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“ Un'o you who believe he is precious.”

1 Per.2:7.

[ xeep thee, precious Jesus, for I am full of sin;

Xy eoul is dark and guilty, my heart is dead within:

[ need the cleansing fountain, where I can always flee,

The blood of Christ most precious, the sinner’s perfect
vlea.

[need thee, precious Jesus, for I am very poor;

Astranger and a pilgrim, [ have no earthly store ;

[ 2eed the love of Jesus to cheer me on my way,

To guide my doubting footsteps, to be my strength
and stay.

[ need thee, precious Jesus, I need a Friend like thee—

A friend to soothe and sympathize, a friend to care
for me.

[oeed the heart of Jesus, to feel each anxious care,
L tell my every want, and all my sorrows share.

[need thee, precious Jesus, for I am very blind;

Aweak and foolish wanderer, with & dark and evil
mind :

[need the light of Jesus to tread the thorny road,

Te guide me safe to glory, where I shall see my God-

[ veed thee, precious Jesus, I need thee day by day,
To il we with thy fulness, to lead me on my WAY:

[ aeed thy Holy Spirit, to teach me wifht I am,

1o show we more of Jesus, to point me to the Lamb.

I need thee, precious Jesus, and hope to see thee soon,
Hocireled with a rainbow,£nd seated on thy throne;
Thare with thy blood-bought children, my joy shall

ever be

Todog thy praises, Jesus; to gaze, my Lokp, on thee.

T NN

For the Christian Messenger.

The Baptists of Nova Scotia.

Periop vir

From A. D 1850 to A. D. 1860.

LETTER LXVI.

""‘{Sg‘ﬁ OF THE CikcrLAR LEeETTERs.~VARIOUS
QUESTIONS ¥PROPOSED TO THE ARSBOCIATION =~
EMARKS ON THEM. A FRACTICAL SUGGESTION.

My Young Friend,

Lt will be advisable, [ thiok, to place on
record the subjects discussed in the Circular

ters of the Ascociations duri thi
period, - ’

WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

James Rem.
Expectations.
Javks Parker, Uncompromisi
adberence to “the truth of God as
revealed in his holy word,

R. W. Conxisouam. The Christian
war with error and sin.

J. C. Monse. Love, faith, sdd bu-
wility,

151,
1852,

Encouragements and

1853,
1854,

1860. R. McLears. Holiness.
EASTERN ASSOCIATION.

BN g

1851. D.W.C. Dmock. The possession
and manifestation of true christian
character, as a means for promoting
the interests of the Redeemer’s king-
dom.

i852. M. Ross. Christian union.

1853. J. Francis. Differences of opinion
in regard to measures not incompati-
ble with Christian union.

1854. J. Suaw. The Pepsonality, Deity,
and work of the Holy Spirit

1855. [Writer'’s name nét given]. United
prayer for the jndrease of gospel
ministers,

1856. D. Lawsox, Christian benevolence,

1857. D. McKeey. KEarnest piety the
need of the Church,

1858. E. F. Fosuay. Church discipline.

1859. D.W. C. Dimock. Our educationa)
interests,

1860. _J, Rem. Christian consistency, zeal,

“d8d activity.

These Letters, you will observe, were chief-
ly of a practical character, and were adapted
to promote intelligent piety and usefulness in
our churches. There is reason to fear, how-
ever, that the Circular Letters are read by
very few persons, It would be a preferable
arrangement if" they were printed in the tract
form, and a copy furnished to every member
of the churches comprised in the Associations
respectively, There would be no objection,
[ presume, to a small payment ; a cent apeice
would be amply sufficient for the purpose.

Questions are sometimes asked by the
Churches in their letters to the Associations,
the ansWers to which embody general princi-
ples, define the usages of the denomination,
or recommend measures, which, if the recom-
mendations are adopted, may become denomi-
national. It will be proper to notice some
which engaged the attention of thé Associa-
tions in this period.

At the meeting of the Central Association
in 1852 the “ Committee on Questions in
letters” suggested to the churches * the
desirableness of periodical revision of their
list of members, in order that all cases of

be duly dealt with from time to time, and
that the statistical returns may be confided
in as faithful records :"—and a resolution was
passed, recommending the churches « to give
testimonials to those who leave the country,
or the district where they reside, and to urge

ng | them to join other churcbes as 500D as possi-

ble.”

These were efforts to cure evils of lon
standing. The returns from some of the
churches were glariogly erroneous, the num-

refrain from lebour if he does not obtain it ;
for a dog-in-the-manger policy is possible,
even in the nineteenth century.

