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The Homestead.
BY LADY BPENCER

It is not as it used to be,
When you and I were young

When round each elm and maple tree @
‘The honeysuckles clung §

Bat still I love tke cottage where
| passed my early years,

Though not & single face is there.
I hat memory endears.

It is not as it used to be!
The moss is on the roof;

And from their nests beneath the eave
The swallows keep aloof,

The robins—how they used to sing
When you and | were young ;

And how did flit the wild bee's wing
‘T'he opening flowers among !

It is not as it used to be
‘The voices loved of yore,

And the forms that we were wont 1o see,
We see and hear no more.

Nomore! Alas, we look in vain
For those to whom we clung,

And loved as we can love but once,
When you and | were young.

Hehgrons.

Women in the Church.

Let your women keep silence in the churches, for
it is mot permitted unto them to speak.”—1 Coriuthi-
sns xiv 34, 35,

¢ Bvery woman that prayeth or ptothluhth with
bor head uncovered, dishonoreth Ber ead.” &0.—1
Corinthiabs xi. b,

What are the duties and privileges of women
in the church ?  Like all questions of religious
obligation, this is not a matter of human opinion,
bat of Divine revelation, and must therefore be
settled by the Bible. To prove any proposition
by the Scriptures, we must rely, solely upon their
express declarations, and not upou any human
opinion of the meaning ol the declarations, The
province of exposition is not 10 develope a mean-
ing not found in the statements of the Bible.
One brief rule of interpretation would save all
the errors of wen, which they suppose to be
based upon the Scriptyres. That (ulc I8,
“Never explain any diffituit or figurative pas-
s2ge to mean something not positively stated in
other passages that need no explanation.  And
never set aside any of the statements of the Bi-
bie by others wluch we suppose 10 be counter
statements.  The proof ol any ‘nru‘mulu,l_t by
the B.ble must be briet, but entirely conclusive.”

Tae first passage (uot «l ghove forbids women
to speak, and enjoins silence in the ('hurl:hv?
The other passage recognizes and regulates their
praying and prophesying (i e, speaking to edi-
fication, as the Greck word denotes,) in the
public con sregation, with the other sex. Are
these passages contradictory Does the Apos-
tle regulate in one place what he condemus in an-
other, in the same epistle ¥ As this is inadinis-
sible in an inspired writing, the points proved
by the two texts are, thai certain speaking s

rolubited, and other recognized and regulated.

hat is admissible is public prayer and ordinary
speaking, as in a prayer and conference, or a
covenant or fauom!ip meeting.  This the Apos-
tle recognizes as the ordinary practice of the
female members of the churches, and endorses it
as right, by giving directions for its suitable per-
formance. hat speaking is unbecoming inthe
females, is learned from the words added by in- |
'l}lirnion in explanation of the prohibition.—

'hat it was not prayer, exhortation, or instrue:
tion, we know from the expression, * If she would
learn anything let her ask her husbaod at home.”
We thus conclude that it was a sort of public
questioning or discusssion. This is the end of
the question, as far as direct proof is demanded.
With facts thus established, we may inquire for
the illustrations of them apd theiv uses. And
a'though we might err in these maiters, wo do
uot alter the facts thus estabilished.

At the reading and espounding of the law, in
the syn ues, it wis customary for any man
who chose, to ask questions lor the better under-
standing of what was pead, The same practice
prevailed in the hing of the primiive
church, ‘Thus while Peter preaching on the day
of Pentecost, unbelievers omcud u&t the wou-

Pueter answered that they were not drank: o, and
it was unreasonable 10 suppose them to be so, at
that early hour of the day. This was often car-
vied 50 far, as to amount Lo i arguinent, or a
sharp controversy between a preac and

‘of his hearers. The same practice now prevails
with our wissionaries among the heathen,

small part of the is In answer L0

| moment as not _only to preclude union, but to

It wonld seem very probable that this public
controversy or imbuiry was the speaking that the
Apostle prohibited. It is simply saying that to
get into an argument, and, perhaps, a contro-
versy ‘with a public teacher, and in a public
place, is not becoming in females. That 1f the
women would bave further explanation of the
doctrines taught, it would be mors Becoming to
consider them, after their retarn home. In the
state of society at that time it would have been
a great scandal to the church for its female mem-
bers 10 enter into public discussions and con'ro-
versies with the minister. To promote good or-
der, the Holy Spirit prohibited it.

