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BIBLE LESSONS. 

SuNpAY, SkPTEMBER 20TH, 18
63. 

ties and elders. Jupoxs ix. 1-20: Abimilech made | 

king av Shechem. 

Recite—AcTs Xv. 6-9, 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH, 18CS. i 

Read—Acts xvi, 1-18: Paul's call by a vision to 

Macedonia. Jupbors ix. 22-41: The cestructioh 

of Shechem, 

Recite=—A018 Xv. 30-32. 

a —— an + — 

»SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.” 

following question. 

did God give concerning it? 

Answer to question given last week :~ 

36. They could use their right and left hands with | say. 

y : Now you could dry up litile Eddie's tears, and 

They were also skilful iu the use of the bow and | ake his face bright and his heart bappy.— 

Now he could skip and run all they way home 

without the fear of his mother's Spinpere: 

equal dexterity. Judges xxii. 16: 1 Chron. xii. 2. 

arrow and the sling. 

 S—— 
—— 

on — 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Amusement for the thoughtful. 

ANSWER 10 Purzzre, No. 36. 

Friend “Ancient” your puzzié don't puzzle me much
, 

1 like Scripture puzzles, but care not for such, 

(Whether ingenious, subtile or muddy), 

As do not induce one the Scriptures to study. 

Without this preamble, perhaps ‘twould be better, 

" Simply to tell you that E is the letter 

Which duly inserted, or as you say, well,” ! 

The foliowing ** rigorous precept will peli ;” 

“ Perscvere ye perfect men, 

Ever keep these precepts ten.” 

i 
(t 
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Scripture Puzzix, No. 87. 
NE { 

Born to high honours, in degenerate days, 

Dangers most imminent bestrewed my ways, 

1 fought, and put my country’s foes to flight, 

Full balf its swords I wielded in that fight, 

Although I won in that unequal strife, 

Yet through parental rashness nearly lost my life. 

1 once bebeld a noble rival stand, 

Bearing a precious trophy in his hand, 

ing in the stree 
boy, younger th 

great distress. 

will whip me,” he replied, an 

there into t 

sympathized with him, and offered to help him 

find the lost treasure. 

and bis countenance brightened with hope as he 

Write Bown what you suppose to be the answer to | saw we roll u
p my coat-sleeve, and thrust my |p 

hand into the gutter. How intently did he watch 

87. How was the fire on the brazen altar of the | cach handful
, as it came out freighted with mud 

tabernacle first kindled, and what express command | and pebbles, and pieces ol rus
ty iren ; 

the next would bring out his penny! At last 

[ found it. 

Syor. | was no use in looking any longer for it. 

as with a disappointed look he turned away! 

How mean 1 felt. 1 felt guilty, as well I might, 

mandments, 1 
and then came, in regular order, the lie to cover 

up all. - Alas! what one sin leads to ! 

act. Since then I have asked God to pardon 

THE CHRISTIAN 

The mean little thief. A cons | 
fession. 

ention. 
+» What's the matter, Eddie ?" I inquired. 
« Why—why, I've lost my penny, and mother 

4 then burst anew 

nto tears. 

« Where did you lose it ?” 
“ Jt ws 1 out of my hand, and rolled right 

w gutter.” 
« Poor little fellow,” I thenght, as 1 really 

Eddie brushed away the tears with his arm, |) 

Perbaps 

« Oh, I am so glad I” I hear the little reader | : 

« And how glad you must have been, too !| 1 

But, dear children, listen to the end; and |) 

while 1 know it will make you sad, and perhaps 

bring a tear to your eyes, it may do you good 

for a lifetime. 1 kept little Eddie's penny! 
As soon as I felt it in wy hand, all covered 

with mud as it was, I forgot all the lessons I had 

learned at home and in the Sunday-school. 1 

forgot about God—that his eyes were looking 

right down on me. The wicked one entered 

into me, as you know be once did into Judas 

when for money he betrayed the blessed Saviour. 

