight.  Ho then went in quest of the
detachment, which- had beon dosputehed to
attack him in his camp, and when he found
them they were so dis: irited by the fate of
their compunions, they threw dcwn their
arms and fled, The Jewish army pursued,
and siow a great number, Judas, havin
slain muny of hix enewies, uud soattered the
rest, was at liberty to seise their camp with
all its booty,

Who cun fall o see in these ovents the
hand of God? Who would have expooted
that 8000 would have put 47000 10 flignt?
Here wo are strongly reminded of the striy-
ing deliverancos experienced by the xooplo ol
God on a varioty of ocoasions, Gideon was
required to ittack tho host of the Midianites
with only 300 men, and was victorious, It
was the design of God to shew his rooplu
that their deliverance was from himself,

The Jews were attacked in a short time by
another of tho generals of Autiochus, at the
head of & will larger army than the former,
and were again successiul in defeating and
souttering them, Antiochus, who was then
in Porsin, hearing of the deteat of his armies
in Judea; and that thé Jews had oleansed
thoir temple, and reso: tabl'shed the worshi
of the God of Lsruel, becumo deeadfully on:
raged, vowed to muke Jerusalem the grave ol
all the Jewish people; und. guve orders to
couvey him with all possible speed to Juden,
that he might effeat his wicked purpose, ln
the midst of his blusphemies and threatenings,
the judgments ot God overtook him—he was
slezod with violont discase, which terminated
his existence, In this way God defoated all
the pu of the persecutor—struck him
down in the midst of his carcor--and gave
deliverance to Aws people, the objeots of his

care, -
. The achiovments of the Aswfonean famil
are of the most strikivg character ; and wili

Y [oompare advantageously with many of the

ovents in the preceding part of the history of
the people of God ; and indicate in the olearest
manner, shat God was with his people, that
be fought their battles, and gave them de-
liveianoe,

Another event, in the portion of - time
under consideration, which ix promineat, and
boars in an important manner on the oause
of God is the extension of the Roman power,
Tho begining of the Romuns, as represented
in history, was small, They are set forth as
little more than & tanditi, under the leader
ship of Romalus and Remus, They were,
however, the subject of Iro ‘wey, and in the
Divine purpose, wore * utruod to wield a
grouter power, aed to embrace & wore ox-
tensive mrlmﬁthn any people who had

or would sucoedd them,

The unciont Romans coutrast very strongl
both mentally und phisically with the modern
[taliavs, ‘The former appear to huve possess.
od groat v rolbo:lludnhd; the latter
have not - guished thomselves in either
respeot, )
aocounted for Po:: y by the difference of
oiroumstances, The anclent Romans were &
free , and for centuries, they were

“ute in his purpose und sanguine iu his ex.

strangors to those luxuries which afterwards
rendered them so like thelr posterity of the

-~

various places fur the purposo ot purchasing, ||

P [invariably subdued them,

Y i
i (R

provent day, In their wars thuly ovinced
roat onergy of body and mind, and the. most
ndomituble courage and perseverance,

onsive which ever oxisted, has nothing
miraculous in its inorease; it was oxwudvs
by ordinary means, adapted to the oud,  Like
mankind universally, they quarrelled with
their neighbours, and weve gonerally success.
tul in thoir wars, They first made encronchs
monts on those in their immediate vioinity,

y|und an their torritory extended, they came

into juxtaposition with other tribes originall
more romote, With them they qumrollm(,
and succoeded in subduing them, :

The first notable encounter of the Romans
was with Pyrrhus, the King of Epivus in
Greece. ko was ocolobrated as a warrior;
and was sent for by a colony of Groeks in
the south of ltaly, to wid thew in their
quarrel with the lRowans,  Pyrehus brought
troops with him, celebrated like himselt for
bravery, The Romuns were defeated in the

first battle ; but they inflicted such u loss oun
Uyrehus, that he declared another such vies{almost the whole of the civilisod world, The

tory would ruin him, Ho found after u short
time, that he could not cope with the Romans,
and quitted Italy, The Romans next extend
ed their warlike operations into Sicily ; and
there they came into contaot with the Cars
thaginians, a peoply, like themselves, aiming
at universal dominion, History informs us
of their different wars with the Carthaginiang;
each of whioh lusted a number of yoars; in

g |all of them, the Romuns were sucocessiul, and

in the last, Carthage was raged to the ground,
The Carthaginian wars were the greatost in
whioh the Rowans had yet heen engaged ;
and their complotely subduing that people,
raiscd them in their estimation, and in the
estimation of all the oivilised world, Other
nations bogan to regard them as superior to
all others, and as invineible in war, ‘Th8
consequence was, their fuvour was courted ;
they were ofteu employed as arbiters in the
disputcs of kings and states ; kings in their
minority wére placed under theiv guardinne
ship ; and in some instances kingdoms were
lm{ueulhud to them by their ;Idying monarohs,

Veuk states often enteied into alliance
with them for the sake of protection from
their more powerful neighbors, ln conse
quence of this varied intercourse with, the
rost of the world, Rowe was often brought
into collision with other nations, and almost
It i oasy to see
Ahut It me in these oircumstances could not
tuil to extend her dominions, and become the
wost prominent power on earth,