It may be wull to notice further thg place as-
signed to females under the Gospel. Woel ii. 28 :
— T will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, and
vour sons and your daughters shall propheey.”
The daughters as well as the sons were to speak,
alike publicly, without restriction. On the day
of Pentecost Peter declared this prophecy ful-
filled. Acts i. 14 :—* These all continued with
one accord, in prayer and supplication with the
women, and Mary, the um"mr of Jesus, and
with His brethren,” Gal, iii. 28 :—* There is
neither male nor female, for yo are all one in
Christ Jesus.,”  Such statements and examples
ocvur often, and in various forms, in the Bible.

The practice of keeping the women silent, is a
rémnant of those errors of the past, which always
degraded women as the weaker sex. Weaker
she may be in physical srength, but not in in:
tellect or heart, This notion is also supported
by the desire that some have to regulate every-
thing according to their notions of what will
give the greatest worldly dignity to rehgious
worship, Thev say that where the practice is
geacral for fomales to speak in religions meet-
ings, occasionally one will be teo forward and
bold. :

‘I'rue, it may be so.  Dut the proportion of the
females, whose remarks may be inappropriate,too
confident, and, perhaps, a little trying to others,
will not be so great as it is among the men in the
ame church. ~ And then, very few of our Chris-
tian ladies will ever speak in any other manner,
than with that salm sincerity and unaffected mo-
desty that becomes their sex, and that strongly
commends our holy religion,

Te prohibition we have considered does not
forbid females to take part in the business of the
church. It relates not to church business, but to

ublic teaching, inguiry, or discussion. . 1t fol-
Knu that females may speak and act and vote,
in all matters affectind the fglowship and inter-
ests of the church, accordisf to their convigtions,
the same as the men. And in all sogleal ‘cnligi-
ous meetings their voicgs should be (requently
heard in praise, prayer and remarks; as well as
those of the brethren. ® All al ow Jhat women
may sing Divine h) uu)?m» the l"{mn { David.
These hymns contain prayer, exlortationy com-
fort, and ail the doctrines of grage,. Il women
may sing these in public, why ma they wot
speak them in remar ks ol gnfyer 7 Satan strikes
a great blow at the piety and usefulnss of the
Church, when he.closes tlw)uuulhl of its le-
male members, by a misinterpéetation of Paul’s
prohibition. \\'u‘a?n. last at (Re Cross and first
at the Be'ui{:hru I ho first ppe ched the resur:
rection of Ohristto e Digggflos—is inspived
with the love of.'hud,.ud purpose Lo speak it 10
others, let yo
churches, with thg wrong interpretation we have
noticed, is & convenient and pretty litild passage
for those females whg seek excuses for always
remaining si'ent on the subject ol religion § but
it will never satisfy those who, filled with the love
of God, are sighing for the salvation of souls.
« Those tht feared the Lgrd spake often one |
another and a book of remembrance was kept
for them that feared the Lonl’and that tlwu‘:%
upon His name." o

There are, however, many sincere and deveut
christian ladies who are sileat, solely from wrong
views ol these passages. :

But on this, and all similar questions, let none
be contentious, but all prayerfully seek the mind
of the Bpirit; and practice what the Werd of
God teaches, with all charity toward othets.

7 -

The * Christian Connection” .so0
cmllod.x‘n V.

The Morning Star (Free-Will Baptist) says
it is well known that the Christian Connection,
or * Christian Baptits,” as they are somatimes
termed, took their rise at aboul the same time as
our own denomination, and were Somewhat akin
to it in origin. The early sentiments of the
two were 80 much alike as at one time 10 make a
union probable. In later times, however, there
has appeared one point of divergence of such

4

even diminish the warmth of their mutual sym-
P.:gy'

Deeming it wrong to adopt a ereed, and carry-
ing to uxcess the principle of * liberality,” the
Curistian Connection welcomed Unitarians to
their fellowship. ‘Though at first frm Trinita-
risns, the desomination, a4 & whole, was soon

Queries raised by some of the hearers.

wompen keep silence in the
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almost unanimously, rejected the Trinitarian
doctrine as unseriptural.”  Since that time the
jon of Unitarians among them uas been
variable, but always large.

‘ There seems now, however, to be a sort of
ovystalliging process going on in this body. The |
evangelical vlement is gradualiy consolidating
into a distinct party, leaving liw rest to scek |
their natuval alfi itiys elsewhere.  Within about
a year at least four of their prominent ministers
have gone over to the Unitarians, with whom
they have long been in sympathy. Others will
probably follow soon.