[ sold my honor, my good feelings, and my truth- 

ulness, all lor a penny. 
I searched a little longer after 1 had washed 

t, and then, contrived to hide it, and then, put- 

ing on a sad face, told little Eddie that here 

a 

a 

c 

Oh! how the big tears swelled in his eyes, 

or 1 had BOY broken three of God's com- 

jad coveted ; that led me to steal, 

Many years have gone by since that wicked 

me for that and many other sins I have commit. 

ted ; and though 1 love my Saviour, and hope 

my riper years will not be remembered against 

Still in my heart no jealousy did burn, 

But love, which never to hatred did turn. 

1 saw my rival jeopardized through hate, 

And jeopardized my life to spare his fate, 

Through trials sore, in virtue's path he ran 

Until the goal he reached, assigned to man, 

* While I, in battle sore, was rudely slain, 

But left in history an untarnished fame, 

Now give my name—the place where 1 did dwell, 

Likewise the battle field on which I fell. 

Davey, 

Yarmouth. 
 S—— 
——— 

Paddle your own Canoe. 

Up this world, and down this world, 
And over this world and through, 

Though d+ ifted about, 
And tossed without, 

Why, * paddle your own canoe.” 

What though the sty is heavy with clouds. 
Or shining a field of blue; 

If the bleak wind blows, 
Or the sunshine glows, 

Still » paddle your own cance.” 

What 1f breakers rise up ahead, 
With dark waves rushing through: 

Move steadily by 
With a steadliast eye, 

And * paddle your own cahoe.” 

If a huricane rise in the midnight skies, 
Aud the stars are lost to view, 

Glide sately alon ; 
With a smile and a song, 

Aud * paddle your own canoe,” 

Up this world, and down this world, 
And over this world and through, 

Though weary and worn, 
Bereft, and forlorn, 

Still * paddle your own cance.” 

Never give up when trials come, 
Never grow sad and blue; 

Never sit down 
With a tear and a frown, 

But “ paddle your own canoe.” 

Blooming aud sweet for you; 
There are rose-hued dyes 
In the autumn skies 

Then “ paddle your own cance.” 
— - 

If you must form harsh jud 
of yourself, not of others, ; and, in ge 
by attending to your own deficiencies first. 

nts, form them 

me, yet 1can never blot out of my memory’s page 

the dark spot which that muddy penny bas iw- 

printed upon it.—Our Children’s Magazine. 

-———— cme <a 

Twenty impolite actions. 

1. Loud and boisterous laughter. 
2. Reading when others are talking. 
3. Reading aloud in compnny without being 

asked. 
4. Talking when others are reading. 

~ 5. Spitting about the house, smoking or chew- 
ing. 

6. Cutting finger nails in company. 
7. Leaving a church before public worship is 

closed. 
& Whispering or laughing in the house ol 

God. 
9. Gazing rudely at strangers. 

10. Leaving a stranger without a seat, 

11. A want of respect and reverence for 
seniors. 

12. Correcting older persons than yourselves 
especially paren:s. v 

18. Receiving a present without an expression 
of gratitude. 

4. Making yourself the hero of your own 
story. 

15. Laughing at the mistakes of others, 
16. Joking of all others in company. 
17. Commencing talking before others have 

finished speaking. 
18. Answering questions that have been put 

to others. 
19, Commencing to eat as soon as you get to 

the table ; and 
20. In not listening to what one is saying in 

company—unless you desire to show open con- 
tempt for the speaker. ‘ 

For Postage Stamp Collectors. 
“ Admitting the British Colonies into our gal- 

culation, there are more than forty modifications 
of Queen Victoria's portrait, in several different 
shades of colour. The postage-stamp of the 
lowest money value at its ordinary rate is the 
French centime, worth a traction less than two 
fifths of an English farthing ; the highest being 
the four dollar California Pouy Express, repre- 
senting the sum of sixteen shillings and four 
pence. For beauty of form and hue, the post- 

bear away t 
postage-stamp and the postage-stamps 
gium are about on a 
concerned, 

take rank as the smallest. 

