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When the New Brunswick Association was
formed, in 1222, the joint action of thc.Bnp-
tists of this provinees ceased, |h.e» only inter-
course between them being carried on by the
messeugers, who were anuually appointed by
the re.ﬂuwtivc Associations, to cach other.

This state of things continued upwards of

twenty years. DBut it was not satiel’a\mt(_)ry.
Tue brethren naturally felt desirous of union.
Taough the division into.twu .\ssocm.tmnu
wash necessity, it was obviously to be wished
that some measure could be devised whereby
all the churches in the provinces might be
united, und their energies combined for som:
aselul pusposes, , :

The first step was taken at the meeting of
the Nova Seotia Association in 1844, when
it was resolved, * That it is recommended
to the messenger who is appointed to visit
the New Brunswick Association (Rev. C.
Topper) to express to that body the earnest
desire of this Association for increuse of in-
tercourse and union between the churches of

the two provinces, and that they would beg

to sugzest the inquiry, whether the two Asso-
ciations might not usefully unite their efforts
i the cause of education; and to state the
woviction of this body that the interests of
both Associatious would be greatly advanced
by such a measure.”

At the next wmeetieg, in 1545, delegates
were appointed, to meet delegates appointed
by the New Brunswick Association, and
power was given to the united body to frame
rconstitution and act as an Executive Com-
mittce till the first meeting of the proposed
Union or Cor vention,

These preliminary arrangements were ear-
tied into effect, and the * Baptist Convention
of Nova Seotia, New Brunswick, and Prince
Kdward Island” was constitated at St John,
N. B, Sept. 21, 1846, The introductor
%rmon was preached by Dr. Crawley, from
Jobo 17, 22.; it was rublished with the
Minates, The Rev. Theodore 8. Harding
¥ the first President; the Revés. I E.
Bill and Samuel Elder, the Beeretaries ; and
J.W. Nutting Ksq. of Halifax, and N. 8.
D :mil| Ksq., of 8t. John, the Treasurers.

The objects of the Couvention are thus
fated in the third article of the Constitue
Hon : .

“ That the objects of the Convention shall
* 0 advance the interests of the Baptist

“omination, and of the cause of God,
faerally ; to maintain the religious and char-
able Instituticns herenafter mentioned ; to
procure correct informetion relative to the

pust hody, and to advise and carry out
Weh medsures s may, with the Divine bless.
o8 tend 10 advance the ioterests of the

iplist i)cuomiuation. and the cause of God
generally, »

The fifil artiele reads thus : —

t"“ 'l‘ha:):ll monies contributed by individuals
embership, or for the general purposes
o the Convention, <

ide after the payment of in-
. Wal expences, shall be paid to the Treas-
':f hOt the Convention in the Province in
ihllcl they e}_mll hgve bcen contributed, and
oy be Ly him appropriated in accordanee
e the existing regulations of the Union

“Ues in the proviaee ; and that all monies
by the Local Union Societies, or by
: Uicns of such Bocieties, shall be
A tg the respective Provincial- Treasurers

" Vonvention, to be appropriated for
°i the above great objeets, and in such

i’:ﬁ‘",i‘m&. as the several Union Bocieties
direct,

ltwill pe
g there Wi
" possib
“ thege

gathered from these quotations
® a design to centralise, as far
¢ the operations of the B ntist body
Proviuces, by making the Cor vention

the channel of communication; for though
no coutrol of the Union Societics ‘was inti-
mated, yet the proposal to send their funds
to the Convention to be apportioned might
lead to interference, by advice or otherwise,
and issue at last in central goverument,
How far this was conten:plated by the origi-
nal founders dogs not appear but certainly
the operation of the ninth article would have
that tendency. It reads thus :—

“ That the Boards established for the pro-
motion of the objects contemplated by the
Urion Socicties, shall be requested to furnish
the Secretary of the Convention with a full
report of their procecdings, o nnually, - Such
reports to be presented to the Seretary of
the Convention ut least one month before its
meeting.”

As at first constituted the Convention was
empowered to appoint annually two Boards ;
one for the Foreign Missionary and Bible
caus,” and one *to take charge of and
d rect the funds for superannuated ministers
and their families.” Tha former was located
at Wollville, the latter at St. John, N. B.

The second Session of the Convention was
held at,Nictaux, Sept. 25, 27, and 28, 1847.
The introductory sermon was- preached by
the Rev. C. Spurden, from 1 Cor. xiv. 20
At this » eoting the constitution was amended
and enlurged. The following additions were
made :— L, That the bus'wess of the Kdu-
cation Societies and Domestic Missidns in all
the Provinces be added to the objects now
under the direction of the Convention, 2.
That the Boards appointed anunually by the
respective Associations for Domestic Missions
in cach Province constitute a General Board
of the Conveution, to iake charge of the
objects of Domestic Missions under their
direction.”