We congrmuiﬁe our brethren on their loes, if

such it can be called. They are better ofl’ with
out than with men ot such proclivities, however
talented, How they have so long endured the
burden of such * helpers” is a mystery. That
thelr aid has not proved even more disastrous
than it has, is strange. Partnership with radical
error 18 as unsafe as it is unnatural.
We wait with hope, and yet with some impa-.
tience, to see them rid of the remamnder of this
dangerous faction. We wou'd not ul»jle.ct to a
process more summary than is likely to be adopt-
od. Were it left 10 us, we should be very apt
to open the door for those that deny our Lon&'n
divinity, and hint that they had better

« Stand not upon the order of their going,
But go at vnve.”

With Antioch College under their full con-
trol, as the fact of their having the president
and a majority of the trustees makes it, and
with their various denominational organs con-
solidated into one, as they have recently boen
—whenever the Christian Connection shall have
completed the doctrinal purification so happi'y
begun, it may expect, we think, a far more vigor-
ous and healthul Jif than it has ever yel en-
joyed.

Close Communion.

It is not uncommon to find persons in our con-
gregations who give good evidence ol Christian
character, but are hindered from uniting with
the charch by their feeling of opposition to the

WHOLE SERIES.
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The Sun inhabited.

Pople who the sun a ball of fire may
be surprised to learn that Sir Jobn Herschel
thinks it habitable by living beings. He rays:

‘I'he sun is a planet abundantly stored with
inhabitants ; his inference being drawn from the
following arguments: On the tops of mouns
taine of suflicient height, at an altitude wheve
clouds seldom reach to shelter them from the
direct rays of the sun, are always found regions
of ice and snow. Now, if the solar rays them-
selves convey all the heat on this globe, it ought
to be the hottest where their course is least in-
terrupted.  Again aeronauts all confirm the cold-
ness of the upper regions of the atmosphere.
Since, therefore, even on our earth, the heat ot
any situation depends upon the aptness of the
medium to vield to the impression of solar rays,
we have only to admit thar, on the sun itself, the
elastic fluids (-mnl»ming its atmosphere, and the
matter on its surface, are of such a nature as not
to be capable of any aflection from its own
rays. lndeed, this seems to be proved from the
copious emission of thew ; for if the elastic fluids
of the atmosphere, or the matter on the surface
of the sun, were of such a nature as to admit of
any vasy chemical combination with its rays,
their emission would be much impeded. - Ano-
ther well-known fact is, that the social focus of
the largest lens thrown into the air will occasion
no sensible heat in the place where it has been
kept for a considerable time, although its power
ot exviliuf combustion, when proper bodies are
exposed, should be suflicient to fuse the most re-
fractory substances,

Thus, remarks the Scientific American, from
argumwents based solely on the supposed physical
constitution of that luminary, he deduces the
somewhat astonishing idea that the sun is in-
babited.

-_— -

Good Counsels.

1. Give diligence to make your caliing and elec-
tibn sure.~ln some of you we see the grace of
God, and are glad. But of others of you we

striciness of our practice in regard ta the com-
manion. They are tully persuaded in their own
minds in regard to baptism,—~that immersion on
a profession ot laith is the only Scriptutal way ;
but they think we might be more accommodat-
ing, and receive to our communign those whom
we admit to be true believers, and who them-
so)ves sincerely believe that they have been
sompturally bapized. Most of those persons
have dear and dear relatives—parents, brothers
or sisters—5-who are worthy mewmbers of pedobap-
tist opurches, anfl they think it very hard that
they ghould be dgprived of the privilege ol com-
menforating the Lard's death with thuse excel-
lent %md beloved disciples of the Lord. We
wish to present for lho.‘ consideration of such
persons a lew thoughts which segm 1o us adapted
tox:lievo their minds frpm this ditliculty, and to
md%e their duty plain,

"l‘lwre are just three courses open 10 thew,
one of which they must take. They must either
renain as they are, or join a wdobaptist church,
(gelw Joiw a Baptist uhun:ls. If they choose

e first, they deprive themselves of the privi-
lege of communing with any of the Lord's peo-
ple, besides neglecting the plain duty of bap-
tism.  If they «hoose the second, they deprive
Lthemselves of ihe privilege of communing with
those whom they vegard as properly baptized.
It they choose the third, they deprive them-
selves Uf the ptivimgu of communing with those
whom' they regred as unbaptized. Can they
hucitate 'K‘uh of these three evils to uhonn‘
Is not the last even on their own principles,
much the least of the three ¥ Can they choose
gither of the ather two in preference to the last,
without being gu lty of treating with disrespect
onk of the Lord's sacred ordinances ¥