Lave very clean streets. 
particularised. 

an mysell, who seemed to be In| distant date, 10 attain an almost fabulous 
value.” 

His cyes were much swollen by | Once a Week. 

Read—AcTs xv. 23-40 : The resolution of the apos- | crying, and his loud sobs first attracted my at- 

A Negro Pastor in New Orleans. 

{ city. 
web no unusual circumstance to meet there ow an 

Sunday many whites, both ladies and gentle- | to 

men, citizens and strangers, who were in attend 

ance at those meetings. 

stand the whole truth concerning the subjects 

before us we must contemplate both the good 

preacher trom Mobile: and we were informed, 

- oreatly to our disappointment, the ww white 

that, in His merey, the sins of my youth and of | § ’ Pi ment, that the 

commenced by the pastor, who prayed and read 

age-stamps of France and Greece, and, among 
There are daisies springing along the shores. | 0UF OWN gepsaiipn those of Nova Scotia | ter. 

e palm ; while the English pony chapter in James. 

t on a par, as far as ugliness is| by their neighbors Cambellites ; and ex 
once Siberian stamps are of the largest | preaching is one of their weaknesses. The re 
size issued, and those of Mecklenburg: Schwerin 

daily i i Ine the old ind of the. se of aily increasing value the old issue of the many effective hits, bly just to be 
Bourbon and New Caledonia, and those of Spain, need "Thus : "A" pO. ’ 

If| Portugal, British Guiana and Van Diemen's 
every one would sweep up his own walk, we | Land may be especially So may 

MESSENGER. 
a —— oh on ———— 

d the Philippines, which are very rare; as don't.like dat word ‘tem Ny 

are also those of the Italian Duchien, Such of be p tation.’ God cany 

our readers as may wish to twa ‘an honest | man.” 

y " | future penny,” should hasten forthwith to make 

When 1 was a very little boy, as 1 was _ a large
 investment in Roman Pontifical stamps, 

ts of a large city, 1 met a little | which are with good reason expected, at no very | 

+ 
I i ——— ———— — —— ——————— 

In 1847 I resided in New Orleans. My first 

acquaintance with a negro pastor was in that | the 

I sometimes attended his church and it} * 

acks, most of whom were slaves. 

yousand dollars. His character as a 

et he is a representative of a class. To under 

nd the bad. for there are bad ministers even 

mong the slaves, though in the main the goud 

reatly predominate. 
One Sunday afternoon I entered the African 

hurch among a lively throug of worshippers. 1|w 

was a little late in my arrival, and the members | tl 

of the church, anxious to secure scats, were 

hurrying impatiently to the sanctuary. It any 

one has never associated with the slave the ides 

of unvarying gloom, depression and sutfering, 

be should have seen the chattering girls and 

fashionably-dressed boys who were pouring 

girly” were dressed in pretty, Pribwh dos 

costumes, many of them exceedingly tasteful 

The “ boys” sported kid loves, glossy beavers, 

patent-leather boots, and were many of them |) 

quite exquisite, This was the Sunday costume 

Anglo-French city, and is no criterion for slave 

plantations. As we seated ourselves near the|l 

pulpit we saw it occupied by the pastor of the 

brother” was to preach. The services were |i 

the hymns, in all which there was nothing 
peculiar. 
white congregation, and in a city any where 

else, for a.l that rp ag in those services. 

But soon we had 
the deacons sitting at the right of the pulpit, in 

pitched upon the wrong metre, and couldn’ 

make the music and the words fit. Here was 

from the pulpit as follows: 
“ Who dat start dat tune ? 

know how sing? - Stop dat, and let somebody 

sing knows how to sing. Brudder Peter, you 
sing.” 