In reviewing. the history of Rome, the
patriotism of her people stands out prowis
nently, s a moans ol the extension of her
empire. Her soldiers werq most devoted,
and her statesmcn vied with each other in
their eflorts to promote her prosperity, Kvery
member of the state was ready to wake any
sagrifice to secure the same eud, A stiiking
lustunce of Rowan patriotism is presented to
us in the conduct of Regulus, the general,
te was taken prisoner by the Carthaginians,
who had obtaiued » considerable viotery over
the Romans, The Qarthaginiavs were de.
sirous of poace, and sent a deputation to
Rome to negotiate on the wbjoot. Rogu!us
wos sent with them, on condition that he
would endeavour to procure pesce, He was
told he would obtain his freedom il peace
was sooured ; but it war continued, he would
be brought back to Curth ge, and troated in
the most oruel manner, Such, however, was
the patriotiam of this individual, that when
he camo to Home he refused to enter the eity,
or to o0 his wite and ohildren, And whea
the conlerence took place on the subjeet ¢f
pouce, he urged his countrymen 1o persist in
the war, he argved that the continuance of
the war was for the gloiy of Rome, At the
same tinw ho rofused to make the slightest
offort to obtain his trecdom, and willingly re-
turned & captive to Uarihage. us on

Y [his return, as might bave been oxpeoted,

found the Carthaginians
aguiost him ; and he received trow thew the
most oruel treatment, It is said his eyelids
wero out off, and in this state ho wus ¢
to & burning sun. Other orueliies wore fne
flicted, which soon terminated his existenoe,
Putriotism like this could not fuil 10 operate
powerlully in tavour of any wation,

tly exasperated

Another trait in the charaster of the
ancioot Romans, which sontributed largely to
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The Roman power, although the most ox. |
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| their advancement, was their indomitable
courage and persevoratice, Amidst all their
‘pmapurity. thoy had ocoasional rOvVOrscs, reos
 vorees whioh would have exoited anxioty and
 even despondency in the minds of many ; but
' with the Romans such events wero only the
‘mouns’ of calling forth their courage. One
remarkable instance of this wo have: when
| Haunibal with his army were ut the gates of
| Rome,~instend of giving way to foar and
| despondenoy, whilo the Carthaginians lay at
ono gate, the Romans were busy sending an
army out at another, not to attack Ilmmﬁ)u‘
who was at their very wells, but to invade
Alfrioa and to besiege Carthage itsell, Whe
would Fave drewmed of such courage and
' daring under such ciroumstances? And who
but Romans could have evinced such a spirit,
‘and pursued such a course. This undaunted
Loourage ocarried them forward, and enubled
mvm to sucoeed where many would have
I tailed.

As tho result of a combination of causes,
the Rowan Kaipire extended until it embraced

whole of civilised Kurope, all of Afrioa that
was known to the wncients, and a la
portionof Asia were embraced within itslimits,

This enlargement of Rome took place
gradually snd chiefly in the 400 yours be-
tween the Old and New Testaments.  In the
eulargement of Rome, God, in His providenoe
prepated the world for the reoption of the
gospel. At the time when,the commission
was given to * ro into all the world and
preach the gospel to every oreature,” almoss
the whole ot the civilized world was under
the control of one individual, The apostles,
being subjeots of the Roman emperors, were
at liberty to visit nny part of their dominions,
and to publish salvation, The groat extent
of the Roman empire undoubtedly fegilitated
the diftusion ot the gospel. Had the world
beon.divided a4 it is ut the present day, they
would certainly have been prohibited from
preaching in mary plaves. The same thing
would have ooourred which takes place at the
present day. The gospel cannot be introduced
at presont into Spain, nor till very lately inte
Madagasoar; and but for the great extent of
the loman empire the samo impedimonts
would have hindered its progross in the days
of the apostles,

Like all the other ovents in providence the
extension of the Roman empire was no
contingent oceurrcnce ; it was the work of
Liod, 1og the nccomplishment of a great design
via z--*o diftusion of the gospel, and the
estublishment of his kingdom, The fulfil
ment of God's desigus of wercy in the great
objeot he has in view in providence, and to

th s end every eveut and every creature must
contribute,

“ Your dying hour."”

“ 1 have just boen to the funeral of a very
dear friond,” sald I to.a merry looking man,
whilst waiting for the train, * And it is no
swall comiort, when a friend departs, to know
with absolute certainty, that that ftriend i
gone to be with Christ, which is tar better,"

* 1 should think,'said he, ** there are very,
few that die who have that certainty, At
loust not wany would like to chance i, if it
were put to them to-day; I wmean, it the
question was put, Are svp 80 sure of heaveu,
that you do not mind dying to-dhy 1" I re-

lied, ** 1 fear even amougst those who profess
ro be Curistians, 0o few would olu':ot'hl

test. Butit was very diflorent with my deo-
arted friend. She ouly beea ill & fow
Sayu. and on the before her doath, know-

ing there was 8o human possibility of re.
covering, she calmly said, ‘I would not
oxchange places with the Queen.’ Not the
shadow of & doubt passed over her ha

soul, Bhe rested not in aoything she

done, but in the fvished work of Ohrist
Jesus, the Bou of God, Precious Jesus!
thy blood and righteousness never lail in the
hour of death. Nothing cun be so oertain as
that which God has said, * that whosoover

xposed | believeth on him, shall not perish; but have

omhnh’ life.”
“ Well," said he, “it is » bhappy

when & person has such confidence ; bn!
toar there are vory fow who bave the hup.

pl fo njvyit. nllh“.{m““..
c bas such strong inolinations to sin."”