Buch persons c:ununm::{ I‘lpﬂl‘ to the con-
SCIERLIOUS —persuasion their - pedobaptist
l’rgll that they have been rightly baptized, as
if that was a suffivient reason why we should
adwit the ealidity of their baptism, and invite
them to commune with us at the Lords table.
[But if this is & preper way to reason in regard
to one ordinance, why not in regard to the
bother 7 If the church ought to act upon the
judgement of the candidate, and not upon its
own judgment, in regard to his qualification for
the communion, the same rule ought to hold in
regard to this qualification for baptism. Indeed,
the argument should be stronger in the latter case
than in the former, for the communion is certain
ly more & church ordinance than baptiss i
Would those who reason in this way, then, in
pegard 10 the communion, venture 1o l‘ply the
same argament o baptism ¥ Would they say
that the church ought to recvive a candidate for
baptism whom they did not vegard as Aunllﬁod.
because he regarded himself as qualifiod 7—that
they ought to receive to h{t.i:- one whom they
rogarded as unconverted, because he regarded
bhimself as converted ¥ To be consistent, they

Cﬂ‘y tinctured with this ervor. In 1833 we
find one

of their writers stating that “they have, | ty, s0

the
the other, — W,

stand in doubt. You can talk hopefully and
experimentally, as men can easily do who have
lived long under & “i‘l{‘:l ministry ; yoi yous
fuith is not manifest. This halfreligion is 8 most
perplexing thing to thase arounsl you, and to
yourselves it is a most uncomlortabe and danger-
ous thing. Oh, begin at the beginning, by rest.
ing your heavy-laden souls on Jesus.

If you are leaning on your church-membership
as your hope for eternity, the sooner you flee 1o
Jesus out of that refuge of ligs the better,  Man
years ago we stood by the dying bed ol an ol
woman, who was a stranger to us, What is
your hope of etermity " we asked. * | have noe
lear,” she answered. * Fve beena commuuicant
for fifly years—a regular joined wmember ot the
charch.”  Alas, alas ! thery is & way to hell even
from the gates ol heaven.

1. Let your light shine bgfore men.
arigvous, 80 to speak, il Curist is not lorified
in you till you get to heaven. e a follower of
Hiw who said, * Father, 1 have glorified T hes
on the earth ; 1 have finished the work Thou
gavest me to do”

Contess Him before your family and neigh-
bours. Your lips may do much ; your life may
do more. ‘The regalarity and Leartiness of your
family worship ; your kindness to neiyg hboure |
your sympathy in times of trial—may exalt the
name of Jesus in a whole neighbourhowld, Your
careless neighbours will watch you. He atien-
tive to your business, pay your debls l‘ogullrl
and promptly jlive in peace with you neighbeu
or rather with good-will do them service | avol
all appearance of evil, still more the reality.
Shun all wein and shably ways Lut go the
doubtful peuny ; act as one of God's vayal priest-
hood whose treasure is in heaven. Let your
family and neighbours learn samething ol Jesus
by what they see of His likences in your tem-
per and conduet. The ljving epistle will be
read by many who never open & Bible. “A
hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neigh-
bour ;* but & faithiul talk, joined to a consistent
life, will give any man A great power for @ od.

ML Do not let yourself gel inte a 9rudr'l’.

umbling way adout chureh wmaters. Take a

appy, hearty, kimll{ interest in them. Man
things in this world, both civil and ecciesiastical,
are not what thuy should be, and might be. But
be not you amony the grumblers. Thanktul for
what good there s, put to your hand, and try
to make things betier. He like Paul, in Acts
sxviil. 8, gathor your bundle of sticks when.
olher are only or) ml out about the cold.
1V. Keep your heart and and open to do good.
Many things are apt 10 contiact our hearts ;
thus cares of a family, success in business, the
rowing demand for & more expensive style of
ﬁving. all tend to make us more selfish, h
they should do the very opposite. Let us watch
againet (his. T'o every call trom the world it is
safer 10 say no than yes | but ta every * Come
aver and bulr' us,” 1% i safer Lo say .wm no.
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