Poor deacon! he was overwhelmed ; he fhirly 
wilted under the pastoral crook, Bat * Hrud. 

der Peter” rose most sublimely to the occasion | 

hiting at a dash the right tune; and the im. 

men ¢ congregation, who really * know how to 

sing,” ied the rolling melody triumphantly 

to the skies. 
And here was noticeable. that: particular ele. 

ment of negro worship which yuu can hear but 
in their meetings—devotional singing, Here the 
negro is within the sphere of his spiritual man: 
ifestations. His singing is not artistic} pol 
wonderful for its seneliiation but you can fiatd- 
ly keep from weeping under its i. fluence. There 
is about it a particular pathos, and it is the 
pathos of devoticn. There is nothing which 
thus aflects you at their ** corn-shucking.” There 
they are simply boisterous and monotonous § they 

are not even mirthful. But Jet them sin} of 
Jesus, of salvation, of heaven, and you see how 
susceptible they are to those religious impres. 
sions which appeal to their gratitude, their 

sympathivs and their hopes. You feel at once 
that you are listening to worshippers. 
Ihe usual prayer tollowing A singing was 

by the * white brother ;" and this,, and even 
the white brother's sermon, were nothing re 
warkable, except for dullness, But the closing 
exercises by the pastor were remarkable, and 
exceedingly effective. These exercises cons 
sisted, first, of a minute and critical review of 
the white brother's sermon, with notes and 
corrections @f said sermon, and a running prae- 
tical application of the whole to his hearers 
and. secondly, of another exposition of the same 
chapter, in the pastor's own peculiar style, and 
for all the dg as if he was showing the 
white brother how he should have preached it. 

parison between them. The pastor was & mas: 
The subject had been an exposition of a 

| The preacher belonged to a 
sect calling themselves Christiavs, a 

tory 

view of this performance was not highly cow. 
plimentary to the expositor; and contained 

“ My brudder call your ‘tention to de fect dat 
God did temp Abra'am ; and den be go on to 

| Ah, my brudder, (turning to the 

you got A nis slap dar ! 

been 

intensely affecting. 
pathos, such descriptive eloguence, such simple 

ram in the thicket there.” 

church, another colored preacher, and a white | traordinary exhibition. 

white bredren here 100! 

an cccasion for personal authority, and it came |on wid de glories ob salvation. 

And, indeed, as to ability, there was no com: 

— a c— tgs 

tempted wid evil ; neither temptest v 
Suppose we read that word teh in. 

w hite preac 

er,) why you nowsay try F—'Aft ' 

Gn uid Ag, or dese thingy 
Who hasn't trials and triberlati 
But I don't like dat word temp, 
(tothe congregation) * God—don 

body = 
This was fair exposition, 
The white p 

point in which he was open to correction ; and 

try Abra’am.’ Me try His people now 
ons from God ? 

J—tell — you" 
oe lemp—any 

reacher had also made another 

astor corrected him-<thus ; 
y brudder also tell you 'bout de las 

d ‘bout de angel Gabriel blowin" de try 
wake de dead and call de 

day ; 
mpey 

people to judge. 
ment. . Ah, my brudder” (turning te the preac 
er,) “where you read dat "bout angel Gabriel 

This was a church ccmposed entirely of | blowin’ de trumpet ? I tell you" (to eomgro : 
The con-|* dare ain't one word in dis blessed book ad 

regation numbered quite a thousand persons. | an gel Gabriel blow de trempet! God guine to 

he building and lot were owned by the church, | blow His own trumpet—DE TRUMP OF Gop 
'— 

and the title.deeds were held in their name by 

responsible individuals. The pastor had been 

sold from Virginia to Lowsianna, was a me: 

chanie by trade, and the church had purchased 

his frecdom. They paid him, in weekly collee- 

Angel Gabriel nothing te do wid it I 
‘Uhis was also fair criticism, 
The practical »pplication also was not wap. 

ings In alluding to what the preacher had said 
during his exposition about the government of 

ons, a yearly salary of something more than a | the tongug, he gave his fair hearers the full ben. 
weacher | efit of the application—thus, 

and pastor will appear fiom the narrative ; and 
: 

though he is not a representative of the who'e|ob de tongue | de yuberment obde tongue! pg 

body of slave preachers in the Southern cities, | GUBKERMENT OB DE TONGUE 
!1! Ab, wy sister, 