Practically, these additions ware inopera-
tive, because no power was possessed in
either case, the business of domestie Missions
and Kducation being carried on by the Boards
already in existence in each province. All
that could be done was to present reports,
from time to time, of the state and progress
ol those enterprises.

The third Session was held at Fredericton,
Sept. 16, 18, and 19, 1848. The introduc-
tory sermon was preacted by the Rev, E. D,
Very, from Rom, x. 17. The foliowing reso-
lution was passed with referer ce to education :
—** Resolved,~— Whereas Education is one of
the objects comprised in the Convention—
that in the present state of the Provinces we
recognize Acadia-Colloge as the College of

Y | this Convention, and conseyuently the College

of the three Provinces represented in this
body ; and recommend that Kducational
Meetings he be held in both Provinces, par-
ticularly in New Brunswick, daring the next
year; and that the Professors of Acadia
College and the Prineipal of the Seminary at
Fredericton be requested to attend and pre-
gide at such meetings, We futher advise all
young men preparing for a College coarse to
avail themselves of the preparatory training
which is so efficiently afforded by the respec-
tive Academies at Fredericion and Horton.”

The louith Session was held at Bridgetown,
Sept. 15, 17, 18, and 19, 1849. The intro-
ductory sermon was preached by the Rev. 8.
Robinson, trom Phalm ¢ii, 13, At this Ses-
sion the transfer of Acadia College from the
Education Society to the Convention was pro-
posed. The reason for this alteration, and
the manner in'which it was to he effected
will appear from the following extracts ;:—

* The Committee on Kducation appointed
by the Convention respect!ully report ;

“That in their opinion the cause of
Education and the interests of Society
would be promoted were the energies and
resources of the Provinces of New Bruns.
swick, Nova Beotia, and Prince Edward
Island united in the support and government
of the Collegiate Institution for extending 1o
the Youth of the three Provinces the means
of Education in its higher branches and the
advantages of a Collegiate ecourse of 1nstrug-
tion :—leaving to each Province the support
and duty of maintaining and managing such
Schools and Academies as it now supports or
may deem proper hereafter to establish,

“ With this view the Committee recom.
mend that the support and government of
Acadia College should be separated from (he
Academy.at Horton, and that Acadia College
should be adopted, supperted, and governed

11, 1863.

WHOLE 8

3 ERIES.
ol VoL, ZXVI]...cee No. 6.
P ———. .

as the Collegiate institution of the Baptist| ¢ Resolved, 2. That
denomination in the three Provinzes, and be | arran

placed under the directicn, supervision, and
control of the Convention as an object in
which all the Provinces have a common and
cqual interest; and that the Theol gieal
Chair be in like manncr placed under the
control of the Convention, *

“That in carrying this object into ~ftect
the Commirtee lurther report that Acadia
College be separated from its immediate con-
nexion with the Aecademy at Horton and its
constitution be modificd and altered in such a
manner as way be necessary for placing it in

the proposed relation to the Denomination of

the lower Provinces and bringing it under the
contro! of the Convention : ,

“ Aud in connexion with this ohject, that
the debt preperly chargeable against the
Jollege, contradistinguished from 1he Acade-
my, be immediately ascertained and statod.

“ The Committee recommend that agencies
be appointed for collectinug funds under the
instructions of the Convention—the field of
these agencies to be the lower Provinces,
irrespective of provincial distinctions, as well
as foreign parts.

“ Ap lastly that a Committee be appoint-

ed for adjusting the changes neggssary to be
made in the Constitution and government of
Acadia College and the Theological depart-
ment and for taking the means necessary for
effecting these changes ; and for ascertaining
and reporting the debts of the College,
J. W. Jouxnsron,
Chairman.”

The Committee appointed for the above-
mentioned purpose reported as follows ;—

“1. That this Committee 1ecommend to
the Convention that the amount due to th:
Prolessors of Acadia College be assumed by
this Body, and that the remainder of the
ampunt due by the College or by the Academy
‘be still charged against the Nova Seotia Edu-
cation Society,

“ 2. That in the opinion of this Convention
it is inexpedient at present to interfere with
the Charter of the College, but that Gover-
nors be appointed by the Convention from
both Provinces to take in charge the College
in its behalf, ' “

* 8. That an agency be appointed by this
Convention for the College, and that while
labouring in either Province for the Counven-
tion, such agent or agents take the objeets of
the Union Society of the Province where he
is labouring into 'his agency; and also that
an agency be appointed in bebalt of the
College to England and to the United Siates.”