The. Western and Central Associations
passed resulutions, in 1854, in reference to a
subject which always requires to be delicately
handled,—the reception of members who
have been exeluded by other churches. Cir-
cumstances may ogecasionally oceur, in our
present staté of imperfection, leading to un-
deserved or hasty church censure ; and party
feclingsor personal prejudice may occasionally
influence the decision of a church, so that a
member may possibly be excluded in the
heat of passign, who is still worthy of christ-
ian fellowship, and may honourably enjoy it
in another community. In such cases re-
concilénfent is somefimes impossible, or it
may be inexpedient, for various reasons, to
attempt the restoration of the excluded one
to the church which expelled him. It ma
be better, both for himselt and the church,
that he should scek communion with another
body. It would be preferable, indeed, that
he should be first restored, if it were only
that he might be immediately dismissed, in a
regular way, to the other church ; but if that
cannot be peaceably accomplished, and the!
case involve no moral criminality, for which
due reparation has not been made, the recep-
tion of the individual by the secound church
should not be complained of, I will transcribe
‘the resolutions of the Associations, .

Wesrern :—* Resolved, That it is generally
not expedient for one church to receive a mem-
ber excluded from a sister church ; yet there
may be cases in which the interests of truth
and righteousness may demand that a church
should receive a member excluded from a
sister church ; but for the sake of peace and
harmony, this, in our view, should not be done
without investigating the causes of the ex-
clusion, and making use of kind and christian
endeavours to induce the church to renew its
action, and reinstate their brot'ier or sister,
if it shall appear that the person was unjustl
excluded. But if these efforts should fail,
the enquiring church may properly, we think,
in the exercise of its independence, receive
into it fellowship the person so excluded.” *

CenTRAL :—* Resolved, That all churches
are independent of each other in matters of

removal, as well as of irregular conduet, may/discip'line, and are not amenable to each other

for its exercise ; but that in ordor to preserve
‘harmony, it is generally advisable that mo
church should reccive a member excluded
from a peighbouring church, without such
communication with that church as will pre-
vent the reception of the member from be-
coming the occasion of uniriendly feeling
between the churches.”

The Report of the Committee of the West-
ern Association, in 1857, contained these

' suggestions, which were adopted, viz :—
bers reported being far in excess of those|
(who were actually in fellowship.

“1. Your Commitiee recommend that any

Persons | persons who may leave one of oar churches

recommendation :—* We beg leave to suggest
that after faithful labours of love havin
been promptly and patiently used, should the
member referred to, still persist * in selling
or drinking spirituous liquors freely as a
beverage”—the church, after a reasonable
time, if no satisfactory change in his conduot
isapparent. should exclude him from its fellow-
ship. Kphs. 5, 11-18. 2 Thess. 3, 6-15.
This introduces a debatesble point. A
vender of intoxicationg liquor for beverage
purposes would not be tolerated in our
churches. Drunkards are excluded by the
Christian law. The practice of total absti-
nence from intoxicating drinks as beverages is
all but universal among us. But it is surely
very questionable whether it should be made &
term of communion, Is there seripture war
ran®¥or it? Would it not compel us to re-
fuse fellowship to the members of churches

¥y | (the English churches, for instance) which we

cannot but recognise as churches of Christ?
[s it not more agreeable to the principles and
spirit of the New Testament to scek the ae-
complishment of the desired end by pewua-
sion and example?

The Western' Association adopted, in 1860,
the following recommendations of its Com-
mittee :—

“1. If a member of a Church in regular
standing, reside in the neighbourhood of
another Church, and request a dismission to
join the Jatter, we recommend that the request
be at once granted; and in case of its con-
tinued . refusal, that the latter receive him
without such dismission.

“ 2, In cases of personal offense occurin
between brethren belonging to different
Churches, we recommend the offended brother
to proceed as if both were in the same Church,
according to the Saviour’s direction, Matth,
xviii. 156—17, taking with him Members of
the Church to which the alleged offender be-
longs, and, if needful, bringing the matter
before that Church.”

The first of these recommendations econ-
templates a case which it is imagined will
very seldom occur, The refusal of a church
to dismiss a member who desires to leave it
for reasonable cause, and who is *in good
standing,” must be (in political phraseclogy)
“frivolous and vexatious.” . Yet, to reccive
“ without dismission” is so obvious!y undesira-
ble, on account of its tendency to disturb the
harm oy of,churches, that every effort should
be made to prevent the necessity of adopting
such a course,

The Comuwittee on Questions, in answer te
an inquiry proposed to the Central Associa-
tion by one of the Churches, in 1860, recorded
this opinion : —* that unless there be some-
thing in the premises unkcown .to the Com-
mittee, it 15 not expedient on the principles of
Baptist Churches to grant a dismission to a

member whose only motive in asking it is to
avoid communion with a brother with whom