“ My brudder also speak about de guberment 

pr 

This was a hit, as was evident from the scp. 
sation. 
Then came what 1 suppose was the showin 

of how the subject should have been handled by 
his white brother; and how ® couldn't have 

better Mlustrated. And in the resume 
hich was given of the sacrifice of lsaac, and 
we results of Abrabam's * trial)” some of the 

negro peculiarities when under preaching were 
manifested. Especially was thie tive during 
the very graphic description given of the pros. 
pective sacrifice, 
negro syllabication or intonation in the fines 

There was but little of 1he 

r4s cf the description. How the man accom. 
through the charch court-yard. The younger rn it I have never been able to conjecture, 

ut the description of the offering of lsaac was 
We were all in tears. Such 

magery, such analysis of the father's emotions 
when the rescue came, such, an overwhelming 

of house servamts, clerks, porters, ete, in an effect when all this in a sudden burst of a 
was applied to the hearers, and their deliver 

costugie any where else ; certainly not upon the | ance by Christ. Such pathetic tones when al- 
uding to the sacrifice on Calvary, aud “no 

It was a most ex- 

As for the hearers, it was very easy lo see 
what most moved them, At the description of 
heir rescue by Christ—the comin from heaven 
as a substitute—the injunction hat * no band 
should be laid upon the lad;" and the assuring, 

You might have” as well been in a exhilarating parts of the discourse—they would 
first begin a gentle swaying, rocking wotion—as 

the intensity of their emotions increased the 

ethyng peculiar. One of would throw np their bands and half shout, as if 
their enjoyment was irrepressible. Then would 

attemptit g to “ raise the tune,” untortunately | come down the pastoral crook with. 
« Now look at dat. I'm “shamed ob you! dese 

You won't let me go 
You "gin shout 

in’. 1 hab to keep you on de tribulations lo keep 

Who dat don't | you quiet 
Here was the explanation of the whole phi- 

losophy of the elect produced upon bis impres 
sible hearers. In their simplicity they wre 

literal believers. They believed the promis 
and assurances of the preacher without caviling ; 

and they shouted over their certain salvation. 

They believed that they were to reach heaven 

through tribulation, antl they were saddened at 

the allusion: It was the exhibition of what 

one y uhar element of the negro character—he 

simple receptive nature, and his earnest emo 

tional faith, * He believeth with the beart, 

and “receiveth the truth as glintle child. 

Here, too, was illustrated the character of the 

preaching which is to affect the negro. 
white preacher was didact ¢, dry and werless | 

and the same is true of all the white preaching 

which 1 bave heard addressed to the negro. 
None can move the negro but a negro. He alone 

understands the avenue to their emotions an 

sympathies, because they are identical with bis 

own. 
As in most white churches the cntribution box 

came atthe close of the exercises. But who 

would have expected a plate full of silver vom 

slaves! They were as liberal as princes, thong 

it was only their usual Sunday-eollection. T 
———s aniounting to about thirty dol- 
ars. 
These services as 1 then witnessed them, and 

as | alterward had occasion to learn during 8 
two years’ residence in New Orleans, were 8 far 
specimen of negro worship in that city. 

orderly was the congregation that they were not 

even watched by the authoyities. Such excler 

sive meetings am ng tne negroes were, howeven 
peculiar to that city, At services which 1 have 
attended in Savannah, Chrlesion and nd 
miond, the congregations were under mut 

ater restraint, and were therefore 
more form- 

al in their manner of worship. 1 have select 
ay illustrations from the church in New Orlean® 
because of this, preacher and audience bop 

alike unrestrained, and showed the negro® of 
cultarities when under the refinements of a c

ity: 

Harper's Magazine fur September. 

An eruption of Mount Etna, 
of a more than 

usually ooh character, has 
recently taken 

lace, and has occasioned the des
truction L 

ge amount of preperty on the skiris ol t 
mountain. 

It is noted by the (hat the 

else wine gerbe Ton matches we 

the stamps of the Sandwich Islands, N icaragua | tell you "bout Abra'am’s temptation. Now 1 all blue-eyed men. 
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