Another Committee being constituted to
nominate a Board 0. Governors, reported in
these terms ;— TR
“The Cowmmittee appointed t> nominate a

Board of Governors for Acadia College,

beg leave to submit 1he tollowing pames

with the recommendation that six of them
yief® their trust year by year for the ap-
pointment of six new wmembers :
Rev. E. A, Crawley, C. R. Bill, Esq.
“ John Pryor, Johu W. Barss Esq.
« I E. Bill, Hon. J. W. Johuston.
W. Buiton, Prof, I, L. Caipmas.
S. Robinson, J. W. Nutting, Esq.
C. Spurden, Dea. N. 8, D’Mill,
8. Elder, “ A M'L, Beely,
“ E.D. Very, “ Jas. Moren, Ksq.
Hon. W. B. Kinnear, W, Sione, Esq.,”

These proceedings being reported to the
Nova Scotia Baptist Education Society at its
apnual meeting in Yune, 1850, the transfer
of the College was agreed to, by the follow.
ing resolutions :—

Resolved, 1, That this Society gratetully
acknowledges the kiudness of the Baptists of
New Brunswick, in voluntarily adopting, in
gonnection with the Baptists of Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island, Acadia College
as the Uollegiate. Institution of the three
Provinces, according to certain resolutions,
passed at the last Bession of the Convention,
and ‘cheerfully concur in the arrangements
then made for its future government and sup-
port; except as respccks that regulation
which requires an annual change in the gov-
ernors, it being the opimion of this Society,
and a condition on which this Resolution is
passed, that it would be were econducive to
the interest of the College that the chan
should nt take
every three

“
“"“
“"

“

place more frequently than

' eleetion.

tthe Kxecutive Comm'ttee

years, and with th{power of re-|

. for carrying these
| geguents to effeet, this Socicly does
 hereby resign to the, Covention its control
and anthority over Acadia College, and direct
| to apply to the
 Liegislature at its vext Scssior » 80 to ulter the
Act of Incorporation thit the goverument of
the College may be legally transterred from
the present Governors and Committee to such
Governors and their ‘successors as have been,
and as may be agreed upon by the Convene
tion, and that the Aect may be wvade
manent, and be otherwise amende
the altcred government of the College :
But that due provision be made that the
Baptist Educacion Society continue to retain
their title to the real estate and buildings,
until the debts and securities for which the
Kxceutive Committee, or any former membep
thereof, are or may be liable, shall be dise
charged, or the parties be relieved therefrom
—on which event arrangements sha!l be made
for settling the title in a manner suited to
promote the interests of both the Academy
and the College on just principles,

“ Resolved, 3, That while this S
ever disavowed the p
public monies to support theological institye
tions, this Society has alway® held, and now
maintains, on the ground of civil and roligie
ous freedom and equality, and consistently
with the soundest priuciplcs of disseut, thas
the Baptists of Nova Suotia have been, and
are, well entitled to claim on behalf of their
institutions for secular education, a Just share
of the surplus revenue of the Province ap-
propMated for educational purposes, Bat
the Socisty having surréndered the support of
Acadia College to the management and dig.
cretion of the Convention, the application of
the Society to the Legislature heuceforth will
not include aid for the College, and

*“ Resolved, 4, That the Execative Com.
mittee do at the next Session of the Legisla-
ture apply on behalt of the Society for pro-
vincial aid toward the Academy.”

The fifth Session of the Convention was
held at Portland, St. John, Sept. 21, 23, and
24, 1850, The introductory sermon was
preached by the Rev. I. E. Bill, from Mas.
xxiv, 14,

The first two of the resolutions passed by
the Kducation Society having beeu reported,
the transter of the College was perfceted in
the following manner ;—

“ Rescloed, 1. That this Convention does
hereby confirm the transfer of Acadia College
on the terms expressed in these two resolus
tions,

“ Resolved, 2. That the Conveniion de
petition the Legislature of Nova Scotia to
make the necessary alterations in the Act in-
corporating Acadia College and to give that
Act permanency, and that Eon. J. W- John-
aton, Hon, W, B. Kionear, and Dr. Simon
Fiten, be a Committee to prepare and cause
to be presented in the name of the Conven-
tion the petition for that purpose ; and if the
shall see occasion, also, to petition the Legiae
lature of New Brunswick for extending to
Acadia College and its gradudtes such privi-
leges as muy be réasonable and just.

* Resolved, 8. That the following gentle-
men form & Board of Governors ol Acadia
College together with the President of the
College as an ex-officio member of the same,
(The names have been already given,)

* Resolved, 4. That at the expiration of
every three years six of the governdrs shalk
go out of office, subject however to re-election,
and that an appointment of six be then made
to complete the Board. But nothing in this
resolution skall be held to contro! or abridge
the power of this Convention at its pleasure
to remove any one or more of the governors
and appoint others in their stead as oceasion
may make necessary.”

Thus was this highly important and desira-
able change effeeted. The College, originally
founded by the Baptista of Nova BSootia,
became the lustitution of the three Provinces,
and all the Baptists of those Provinces, as
represented in the Convertion, pledged them-
selves to its support,

Althoagh it is & slight aaticipation of the
history, it may be 05 well to state here that
an application was successfully made to the

per-
d to suis

ociety has
riteiple of ap; lying

ge [ Nova 8o iia Legislature in the Session: of

1851, and an Act passed, logalising the trans.
fer of the Cgllege to the Couvention,

repealing tho elause of the original Aol,*:




